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Summary 
Background 
The South Warwickshire Local Plan (SWLP) Part 1 will set out the overall strategy for the pattern, 
scale and design quality of places within South Warwickshire. It will be a new plan for both 
Stratford on Avon District Council and Warwick District Council areas and will cover the period 
between 2021 and 2050. The Local Plan will set out how we deliver new jobs, new infrastructure 
and new homes to grow the South Warwickshire economy and help deliver on both Council’s 
commitments to address the climate change emergency.   

Role of the Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) 
The IDP is being prepared alongside the Local Plan to help identify future infrastructure 
requirements, costs and when and how infrastructure will be delivered. The Local Plan and IDP 
will help provide the context for securing developer contributions associated with development 
(including trigger points for the provision of associated infrastructure). The IDP will also have a 
role in identifying the need for funding from external sources to deliver infrastructure. 

The IDP also has a role in helping to coordinate planning and investment in new infrastructure 
by the two districts and other infrastructure providers and key stakeholders, including 
Warwickshire County Council (WCC), Department for Transport (DfT), West Midlands Rail 
Executive (WMRE) and South Warwickshire University NHS Foundation Trust, where it is 
associated with requirements arising from new development. 

This document forms Part 1 of the IDP. It draws on existing plans and strategies, the wider 
evidence base and responses to the consultation on the Local Plan Issues and Options 
consultation (January 2023) to set out key issues associated with infrastructure.   

Once finalised, the IDP will include an Infrastructure Delivery Schedule that provides details of 
specific infrastructure requirements identified in the Local Plan. This IDP remains ‘a live 
document’ and the LPAs will continue to work with partners to refine its contents up to 
submission of the Local Plan.  

This is an iterative process because some of this information will only become available after 
the Preferred Options (Regulation 18) Consultation and throughout the next stages of the plan-
making process. Progress on the IDP is dependent on the preferred spatial strategy and 
proposed allocations being identified and other key aspects of the evidence base, including 
transport modelling.  

The IDP will reflect the role of the Part 1 Local Plan – focussing on the infrastructure that is 
needed to deliver the spatial strategy. It will be supported by more detailed documents 
associated with the Part 2 Local Plan and other documents. 

What does Infrastructure mean? 
This Part 1 report considers 28 infrastructure topics across 8 infrastructure themes.  The themes 
and infrastructure topics considered are summarised in Table S.1 below. 
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Table S.1: Infrastructure Themes and Topics 

Theme Topic 

Transport Active Travel 

Public Transport 

Highways 

Freight 

Aviation 

Education Schools 

Post - 16 

Early years provision 

Healthcare Primary healthcare 

Secondary healthcare 

Adult social care 

Emergency 
services 

Ambulance services 

Policing 

Fire and rescue 

Green and blue 
infrastructure 

Green spaces - natural and semi-natural green space, public rights of way 

Playing Fields 

Allotments/Community Orchards 

Blue infrastructure (Rivers, other waterbodies and Canals) 

Community 
facilities  

Burials and cremation facilities  

Libraries 
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Theme Topic 

Sports facilities and leisure centres 

Community centres 

Utilities and 
digital 

Electricity 

Gas 

District heat network 

Water supply and sewerage 

Waste management 

Flood risk  Flood risk management 

 

Policy Context 
National planning policy requires that Local Plans should look ahead over a minimum 15 year 
period from adoption, to anticipate and respond to long-term requirements and opportunities, 
such as those arising from major improvements in infrastructure.  

Where larger scale developments such as new settlements or significant extensions to existing 
villages and towns form part of the strategy for the area, policies should be set within a vision 
that looks further ahead (at least 30 years), to take into account the likely timescale for delivery. 

Local planning authorities and county councils (in 2-tier areas) are under a duty to cooperate 
with each other, and with other prescribed bodies, on strategic matters that cross 
administrative boundaries. 

Plans should set out the contributions expected from development. This should include setting 
out the levels and types of affordable housing provision required, along with other 
infrastructure.  Such policies should not undermine the deliverability of the plan. 

Stratford on Avon District Council and Warwick District Council currently operate a dedicated 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) charging schedule and it is proposed that these will 
continue through the life of the SWLP.  Both districts and WCC also collect developer 
contributions through Section 106 Agreements (S.106) associated with new development, but 
these are unlikely to be sufficient to be able to fund all infrastructure required to support new 
development – including improvements to the strategic highway network.  Funding from 
alternative sources will therefore be required.  
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Overview of Existing Infrastructure Provision 
The review of existing evidence and strategy, and engagement with infrastructure stakeholders, 
have been used to provide an initial overview of infrastructure within the SWLP area, together 
with consideration of the implications of future growth. Available benchmark infrastructure 
standards have been used to do this wherever possible, together with information provided by 
infrastructure stakeholders. Any assumptions are also set out in Chapter 4. 

As the Local Plan and evidence base develops the IDP will be better placed provide overall 
conclusions of infrastructure needs for each infrastructure theme within Chapter 4 once the 
preferred option is identified and additional technical work, including transport modelling is 
completed. 

Future Governance and Funding 
Although the SWLP is a joint plan, it is anticipated that both Councils will maintain separate 
regimes in relation to developer contributions. This will be necessary for governance purposes 
and to maintain transparency in terms of the collection and use of developer contributions.  
There may be scope for a joint approach to updating the current CIL schedules, but this will 
need to be explored further.  

It is likely that future development in the SWLP area will give rise to infrastructure needs that 
require external funding. This will likely include improvements to the strategic and local highway 
networks. To avoid a policy-implementation gap it will therefore be essential that arrangements 
are in place to: 

• Identify the infrastructure items that will need external funding as early as possible and 
the funding gap. 

• Identify potential funding sources. 
• Identify relevant partners to support funding requests and assist / lead the bidding 

process. 
• Coordinate delivery of infrastructure – particularly in those instances where delivery 

does not necessarily sit with one organisation. 

Future work to inform implementation of the Local Plan will seek to identify examples of good 
practice from other local authorities working in the context of a two-tier arrangement 
(District/County). For example, the Future Oxfordshire Partnership (formerly the Oxfordshire 
Growth Board) is a joint committee of six councils and its purpose includes the delivery of 
infrastructure and enabling infrastructure.   

Governance is also relevant in the context of new settlements and other strategic locations for 
growth. The issue of long-term stewardship of the environment, including infrastructure will 
need to be considered and Stratford-on-Avon District Council is commissioning work on this 
topic, findings will be shared and inform preparation of the SWLP. 

Next steps 
The IDP is a live document. It will need to be updated as the Local Plan progresses to 
submission and other elements of the Local Plan evidence become available, this will include: 
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• Updates to previous work on the need for open spaces. 
• Discussions with stakeholders on the spatial strategy and preferred sites. This will 

include discussion on cross-boundary infrastructure needs under the Duty to 
Cooperate.  

• The outcome of engagement associated with the Preferred Options (Regulation 18) 
consultation. 

• Additional technical work associated with proposed allocations. 
• Transport modelling. 
• Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (Part 2). 
• Habitats Regulations Assessment. 
• Local Plan Viability Assessment 
• Any relevant proposals flowing from the Budget in October 2024. 

As the Local Plan develops, the IDP will be expanded to include a schedule identifying strategic 
infrastructure proposals associated with delivery of the Local Plan.  
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1 Introduction 
1.1 A New Local Plan for South Warwickshire 
A Local Plan is a legal document that councils are required to prepare that sets out the future 
land use and planning policies for an area over the lifetime of the plan. It will be used to 
determine future planning applications. The South Warwickshire Local Plan (SWLP) Part 1 will 
set out the overall strategy for the pattern, scale and design quality of places within South 
Warwickshire. It will be a new plan for both Stratford on Avon District Council and Warwick 
District Council areas and will cover the period between 2021 and 2050. The Local Plan will set 
out how we deliver new jobs, new infrastructure and new homes to grow the South 
Warwickshire economy and help deliver on both Council’s commitments to address the climate 
change emergency.    

Rather than have a single comprehensive Plan, the Local Plan will be broken down into separate 
parts as shown in Figure 1.1. 

Figure 1.1: Different Parts of the SWLP 
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1.2 Role of the Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) 
Both councils recognise that new development will create a requirement for new or improved 
infrastructure to meet the needs of existing and future residents, visitors and those working or 
doing business in the area. In some cases, development cannot progress without the necessary 
infrastructure in place. The Councils are therefore taking a proactive approach to infrastructure 
planning and implementation, seeking to ensure that the Local Plan identifies relevant 
requirements and development can deliver, and be supported by, the right infrastructure in the 
right location at the right time.   

The IDP is being prepared alongside the Local Plan to help identify future infrastructure 
requirements, costs and delivery mechanisms.   

The IDP also has a role in helping to coordinate planning and investment in new infrastructure 
by the two districts and other infrastructure providers and key stakeholders, including 
Warwickshire County Council (WCC), Department for Transport (DfT),West Midlands Rail 
Executive (WMRE) and South Warwickshire University NHS Foundation Trust, where it is 
associated with requirements arising from new development. 

This document forms Part 1 of the IDP.  It draws on existing plans and strategies, the wider 
evidence base and responses to the consultation on the Issues and Options Local Plan (January 
2023) to set out key issues associated with infrastructure.  Once finalised, the IDP will include 
an Infrastructure Delivery Schedule. This IDP remains ‘a live document’ and the LPAs will 
continue to work with partners to refine its contents throughout the next stages of the plan 
making process. This is an iterative process because some of this information will only become 
available after the Preferred Options (Regulation 18) Consultation and throughout the next 
stages of the plan-making process. Progress on the IDP is dependent on the preferred spatial 
strategy and proposed allocations being identified and other key aspects of the evidence base, 
including transport modelling.  

The IDP will reflect the role of the Part 1 Local Plan – focussing on the infrastructure that is 
needed to deliver the spatial strategy. It will be supported by more detailed documents 
associated with the Part 2 Local Plan and other documents identified in Figure 1.1. 

1.3 What does Infrastructure mean? 
The term ‘infrastructure’ covers a wide range of services and facilities provided by public and 
private organisations. The definition of infrastructure is outlined in section 216(2) of the Planning 
Act 20081 (as amended) includes—(a) roads and other transport facilities, (b) flood defences, (c) 
schools and other educational facilities, (d) medical facilities, (e) sporting and recreational 
facilities, and (f) open spaces.  Reflecting recent capacity issues, it is also now common for 
IDPs in England to also consider utilities (water, wastewater, energy and digital). 

 
1 Planning Act 2008, Part 11 Community Infrastructure Levy. Available at 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2008/29/contents (Accessed on 07/10/2024). 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2008/29/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2008/29/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2008/29/contents
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1.4 Structure of this document 
Whilst Part 1 of this IDP is self-contained it is intended to be read alongside the Part 2 
Infrastructure Delivery Schedule once prepared. 

The remainder of this document is structured as follows: 

• Chapter 2 sets out the national, regional, sub-regional and local policy context relevant 
to the production of the IDP. 

• Chapter 3 explains the approach taken to the IDP, and how Part 1 of the IDP was 
produced. 

• Chapter 4 sets out baseline infrastructure provision within South Warwickshire across 
seven infrastructure themes initial conclusions around implications for future growth 
and future governance of arrangements for the delivery and funding of infrastructure 
needs arising from the Local Plan. 

• Chapter 5 sets out key conclusions and next steps.   
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2 Policy Context 
2.1 National Policy Context  

2.1.1 Levelling-up and Regeneration Act 2023 
The Levelling-up and Regeneration Act 2023 was given Royal Assent on 26 October 2023.  The 
overarching objective of the Levelling-up and Regeneration Act 2023 (LuRA) is to reduce 
geographic disparities across the UK through changes to existing local government, planning, 
and compulsory purchase legislation. The previous Government identified 12 medium term 
missions to provide consistency and clarify over levelling up objectives.  Many of these missions 
relate to infrastructure provision:2 

• Mission 1: Living standards 
• Mission 2: Research and development 
• Mission 3: Transport 
• Mission 4: Digital connectivity 
• Mission 5: Education 
• Mission 6: Skills 
• Mission 7: Health 
• Mission 8: Well-being 
• Mission 9: Pride in Place 
• Mission 10: Housing 
• Mission 11: Crime 
• Mission 12: Local leadership 

2.1.2 National Planning Policy Framework 
The new Labour Government recently consulted on proposed changes to the National Planning 
Policy Framework (NPPF) and other changes to the planning system.3  The revised NPPF was 
published in December 2024 and is reflected in this document.4 Key points in relation to 
planning and infrastructure are summarised below. 

Paragraph 7 of the NPPF states that the purpose of the planning system is to contribute to the 
achievement of sustainable development, including the provision of homes, commercial 
development, and supporting infrastructure in a sustainable manner.  

 
2 Department for Levelling up, Housing and Communities (2024) Policy Paper - Statement of Levelling Up 
Missions. Available at:  https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/statement-of-levelling-up-
missions/statement-of-levelling-up-missions (Accessed 09/10/2024)  
3 Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (2024) NPPF: Draft Text for Consultation. 
Available at:  
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/66acffddce1fd0da7b593274/NPPF_with_footnotes.pdf 
(Accessed 14/10/2024) 
4 Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (2024) National Planning Policy Framework. 
Available at:  https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2 
(Accessed 16/12/2024) 
 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/669a25e9a3c2a28abb50d2b4/NPPF_December_2023.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/statement-of-levelling-up-missions/statement-of-levelling-up-missions
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/statement-of-levelling-up-missions/statement-of-levelling-up-missions
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/66acffddce1fd0da7b593274/NPPF_with_footnotes.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
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Paragraph 11 of the NPPF highlights the importance of promoting a sustainable pattern of 
development that seeks to: meet the development needs of their area; align growth and 
infrastructure; improve the environment; mitigate climate change (including by making effective 
use of land in urban areas) and adapt to its effects.  

Paragraph 20 of the NPPF states (in summary) that strategic policies should set out an overall 
strategy for the pattern, scale and design quality of places. Local Plans should make sufficient 
provision for a range of factors, including homes, infrastructure (including transport, 
telecommunications, security, waste management, water supply, wastewater, flood risk and 
coastal change management, and the provision of minerals and energy and community 
facilities (such as health, education and cultural infrastructure). 

Paragraph 22 states that strategic policies should look ahead over a minimum 15 year period 
from adoption, to anticipate and respond to long-term requirements and opportunities, such as 
those arising from major improvements in infrastructure.  Where larger scale developments 
such as new settlements or significant extensions to existing villages and towns form part of the 
strategy for the area, policies should be set within a vision that looks further ahead (at least 30 
years), to take into account the likely timescale for delivery. 

Paragraph 24 of the NPPF states in summary that effective strategic planning across local 
planning authority boundaries will play a vital and increasing role in how sustainable growth is 
delivered, including delivering strategic infrastructure.  Local planning authorities and county 
councils (in 2-tier areas) are under a duty to cooperate with each other, and with other 
prescribed bodies, on strategic matters that cross administrative boundaries. 

Paragraph 27 of the NPPF states in summary that strategic policy making authorities should 
make sure that their plan policies align as fully as possible with those of other bodies where a 
strategic relationship exists and take into account the relevant investment plans of 
infrastructure providers. This includes taking a consistent approach to the delivery of major 
infrastructure. 

Paragraph 35 of the NPPF states that plans should set out the contributions expected from 
development. This should include setting out the levels and types of affordable housing 
provision required, along with other infrastructure (such as that needed for education, health, 
transport, flood and water management, green and digital infrastructure). Such policies should 
not undermine the deliverability of the plan. 

Paragraph 77 of the NPPF notes that the supply of large numbers of new homes can often be 
best achieved through planning for larger scale development, such as new settlements or 
significant extensions to existing villages and towns, provided they are well located and 
designed, and supported by the necessary infrastructure and facilities (including a genuine 
choice of transport modes). Working with the support of their communities, and with other 
authorities if appropriate, strategic policy-making authorities should identify suitable locations 
for such development where this can help to meet identified needs in a sustainable way. In 
doing so, they should: 

a) consider the opportunities presented by existing or planned investment in 
infrastructure, the area’s economic potential and the scope for net environmental gains;  
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b) ensure that their size and location will support a sustainable community, with 
sufficient access to services and employment opportunities within the development 
itself (without expecting an unrealistic level of self-containment), or in larger towns to 
which there is good access; 

c) set clear expectations for the quality of the places to be created and how this can be 
maintained (such as by following Garden City principles); and ensure that appropriate 
tools such as masterplans and design guides or codes are used to secure a variety of 
well-designed and beautiful homes to meet the needs of different groups in the 
community; 

d) make a realistic assessment of likely rates of delivery, given the lead-in times for large 
scale sites, and identify opportunities for supporting rapid implementation (such as 
through joint ventures or locally-led development corporations. 

Footnote 38 of the NPPF notes that the delivery of large scale developments may need to extend 
beyond an individual plan period, and the associated infrastructure requirements may not be 
capable of being identified fully at the outset. Anticipated rates of delivery and infrastructure 
requirements should, therefore, be kept under review and reflected as policies are updated. 

Paragraph 96 c) of the NPPF states that planning policies and decisions should enable and 
support healthy lifestyles, especially where this would address identified local health and well-
being needs and reduce health inequalities between the least and most deprived communities 
– for example through the provision of safe and accessible green infrastructure, sports facilities, 
local shops, access to healthier food, allotments and layouts that encourage walking and 
cycling. 

2.1.3 National Planning Practice Guidance 
National Planning Practice Guidance (PPG) on plan-making and infrastructure includes the 
following guidance on effective cooperation address strategic infrastructure needs.5 

Effective cooperation enables strategic policy-making authorities and infrastructure providers 
to establish whether additional strategic cross-boundary infrastructure is required. A Statement 
of Common Ground can be used as evidence that the strategic policy-making authorities have 
sought agreement with the relevant bodies. It can also inform the Community Infrastructure 
Levy and can form part of the evidence base for the Infrastructure Funding Statement, 
especially when forecasting contributions required for future planned development (Paragraph: 
016 Reference ID: 61-016-20190315 Revision date: 15 03 2019). 

Guidance on the delivery of strategic matters states that a plan is an opportunity for the 
strategic policy-making authority to set out a positive vision for the area, but the plan should 
also be realistic about what can be achieved and when. This means paying careful attention to 
providing an adequate supply of land, identifying what infrastructure is required and how it can 
be funded and brought forward. 

 
5 Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (2021) Guidance on Plan Making. Available at: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/plan-making (Accessed 16/12/2024) 
 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/plan-making
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/plan-making
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At an early stage in the plan-making process strategic policy-making authorities will need to 
work alongside infrastructure providers, service delivery organisations, other strategic bodies 
such as Local Enterprise Partnerships, developers, landowners and site promoters. A 
collaborative approach is expected to be taken to identifying infrastructure deficits and 
requirements, and opportunities for addressing them. In doing so they will need to: 

• assess the quality and capacity of infrastructure, and its ability to meet forecast 
demands. Where deficiencies are identified, policies should set out how those 
deficiencies will be addressed; and 

• take account of the need for strategic infrastructure, including nationally significant 
infrastructure, within their areas. 

The government recommends that when preparing a plan strategic policy-making authorities 
use available evidence of infrastructure requirements to prepare an Infrastructure Funding 
Statement. This should set out the anticipated funding from developer contributions, and the 
choices local authorities have made about how these contributions will be used. At 
examination this can be used to demonstrate the delivery of infrastructure throughout the plan-
period. 

Authorities will also need to ensure that policies setting out contributions expected from 
development do not undermine delivery of the plan. Plan viability assessment should be carried 
out in accordance with guidance. 

Where plans are looking to plan for longer term growth through new settlements, or significant 
extensions to existing villages and towns, it is recognised that there may not be certainty and/or 
the funding secured for necessary strategic infrastructure at the time the plan is produced. In 
these circumstances strategic policy-making authorities will be expected to demonstrate that 
there is a reasonable prospect that the proposals can be developed within the timescales 
envisaged (Paragraph: 059 Reference ID: 61-059-20190315, Revision date: 15 03 2019). 

2.2 Regional Policy Context 
The West Midlands Combined Authority (WMCA) was set up in 2016 and comprises 18 local 
authorities (with differing membership arrangements), with a population of 4.7 million. The 
WMCA has a devolution deal with Government which includes transport investment, including 
those relating to cross boundary services.6  The SWLP will need to demonstrate cooperation on 
strategic matters that cross administrative boundaries and the IDP has a role in relation to 
infrastructure. The WMCA is also the Accountable Body for the West Midlands Investment Zone, 
which covers the whole West Midlands Region, not just the area administered by the WMCA.  
The Zone will draw on an unprecedented range of tools to support growth in the region’s 

 
6 WMCA (2023) Devolution Deal for the West Midlands. Available at: 
https://www.wmca.org.uk/documents/deeper-devolution/devolution-deal-for-the-west-midlands/. 
(Accessed 08/10/2024) 
 

https://www.wmca.org.uk/documents/deeper-devolution/devolution-deal-for-the-west-midlands/
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Advanced Manufacturing sector – broadly defined to encompass electric vehicle and battery 
technology, green industries, health-tech and the critical underpinning digital platforms.7 

Other relevant organisations include NHS England – Midlands, which supports 11 integrated 
care systems and 42 trusts in the region. 

2.3 Sub-Regional Policy Context 
Existing relationships that are relevant to strategic planning and which could have an influence 
on future infrastructure needs and delivery are summarised below. 

Both South Warwickshire councils are within the Coventry & Warwickshire Housing Market Area 
(along with Coventry, North Warwickshire, Nuneaton & Bedworth and Rugby).  Evidence also 
suggests that Coventry and Warwickshire can be regarded as a functional economic market 
area.8 

Stratford-on-Avon District Council is one of 14 local authorities within the Greater Birmingham 
Housing Market Area. 

Both South Warwickshire councils are also a member of the Coventry, Warwickshire and 
Hinckley & Bosworth Joint Committee for Economic Growth and Prosperity. The Joint 
Committee brings together a number of local authorities to address issues concerning 
economic development, regeneration and strategic planning. 

Warwickshire County Council (WCC) is responsible for a range of services, including education, 
fire and rescue and public safety, highways and transport and social care. WCC declared a 
climate emergency in July 2019 and signed up to the UK100 Net Zero pledge in June 2021.9 

WCC’s Council Plan (2020-25) sets out priority areas for action and how it will achieve them.10  
WCC has also produced a document outlining the County-wide approach to Levelling-up, in; 
cooperation with district authorities in the County.11  

WCC received a devolution deal which includes responsibility for the strategic planning and 
delivery of the £10m UK Shared Prosperity Fund, a potential source of funding for relevant 

 
7 WMCA (2024) West Midlands Investment Zone. Available at: https://www.wmca.org.uk/what-we-
do/economy-and-innovation/west-midlands-investment-
zone/#:~:text=The%20West%20Midlands%20Investment%20Zone%20will%20draw%20on%20an%20un
precedented. (Accessed 08/10/2024) 
8 Iceni (2022) Coventry & Warwickshire Housing & Economic Development Needs Assessment. Available 
at:  https://www.coventry.gov.uk/downloads/file/42639/housing-and-economic-development-needs-
assessment-hedna-executive-summary (Accessed 14/10/2024) 
9 Warwickshire County Council (2021) Warwickshire County Council signs the UK100 Net Zero Pledge. 
Available at: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/2192/warwickshire-county-council-signs-
the-uk100-net-zero-
pledge#:~:text=Warwickshire%20County%20Council%20has%20implemented%20an%20ambitious%20
plan%20of%20action (Accessed 08/10/2024) 
10 Warwickshire County Council (2022) Council Plan. Available at: 
https://api.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/WCCC-1980322935-2012 (Accessed 07/10/2024)  
11 Warwickshire County Council (2022) A County Wide Approach to Levelling up in Warwickshire.  Available 
at: https://api.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/WCCC-970487194-271 (Accessed 08/10/2024) 

https://www.wmca.org.uk/what-we-do/economy-and-innovation/west-midlands-investment-zone/#:~:text=The%20West%20Midlands%20Investment%20Zone%20will%20draw%20on%20an%20unprecedented
https://www.wmca.org.uk/what-we-do/economy-and-innovation/west-midlands-investment-zone/#:~:text=The%20West%20Midlands%20Investment%20Zone%20will%20draw%20on%20an%20unprecedented
https://www.wmca.org.uk/what-we-do/economy-and-innovation/west-midlands-investment-zone/#:~:text=The%20West%20Midlands%20Investment%20Zone%20will%20draw%20on%20an%20unprecedented
https://www.wmca.org.uk/what-we-do/economy-and-innovation/west-midlands-investment-zone/#:~:text=The%20West%20Midlands%20Investment%20Zone%20will%20draw%20on%20an%20unprecedented
https://www.coventry.gov.uk/downloads/file/42639/housing-and-economic-development-needs-assessment-hedna-executive-summary
https://www.coventry.gov.uk/downloads/file/42639/housing-and-economic-development-needs-assessment-hedna-executive-summary
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/2192/warwickshire-county-council-signs-the-uk100-net-zero-pledge#:~:text=Warwickshire%20County%20Council%20has%20implemented%20an%20ambitious%20plan%20of%20action
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/2192/warwickshire-county-council-signs-the-uk100-net-zero-pledge#:~:text=Warwickshire%20County%20Council%20has%20implemented%20an%20ambitious%20plan%20of%20action
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/2192/warwickshire-county-council-signs-the-uk100-net-zero-pledge#:~:text=Warwickshire%20County%20Council%20has%20implemented%20an%20ambitious%20plan%20of%20action
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/2192/warwickshire-county-council-signs-the-uk100-net-zero-pledge#:~:text=Warwickshire%20County%20Council%20has%20implemented%20an%20ambitious%20plan%20of%20action
https://api.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/WCCC-1980322935-2012
https://api.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/WCCC-970487194-271
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infrastructure and other programmes relating to public health that could help reduce demands 
on existing health related infrastructure.12   

Three sites have been identified within the West Midlands Investment Zone (covering all of the 
West Midlands Combined Authority Area), one of which is in Warwick District – the Coventry-
Warwick Giga Park (which already has outline planning permission for a giga factory). This site is 
proposed to deliver a Giga Factory and associated supply chain for the production of batteries 
for electric vehicles and is anticipated to create thousands of jobs and billions of pounds of 
investment. Both Warwick District Council and Warwickshire County Council will receive 
significant income from this designation. Other relevant organisations within the plan area 
include the South Warwickshire University NHS Foundation Trust, The Trust provides a range of 
healthcare services to around half a million people in Warwickshire. Children’s, Young People’s 
and Family Services are also delivered throughout Coventry and Solihull. 

2.4 Local Policy Context 
Once adopted the SWLP will replace the Adopted Core Strategy for Stratford on Avon and the 
Adopted Warwick District Local Plan, although some policies from the existing plans may be 
saved until subsequent Part 2 Plans are produced.   

In addition to existing development plans, the Councils have produced documents to support 
communities and address inequalities, including access to infrastructure associated with 
funding under the UK Shared Prosperity Fund. Stratford-on-Avon District Council’s Growing 
Opportunities document (2023-25) and accompanying Action Plan identifies priorities and 
actions.13  Warwick District’s Investment Plan identifies priorities and actions.14 

Both districts are core members of the South Warwickshire Place Partnership Board, which is 
seeking to achieve improved health outcomes for local populations, narrowing health 
inequalities and achieve better outcomes for people.15   

Both districts have separately declared a Climate emergency and new infrastructure could have 
a role in helping the area move towards being carbon neutral and more resilient to the impacts 
of climate change. 

 
12 Warwickshire County Council (2024) Devolution Deal and Investment Zone form ‘significant long-term 
milestones’ for Warwickshire. Available at: 
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/5047/devolution-deal-and-investment-zone-form-
significant-long-term-milestones-for-warwickshire (Accessed 07/10/2024) 
13 Stratford on Avon District Council (2024) Growing Opportunities Plan 2023-2025. Available at: 
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/people-communities/growing-opportunities-plan-2023-
2025.cfm#:~:text=The%20Growing%20Opportunities%20Plan%202023-
25%20replaces%20the%20Social%20Inclusion%20Statement (Accessed 15/10/2024) 
14 Warwick District Council (2022) District secures allocation of UK Shared Prosperity Fund. Available at: 
https://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/news/article/957/district_secures_allocation_of_uk_shared_prosperity_f
und. (Accessed 15/10/2024) 
15 South Warwickshire Place Partnership Board (2022) South Warwickshire Place Partnership Board 
Terms of Reference – DRAFT. Available at 
https://democracy.stratford.gov.uk/documents/s60565/Appendix%203%20SW%20Place%20Partnershi
p%20Board%20TOR%20v4.4.pdf (Accessed 14/10/2024) 
 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/5047/devolution-deal-and-investment-zone-form-significant-long-term-milestones-for-warwickshire
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/5047/devolution-deal-and-investment-zone-form-significant-long-term-milestones-for-warwickshire
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/people-communities/growing-opportunities-plan-2023-2025.cfm#:~:text=The%20Growing%20Opportunities%20Plan%202023-25%20replaces%20the%20Social%20Inclusion%20Statement
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/people-communities/growing-opportunities-plan-2023-2025.cfm#:~:text=The%20Growing%20Opportunities%20Plan%202023-25%20replaces%20the%20Social%20Inclusion%20Statement
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/people-communities/growing-opportunities-plan-2023-2025.cfm#:~:text=The%20Growing%20Opportunities%20Plan%202023-25%20replaces%20the%20Social%20Inclusion%20Statement
https://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/news/article/957/district_secures_allocation_of_uk_shared_prosperity_fund
https://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/news/article/957/district_secures_allocation_of_uk_shared_prosperity_fund
https://democracy.stratford.gov.uk/documents/s60565/Appendix%203%20SW%20Place%20Partnership%20Board%20TOR%20v4.4.pdf
https://democracy.stratford.gov.uk/documents/s60565/Appendix%203%20SW%20Place%20Partnership%20Board%20TOR%20v4.4.pdf
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The following are relevant in terms of the funding of infrastructure within the SWLP area and are 
discussed below: 

• Section 106 Agreements 
• Community Infrastructure Levy 
• Section 278 Agreements 

2.4.1 Section 106 Agreements 
Under section 106 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990, any person interested in land in a 
local planning authority may, by agreement or unilaterally, enter an obligation (commonly 
known as a S106 planning obligation).  Planning obligations may only be sought where they 
meet the following tests: 

a) necessary to make the development acceptable in planning terms; 

b) directly related to the development; and 

c) fairly and reasonably related in scale and kind to the development.  

These tests are set out as statutory tests in regulation 122 (as amended by the 2011 and 2019 
Regulations) and as policy tests in the NPPF (paragraph 58). The common uses of planning 
obligations are to secure affordable housing, and to specify the type and timing of this housing; 
and to secure financial contributions to provide infrastructure, including public open space, 
health, education, highways, community safety and town centre improvements and off-site 
biodiversity net gain.  

2.4.2 Community Infrastructure Levy 
The Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) is a way of collecting contributions from developers 
towards the provision of infrastructure required to support growth and its maintenance. CIL is a 
planning charge introduced by the government under the Planning Act 2008 to provide local 
authorities with a more flexible and transparent means of funding infrastructure projects across 
their local area. In areas where CIL operates, the levy is charged per square metre of new 
development (floorspace) and the charge may vary according to the size, location and type of 
development.  

The levy is intended to focus on the provision of new infrastructure and should not be used to 
remedy pre-existing deficiencies in infrastructure provision unless those deficiencies will be 
made more severe by new development. The levy can be used to increase the capacity of 
existing infrastructure or to repair failing existing infrastructure if that is necessary to support 
development. The common uses for CIL include provision of sports and community facilities, 
schools, flood risk and water management, improvement to health facilities and highways.  
Where CIL is collected in an area that has a Neighbourhood Development Plan, or a 
neighbourhood development order in place the charging authority must pass 25% of the 
relevant CIL receipts to the Town or Parish Council for that area (subject to an annual limit). 
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Where no neighbourhood plan or development order is in place, the charging authority must 
pass 15% of relevant receipts, capped at £100/dwelling.   16  

PPG recognises that CIL is an important tool for local authorities to use to help them deliver the 
infrastructure needed to support development in their area. SDC and WDC operate CIL 
schemes.  

Both Councils are required to produce an Infrastructure Funding Statement (IFS). The IFS is an 
annual report required to be published by December each year, which provides a summary of 
the financial and non-financial developer contributions relating to S106 Legal Agreements and 
CIL.17 18 

Stratford District Council has brought in over £7 million from CIL to support infrastructure in its 
area since its introduction in February 2018. This has provided funding for a range of 
infrastructure, including improvements to existing play areas and health facilities.   

Warwick District Council has brought in over £15 million from CIL to support infrastructure in its 
area since its introduction in December 2017. This has provided funding for a range of 
infrastructure, including amongst other items, a new community centre and a new health 
centre. 

2.4.3 Section 278 Agreements 
A section 278 agreement (or s278) is a section of the Highways Act 1980 that allows developers 
to enter into a legal agreement with WCC (in its capacity as the Highway Authority) to make 
permanent alterations or improvements to a public highway, as part of a planning approval.  
Examples of work covered by an s278 include:  

• new or changed access into a development site (i.e. a bell mouth, roundabout, 
signalised junction, right turn lane or a simple priority junction) 

• New/alteration of signalised crossings or junctions close to the development site. 

2.4.4 Priorities in the emerging Local Plan 
The IDP will have a role in helping to deliver the spatial strategy, vision and strategic objectives 
of the SWLP. The SWLP (Regulation 19) draft Local Plan will confirm the number of homes and 
quantum of employment land to be planned for.  The Preferred Options document discusses 
options for these. Once the quantum of growth and strategic allocations have been identified, 
the IDP will have a key role in ensuring that the right infrastructure is provided in the right 
location at the right time.     

 
16 Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (2024) Guidance - Community Infrastructure 
Levy. Available at: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/community-infrastructure-levy#introduction (Accessed 
07/10/2024) 
17 Stratford on Avon District Council (2024) Infrastructure Funding Statement. Available at: 
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/doc/213220/name/IFS%20report%202023%2024%20FINALv2.pdf 
 (Accessed 16/12/2024) 
18 Warwick District Council (2024) Infrastructure Funding Statement. Available at: 
https://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/downloads/file/8748/202324_infrastructure_funding_statement 
Accessed 03/01/2025) 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/community-infrastructure-levy#introduction
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/doc/213220/name/IFS%20report%202023%2024%20FINALv2.pdf
https://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/downloads/file/8748/202324_infrastructure_funding_statement
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3 Approach and Methodology 
3.1 Study scope 
This chapter discusses the approach and methodology used to describe the baseline situation 
in South Warwickshire and implications for future growth. Where data is not available at the 
South Warwickshire level, it is presented at the lowest available level, e.g. Warwickshire. The 
analysis is set out in Chapter 4. 

This Part 1 report considers 28 infrastructure topics across 8 infrastructure themes. The themes 
and topics considered are set out in Table 3.1 below. 

Table 3.1: Infrastructure Themes and Topics 

Theme Topic 

Transport Active Travel 

Public Transport 

Highways 

Freight 

Aviation 

Education Schools 

Post - 16 

Early years provision 

Healthcare Primary healthcare 

Secondary healthcare 

Adult social care 

Emergency 
services 

Green and blue 
infrastructure 

Ambulance services 

Policing 

Fire and rescue 

Green spaces – natural and semi-natural green space, public rights of way 

Playing Fields 
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Theme Topic 

Allotments/Community Orchards 

Blue infrastructure (Rivers, other waterbodies and Canals) 

Community 
facilities  

Burials and cremation facilities  

Libraries 

Sports facilities and leisure centres 

Community centres 

Utilities and 
digital 

Electricity 

Gas 

District heat network 

Water supply and sewerage 

Waste management 

Flood risk Flood risk management 

 

3.2 Review of existing evidence and strategy 
The IDP will have regard to relevant national, regional and local policy relating to infrastructure 
provision.  This includes: 

• The existing adopted Local Plans, supporting evidence base and subsequent work to 
implement relevant policies and proposals or address showstoppers; 

• National, Regional and sub-regional policy documents; 
• The emerging evidence base for the SWLP; and 
• Strategy and policy documents produced by infrastructure providers operating within 

the SWLP area. 

3.3 Engagement with infrastructure providers 
Engagement with infrastructure providers has commenced and will continue as part of the 
development of the SWLP and IDP. This engagement has two aspects: 

• Firstly, to gain an understanding of capacity, constraints, opportunities and existing or 
planned investment.  

• Secondly, to enable infrastructure providers to comment on the implications of the planned 
level of growth and spatial strategy for existing infrastructure and likely requirements over 
the lifetime of the plan.  
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Figure 4.1 sets out the infrastructure providers who were consulted as part of the development 
of the Local Plan, and who will be involved in developing the IDP and associated evidence base. 
Engagement will continue as the Local Plan develops. 
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Figure 4.1: Key stakeholders 
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3.4 Assessment of infrastructure needs 
The review of existing evidence and strategy, and engagement with infrastructure stakeholders, 
have been used to provide an initial overview of infrastructure within the SWLP area, together 
with consideration of the implications of future growth. Available benchmark infrastructure 
standards have been used to do this wherever possible, together with information provided by 
infrastructure stakeholders. Any assumptions are also set out in Chapter 4. 

As the Local Plan and evidence base develops the IDP will be better placed provide overall 
conclusions of infrastructure needs for each infrastructure theme within Chapter 4 once the 
preferred option is identified and additional technical work, including transport modelling is 
completed. 

3.5 Producing an Infrastructure Delivery Schedule 
As set out above, this Part 1 IDP should be read in conjunction with the Part 2 Infrastructure 
Delivery Schedule to be produced in due course. The Part 2 report will help the Councils to 
demonstrate for the purposes of the Local Plan Examination that the requirements of national 
policy have been met. The specific methodology and approach followed for the Infrastructure 
Delivery Schedule will be set out within that document, but is likely to include: 

• Specific infrastructure schemes and costs – The likely future infrastructure needs 
identified within this Part 1 analysis and subsequent work will be investigated further 
and refined into a schedule of individual infrastructure schemes. Information about the 
costs of infrastructure required over the lifetime of the Local Plan will be sought from 
infrastructure providers. Where costs are not known estimates will be provided to inform 
the Local Plan Viability Study. 

• Timing of delivery – it is common practice for IDPs to assign a level of importance to 
infrastructure. It is proposed that the IDP classifies projects as Critical, Essential and 
Desirable, reflecting when it is anticipated that infrastructure would need to be 
available.  Table 3.2 sets out the definition of these terms. This classification will also be 
useful as the Local Plan evolves, ensuring that infrastructure that is critical to delivery of 
the Local Plan is identified at an early stage.  

Table 3.2: Classification of infrastructure  

Classification Definition 

Critical Infrastructure that must happen to enable growth (as a prerequisite to 
overcome constraints without which development cannot proceed).  

These infrastructure items are typically ‘blockers’ or ‘showstoppers’.  They 
are most common in relation to highway, transport, and utilities 
infrastructure.  

They are usually linked to triggers controlling the commencement of new 
developments. 
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Classification Definition 

Essential Infrastructure that is considered necessary to mitigate the impacts arising 
from the development. 

These mitigation schemes are typically required to make the proposed 
development acceptable in planning terms. 

These items are most common in relation to the increase in population 
generated by the development (e.g. additional school places) as well as to 
accommodate their future travel requirements (e.g. public transport). Also, 
provision of open space and play space 

They are usually linked to triggers controlling the occupation of new 
developments. 

Desirable Infrastructure that is required to support wider strategic or site-specific 
objectives. 

Typically set out in planning policy or subject to a statutory duty (but would 
not necessarily prevent development from occurring).  

This type of infrastructure has a less direct relationship with the additional 
population generated by new developments and is more influenced by 
whether a person chooses to use this facility or service. 

Typically including use of the likes of community facilities, libraries and 
sports facilities. 
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4 Consideration of Future Infrastructure Needs 
4.1 Transport 
A high-level Transport Assessment has been undertaken to inform the Local Plan.19 This 
includes an overview of the existing baseline, a review of this and information from other 
relevant plans and programmes is summarised below using the broad themes of active travel, 
public transport and road transport.  

Warwickshire’s fourth Local Transport Plan (LTP4)20 was adopted by WCC in July 2023. The Local 
Transport Plan sets out WCC’s overall transport strategy and general policies, through which the 
county’s transport network will be managed and improved. 

The LTP is a based around four key themes, environment, wellbeing, place and economy.  It is 
based on a transport hierarchy that can deliver on the aim for sustainable travel throughout 
Warwickshire without impacting on economic vitality and achieving carbon neutrality by 2050 
(see Figure 4.2) 

Figure 4.2: Transport hierarchy 

 

The LTP recognises that not all forms of transport in this hierarchy can be applied equally in all 
circumstances. Whilst the hierarchy represents the best prioritisation of transport resources in 
principle, LTP4 recognises that Warwickshire’s places are unique, with their own transport 
requirements. A flexible, tailored approach to transport changes is adopted, see Figure 4.3 
below.  

 
19 Jacobs on behalf of WCC (August 2024), South Warwickshire Local Plan High Level Transport 
Assessment. Available at: 
https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/doc/213170/name/SWLP%20High%20Level%20Transport%20As
sessment%20v9.pdf  (Accessed 16/12/2024) 
20 WCC (2023) A New Local Transport Plan for Warwickshire. Available at: 
https://api.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/WCCC-1980322935-2491 (Accessed 04/09/2024) 
 

https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/doc/213170/name/SWLP%20High%20Level%20Transport%20Assessment%20v9.pdf
https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/doc/213170/name/SWLP%20High%20Level%20Transport%20Assessment%20v9.pdf
https://api.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/WCCC-1980322935-2491
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Figure 4.3: Tailored Approach to Transport Changes 

 

WCC is in the process of preparing more detailed transport plans at the district level and this 
IDP will be updated to reflect these. 

4.1.1 Performance of Existing Infrastructure 
4.1.1.1 Active Travel 
WCC has prepared a Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan with detail on the baseline 
provided at the district level, including separate plans for Stratford on Avon and Warwick.  21  

The total length of dedicated cycling infrastructure in Stratford-on-Avon District is approximately 
33 miles. This includes disused railway lines (5 miles along the Stratford Greenway and 3 miles 
of Lias Line) but excludes the signed on-road sections of National Cycle Network routes which 
make up a further 142 miles. 

The total length of dedicated cycling infrastructure (off-carriageway or on-carriageway) within 
Warwick District is approximately 53 miles. This includes greenways, shared use footways/ 
cycle tracks and cycle lanes but excludes the signed on-road sections of National Cycle 
network routes which make up a further 18 miles. 

The plan notes that: 

• 14% of Stratford-on-Avon District adults walk for travel at least three days per week. This 
is similar to 13.6% in Warwickshire and just under the 15.1% in England.  22.3% of 
Warwick District adults walk for travel at least three days per week. This is significantly 
higher than the average for the County and England. 

 
21 WCC (2024) Warwickshire Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan. Available at:   

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/cycling-warwickshire/developing-warwickshires-cycle-network/3 
(Accessed 01/09/2024)  

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/cycling-warwickshire/developing-warwickshires-cycle-network/3
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• 1.3% of Stratford-on-Avon District adults cycle for travel at least three days per week, 
compared to 1.6% in Warwickshire and 2.3% in England. (2019/20). 2.5% of Warwick 
District adults cycle for travel at least three days per week. This is higher than the 
average for the County and England. 

Specific problems associated with existing infrastructure within the SWLP area are identified in 
the plans for the two districts, these are summarised below: 

• The plan for Stratford on Avon notes that the public rights of way network and signed 
trails provide good leisure opportunities, but there are intermittent footways between 
many settlements.   

• The rural nature of the Stratford on Avon area, an older population and the significant 
influx of visitors present challenges for active travel in the wider district. 

• The River Avon has limited crossing points and historic bridges where pedestrians and 
cyclists share narrow carriageways with motor traffic. Specific pinch points include 
bridges on the B4085 at Bidford-on-Avon, Welford-on-Avon, A4390 Seven Meadows 
Road (Stratford), A3400 Clopton Bridge (Stratford) and Hampton Lucy. 

• The M40 restricts crossing points within the SWLP area. 
• A435 which presents a barrier to travelling west in the Studley, Alcester and Bidford-on-

Avon areas.  
• The A45 – another Strategic Road, this runs along the southern boundary with the City of 

Coventry and presents problems for travelling between Ryton, Baginton and Coventry, 
although a new road bridge has recently been completed across the A45 at Whitley; 

• The A46 limits active travel within the SWLP area, e.g. on the north side of Stratford-
upon-Avon and between Kenilworth and southwest Coventry and Warwick and 
Leamington Spa.  

• HS2 which cuts across routes within the SWLP area, e.g. between Southam and 
Stratford-upon-Avon. 

Some physical barriers also present opportunities in terms of providing linear corridors, for 
example the Stratford Canal and Grand Union Canal and River Avon. 

The plan also notes that there seems to be a disproportionate number of pedestrians and 
cyclists involved in collisions compared to actual numbers of people using these modes and 
miles travelled by these modes. Although this is a problem countywide (21% of all casualties in 
2020 were pedestrians or cyclists), this is a particular problem in Warwick District (where 33% 
of all casualties in 2020 were pedestrians or cyclists). Most casualties were recorded as slight. 

4.1.1.2 Public Transport 

4.1.1.2.1 Bus 
Within South Warwickshire, there are two main operators: Stagecoach and Arriva who account 
for approximately 85% of the local bus routes. WCC has published a bus routes map which is 
available on its website.22   

There are currently three on demand services in the SWLP area: 

 
22 WCC (2024) Public Transport Maps by Area. Available at: 
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/busroutemaps (Accessed 05/09/2024) 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/busroutemaps
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• IndiGo PLUS serving Hatton, west Warwick and west Kenilworth.23   
• UBUS, a community transport service is currently operational in Stratford-on-Avon 

District. This is due to be replaced in November 2024 by a new service operated by 
WCC.24 

• The West Midlands Bus on Demand operates in the surrounding areas of the University 
of Warwick, including Coventry and University Hospital Coventry & Warwickshire.25 

Park and Ride facilities are available at Stratford-upon-Avon, operating Monday to Saturday from 
7.30 am to 6.28pm and Sundays 10.00 am to 6.28pm.26   

Information on the frequency of bus services and location of bus stops is provided in the high-
level Transport Assessment.27 

Patronage in Warwickshire has decreased year on year since 2016, declining to 11.02m in the 
year ending March 2020. Patronage fell to 3.59m in 2021 due to the pandemic. Patronage has 
been rising since then, albeit not yet returning to pre-pandemic levels.  Warwickshire has a 
higher proportion of residents (aged 16 years and over in employment) who work mainly at or 
from home, and who drive a car or van to work (as a driver, and as a passenger). At the same 
time, people commuting using bus, minibus or coach travel is significantly lower in the County 
(1.5%) than the English average of 4.3%. In contrast the proportion of concessionary bus travel 
(undertaken through the English National Concessionary Travel Scheme) in Warwickshire far 
exceeds the average for England (2023).28 

Rates of car ownership are lower in those part of the SWLP area that experience relatively higher 
rates of income deprivation and access to public transport alternatives will be important in 
these areas.29 

Key issues associated with current bus services are summarised below:30 

 
23 WCC (2024) IndieGo demand responsive transport. Available at: 
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/public-transport/indiego/3 (Accessed 11/09/24) 
24 Stratford on Avon District Council (2024) Press Release Delay on Replacement UBUS Service. Available 
at: https://www.stratford.gov.uk/news/press.cfm/current/1/item/138314 (Accessed 11/09/24) 
25 University of Warwick (2024) West Midlands Bus on Demand. Available at: 
https://warwick.ac.uk/about/campus-journey/mode-of-travel/buses/busondemand/(Accessed 
14/10/2024)   
26 Stratford-on-Avon District Council (2024) Stratford-upon-Avon Park and Ride. Available at: 
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/parking-roads-transport/park-and-ride.cfm (Accessed 11/09/24) 
27 Jacobs on behalf of WCC (August 2024), South Warwickshire Local Plan High Level Transport 
Assessment. Available at: 
https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/doc/213170/name/SWLP%20High%20Level%20Transport%20As
sessment%20v9.pdf (Accessed 16/12/2024) 
28 WCC (2024) Warwickshire BSIP. Available at: https://api.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/WCCC-
222510381-336 (Accessed 05/09/24)  
29 Jacobs on behalf of WCC (August 2024), South Warwickshire Local Plan High Level Transport 
Assessment. Available at: 
https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/doc/213170/name/SWLP%20High%20Level%20Transport%20As
sessment%20v9.pdf (Accessed 16/12/2024) 
30 Jacobs on behalf of WCC (August 2024), South Warwickshire Local Plan High Level Transport 
Assessment. Available at: 
 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/public-transport/indiego/3
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/news/press.cfm/current/1/item/138314
https://warwick.ac.uk/about/campus-journey/mode-of-travel/buses/busondemand/(Accessed
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/parking-roads-transport/park-and-ride.cfm
https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/doc/213170/name/SWLP%20High%20Level%20Transport%20Assessment%20v9.pdf
https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/doc/213170/name/SWLP%20High%20Level%20Transport%20Assessment%20v9.pdf
https://api.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/WCCC-222510381-336
https://api.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/WCCC-222510381-336
https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/doc/213170/name/SWLP%20High%20Level%20Transport%20Assessment%20v9.pdf
https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/doc/213170/name/SWLP%20High%20Level%20Transport%20Assessment%20v9.pdf
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• A large area of South Warwickshire does not have access to a regular bus service, 
particularly to the south of the region. Areas of high car ownership generally correspond 
with the areas where there are no, or infrequent, bus services. The most frequent 
services operate along the A46 between Kenilworth, Warwick, Leamington Spa and 
Stratford-upon-Avon.  

• There are very limited east/ west services across South Warwickshire, which is likely to 
be because there is very low demand for these movements. However, this makes buses 
largely unattractive and, in some cases, inaccessible for anyone travelling in either of 
these directions for employment or leisure purposes. For example, in Henley-in-Arden, 
there is only an hourly bus service that operates between Solihull and Stratford-upon-
Avon (X20). Therefore, residents wanting to travel to Warwick, Kenilworth, Leamington 
Spa may struggle to make this journey by bus, due to the requirement to interchange at 
Stratford-upon-Avon. Coupled with parking charges in the main town centres being 
relatively cheap when compared with bus travel, this increases the attractiveness of 
travel by private vehicles. 

• Although on some corridors there are a large number of bus services, most of them 
operate relatively infrequently (defined as services with a lower than one hour frequency 
and those services that run once or twice per day (Flexibus), which makes the overall 
composite average frequency lower. 

In 2022, SDC, WDC and WCC produced bus accessibility mapping in the SWLP area by 
identifying the types of destinations that may be accessed by bus such as major towns, minor 
town centres, employment centres, hospitals, GPs, dentists, secondary schools, and colleges.  
The major urban towns (Kenilworth, Leamington Spa, Stratford, Warwick and Whitnash) appear 
to have the best accessibility to bus services generally across all categories, with some smaller 
towns also appearing to have higher levels of accessibility (e.g. Alcester, Henley-in-Arden, and 
Southam). There are also clear recurring corridors, such as north-south from Coventry to 
Leamington Spa via Kenilworth; through South Warwickshire between Redditch and Evesham, 
via Alcester, and to a slightly lesser degree between Stratford and Shipston-on-Stour.31 

4.1.1.2.2 Rail 
The high-level Transport Assessment has additional baseline information in relation to the 
existing rail network, including the location of stations, frequency and quality of services in the 
SWLP area.32 

Pre-pandemic, Warwickshire experienced sustained growth in passenger demand for rail, with 
approximately 10 million passenger journeys undertaken from Warwickshire stations per year. 

 
https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/doc/213170/name/SWLP%20High%20Level%20Transport%20As
sessment%20v9.pdf (Accessed 16/12/2024) 
31 WCC et al (2022) Bus Accessibility Available at: 
https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/doc/211513/name/bus%20accessibility.pdf. (Accessed 
05/09/24) 
32 Jacobs on behalf of WCC (August 2024), South Warwickshire Local Plan High Level Transport 
Assessment. Available at: 
https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/doc/213170/name/SWLP%20High%20Level%20Transport%20As
sessment%20v9.pdf (Accessed 16/12/2024) 

https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/doc/213170/name/SWLP%20High%20Level%20Transport%20Assessment%20v9.pdf
https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/doc/213170/name/SWLP%20High%20Level%20Transport%20Assessment%20v9.pdf
https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/doc/211513/name/bus%20accessibility.pdf
https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/doc/213170/name/SWLP%20High%20Level%20Transport%20Assessment%20v9.pdf
https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/doc/213170/name/SWLP%20High%20Level%20Transport%20Assessment%20v9.pdf
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Passenger levels are currently around 70% of pre-pandemic levels but are anticipated to recover 
and for growth to continue in the future. 33 

Network Rail is a statutory undertaker responsible for maintaining and operating the railway 
infrastructure and associated estate. It owns, operates and develops the main rail network and 
is also responsible for the electrification of lines. 

The West Midlands Rail Executive (WMRE) is a not-for-profit company. It is owned by local 
authorities in the region.  Its role includes planning future network improvements in the region, 
including Warwickshire and the SWLP area.   

WCC adopted a Rail Strategy in July 2020,34 which sets out four key objectives to deliver the 
strategy, including: 

• Maximising economic, social, and environmental benefits of the rail network to 
Warwickshire residents and businesses; 

• Maximising opportunities for journeys within Warwickshire (and beyond) to be 
undertaken by rail, particularly for commuting purposes; 

• Maximise opportunities for travel demands of new developments to be met by rail; and  
• Support opportunities to transfer freight from road to rail. 

The strategy sets out that rail travel will form a key part of Warwickshire’s transport network 
going forward and acknowledges for future growth to be realised, the following would need to be 
considered: 

• Improved access to existing stations and capacity improvements on the rail network 
(more frequent services and longer trains); and 

• Opportunities for new stations to maximise opportunities for residents to access the rail 
network. 

The strategy notes that the majority of the rail network in Warwickshire is operating at capacity 
in terms of: 

• Track infrastructure (e.g. sections of single line track, level crossing points, line speed 
restrictions); 

• Capacity and availability of rolling stock; 
• Capacity at stations, e.g. car parking availability and; 
• Timetable issues – availability of train ‘paths’ to introduce new services/station calls. 

 
33 WCC (2020) Warwickshire Rail Strategy 2019-2034 Available at: 
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s5252/Rail%20Strategy%20App%201.pdf 
(accessed 05/09/2024) 
34 WCC (2020) Warwickshire Rail Strategy 2019-2034 Available at: 
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s5252/Rail%20Strategy%20App%201.pdf 
(accessed 05/09/2024) 
 

https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s5252/Rail%20Strategy%20App%201.pdf
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s5252/Rail%20Strategy%20App%201.pdf
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HS2 is anticipated to release some capacity on existing lines as express services move onto it.35 

Stratford District has eleven railway stations, although some are request stops only. There are 
regular weekday services to Birmingham and Solihull, and a 2-hourly service between Stratford-
upon-Avon and London Marylebone via Leamington Spa. The stations vary in terms of 
accessibility for pedestrians and cycle storage Improvements are planned for Henley in Arden 
Station including regeneration of the currently derelict station building.  36 

Warwick District has seven railway stations, Warwick, Warwick Parkway and Leamington Spa 
Stations are served by frequent rail services, connecting with Birmingham, Solihull and London. 
Kenilworth Station, reopened in 2018, has less frequent services. It is part of the ‘Elephant and 
Bear Line’ between Leamington Spa, Coventry, Bedworth and Nuneaton (previously known as 
the NUCKLE line). Warwick, Leamington and Kenilworth also have reasonably frequent bus 
services (weekdays and daytimes). 

The Quinton Rail Technology Centre, located on the former MOD site at Long Marston, is an 
increasingly important storage, research and development facility for the rail industry. It is 
connected to the Cotswold Line at Honeybourne via a spur along the former line to Stratford-
upon-Avon. 37 

Whilst the preceding sections have focused on traditional ‘heavy rail’ elements, ‘very light rail’ is 
a key focus for Coventry City Council and the wider West Midlands Combined Authority 
(WMCA). This may present opportunities for the SWLP area over the longer term. Coventry Very 
Light Rail (CVLR) has attracted significant funding from the WMCA Devolution Deal and other 
sources to initiate a research and development programme and to develop a prototype vehicle 
and trackform. Pilot installations were delivered at the University of Warwick, Whitley Depot and 
the VLR National Innovation Centre in Dudley and the City Council are now looking to trial a City 
Centre Demonstrator Route38.  

The Councils will continue to monitor the VLR context and any potential opportunities for VLR to 
serve areas in South Warwickshire will be explored. 

4.1.1.3 Highways 
National Highways is the government company charged with operating, maintaining and 
improving England's motorways and major A roads.  

Midlands Connect is the Sub-national Transport Body (STB) for the Midlands and transport 
partner of the Midlands Engine.  The Midlands Connect Strategic Transport Plan identifies the 

 
35 WCC (2020) Warwickshire Rail Strategy 2019-2034 Available at: 
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s5252/Rail%20Strategy%20App%201.pdf 
(accessed 05/09/2024) 
36 WCC (2024) Warwickshire Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan. Available at:   

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/cycling-warwickshire/developing-warwickshires-cycle-network/3 
(Accessed 01/09/2024)  

37 WCC (2020) Warwickshire Rail Strategy 2019-2034 Available at: 
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s5252/Rail%20Strategy%20App%201.pdf 
(accessed 05/09/2024) 
38 
https://edemocracy.coventry.gov.uk/documents/s61382/Coventry%20Very%20Light%20Rail%20Update
.pdf  

https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s5252/Rail%20Strategy%20App%201.pdf
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/cycling-warwickshire/developing-warwickshires-cycle-network/3
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s5252/Rail%20Strategy%20App%201.pdf
https://edemocracy.coventry.gov.uk/documents/s61382/Coventry%20Very%20Light%20Rail%20Update.pdf
https://edemocracy.coventry.gov.uk/documents/s61382/Coventry%20Very%20Light%20Rail%20Update.pdf
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A46 as a key with improvements between Stratford and Warwick identified as a priority, given its 
role as a Trans Midlands Trade Corridor.39   

WCC is the Highways Authority for Warwickshire, including the SWLP area. It is responsible for 
mainlining highways under its control and regulating the activities of developers in relation to its 
highways.   

WCC has entered a formal arrangement with numerous other organisations to create the 
Warwickshire Road Safety Partnership (WRSP). This group works on all aspects of road safety 
engineering, enforcement and education interventions using a “safe systems” approach.40 

Both Stratford on Avon District Council and Warwick District Council are part of the A46 
Partnership, which seeks to promote further investment in this important Midlands route 
corridor.41  

The Stratford-upon-Avon Transport Strategy was adopted by Warwickshire County Council and 
endorsed by Stratford-on-Avon District Council in 2018. It sets out the Councils’ shared 
ambitions for transport in the town and the general principles which need to underlie 
development of the town’s transport network.42 

The strategy identified the following objectives:  

a) Reduce high car dependency particularly for travel to work and school.  

b) Reduce through trips for motorised traffic in Stratford-upon-Avon town centre.  

c) Reduce the negative impact of traffic on air pollution.  

d) Protect and enhance the historic core of the town centre and wider area and support the 
visitor economy.  

e) Provide increased resilience to the transport network.  

f) Improve road safety for all users.  

g) Promote social inclusion.  

h) Encourage modal shift to active forms of travel.  

i) Accommodate future development without compromising the above objectives. 

 
39 Midlands Connect (2022) Strategic Transport Plan. Available at:  
https://www.midlandsconnect.uk/about-us/strategy/ (Accessed 30/10/2024) 
40 Warwickshire Road Safety Partnership (2022) Our Strategy to 2030. Available at: 
https://warksroadsafety.org/our-strategy/ (Accessed 12/09/24) 
41 A46 Partnership (2017) Investing in the A46 to keep the Midlands Moving. Available at: 
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/doc/206755/name/a46%20partnership%20prospectus.pdf (Accessed 
15/11/2024) 
42 Stratford on Avon District Council and WCC (2018) Stratford-upon-Avon Area Transport Strategy. 
Available at: 
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/doc/206646/name/draft%20stratford%20area%20transport%20strategy%
20dec%202017.pdf (Accessed 11/09/24) 
   

https://www.midlandsconnect.uk/about-us/strategy/
https://warksroadsafety.org/our-strategy/
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/doc/206755/name/a46%20partnership%20prospectus.pdf
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/doc/206646/name/draft%20stratford%20area%20transport%20strategy%20dec%202017.pdf
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/doc/206646/name/draft%20stratford%20area%20transport%20strategy%20dec%202017.pdf
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The Strategy notes that Stratford-upon-Avon frequently suffers from traffic congestion, 
particularly during the morning and evening weekday peaks, as well as congestion associated 
with tourist traffic, predominantly on summer weekends, bank holidays and during major 
events. 

The motorways and main A roads that form part of a strategic network across the SWLP area 
include:  

• The M40, Junction 15 is the major junction located at Longbridge, near Warwick in 
Warwick District. 

• The M42, Junction 3 with the A435 is a full junction on the SWLP area boundary in 
Stratford-on-Avon to the north of Redditch.  

• A46, which runs north-south through the west and central areas of the region and 
connects Alcester with Stratford-upon-Avon and Warwick.  

• The A429 provides the main north/ south ‘spine’ road from Kenilworth in the north, 
through Ettington, to Shipston-on-Stour in the south. 

• A3400, which operates as a north-south route which connects rural settlements such as 
Henley-in-Arden with Stratford-upon-Avon to the south and Solihull to the north. 

• A423, which operates north / south to the east of the region, connecting Southam with 
Coventry to the north and the M40 to the south. 

• A435, which runs north / south to the west of the region, connecting Alcester and 
surrounding rural communities with central Birmingham to the north and Evesham/ east 
Worcestershire to the south. 

East/ west connectivity via the road network is more direct for private vehicles than for bus and 
rail movements. Analysis of Mobile Network Data across the main settlements in the SWLP 
shows that there is movement by car between settlements and the wider sub region for both 
work and leisure purposes. 43   

The WRSP’s target is to achieve a 50% reduction in road deaths and serious injuries by 2030. In 
the period 2015-2019 nearly a third of Killed or Seriously Injured (KSI) casualties are car drivers, 
with a further 16% being car passengers. A quarter of KSI casualties were motorcycle riders or 
passengers, with 10% being injured as cyclists and 14% as pedestrians.44 Figures for 2023 are 
summarised in Table 4.1 below. 

  

 
43 Jacobs on behalf of WCC (August 2024), South Warwickshire Local Plan High Level Transport 
Assessment. Available at: 
https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/doc/213170/name/SWLP%20High%20Level%20Transport%20As
sessment%20v9.pdf (Accessed 16/12/2024) 
44 Warwickshire Road Safety Partnership (2022) Our Strategy to 2030. Available at: 
https://warksroadsafety.org/our-strategy/ (Accessed 12/09/24) 

https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/doc/213170/name/SWLP%20High%20Level%20Transport%20Assessment%20v9.pdf
https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/doc/213170/name/SWLP%20High%20Level%20Transport%20Assessment%20v9.pdf
https://warksroadsafety.org/our-strategy/
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Table 4.1 Casualties by Severity 

 Total 
casualties 

KSI KSI as % of total 
casualties 

Stratford-on-Avon 
District 

286 77 26.9 

Warwick District 262 41 15.6 

Warwickshire 1299 286 22 

Source: WCC 

4.1.1.3.1 Freight 
LTP4 includes the following in relation to freight: 

• Providing facilities for and promoting sustainable, safe and efficient freight journeys 
through and within Warwickshire. 

• Encouraging the use of low and zero emission vehicles, rail and sustainable modes 
• Appropriate freight routing 
• Road safety 
• Suitable parking and rest facilities 
• Shift to zero emission vehicles and active travel for ‘last mile’ freight (the short, final 

stages of deliveries). 

The M40 and the A46 Trans Midlands Trade Corridor, are vital for providing links through the 
county to international gateways such as ports and airports throughout the UK.  

The core main line rail network through Warwickshire also facilitates many inter-regional and 
long-distance freight movements. 

Freight access to town centres is essential to provide the goods and services for local 
businesses and consumers. However, the highly competitive nature of the road freight transport 
sector has often led to the use of larger vehicles to increase efficiency. The presence of these 
vehicles in the historic town centre and on the narrow Clopton Bridge in Stratford-upon-Avon is 
particularly intimidating to pedestrians and cyclists and has had a detrimental effect on the 
local environment, including air quality. 

Clopton Bridge has been structurally assessed as able to carry the HGVs using it, the amount of 
HGV traffic using it has increased over time, but a weight restriction has not been imposed 
because this would increase HGV traffic on already congested alternative routes and increase 
the environmental impact of HGVs on Stratford town centre.45 

 
45 Stratford on Avon District Council and WCC (2018) Stratford-upon-Avon Area Transport Strategy. 
Available at: 
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/doc/206646/name/draft%20stratford%20area%20transport%20strategy%
20dec%202017.pdf (Accessed 11/09/24) 

https://www.stratford.gov.uk/doc/206646/name/draft%20stratford%20area%20transport%20strategy%20dec%202017.pdf
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/doc/206646/name/draft%20stratford%20area%20transport%20strategy%20dec%202017.pdf
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4.1.1.4 Aviation 
There are two aviation related facilities in the SWLP area, Wellesbourne Mountfield Airfield in 
Stratford on Avon District and Coventry Airport in Warwick District. 

Wellesbourne Mountford Airfield was originally brought into use in 1941 as an Operational 
Training Unit for the Royal Air Force. It served as an important Bomber Command training 
facility. The Airfield remained a government owned aerodrome until 1964, after which it was 
sold back to its pre-war owners. During the next 15 years, the Airfield was utilised for vehicle 
testing, a temporary base for Air Atlantique’s DC-3s and micro-lighting before in 1981 being 
licensed by the Civil Aviation Authority (‘CAA’) for commercial activity. Thereafter, the Airfield 
became an important aviation hub for private aircraft usage and home to Flying Clubs offering 
flying training and aircraft hire. Since being licensed for commercial activity, the Airfield has 
remained an operational general aviation airfield. In the mid 90's a large hangar was 
constructed in the south west corner of the field for Heliair, providing a Helicopter maintenance 
facility. Heli Air are now a Robinson Dealer and offer training for commercial and private rotary 
licenses. Wellesbourne airfield is now very busy with general aviation activity and now has 
around 70 based aircraft. There are still two active asphalt runways, the longest of which is 
4000ft (1200m) long. In November 2004, Warwickshire Aviation Limited was set up and now 
offer aircraft maintenance at the hangar situated on the western side of the airfield on Loxley 
Lane. They are EASA Part 145 approved, providing services for aircraft up to 5700Kg Maximum 
Take-Off Weight Authorised.46 

Coventry Airport opened in 1936 as Baginton Aerodrome and was an airbase during World War 
2.  Passenger and freight services were provided by various operators between 1985 and 2008.  
Planning permission for a permanent passenger terminal was refused by the Secretary of State 
in 2008 and the airport closed in 2009. In 2010 the Airport reopened and the airport provided 
cargo operations, flight training and business aviation. Most recently the Airport offered 
recreational flying as well as flight training. Maintenance and occasional business jets operate 
at the site. The Warwickshire and Northamptonshire Air Ambulance and Children’s Air 
Ambulance are based at the airport.47 Coventry City Council and Coventry Airport Ltd received 
outline planning permission in March 2022 for the site to be developed for a Gigafactory (i.e. a 
facility to manufacture batteries for electric vehicles and a range of other applications at 
scale).48 

 
46 Wellesbourne Mountfield Airfield (not dated) A Brief History of Wellesbourne Airfield. Available at: 
https://www.wellesbourneairfield.com/history.htm (Accessed 11/11/24)  
47 Warwick District Council Planning Committee (2022) W21 1370 Coventry Airport, Rowley Road 
Baginton. Available at:  
https://estates8.warwickdc.gov.uk/cmis/MeetingDates/tabid/149/ctl/ViewMeetingPublic/mid/637/Meeti
ng/4316/Committee/25/Default.aspx (Accessed 11/11/24) 
48 Warwick District Council (2022) Decision Notice.  Available at: 
https://planningdocuments.warwickdc.gov.uk/online-
applications/files/B0945E07001105EC84897263094295E5/pdf/W_21_1370-Decision_Notice_or_Letter-
1541033.pdf (Accessed 11/09/2024). 

https://www.wellesbourneairfield.com/history.htm
https://estates8.warwickdc.gov.uk/cmis/MeetingDates/tabid/149/ctl/ViewMeetingPublic/mid/637/Meeting/4316/Committee/25/Default.aspx
https://estates8.warwickdc.gov.uk/cmis/MeetingDates/tabid/149/ctl/ViewMeetingPublic/mid/637/Meeting/4316/Committee/25/Default.aspx
https://planningdocuments.warwickdc.gov.uk/online-applications/files/B0945E07001105EC84897263094295E5/pdf/W_21_1370-Decision_Notice_or_Letter-1541033.pdf
https://planningdocuments.warwickdc.gov.uk/online-applications/files/B0945E07001105EC84897263094295E5/pdf/W_21_1370-Decision_Notice_or_Letter-1541033.pdf
https://planningdocuments.warwickdc.gov.uk/online-applications/files/B0945E07001105EC84897263094295E5/pdf/W_21_1370-Decision_Notice_or_Letter-1541033.pdf
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4.1.2 Baseline Proposed Investment Schemes 
4.1.2.1 Active Travel 
WCC, with input from the Town Centre Strategic Partnership49 consulted on proposals for 
improvements to Stratford-upon-Avon Town Centre in 2022, which were aimed at improving the 
look and feel of the town centre and make it safer and easier to travel by foot, bicycle and bus.  A 
funding submission to the Levelling up Fund was made in 2021 but was not successful.  The 
review of the Local Plan provides an opportunity to revisit these proposals and funding 
opportunities.  

Leamington Transformation Board (consisting of Warwickshire County Council, Warwick 
District Council and Royal Leamington Spa Town Council) a Core Advisory Group of key 
stakeholders, have been working together on a new vision for Leamington town centre, which 
was consulted on in 2024.  A vision document was produced in 2018 and the new document will 
replace this.50  The previous vision did include proposals for improving opportunities for active 
travel and it is assumed that the revised vision will include similar proposals, but this will be 
confirmed once the revised vision is available.  The SWLP provides opportunity to encourage 
such provision. 

WCC’s Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan includes proposals for improving walking 
and cycling infrastructure and the identification of active travel zones within the SWLP area.51 
The implementation plan includes proposals for improved cycling schemes within the SWLP 
area.52  

4.1.2.2 Public Transport 

4.1.2.2.1 Bus 
WCC’s Bus Improvement Plan identifies the following priorities:53 

• working with operators to ensure that the new electric buses are introduced as soon as 
possible, and lower emission diesel buses are cascaded to other routes in Warwickshire 
to reduce emissions. 

• to deliver an ‘extended green light priority’ for buses at four traffic light-controlled 
junctions in Leamington and Bedworth. Funding permitted we will consider how this can 
be rolled out to further locations across Warwickshire. 

 
49 The Town Centre Strategic Partnership is a joint Working Group involving Accessible Stratford, 
Stratforward Business Improvement District, Shakespeare Birthplace Trust, Royal Shakespeare 
Company, Shakespeare's England, Stratford Society, Stratford-on-Avon District Council, Stratford-upon-
Avon Town Council, the Town Transport Group, Stratford Town Trust and Warwickshire County Council. 
50 WCC (2024) Royal Leamington Spa Town Centre Vision – Have your say. Available at: 
https://ask.warwickshire.gov.uk/bi/leamington-spa-
vision/#:~:text=Leamington%20Transformation%20Board%20(consisting%20of%20Warwickshire%20Co
unty%20Council, (Accessed 03/10/2024) 
51 WCC (2024) Warwickshire Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan. Available at:   

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/cycling-warwickshire/developing-warwickshires-cycle-network/3 
(Accessed 01/09/2024) 
52 WCC (2024) Warwickshire Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan (Part 3: Implementation). Available 
at: https://api.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/WCCC-1615347118-1433 (Accessed 01/09/2024) 
53 WCC (2024) Warwickshire BSIP. Available at: https://api.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/WCCC-
222510381-336 (Accessed 05/09/24) 

https://ask.warwickshire.gov.uk/bi/leamington-spa-vision/#:~:text=Leamington%20Transformation%20Board%20(consisting%20of%20Warwickshire%20County%20Council
https://ask.warwickshire.gov.uk/bi/leamington-spa-vision/#:~:text=Leamington%20Transformation%20Board%20(consisting%20of%20Warwickshire%20County%20Council
https://ask.warwickshire.gov.uk/bi/leamington-spa-vision/#:~:text=Leamington%20Transformation%20Board%20(consisting%20of%20Warwickshire%20County%20Council
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/cycling-warwickshire/developing-warwickshires-cycle-network/3
https://api.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/WCCC-1615347118-1433
https://api.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/WCCC-222510381-336
https://api.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/WCCC-222510381-336
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• Continuing to support bus services while patronage recovers to pre-pandemic levels. 
• Longer term transformation of the bus network. 

New Park and Ride facilities are being explored in Warwick District, one to the north of 
Leamington Spa and one to the south of Warwick/Leamington Spa. Warwick District’s current 
local plan has safeguarded areas of search for park and ride facilities in these areas. Planning 
permission has been granted for a 500 space park and ride service with a dedicated bus service 
every 15 minutes on The Asps site, to the south of Warwick/Leamington Spa. 

Park and Ride provision is also being explored as part of a wider public transport interchange to 
serve the University of Warwick and Coventry South.  

At the local level, work is on-going in relation to options for strategic public transport 
improvements to the south of Stratford-on-Avon. 

4.1.2.2.2 Rail 
Proposals in the West Midlands Rail Investment Strategy produced by the WMRE include:54 

• A new Warwick University / South Coventry station. 
• Support for electrification of the lines from Birmingham Snowhill between Leamington 

Spa and Stratford. 
• Remodelling of Leamington Spa Station. 
• Improving network capacity on core rail corridors, including dualling the track between 

Coventry – Leamington Spa.  

As noted above, at the local level, work is on-going in relation to options for strategic public 
transport improvements to the south of Stratford-on-Avon.55 

As referenced above, the very light rail context will be monitored and where possible, 
opportunities to serve areas in South Warwickshire will be explored. 

4.1.2.3 Highways 
Major planned/on-going construction projects in the SWLP area include:56 

• A3400 Birmingham Road, Stratford-upon-Avon - Proposals include improving 
pedestrian and cycle linkages, localised road widening and reallocation of road, and 
consideration of a secondary access into Tesco’s. 

• A452 Kenilworth to Leamington Spa cycle route (K2L) - The K2L cycle route will extend 
from the northern side of Leamington Spa town centre to south Kenilworth. 

• A452 Europa Way Corridor – a key route between the M40, Leamington Spa and 
Warwick. The programme consists of a series of highways and sustainable transport 
improvement schemes, including a 500-space park and ride facility. This programme 
will be a combination of developer led and funded schemes and council led schemes. 

 
54 West Midlands Rail Executive (2023) West Midlands Rail Investment Strategy 2022-2050. Available at: 
https://wmre.org.uk/media/aryjxnga/wmre-investment-strategy-and-summary-final.pdf (Accessed 
14/10/2024) 
55 Add link if/when available 
56 WCC (2024) Major Construction Projects. Available at: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/major-
transport-construction-projects (Accessed 11/09/24)  

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/major-transport-construction-projects
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/major-transport-construction-projects
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• A46 Strategic Link Road - a proposed transport infrastructure scheme that has been led 
jointly by Coventry City Council and Warwickshire County Council. The scheme aims to 
support significant employment and housing growth within South Coventry and the 
adjoining area of Warwickshire. The first phase of this link Road scheme, the 
improvement of the A46 Stoneleigh Interchange, is fully funded and is currently under 
construction. Warwick District Council, Coventry City Council and University of 
Warwick have prepared a draft Framework Masterplan for the University Campus, and 
this states that, rather than extending the link road, the preference would be for active 
and public transport infrastructure to be strongly prioritised. This will be a matter for the 
Local Plan reviews to consider and determine, with the University’s plans responding 
accordingly;57   

• A439 Warwick Road in Stratford-upon-Avon, dewatering adjacent land and enhancing 
storm drainage, new crossing point and footpath cycleway;  58 and 

• Shottery Link Road (a link road from the A422 Alcester Road to the B439 Evesham 
Road). 

WCC’s historic bridge maintenance programme is a five-year programme that commenced in 
2020/21 and includes works to:59 

• Bidford on Avon River Bridge 
• Castle Bridge, Warwick 
• Clopton Bridge, Stratford-upon-Avon 
• Binton Bridge South, Welford-on-Avon. 

On-going work in relation to road safety in the County includes:60 

• Casualty reduction schemes, focusing on cluster sites. 
• Liaison with the Safety Camera function to ensure effective deployment of fixed and 

mobile assets. 
• Using a programme of joint purchase to facilitate parish councils deploying their own 

Speed Indicator Devices within a county wide consistent framework. 

4.1.2.4 Freight 
WMRE’s Rail Strategy identifies the need for further capacity enhancements for future freight 
growth, including capacity enhancements between Coventry and Leamington.   

 
57 Coventry City Council et al.  (2024) Supplementary Planning Document Draft Campus Framework 
Masterplan Available at: https://coventrycitycouncil.inconsult.uk/gf2.ti/f/1625186/207405637.1/PDF/-
/UoW%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document%20Accessible%20Version%20Final.pdf 
(Accessed 28/10/2024) 
58 WCC (2024) A439 Warwick Road in Stratford-upon-Avon update.  Available at: 
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/5067/a439-warwick-road-in-stratford-upon-avon-update 
(Accessed 12/09/24) 
59 WCC (not dated) Historic bridge maintenance programme. Available at: 
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/major-transport-construction-projects/historic-bridge-maintenance-
programme/2#:~:text=Due%20to%20difficulty%20in%20maintenance%20of%20such%20structures,%2
0the%20three-year (Accessed 03/10/24) 
60 Warwickshire Road Safety Partnership (2022) Our Strategy to 2030. Available at: 
https://warksroadsafety.org/our-strategy/ (Accessed 12/09/24) 

https://coventrycitycouncil.inconsult.uk/gf2.ti/f/1625186/207405637.1/PDF/-/UoW%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document%20Accessible%20Version%20Final.pdf
https://coventrycitycouncil.inconsult.uk/gf2.ti/f/1625186/207405637.1/PDF/-/UoW%20Supplementary%20Planning%20Document%20Accessible%20Version%20Final.pdf
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/5067/a439-warwick-road-in-stratford-upon-avon-update
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/major-transport-construction-projects/historic-bridge-maintenance-programme/2#:~:text=Due%20to%20difficulty%20in%20maintenance%20of%20such%20structures,%20the%20three-year
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/major-transport-construction-projects/historic-bridge-maintenance-programme/2#:~:text=Due%20to%20difficulty%20in%20maintenance%20of%20such%20structures,%20the%20three-year
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/major-transport-construction-projects/historic-bridge-maintenance-programme/2#:~:text=Due%20to%20difficulty%20in%20maintenance%20of%20such%20structures,%20the%20three-year
https://warksroadsafety.org/our-strategy/
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Whilst major freight and logistics infrastructure such as Magna Park61 and Daventry 
International Rail Freight Terminal62 lie just outside Warwickshire, their impacts are felt with 
associated freight movements on the road and rail networks. Businesses take advantage of 
these distribution hubs to transfer freight from road to rail.63   

Stratford-on-Avon District Council launched an E-Cargo bike scheme in April 2022 which was 
part funded by the Department of Transport.64  

4.1.2.5 Aviation 
Policy AS.9 of the Adopted Core Strategy sets out a set of principles for considering 
development in the Wellesbourne Area, including retention and support for the enhancement of 
established flying functions and aviation related facilities at Wellesbourne Mountford Airfield.  
On 30 August 2019, the Council and the Airfield owners signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (‘MoU1’). The MoU1 ensured that aviation will continue at the Airfield while plans 
for its future enhancement are developed and discussed. A further Memorandum of 
Understanding (‘MoU2’) was signed on 15 August 2022, which set out the next steps required to 
secure the long-term future of the Airfield.65 

A hybrid planning application for the retention and enhancement of Wellesbourne Mountford 
Airfield together with provision for employment related development was submitted in 
September 2024 and is currently under consideration.66 

As noted above, Coventry Airport is being redeveloped for a gigafactory. 

4.1.3 Infrastructure Implications of Future Growth 
In the Scoping and Issues and Options consultations, each Spatial Growth Option was 
presented with an indicative map and list of settlements which could feature in that option. 
These maps and settlement lists were not intended to be definitive, or to be relied upon to 
indicate the likelihood of a particular site’s suitability for allocation.  

For the Preferred Options consultation, it is considered necessary to provide a clear delineation 
of the Sustainable Travel and Economy Spatial Growth Strategy; and to prioritise areas within 
that delineation. This is necessary so that there is a clear indication whether potential 
development sites fall inside or outside of the chosen Spatial Growth Strategy. It is anticipated 

 
61 GLP (2024) Magna Park Lutterworth. Available at:  https://lutterworth.magnapark.co.uk/ (Accessed 
12/09/24) 
62 Prologis (2024) Prologis RFI Daventry International Rail Freight Terminal East Midlands. Available at: 
https://www.prologis.co.uk/our-parks/prologis-rfi-dirft (Accessed 12/09/24) 
63 WCC (2023) A New Local Transport Plan for Warwickshire. Available at: 
https://api.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/WCCC-1980322935-2491 (Accessed 04/09/2024) 
64 Stratford on Avon District Council (2024) E-Cargo Bikes Scheme. Available at:  
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/parking-roads-transport/e-cargo-bikes-initiative.cfm (Accessed 12/09/24) 
65 Stratford on Avon District Council (2022) Wellesbourne Airfield Memorandum of Understanding 
Available at: https://www.stratford.gov.uk/planning-building/wellesbourne-
airfield.cfm#:~:text=As%20part%20of%20the%20ongoing%20Compulsory%20Purchase%20Order,enha
ncement%20of%20the%20facility%20are%20developed%20and%20discussed. (Accessed 11/11/24). 
66 Gladman Development Ltd (2022) Application Reference . 24/02333/OUT. Available at: 
https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=SJRD5IPMK8G00 (Accessed 
11/11/2024)  

https://lutterworth.magnapark.co.uk/
https://www.prologis.co.uk/our-parks/prologis-rfi-dirft
https://api.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/WCCC-1980322935-2491
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/parking-roads-transport/e-cargo-bikes-initiative.cfm
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/planning-building/wellesbourne-airfield.cfm#:~:text=As%20part%20of%20the%20ongoing%20Compulsory%20Purchase%20Order,enhancement%20of%20the%20facility%20are%20developed%20and%20discussed
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/planning-building/wellesbourne-airfield.cfm#:~:text=As%20part%20of%20the%20ongoing%20Compulsory%20Purchase%20Order,enhancement%20of%20the%20facility%20are%20developed%20and%20discussed
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/planning-building/wellesbourne-airfield.cfm#:~:text=As%20part%20of%20the%20ongoing%20Compulsory%20Purchase%20Order,enhancement%20of%20the%20facility%20are%20developed%20and%20discussed
https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=SJRD5IPMK8G00
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that there will be sites which are poorly located, but which would otherwise be suitable for 
development. As such, it is essential to provide a clear justification when suitable sites are 
rejected because they fall outside of the chosen Spatial Growth Strategy.  

To define the Spatial Growth Strategy, a range of features have been identified and mapped 
which reflect different aspects of the hybrid strategy. These are:  

Urban land:  

• to maximise the re-use of urban brownfield sites where these are available.  

Sustainable travel:  

• rail – stations in South Warwickshire and within 5km of the border  
• bus – areas with good travel times to major towns by bus  

Enterprise hubs:  

• town centres  
• business parks and industrial estates  
• major employment sites  
• neighbouring major settlements  

Socio-economic:  

• areas of deprivation where this could be mitigated by new development  

For each of these features, appropriate “buffer distances” around the feature are identified. 
These are straight-line distances to the point or outer boundary of the identified feature. Land 
within the stated distance of any one of these features falls within the Spatial Growth Strategy.  

Three sets of buffer distances are identified, which result in three priority areas within the 
Spatial Growth Strategy. The buffers for the various aspects considered under Priority 1 are 
merged into a single area; a site falling within the stated distance of any one of these buffers 
would be considered as within Priority 1. This process is repeated for priorities 2 and 3. Where a 
site falls across multiple priority areas, or partly within the Spatial Growth Strategy and partly 
outside, consideration will be given to the percentage of the site area in each priority area.  

The features and distances used for each priority area are set out in the Growth Strategy Topic 
Paper.  The paper also provides additional context and rationale for the approach taken. 

In terms of transport related infrastructure, the benefits of the proposed approach are:  

• It provides the critical mass to provide new community facilities and services (such as 
schools) and helps to internalise trips.  

• It optimises potential for active travel, including bicycle buses.67 
• It optimises the potential for travel by bus and rail, including new transport hubs and 

Park and Ride facilities. 

 
67 A bicycle bus is an organised group cycle on a set route with timetabled stops along the way, e.g. to 
school or work (see https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/get-active/what-is-a-bike-bus-and-how-can-i-
set-one-up/). 

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/get-active/what-is-a-bike-bus-and-how-can-i-set-one-up/
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/get-active/what-is-a-bike-bus-and-how-can-i-set-one-up/
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• It provides the opportunity for people to access employment locally. 
• It makes use of existing infrastructure. 
• It helps to address existing problems associated with deprivation. 

There are also opportunities to help tackle existing congestion, improve take up of public 
transport, for example real-time information on public transport and improvements to existing 
train services and facilities.  

Any future employment development at Wellesbourne Mountford Airfield would need to ensure 
that the aviation function of the airfield would continue to be secured. 

4.2 Education 

4.2.1 Performance of Existing Infrastructure 
WCC is the Local Education Authority (LEA) for the County, including the SWLP area. As such its 
responsibilities include:68 

• Ensuring there are sufficient primary and secondary school places available.   
• Distributing and monitoring funding for state schools in their area.  
• Promoting high standards of education and ensuring that every child fulfils their 

educational potential. 
• Identifying children not receiving education. 

WCC receives Basic Need Grant and High Needs Capital funding from the Department for 
Education. High needs funding supports new and improved provision for children with special 
educational needs and disabilities or requiring alternative provision.  WCC also seeks to secure 
financial contributions from housing developers (s106) to fund the education capital projects 
associated with new housing developments. 

LEAs are required to offer free school transport to children aged between five and 16 if they go to 
their nearest suitable school and live at least:69 

• two miles from the school if they are under eight. 
• three miles away if they are eight or older. 

Families on low incomes who are in receipt of certain benefits or are entitled to Free School 
Meals have greater rights to free transport. 

WCC has prepared a range of policy documents relating to future provision of schools in the 
County, including: 

• Warwickshire Education Strategy 2024-202970 
• SEND and Inclusion Strategy 2024 - 2029 

 
68 HM Government (1996) Education Act. Available at: 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1996/56/contents (Accessed 16/09/2024) 
69 WCC (2024) Free school transport for students under the age of 16. Available at: 
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/transporthelpunder16 (Accessed 16/09/24) 
70 WCC (2024) Warwickshire Education Strategy 2024 – 2029. Available at: 
https://api.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/WCCC-555761535-673 (Accessed 16.09/2024) 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1996/56/contents
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/transporthelpunder16
https://api.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/WCCC-555761535-673
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• Education Sufficiency Strategy 2024 - 202971 
• School Effectiveness Strategy 2024 - 2029 
• Early Years Integrated Delivery Plan 2024 - 202772 
• Outdoor Education and Learning Strategy 2022 

For the purposes of planning for school places, WCC has identified a number of Planning Areas, 
which do not necessarily correspond with district boundaries. The SWLP area falls within both 
the Warwick/Central Warwickshire Planning Area and Stratford/South Warwickshire Planning 
Areas.    

4.2.1.1 Early Years and Childcare Provision 
Providers of early years provision, include preschools, nurseries, childminders and schools.  
National legislation has introduced early years provision free of charge, which includes: 

• the 15-hour entitlement for the most disadvantaged 2-year-olds (‘disadvantaged 2-year-
olds entitlement’) 

• the 15-hour entitlement for parents of 3- and 4-year-olds (the ‘universal entitlement’) 
• existing and planned working parent entitlements, which include: 

o the 30-hour entitlement for eligible working parents of 3- and 4-year-olds 
o from April 2024, the 15-hour entitlement for children aged 2 years of eligible 

working parents 
o from September 2024, the 15-hour entitlement for children aged 9 months of 

eligible working parents 
o from September 2025, the 30-hour entitlement for children aged 9 months of 

eligible working parents.73 

WCC has produced a forecast of early years and childcare places to 2027/8 with a base date of 
2023.74  Tables 4.2 and 4.3 present information for areas that are relevant to the SWLP.  A map 
of the areas referred to is available online.75  This shows that in most cases, the forecast surplus 
capacity is less than 15% of available capacity. Table 4.2 shows that the Shipston Area has the 
lowest forecast surplus, at just 1.2% by 2027/8. Table 4.3 shows that the Kenilworth area has 
the second lowest forecast surplus at 4.3% by 2027/8.  

 
71 WCC (2024) Warwickshire Education Sufficiency Strategy 2024 – 2029. Available at: 
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s37247/Appendix%201%20for%20Warwickshire%2
0Education%20Sufficiency%20Strategy%202024-2029.pdf (Accessed 16/09/2024) 
72 WCC (2024) Warwickshire Early Years Integrated Delivery Plan 2024/2027. Available at: 
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/mgConvert2PDF.aspx?ID=38335 (Accessed 16/09/2024) 
 
73 Department for Education (2024) Statutory Guidance, Early Education and Childcare. Available at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-education-and-childcare--2/early-education-and-
childcare-applies-from-1-april-2024. (Accessed 16/09/2024) 
74 WCC (2023) Annual Education Sufficiency Update Appendices. Available at:  
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s33731/Appendix%202%20for%20Annual%200-
25%20Sufficiency%20Update%202023.pdf (Accessed 16/09/2024) 
75 WCC (2020) ESEC Planning Area Boundaries. Available at: https://data.warwickshire.gov.uk/esec-
planning-area-boundaries/ (Accessed 16/09/2024). 
 

https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s37247/Appendix%201%20for%20Warwickshire%20Education%20Sufficiency%20Strategy%202024-2029.pdf
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s37247/Appendix%201%20for%20Warwickshire%20Education%20Sufficiency%20Strategy%202024-2029.pdf
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/mgConvert2PDF.aspx?ID=38335
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-education-and-childcare--2/early-education-and-childcare-applies-from-1-april-2024
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-education-and-childcare--2/early-education-and-childcare-applies-from-1-april-2024
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s33731/Appendix%202%20for%20Annual%200-25%20Sufficiency%20Update%202023.pdf
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s33731/Appendix%202%20for%20Annual%200-25%20Sufficiency%20Update%202023.pdf
https://data.warwickshire.gov.uk/esec-planning-area-boundaries/
https://data.warwickshire.gov.uk/esec-planning-area-boundaries/
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Table 4.2: Childcare places Stratford-on-Avon District   

ESEC Planning 
Area 

Capacity 
2023 

Surplus 
23/24 

Surplus as a 
% of capacity 

Surplus 
27/28 

Surplus as a % of 
capacity 

Alcester 876 132 15.1 97 11.1 
Clopton 852 171 20.1 131 15.4 
Lighthorne 455 64 14.1 46 10.1 
Shipston 589 33 5.6 7 1.2 
Southam 1109 153 13.8 109 9.8 
Stratford 2121 206 9.7 117 5.5 
Studley 1047 143 13.7 101 9.6 
Wellesbourne 1343 198 14.7 145 10.8 

 
Table 4.3: Childcare Places in Warwick District  

ESEC Planning 
Area 

Capacity 
2023 

Surplus 
23/24 

Surplus as a 
% of capacity 

Surplus 
27/28 

Surplus as a % 
of capacity 

Kenilworth 832 39 4.7 36 4.3 
Kingsway 1735 208 12.0 201 11.6 
Lillington 1794 185 10.3 178 9.9 
Newburgh 458 112 24.5 111 24.2 
St John's 781 155 19.8 152 19.5 
Sydenham 727 100 13.8 97 13.3 
Warwick 732 85 11.6 82 11.2 
Westgate 1043 103 9.9 99 9.5 
Whitnash 432 62 14.4 60 13.9 

 

4.2.1.2 Primary Education 
Primary schools within the SWLP area are shown in Appendix A of this report. For its planning 
purposes, WCC presents schools within Warwick/central Warwickshire and Stratford/South 
Warwickshire. As at 2023 there were 101 Primary Schools within the SWLP area (of which 56 are 
in Stratford-on-Avon District and 45 are in Warwick District).  

There is pressure on places in Key Stage 2 (ages 7 to 11) in Warwick District, largely as a result of 
families moving into new housing developments in the Kenilworth and South of Leamington 
planning areas. Kineton has a current shortfall of seven spaces, with a forecast surplus of 5 
spaces by 2025/6, with a shortfall of 9 spaces forecast by 2027/28.  76    

4.2.1.3 Secondary Education 
Secondary schools within the SWLP area are shown in Table A2 at Appendix A of this report. 
For its planning purposes, WCC presents schools within Warwick/central Warwickshire and 
Stratford/South Warwickshire. As at 2023 there were 18 Schools within the SWLP area providing 

 
76 WCC (2023) Annual Education Sufficiency Update Appendices. Available at:  
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s33731/Appendix%202%20for%20Annual%200-
25%20Sufficiency%20Update%202023.pdf (Accessed 16/09/2024) 

https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s33731/Appendix%202%20for%20Annual%200-25%20Sufficiency%20Update%202023.pdf
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s33731/Appendix%202%20for%20Annual%200-25%20Sufficiency%20Update%202023.pdf
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Secondary education (11 in Stratford-on Avon District and 7 in Warwick District, including two 
all through school).77   

Key points in relation to Secondary Schools within the SWLP area from WCC’s sufficiency report 
are summarised below. 78 

Kenilworth planning area is forecasting a significant deficit of places in some year groups. 
Kenilworth School has expanded into a new school site from 2023 by an additional 150 places. 
Final built capacity of the new site will allow for further expansion as required in future years. 

Southam is forecasting pressure on places for several years, which include pupils from outside 
the county. These are at low numbers of pupils during the forecast period and will be monitored. 
It is expected that the low level of pressure for places will be accommodated at existing 
schools.  

Southam College admits around 5% of pupils from over the county border with West 
Northamptonshire. Admissions arrangements are such that the number of places allocated to 
pupils living outside Warwickshire would reduce, should demand from Warwickshire pupils 
increase. 

The new Oakley School in Warwick opened its Secondary phase in 2023 with an initial intake of 
180 at Year 7 only. The new school will open an additional year group each academic year and 
will mitigate the need for additional Secondary school places in the area due to new housing. 
Pressure on places in higher year groups in the short-term will be mitigated by existing schools, 
including temporary expansions as required. 

Kineton is forecasting pressure on places for several years. These are at low numbers of pupils 
during the forecast period and will be monitored. The school admits a significant proportion of 
pupils (approx. 18%) from Oxfordshire. Admissions arrangements are such that the number of 
places allocated to pupils living outside Warwickshire would reduce, should demand from 
Warwickshire pupils increase. Kineton High School will undergo expansion in line with housing 
development when required. 

Stratford is forecasting pressure on places for several years. In response to this pressure, 
Stratford upon Avon School will expand from 2024 by an additional 150 places.  

Alcester and Studley is forecast to be full to capacity for several years. Studley High School and 
St Benedict’s Catholic High School admit a significant proportion of pupils from Worcestershire. 
Admissions arrangements are such that the number of places allocated to pupils living outside 
Warwickshire would reduce, should demand from Warwickshire pupils increase. 
Worcestershire is planning to open a new Secondary school in the vicinity in 2025 which may 
free up some demand in the planning area to Warwickshire resident pupils.  

 
77 WCC (2023) Annual Education Sufficiency Update Appendices. Available at:  
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s33731/Appendix%202%20for%20Annual%200-
25%20Sufficiency%20Update%202023.pdf (Accessed 16/09/2024) 
78 WCC (2023) Annual Education Sufficiency Update Ages 0-25. Available at: 
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s33730/Appendix%201%20for%20Annual%200-
25%20Sufficiency%20Update%202023.pdf (Accessed 16/09/2024) 

https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s33731/Appendix%202%20for%20Annual%200-25%20Sufficiency%20Update%202023.pdf
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s33731/Appendix%202%20for%20Annual%200-25%20Sufficiency%20Update%202023.pdf
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s33730/Appendix%201%20for%20Annual%200-25%20Sufficiency%20Update%202023.pdf
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s33730/Appendix%201%20for%20Annual%200-25%20Sufficiency%20Update%202023.pdf
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Henley is forecast to be full to capacity for several years. This includes around 25% pupils that 
attend from outside the county border, in Worcestershire and Solihull. Admissions 
arrangements are such that the number of places allocated to pupils living outside 
Warwickshire would reduce, should demand from Warwickshire pupils increase.  

The sufficiency report notes that  three of the Secondary Schools in Stratford area are grammar 
schools. As such, the places at these schools are not necessarily available to all local pupils 
and attract pupils from outside of the area. WCC will work with schools to improve the 
accessibility of grammar schools to local pupils where possible. 

4.2.1.4 Special Education Needs and Disabilities 
Post-16 pupils with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) are accommodated in 
mainstream schools and colleges as well as in specialist settings Warwick/Central 
Warwickshire contains one special school, one Specialist Resourced Provision  (Primary) and 
one Specialist Resourced Provision (Secondary), as well as three independent special  schools. 
These are generally sufficient to meet the needs of the area at Primary phase when taken as a  
whole, however, many places are used to meet demand from elsewhere in and outside of the  
County. There is a need for additional specialist provision at Secondary phase across  
Warwick/Central Warwickshire – including Kenilworth and Southam. Stratford/South 
Warwickshire contains two special schools and three Specialist Resourced Provisions 
(Primary), as well as one independent special school. 79 

4.2.1.5 Post 16 provision (Sixth Form and College) 
Thirteen secondary schools in the SWLP area have Sixth Forms providing post 16 education. 
Warwickshire College Group (WCG) is a large general further education college. WCG operates 
from six sites across Warwickshire and Worcestershire, of which one is in Leamington Spa and 
another in Warwick. Students enrolled will often be from across the county. The campus in 
which a student attends will not always be the one that is in their resident district/borough. 
There may be students attending from all five Districts and Boroughs across Warwickshire.  
Funded student numbers have reduced since 2019/20 by 840 students, the number of high 
needs students has increased by 270 students over the same period. 80 

Royal Leamington Spa College is a centre for specialism in Games Art and Design, supporting 
the local computer games industry which has one of the main UK hubs right here in Leamington 
Spa. Moreton Morrell was the first equine college in Britain.81 

Stratford-upon-Avon College is part of Solihull College & University Centre, following a merger in 
2018. The college has more than 1,500 students and over 200 staff. 

 
79 WCC (2023) Annual Education Sufficiency Update Ages 0-25. Available at: 
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s33730/Appendix%201%20for%20Annual%200-
25%20Sufficiency%20Update%202023.pdf (Accessed 16/09/2024) 
80 WCC (2023) Annual Education Sufficiency Update Ages 0-25. Available at: 
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s33730/Appendix%201%20for%20Annual%200-
25%20Sufficiency%20Update%202023.pdf (Accessed 16/09/2024) 
81 WCG (2024) Facts and Figures. Available at: https://wcg-future.co.uk/facts-and-figures/ (Accessed 
16/09/2024) 

https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s33730/Appendix%201%20for%20Annual%200-25%20Sufficiency%20Update%202023.pdf
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s33730/Appendix%201%20for%20Annual%200-25%20Sufficiency%20Update%202023.pdf
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s33730/Appendix%201%20for%20Annual%200-25%20Sufficiency%20Update%202023.pdf
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s33730/Appendix%201%20for%20Annual%200-25%20Sufficiency%20Update%202023.pdf
https://wcg-future.co.uk/facts-and-figures/
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4.2.2 Baseline Proposed Investment Schemes 
4.2.2.1 Early Years Provision 
WCC’s Annual Education Sufficiency Report includes details of some of the recent/planned 
schemes, which include early years provision, and these are summarised below.82 

New school provision in the SWLP area will see additional early years places offered responding 
to the increased demand in the area. New early years provision will open on the site of the new 
Oakley Grove School in 2024. Developer funding allocations have been used to support 
expansion of two school sites in the Stratford upon Avon town area along with current plans for 
development of places via the same route in the Bidford-upon-Avon area.   

Expansion and relocation of Lighthorne Heath Primary School will include additional nursery 
places to help meet local needs. 

Additional nursery places are also planned at the new Myton Gardens School due to open in 
2025/26.  

Targeted use of developer funding has been allocated to support increased place offer in the 
Radford Semele area with additional projects currently being worked on in other outlying areas 
of Leamington Spa. 

Warwickshire is currently undertaking a marketing campaign and follow on support for 
interested parties to increase the numbers of childminders operating across the county, 
including the SWLP area. 

4.2.2.2 Primary Education 
Expansion of an existing school, St John’s Primary School, in Kenilworth by 1FE is proposed to 
mitigate pressure in the town as a result of the build out of strategic housing allocations in the 
town. New Primary provision in the form of two 1FE primary schools is planned as part new 
development in east Kenilworth, however, the trigger point for this new provision is likely to be 
towards the end of the forecast period. 83 

There is some pressure on places in the South of Leamington planning area due to significant 
new housing, currently relieved by the opening of three new schools and two temporary classes 
– as well as capacity in neighbouring planning areas:  84 

• Heathcote Primary School opened in 2017 with a final capacity of 420, classes are being 
opened gradually and in 2023 the school had an operating capacity of 360.  

• Oakley Grove School will include a primary phase with a final capacity of 420, and an 
initial intake of 30 at Reception only. 

 
82 WCC (2023) Annual Education Sufficiency Update Ages 0-25. Available at: 
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s33730/Appendix%201%20for%20Annual%200-
25%20Sufficiency%20Update%202023.pdf (Accessed 16/09/2024) 
83 WCC (2023) Annual Education Sufficiency Update Ages 0-25. Available at: 
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s33730/Appendix%201%20for%20Annual%200-
25%20Sufficiency%20Update%202023.pdf (Accessed 16/09/2024) 
84 WCC (2023) Annual Education Sufficiency Update Ages 0-25. Available at: 
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s33730/Appendix%201%20for%20Annual%200-
25%20Sufficiency%20Update%202023.pdf (Accessed 16/09/2024) 

https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s33730/Appendix%201%20for%20Annual%200-25%20Sufficiency%20Update%202023.pdf
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s33730/Appendix%201%20for%20Annual%200-25%20Sufficiency%20Update%202023.pdf
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s33730/Appendix%201%20for%20Annual%200-25%20Sufficiency%20Update%202023.pdf
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s33730/Appendix%201%20for%20Annual%200-25%20Sufficiency%20Update%202023.pdf
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s33730/Appendix%201%20for%20Annual%200-25%20Sufficiency%20Update%202023.pdf
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s33730/Appendix%201%20for%20Annual%200-25%20Sufficiency%20Update%202023.pdf
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• Myton Gardens is planned to open in 2025 with a final capacity of 420, and an initial 
intake of 30 at Reception only. 

• A fourth new 2FE Primary school is proposed as part of The Asps housing development, 
to open as needed in response to increased demand from the new housing. 

• Temporary classes of 30 pupils at Reception have opened at both Bishops Tachbrook 
Primary School and Briar Hill Infant School in 2023, moving through subsequent year 
groups each year. 

• Options for Key Stage 2 temporary classes will be explored with local schools to meet 
demand in the next two years in higher year groups. 

• Napton and Radford Semele are also experiencing some pressure for places, which will 
be mitigated by surplus capacity in neighbouring planning areas as required. 

4.2.2.3 Secondary Education 
Key points from the sufficiency report are summarised below. 85 

Kenilworth planning area is forecasting a significant deficit of places in some year groups. 
Kenilworth School has expanded into a new school site from 2023 by an additional 150 places. 
Final built capacity of the new site will allow for further expansion as required in future years, 
with an anticipated capacity of 2,200 pupils. 

Options to expand Southam College will be explored if future forecasts justify. 

Southam College admits around 5% of pupils from over the county border with West 
Northamptonshire. Admissions arrangements are such that the number of places allocated to 
pupils living outside Warwickshire would reduce, should demand from Warwickshire pupils 
increase. 

The new Oakley School in Warwick opened its Secondary phase in 2023 with an initial intake of 
180 at Year 7 only. It will open an additional year group each academic year and will mitigate the 
need for additional Secondary school places in the area. Pressure on places in higher year 
groups in the short-term will be mitigated by existing schools, including temporary expansions 
as required. 

Shipston High School will expand from 2024 by an additional 150 places, providing increased 
capacity for the area. 

A new Primary School and Secondary School are planned as part of development on land at 
Kings Hill, Stoneleigh, which is allocated for 4,000 homes in the adopted Warwick Local Plan. 
Outline consent has been granted for 2,500 dwellings, the two schools and associated 
infrastructure.86   

 
85 WCC (2023) Annual Education Sufficiency Update Ages 0-25. Available at: 
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s33730/Appendix%201%20for%20Annual%200-
25%20Sufficiency%20Update%202023.pdf (Accessed 16/09/2024) 
86 WDC (2024) Notice of Decision Application Reference W/18/0643. Available at 
https://planningdocuments.warwickdc.gov.uk/online-
applications/files/0849D003275CB9853FCFAA5442527BD9/pdf/W_18_0643-Doc_MAN_-
_Decision_Noticie_-_MA-1772505.pdf (Accessed 15/10/2024) 

https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s33730/Appendix%201%20for%20Annual%200-25%20Sufficiency%20Update%202023.pdf
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s33730/Appendix%201%20for%20Annual%200-25%20Sufficiency%20Update%202023.pdf
https://planningdocuments.warwickdc.gov.uk/online-applications/files/0849D003275CB9853FCFAA5442527BD9/pdf/W_18_0643-Doc_MAN_-_Decision_Noticie_-_MA-1772505.pdf
https://planningdocuments.warwickdc.gov.uk/online-applications/files/0849D003275CB9853FCFAA5442527BD9/pdf/W_18_0643-Doc_MAN_-_Decision_Noticie_-_MA-1772505.pdf
https://planningdocuments.warwickdc.gov.uk/online-applications/files/0849D003275CB9853FCFAA5442527BD9/pdf/W_18_0643-Doc_MAN_-_Decision_Noticie_-_MA-1772505.pdf
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4.2.2.4 Special Education Needs and Disabilities  
Existing places are generally sufficient to meet the needs of the area at Primary phase when 
taken as a whole, however, many places are used to meet demand from elsewhere in and 
outside of the County. Key points from the Sufficiency Report relating to the SWLP area are 
summarised below, WCC is exploring options to address identified shortfalls: 87 

• There is a need for additional specialist provision at Primary phase within Stratford-on-
Avon District, excluding Stratford-on-Avon; 

• Additional specialist provision is needed at Secondary phase, in parts of the SWLP area, 
including Kenilworth and Southam.  

• From 2024, a new Primary Specialist Resourced Provision will be open at St John's 
Primary School in Kenilworth. 

• From 2024, the new all-through school at Warwick, Oakley School will provide Specialist 
Resourced Provisions at both Primary and Secondary phases.  

• Myton Gardens Primary School is planned to open in 2025/2026 and will also offer 
Specialist Resourced Provision. 

• The Talenton Academy Alternative Provision Free School in Warwick is due to open with 
a capacity of 60 from 2025/26. 

4.2.2.5 Post 16 provision (Sixth Form and College) 
No proposals currently identified. Stratford-upon-Avon College completed a £13million 
redevelopment project in 2023. 

4.2.3 Infrastructure Implications of Future Growth 
Assumptions about pupil yield per year group provided by WCC will be used as the basis for 
understanding the need for school places associated with new housing.   

Information is provided below on the size of school required in those instances where a new 
school would be required. Central Government also encourages ‘extended schools’ that include 
other community services and larger sites will be required if joint use of school facilities is to be 
considered. 88 WCC will seek developer contributions towards the costs of providing additional 
school places in existing schools and capital and revenue costs associated with new schools. 
DfE guidance advises that where new schools are planned within housing developments, WCC 
should consider whether direct delivery by the developer would represent the best value for 
money, subject to an appropriate design and quality assurance.   

Land requirements for new provision will be provided in addition to the per pupil capital 
contribution. 

Developer contributions may also be requested towards home to school transport costs for 
pupils travelling further than the statutory walking distance or where the walking distance may 
not be safe. 

 
87 WCC (2023) Annual Education Sufficiency Update Ages 0-25. Available at: 
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s33730/Appendix%201%20for%20Annual%200-
25%20Sufficiency%20Update%202023.pdf (Accessed 16/09/2024) 
88 WCC (2023) Developers’ Guide to Contributions for Education and Early Years Provision. Available at: 
https://api.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/WCCC-555761535-597 (Accessed 16/09/24) 

https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s33730/Appendix%201%20for%20Annual%200-25%20Sufficiency%20Update%202023.pdf
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s33730/Appendix%201%20for%20Annual%200-25%20Sufficiency%20Update%202023.pdf
https://api.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/WCCC-555761535-597
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Community Use Agreements provide a mechanism for securing use of school facilities, 
including playing fields for wider use by the community outside of school hours.89  

4.2.3.1 Early Years Provision and childcare 
As noted above the strategy for early years provision is to provide this within existing facilities, 
where possible. 

4.2.3.2 Primary Education 
WCC has indicated that a development of between 1,500 and 2,000 dwellings would require a 
new primary school.  Smaller schemes might justify a new school to address existing shortfalls. 

WCC has produced guidance on the amount of land required for new primary schools, which 
indicates a site area of between 1.1 and 2.9 ha, depending on the number of pupils planned 
for.90 

4.2.3.3 Secondary Education 
WCC has indicated that a development of 6,000 dwellings would require a new secondary 
school. Smaller schemes might justify a new school to address existing shortfalls.  

WCC has produced guidance on the amount of land required for new primary schools, which 
indicates a site area of between 6.8 and 8.6 ha, depending on the number of pupils planned for.  
Between 8.7 and 10.6ha would be required for schools that include provision for post 16 
education.91 

Councils have no powers to direct academies to expand. All of the eighteen schools that 
provide Secondary education in the SWLP area are academies. 

4.2.3.4 Special Education Needs and Disabilities 
As noted above the strategy for SEN provision is to provide this within existing facilities, where 
possible. 

4.2.3.5 Post 16 provision (Sixth Form and College) 
It is assumed that the strategy for Post 16 provision is to provide this through expansion of 
existing facilities, where possible. 

4.3 Healthcare 
This section outlines the provision of healthcare within South Warwickshire. The NHS is a 
network of care providers, each with specific functions and focuses. 

Primary care is typically a patient’s first point of contact with the healthcare system. Primary 
care encompasses general practice, community pharmacies, dentistry, and eye-care. 
Secondary care generally takes place in a hospital and includes planned or elective care, urgent 

 
89 Sport England (not dated) Use our School. Available at: https://www.sportengland.org/funds-and-
campaigns/use-our-school?section=introduction (Accessed 16/09/2024). 
90 WCC (2023) Developers’ Guide to Contributions for Education and Early Years Provision. Available at: 
https://api.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/WCCC-555761535-597 (Accessed 16/09/24). 
91 WCC (2023) Developers’ Guide to Contributions for Education and Early Years Provision. Available at: 
https://api.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/WCCC-555761535-597 (Accessed 16/09/24). 
 

https://www.sportengland.org/funds-and-campaigns/use-our-school?section=introduction
https://www.sportengland.org/funds-and-campaigns/use-our-school?section=introduction
https://api.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/WCCC-555761535-597
https://api.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/WCCC-555761535-597
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and emergency care, ambulance services, hospital emergency departments, out-of-hours GP 
services, and mental health care. It also covers the 999 and 111 services. 

The focus of this IDP is on primary and secondary care, however tertiary care (highly specialist 
treatment) and community health are also important parts of the NHS ecosystem. It is 
important to note that providers do not operate in isolation. Primary, secondary, tertiary and 
community care should act as a single, integrated care system. Patients should move 
seamlessly between providers relevant to their treatment, with appropriate sharing of 
information and a clear point of contact for the patient.92 

4.3.1 Performance of Existing Infrastructure 
There are 32 GP practices in South Warwickshire. Warwick Hospital is the only hospital in South 
Warwickshire which has an Accident and Emergency department. However, there are additional 
hospitals near the SWLP boundary which will be used by some South Warwickshire residents. 
These include: 

• Alexandra Hospital in Redditch, approximately 0.4km west of the SWLP area. 
• Horton General Hospital in Banbury, approximately 5.6km east of the SWLP area. 
• University Hospital Coventry & Warwickshire, approximately 4.5km north of the SWLP 

area in Coventry. 
• Hospital of St. Cross, approximately 16km east of the SWLP area in Rugby. 

The NHS Coventry and Warwickshire Integrated Care Board (ICB) is responsible for the NHS 
budget for the population of Coventry and Warwickshire. The ICB leads on the planning and 
commissioning of services, and coordinates with partners across the Integrated Care system.93 
The ICB looks to bring together NHS providers, local government, and volunteers through its 
model of ‘Places’. The Stratford-on-Avon district and Warwick district area are known as ‘South 
Warwickshire Place’.94 

4.3.1.1 Overview of South Warwickshire’s Health Performance 
The health and wellbeing of residents in the SWLP area is good, performing better on average 
than England for several key health indicators. Table 4.4 shows that residents in South 
Warwickshire have higher life expectancy than average for England. This data is consistent for 
both men and women. 

  

 
92 NHS Digital (2022) The Healthcare Ecosystem. Available at: https://digital.nhs.uk/developer/guides-
and-documentation/introduction-to-healthcare-technology/the-healthcare-ecosystem (Accessed  
04/09/2024). 
93 Coventry and Warwickshire Integrated Care System (2023) Coventry and Warwickshire Integrated 
Health and Care Delivery Plan: Executive Summary. Available at: https://www.happyhealthylives.uk/our-
system/ihcdp/introduction-context/executive-summary/ (Accessed 04/09/2024). 
94 Coventry and Warwickshire Integrated Care System (2023) Coventry and Warwickshire Integrated 
Health and Care Delivery Plan: Delivering Through our Four Places. Available at: 
https://www.happyhealthylives.uk/our-system/ihcdp/delivering-through-our-four-places/ (Accessed 
04/09/2024). 

https://digital.nhs.uk/developer/guides-and-documentation/introduction-to-healthcare-technology/the-healthcare-ecosystem
https://digital.nhs.uk/developer/guides-and-documentation/introduction-to-healthcare-technology/the-healthcare-ecosystem
https://www.happyhealthylives.uk/our-system/ihcdp/introduction-context/executive-summary/
https://www.happyhealthylives.uk/our-system/ihcdp/introduction-context/executive-summary/
https://www.happyhealthylives.uk/our-system/ihcdp/delivering-through-our-four-places/
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Table 4.4: Life expectancy in Stratford-on-Avon and Warwick District (2022)95 

 Life 
expectancy at 

birth (male) 

Life expectancy 
at birth (female) 

Stratford-on-Avon 
District 

80.9 85.2 

Warwick District 80.6 84.2 

Average for England 79.3 83.2 

 
The indices of deprivation measure relative levels of deprivation across England. Both South 
Warwickshire districts are within the best (least deprived) quintile for England, see Table 4.5. 

Table 4.5: Deprivation scores for Stratford-on-Avon and Warwickshire (IMD 2019)96  

 Deprivation 
Score (IMD 

2019) 
Stratford-on-Avon 
District 

11.7 

Warwick District 12.0 

Average for England 21.7 

 

Mortality rates for circulatory diseases (all conditions affecting the heart or blood vessels) and 
cancer are lower in the South Warwickshire area than the average for England. The suicide rate 
for South Warwickshire is comparable to the average for England (see Table 4.6). 
 

Table 4.6: Mortality rate in Under-75s in Stratford-on-Avon and Warwickshire per 100,000 
people (2022)97 

 Circulatory 
Diseases 

Cancer Suicide 

Stratford-on-Avon 
District 

54.9 95.6 11.4 

Warwick District 66.6 114.3 9.9 

Average for England 77.8 122.4 10.7 

 

 
95 Office for Health Improvement and Disparities (2024) Public health profiles. Available at: 
https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/profile/health-profiles (Accessed 04/09/2024). 
96 Office for Health Improvement and Disparities (2024) Public health profiles. Available at: 
https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/profile/health-profiles (Accessed: 04/09/2024). 
97 Office for Health Improvement and Disparities (2024) Public health profiles. Available at: 
https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/profile/health-profiles (Accessed: 04/09/2024). 

https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/profile/health-profiles
https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/profile/health-profiles
https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/profile/health-profiles
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Smoking and physical inactivity are less prevalent in South Warwickshire than on average for 
England. In addition, a lower percentage of people are obese see Table 4.7).   

Table 4.7: Behavioural risk factors (2022/2023)98 

 Smoking 
prevalence in 
adults 

Percentage of 
physically 
active adults 

Overweight 
(including 
obesity) 

Stratford-on-Avon 
District 

7.7% 74.8% 62.6% 

Warwick District 11.2% 73.0% 57.3% 

Average for England 12.7% 67.1% 64.0% 

 

4.3.1.2 Primary Healthcare 
South Warwickshire’s 32 GP practices are organised into seven Primary Care Networks (PCNs). 
Table 4.8 below provides a list of GP practices and their PCN. The number of patients and fully 
qualified GPs is also listed. Note that Cubbington Road Surgery closed in September 2024 and 
became the Valley Road Medical Practice based in the Lillington Health Hub.  

The average fully qualified GP to patient ratio for England in July 2024 was 2,293.99 Twelve of the 
GP practices listed (shown in red) have a GP to patient ratio higher than the national average. 
Twenty of the GP practices listed (shown in green) have a GP to patient ratio lower than the 
national average. This data suggests that South Warwickshire generally has more GP capacity 
than the national average. However, it should be noted that the GP service is nationally under 
pressure with little growth since 2015.100 

Table 4.8: GP practices in South Warwickshire Area with data for patient numbers, and 
number of GPs (as of June 2024)101 

Practice Name Primary Care Network Patients 
GPs 

(FTE) 
Patient to GP 

Ratio 

Alcester Health Centre Arden 5,743 2.13 2692.03 

Arrow Surgery (The) Arden 6,801 3.21 2116.49 

Budbrooke Medical Centre Arden 6,242 2.61 2388.52 

 
98 Office for Health Improvement and Disparities (2024) Public health profiles. Available at: 
https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/profile/health-profiles (Accessed 04/09/2024). 
99 British Medical Association (2024) Pressures in General Practice Data Analysis. Available at 
https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/nhs-delivery-and-workforce/pressures/pressures-in-
general-practice-data-analysis (Accessed 04/09/2024). 
100 British Medical Association (2024) Pressures in General Practice Data Analysis. Available at: 
https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/nhs-delivery-and-workforce/pressures/pressures-in-
general-practice-data-analysis (Accessed 04/09/2024). 
101 NHS Business Services Authority (2024) Practice List Size and GP Count for Each Practice. Available 
at: https://www.nhsbsa.nhs.uk/prescription-data/organisation-data/practice-list-size-and-gp-count-
each-practice (Accessed 04/09/2024). 

https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/profile/health-profiles
https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/nhs-delivery-and-workforce/pressures/pressures-in-general-practice-data-analysis
https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/nhs-delivery-and-workforce/pressures/pressures-in-general-practice-data-analysis
https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/nhs-delivery-and-workforce/pressures/pressures-in-general-practice-data-analysis
https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/nhs-delivery-and-workforce/pressures/pressures-in-general-practice-data-analysis
https://www.nhsbsa.nhs.uk/prescription-data/organisation-data/practice-list-size-and-gp-count-each-practice
https://www.nhsbsa.nhs.uk/prescription-data/organisation-data/practice-list-size-and-gp-count-each-practice
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Practice Name Primary Care Network Patients 
GPs 

(FTE) 
Patient to GP 

Ratio 

Henley-in-Arden Medical 
Centre 

Arden 6,633 4.08 1625.74 

Lapworth Surgery Arden 3,011 1.27 2377.11 

Pool Medical Centre Arden 8,114 3.53 2301.63 

Tanworth-in-Arden Medical 
Centre 

Arden 5,203 3.09 1682.00 

Hastings House Medical 
Centre 

Dene & Stour Valleys 13,167 8.59 1533.42 

Meon Medical Centre Dene & Stour Valleys 6,459 4.12 1567.72 

Shipston Medical Centre Dene & Stour Valleys 12,037 9.31 1292.45 

Clarendon Lodge Medical 
Centre 

Leamington North 14,314 6.54 2188.69 

Valley Road Medical 
Practice, Lillington Health 
Hub 

Leamington North 7,632 3.64 2096.70 

Sherbourne Medical Centre Leamington North 10,887 4.37 2489.41 

Waterside Medical Centre Leamington North 14,257 6.07 2350.05 

Croft Medical Centre Leamington South 14,769 7.78 1899.18 

Spa Medical Centre Leamington South 3,885 1.63 2388.32 

Warwick Gates Family 
Health Centre 

Leamington South 11,980 4.59 2611.92 

Whitnash Medical Centre Leamington South 6,999 2.92 2396.92 

Bidford Health Centre Stratford Central 14,042 6.75 2081.32 

Bridge House Medical 
Centre 

Stratford Central 9,297 3.41 2723.73 

Rother House Medical 
Centre 

Stratford Central 16,929 8.20 2065.59 

Trinity Court Surgery Stratford Central 21,223 8.24 2575.61 

Abbey Medical Centre Warwick & Kenilworth 15,515 7.07 2195.52 

Avonside Health Centre Warwick & Kenilworth 10,358 6.61 1567.81 
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Practice Name Primary Care Network Patients 
GPs 

(FTE) 
Patient to GP 

Ratio 

Castle Medical Centre 
(The) 

Warwick & Kenilworth 12,468 7.32 1702.35 

Chase Meadow Health 
Centre 

Warwick & Kenilworth 6,989 4.64 1506.25 

Priory Medical Centre Warwick & Kenilworth 19,036 11.11 1713.93 

Fenny Compton Surgery Warwickshire East 5,331 3.67 1453.91 

Harbury Surgery Warwickshire East 5,883 3.20 1838.44 

Southam Surgery Warwickshire East 7,332 4.36 1681.65 

St Wulfstan Surgery Warwickshire East 10,902 6.08 1793.09 

Vale of Red Horse (Kineton 
& Tysoe Surgery) 

Warwickshire East 7,014 2.336 3002.57 

 
Table 4.9 below shows results from the GP Patient Survey (published July 2024). These figures 
demonstrate that local PCNs are generally outperforming the national average on key statistics. 

Table 4.9: GP Patient Survey results 2024102 

Primary Care 
Network 

Knew next 
step after 
contacting 
GP 
practice 

Confidence and 
trust in 
healthcare 
professional at 
last appointment 

Ease of 
contacting 
GP practice 
on the 
phone 

Overall 
experience 
of 
contacting 
GP practice 

Overall 
experience 
of GP 
practice 

Arden 92% 96% 87% 92% 92% 
Dene & Stour 
Valleys 

89% 94% 71% 78% 85% 

Leamington 
North 

88% 96% 63% 78% 84% 

Leamington 
South 

83% 92% 60% 72% 78% 

Stratford 
Central 

91% 95% 75% 85% 88% 

Warwick & 
Kenilworth 

87% 96% 55% 72% 77% 

Warwickshire 
East 

90% 99% 83% 88% 92% 

National 
average 

83% 92% 50% 67% 74% 

 

 
102 Ipsos (2024) GP Patient Survey. Available at: https://www.gp-patient.co.uk/ (Accessed 04/09/2024). 

https://www.gp-patient.co.uk/
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4.3.1.3 Secondary Healthcare 
South Warwickshire University NHS Foundation Trust (SWFT) provides acute hospital services to 
residents of South Warwickshire, as well as community services and specialist rehabilitation 
services. The Trust provides services from Warwick Hospital, Stratford-upon-Avon Hospital, 
Ellen Badger Hospital in Shipston-on-Stour, and the Central England Rehabilitation Unit (CERU) 
near Leamington. 

The Trust’s performance against key performance indicators that impact on patient experience 
are outlined in Figure 4.4 below: 103 

Figure 4.4 Key Performance Indicators South Warwickshire Trust 

 

4.3.1.4 Adult Social Care 
Warwickshire County Council’s Integrated Performance Report for Year End 2023/24104 states 
that demand is increasingly more quickly than support in the Adult Social Care sector. Carer 
fatigue is a persistent issue, and this contributes towards issues in recruiting and retaining staff. 

Demand for social care for the over-65s is an area which is particularly challenging. In March 
2024, there were 1,926 people over 65 in residential care or nursing placements in the county 

 
103 South Warwickshire University NHS Foundation Trust (2024) Performance and Staffing. Available at: 
https://www.swft.nhs.uk/about-us/performance-and-staffing (Accessed 06/09/2024). 
104 WCC (2024) Council Plan 2022-2027: Integrated Performance Report Year End 2023/24. Available at: 
https://api.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/WCCC-12442839-1032 (Accessed 05/09/2024). 

https://www.swft.nhs.uk/about-us/performance-and-staffing
https://api.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/WCCC-12442839-1032
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compared to a target of 1,600. This number had increased from 1,609 in March 2023. In March 
2024, the percentage of over 65s open to Social Care with eligible needs who were living in the 
community with support was 56% against a target of 60%. 

More positively, the percentage of long-term Adult Social Care users who had received an 
assessment or review in the last 12 months was above target at 84%. This metric is important as 
regular reviews can pre-empt crises and ensure that needs are continuously met. Waiting list 
targets for domiciliary care packages have been met since September 2023 despite increased 
referral numbers. This is a result of dialogue between commissioners and providers and the 
introduction of new systems which provide live updates on providers’ capacity.  

4.3.2 Baseline proposed investment schemes 
4.3.2.1 Primary Healthcare 
The ICB’s Estate Strategy105 sets out details of estate provision in Coventry & Warwickshire and 
investment needs. The Strategy notes a wide variability in the condition of buildings. While there 
are many modern and state of the art facilities, 14% of the Trust Estate pre-dates the formation 
of the NHS in 1948. Ownership of the estate is fragmented between individual GPs, GP 
partnerships, the private sector, NHS Property Services and Community Health Partnerships. A 
key priority is to use space more efficiently to reduce running costs. This could free up surplus 
land which could then be used to raise capital for improvements. NHS Property Services’ 
response to the SWLP Issues and Options Consultation emphasised the importance of support 
in Local Plans for the principle of alternative uses for NHS land and property and requests that 
NHS estate reorganisation programmes should be accepted as evidence that current uses are 
no longer required nor viable.106 

The Estate Strategy priority projects list outlines the top 20 schemes of the highest strategic 
priority across the Integrated Care System. These include a scheme for the Cubbington Road 
Surgery (which changed its name to the Valley Road Medical Practice and moved to new 
premises, supported by CIL contributions from Warwick District Council in September 2024. 
Other planned schemes relate to Shipston Medical Centre, and Primary Care provision in 
Leamington Town Centre.  

4.3.2.2 Secondary Healthcare 
SWFT is currently undertaking a significant estate redevelopment programme including a full 
rebuild of the Ellen Badger Hospital in Shipston-on-Stour, the development of a Community 
Diagnostics Centre as an extension to Stratford Hospital, and the development of an Elective 
Hub at Warwick Hospital. Development of the Warwick Hospital site is planned to be phased to 
limit disruption and will future proof the site by providing space for further expansion. The first 

 
105 Coventry and Warwickshire Integrated Care System (2023) Estates Strategy. Available at: Our Strategies 
and Publications - Happy Healthy Lives (Accessed 05/09/2024). 
106 NHS Property Services (2023) Comments on South Warwickshire Local Plan Issues and Options 
Consultation. Available at: https://southwarwickshire.oc2.uk/readdoc/124/searchforms (Accessed 
06/09/2024). 

https://www.happyhealthylives.uk/integrated-care-board/about-us/our-strategies-and-publications/
https://www.happyhealthylives.uk/integrated-care-board/about-us/our-strategies-and-publications/
https://southwarwickshire.oc2.uk/readdoc/124/searchforms
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phase is due to become operational in January 2025.107 The project received £1m as part of 
Stratford-on-Avon District Council’s CIL allocations in December 2023.108  

Warwickshire has been selected as one of six areas across the country to trial new initiatives to 
free up hospital beds and improve coordination of care. SWFT plans to establish a partnership 
at the point of discharge at each of its acute hospitals. This will improve the transfer of care 
between the NHS and organisations providing social care. The Trust is also aiming to reduce its 
carbon usage, embed prevention in every service, and work with partners to deliver a home-first 
approach to care to reduce use of acute beds and ambulatory care.109 

4.3.2.3 Adult Social Care 
Warwickshire County Council’s budget allocates £26,738,000 between 2024/25 and 2028/29 to 
meet the cost of increased demands from population growth and predicted increases in the 
average length and intensity of care required due to increased life expectancy and growing 
numbers of people who cannot fund their own care.110 Time-limited investments have also been 
made for projects to improve customer service capacity and improve records management and 
telephony.111 

Projects related to adult social care being undertaken in the South Warwickshire Place area 
include the following: 

• Pilot of home efficiency grants for selected patients with long-term conditions in 
Leamington, Stratford and Dene and Stour. 

• New dedicated health role within Warwick District Council’s Housing Department to identify 
prevention opportunities. 

• Development of smoking cessation and local healthy lifestyle services in Lillington to 
improve respiratory health. 

• Promoting mental health and community resilience across South Warwickshire. 
• Building a partnership approach to developing community services, such as the new 

Lillington Health Hub. 
• Delivery and evaluation of a Voluntary and Community Sector Innovation Fund to support 

all-age carers. 
• Developing partnership approaches to supporting frail elderly residents, particularly rural 

areas. 

 
107 South Warwickshire NHS Foundation Trust (2022/23) Estates Strategy Summary Document. Available 
at: https://www.swft.nhs.uk/about-us/objectives-values-and-strategy (Accessed 05/09/2024). 
108 Stratford-on-Avon District Council (2023) Stratford District Council's Cabinet allocates over £2m of 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Funds. Available at: 
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/news/press.cfm/item/138118 (Accessed 30/09/2024). 
109 South Warwickshire University NHS Foundation Trust (2023) Helping People Live Healthier, Happier 
Lives. Available at: https://www.swft.nhs.uk/about-us/objectives-values-and-strategy (Accessed 
05/09/2024). 
110 WCC (2024) Revenue Resolution Appendix A - Permanent Spending Allocations. Available at: 
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/mgAi.aspx?ID=10575#mgDocuments (Accessed 06/09/2024). 
111 WCC (2024) Revenue Resolution Appendix B - Time Limited Allocations. Available at: 
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/mgAi.aspx?ID=10575#mgDocuments (Accessed 06/09/2024). 

https://www.swft.nhs.uk/about-us/objectives-values-and-strategy
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/news/press.cfm/item/138118
https://www.swft.nhs.uk/about-us/objectives-values-and-strategy
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/mgAi.aspx?ID=10575#mgDocuments
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/mgAi.aspx?ID=10575#mgDocuments


   
 

 
59 

 
 

• Supporting the devolution of more decisions related to health and care down to the South 
Warwickshire level and developing community engagement in the South Warwickshire 
Place Partnership. 

• Scoping further opportunities to support the Climate Change priority. 112 

4.3.3 Infrastructure Implications of Future Growth 
4.3.3.1 Primary and Secondary Healthcare 
Recent years have been highly challenging for the healthcare system. Rising demand has been 
accompanied by workforce challenges and financial constraints. The ICB’s Integrated Health 
and Care Delivery Plan notes that growth in GP-registered patients has in recent years been 
higher in Coventry and Warwickshire ICB than any other ICB area.113 

NHS Property Services’ response to the SWLP Issues and Options Consultation requests that 
appropriate funding be consistently leveraged through developer contributions for health and 
care services to meet increased demand in areas of significant housing growth. In addition, 
when setting policies relating to planning obligations, they request that the Councils seek to 
address strategic as well as local priorities and engage the NHS in the process as early as 
possible.114 

4.3.3.2 Adult Social Care 
Warwickshire County Council is currently in the process of writing an Adult Social Care Strategy. 
Market Position Statements set out projections for the likely impacts of population growth and 
demographic change. 

The largest age group in Warwickshire are those aged 45-64, followed by those aged 65 and over. 
Warwickshire has a relatively low percentage of young people under the age of 16. This data 
suggests that the population is ageing. While many will have an independent, healthy, and 
active lifestyle in their later years, some will face an escalating risk of frailty, long-term medical 
conditions, dementia, terminal illnesses, dependency, and disability, including falls. 

The population aged 65 and over in Warwickshire is expected to rise from 122,000 in 2020 to 
165,500 in 2040. The number of people living with dementia is expected to rise from 8,760 to 
13,721 in the same period. While the demand for care homes is expected to increase in the 
coming years, forecasting this demand is complex due to demographic changes, evolving health 
needs, and health conditions. Providers are investing in new care and nursing homes in 

 
112 South Warwickshire Place (2024) Partnership Working Leaflet. Available at: 
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/people-communities/south-warwickshire-place.cfm (Accessed 
06/09/2024). 
113 Coventry and Warwickshire Integrated Care System (2023) Coventry and Warwickshire Integrated 
Health and Care Delivery Plan: Introduction & Context. Available at 
:https://www.happyhealthylives.uk/our-system/ihcdp/introduction-context/executive-summary/ 
(Accessed 04/09/2024). 
114 NHS Property Services (2023) Comments on South Warwickshire Local Plan Issues and Options 
Consultation. Available at: https://southwarwickshire.oc2.uk/readdoc/124/searchforms (Accessed 
06/09/2024). 

https://www.stratford.gov.uk/people-communities/south-warwickshire-place.cfm
https://www.happyhealthylives.uk/our-system/ihcdp/introduction-context/executive-summary/
https://southwarwickshire.oc2.uk/readdoc/124/searchforms
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Warwickshire; however, these generally tend to target the higher end of the market in fee 
rates.115  

Demand for domiciliary care is also rising. In April 2020 there were 25,618 hours of care 
provided, but this is expected to rise by 38% by 2026 to 35,923. COVID-19 has complicated the 
forecasting of future trends. The time taken to source care packages has decreased in recent 
years and the gap has narrowed between urban and rural zones. However, challenges remain in 
sourcing packages in rural areas.116 

For those aged 18-64, the number of individuals with mental health problems is expected to rise 
from 24,560 in 2020 to 26,948 in 2040. The number of individuals aged 18-64 with moderate or 
severe learning disabilities is expected to increase from 1,887 in 2020 to 2,113 in 2040. There is 
expected to be a minor increase in the number of individuals with moderate personal care 
disabilities from 13,854 in 2020 to 14,756 in 2040. The number of individuals with serious 
personal care disabilities is expected to rise from 3,045 in 2020 to 3,260 in 2040. In Stratford-on-
Avon District there is expected to be a need for 298 more Extra Care Housing units by 2040, and 
311 in Warwick District. Warwickshire County Council are currently gathering data to project 
likely future demands for Specialist Supported Housing units.117 

The Market Position Statement for Care Homes for People with Disabilities, Autistic People and 
Mental Health Needs indicates that overall demand for nursing beds is expected to increase by 
13% between 2020 and 2027 and overall demand for residential beds by 21%. Physical disability 
and mental health have the highest projected growth rates for nursing beds, while mental health 
has the highest projected growth rate for residential beds. Learning disability is the only 
disability type with a projected decline in residential bed demand. No disability type has a 
projected decline in nursing bed demand.118 

4.4 Emergency Services 

4.4.1 Performance of Existing Infrastructure 
This section outlines South Warwickshire’s policing, fire and rescue and ambulance emergency 
service provision. 

4.4.1.1 Policing 
In South Warwickshire, Warwickshire Police are responsible for delivering operational policing, 
protecting the public from harm, preventing crime and anti-social behaviour, investigating 

 
115 WCC (2024) Market Position Statement for Older People in Residential Care. Available at: 
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/directory-record/7944/market-position-statements (Accessed 
06/09/2024). 
116 WCC (2024) Market Position Statement for Domiciliary Care. Available at: 
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/directory-record/7944/market-position-statements (Accessed 
06/09/2024). 
117 WCC (2024) Market Position Statement for Housing with Care. Available at: 
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/directory-record/7944/market-position-statements (Accessed 
06/09/2024). 
118 WCC (2024) Market Position Statement for Care Homes for People with Disabilities, Autistic People 
and Mental Health Needs. Available at: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/directory-record/7944/market-
position-statements (Accessed 06/09/2024). 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/directory-record/7944/market-position-statements
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/directory-record/7944/market-position-statements
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/directory-record/7944/market-position-statements
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/directory-record/7944/market-position-statements
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/directory-record/7944/market-position-statements
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crime, and helping victims of crime. The elected Police and Crime Commissioner sets policing 
strategy through the Police and Crime Plan.119 Policing is delivered based on local and county 
boundaries. Safer Neighbourhood Teams (SNTs) work with local authorities, community leaders 
and residents to decide policing priorities for local areas. Warwickshire Police receive 290,000 
calls per year, 80,000 of which are for 999 emergency incidents.120 Warwickshire Police has 
recently ended alliance arrangements with West Mercia Police, operating since 2023 as a 
standalone force. 

Home Office statistics provide information on police workforce numbers as of 31 March 2024. 
The data for Warwickshire is shown in Table 4.10 below. No breakdown is available specifically 
for South Warwickshire. 

Table 4.10: Police Resourcing in Warwickshire121 

Type of Staff Number 

Police Officers 1,126 

Police Staff 773 

Police Community Support 
Officers (PCSOs) 

58 

 

The most recent Police Efficiency, Effectiveness and Legitimacy (PEEL) assessment found 
Warwickshire Police to be ‘adequate’ in the following areas: engaging with and treating the 
public with fairness and respect; preventing crime and anti-social behaviour; protecting 
vulnerable people; building, supporting, and protecting the workforce; tackling workplace 
corruption; and strategic planning, organisational management, and value for money. The 
assessment found that the following areas required improvement: responding to the public; 
investigating crime; managing offenders and suspects; and disrupting serious organised 
crime.122 

4.4.1.2 Fire and Rescue 
Warwickshire Fire and Rescue Service (WFRS) is part of WCC. WFRS provides services across 
the whole of Warwickshire. The service currently has 381 firefighters as well as 1 chief fire 

 
119 Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner for Warwickshire (date unknown) Roles and 
Responsibilities. Available at: https://www.warwickshire-pcc.gov.uk/police-and-crime-plan/roles-and-
responsibilities (Accessed: 30/08/2024).  
120 Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner for Warwickshire (date unknown) Policing in 
Warwickshire. Available at: https://www.warwickshire-pcc.gov.uk/police-and-crime-plan/policing-in-
warwickshire (Accessed: 30/08/2024). 
121 Home Office (2024, Police workforce, England and Wales: 31 March 2024. Available at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/police-workforce-england-and-wales-31-march-2024 
(Accessed 30/08/2024). 
122 His Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire & Rescue Services (2024) Warwickshire PEEL 
Assessments 2021/2022. Available at: https://hmicfrs.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/peel-
reports/warwickshire-2021-22 (Accessed 03/09/2024). 

https://www.warwickshire-pcc.gov.uk/police-and-crime-plan/roles-and-responsibilities
https://www.warwickshire-pcc.gov.uk/police-and-crime-plan/roles-and-responsibilities
https://www.warwickshire-pcc.gov.uk/police-and-crime-plan/policing-in-warwickshire/
https://www.warwickshire-pcc.gov.uk/police-and-crime-plan/policing-in-warwickshire/
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/police-workforce-england-and-wales-31-march-2024
https://hmicfrs.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/peel-reports/warwickshire-2021-22
https://hmicfrs.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/peel-reports/warwickshire-2021-22


   
 

 
62 

 
 

officer, 2 assistant chief fire officers, 3 area commanders, 16 control room staff, and 30 
uniformed support roles and officers. The Service operates an Anti-Social Behaviour 
Intervention Team (ASBIT) which works locally to engage with young people known for setting 
small fires. The Bicycle Intervention Knowledge and Education (BIKE) teams and the small fires 
unit also visit high-risk areas in the county.123 WCC provides a list of fire stations in the County 
as well as an online map.  

The most recent inspection of WFRS found the service to be ‘adequate’ in understanding fire 
and risk, responding to fires and emergencies, responding to major incidents, and promoting 
values and culture. The assessment found that the following areas required improvement: 
preventing fire and risk; public safety through fire regulation; best use of resources; future 
affordability; right people, right skills; promoting fairness and diversity; and managing 
performance and developing leaders.124  

4.4.1.3 Ambulance Service 
The West Midlands Ambulance Service (WMAS) University NHS Foundation Trust provides the 
999-emergency medical response service for Warwickshire. It serves a population of 5.6 million 
across the areas of Herefordshire, Worcestershire, Shropshire, Coventry, Warwickshire, 
Staffordshire, Birmingham, Solihull, and the Black Country. The Trust employs over 7,000 staff 
and operates from 15 operational hubs across the region. The Trust has 2 emergency operations 
centres managing almost 5,000 ‘999’ calls every day. The Trust is supported by a network of 
volunteers, including Community First Responders (CFRs), voluntary car drivers, BASICS 
emergency doctors, water-based rescue teams and off-roading (4 x 4) organisations. Midlands 
Air Ambulance and The Air Ambulance Service also play a crucial part in responding to 
patients.125 

4.4.2 Baseline Proposed Investment Schemes 
4.4.2.1 Policing 
The two main sources of funding for Warwickshire Police are central government grants and 
Council Tax. The portion of Council Tax which funds policing – known as the ‘police precept’ – 
accounts for around 46% of Warwickshire Police’s total budget. The Police and Crime 
Commissioner’s office receives around £700,000 from the Ministry of Justice per year to 
commission services for victims. The office also makes bids for additional government funds 

 
123 WCC (date unknown) Fire and Rescue Service. Available at: 
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/warwickshire-fire-rescue-service/fire-rescue-service (Accessed 
30/08/2024) 
124 His Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire & Rescue Services (2023) Fire & Rescue Service 
2023–25: Effectiveness, Efficiency and People – An inspection of Warwickshire Fire and Rescue Service. 
Available at: https://assets-hmicfrs.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/uploads/warwickshire-fire-and-rescue-
service-report-2023-25.pdf (Accessed on 03/09/2024). 
125 West Midlands Ambulance Service University NHS Foundation Trust (2024) Annual Report and 
Accounts 1 April 2023 – 31 March 2024. Available at: https://wmas.nhs.uk/advice-
resources/publications/ (Accessed 02/09/2024). 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/firestations
https://www.google.com/maps/d/embed?mid=16Ghu3MELwMyJHz0T70RJE9SYT6o&ll=52.42598668126914%2C-1.570191499999981&z=9
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/warwickshire-fire-rescue-service/fire-rescue-service
https://assets-hmicfrs.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/uploads/warwickshire-fire-and-rescue-service-report-2023-25.pdf
https://assets-hmicfrs.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/uploads/warwickshire-fire-and-rescue-service-report-2023-25.pdf
https://wmas.nhs.uk/advice-resources/publications/
https://wmas.nhs.uk/advice-resources/publications/
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and in recent years has received more than £1.1million of additional government funding to 
support victims of domestic abuse and sexual violence and improve service provision.126 

The Police and Crime Plan 2021-2025 identifies five priorities and three areas of focus for each 
to drive delivery. The priorities are as follows: 

• Priority 1: Fight Crime and Reduce Reoffending 
• Priority 2: Deliver Visible and Effective Policing 
• Priority 3: Keep People Safe and Reduce Harm 
• Priority 4: Strengthen Communities 
• Priority 5: Deliver Better Justice For All127 

 
The 2023/24 Budget Report states that there has been a national increase in demand for public 
services. These demands often move between agencies, and recruitment in policing remains 
challenging. A review of the operating model has taken place to focus on increased police 
visibility and customer service, along with investments in technology, infrastructure, and the 
physical police estate. These remain priority areas for investment in future years.128 

4.4.2.2 Fire and Rescue 
As WFRS is part of the County Council, its budget is largely funded from Council-generated 
funding. A small proportion is funded from fire-specific grants. This means that any call on 
additional funding to support proposed changes must be balanced against the competing 
demands from other services across the Council. There are synergies with other service areas 
within the County Council, such as community safety, and this brings community benefits 
through being able to join up and coordinate prevention and protection activity.129 The 
Prevention, Protection and Response Strategy 2022-2027 sets out the ‘universal’, ‘targeted’ and 
‘specialist’ levels of WFRS’ approach to reducing risk, protecting the built environment, and 
responding to incidents.130 

The Chief Fire Officer (CFO) recently commissioned a review of Warwickshire Fire and Rescue 
Services’ operational model. A new delivery model was adopted in 2024 to better align service 
provision with periods of greatest risk, revise contractual arrangements for on-call staff, and 
improve response times. This approach will require an additional 30 firefighters and an annual 

 
126 Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner for Warwickshire (date unknown) Funding the Plan. 
Available at: https://www.warwickshire-pcc.gov.uk/police-and-crime-plan/funding-the-plan (Accessed 
30/08/2024). 
127 Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner for Warwickshire (date unknown) Plan on a Page. 
Available at: https://www.warwickshire-pcc.gov.uk/police-and-crime-plan/plan-on-a-page-2 (Accessed 
30/08/2024). 
128 Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner for Warwickshire (2023) Budget 2023/2024. Available at:  
https://www.warwickshire-pcc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/2023-24-Budget-
Report.pdf?x58552 (Accessed 02/09/2024). 
129 WCC (2024) Warwickshire Fire and Rescue Future Operating Model. Available at: 
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/warwickshire-fire-rescue-service/resourcing-risk (Accessed 
02/09/2024). 
130 Warwickshire Fire and Rescue Service (2022) Prevention, Protection and Response Strategy 2022-
2027. Available at: https://api.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/WCCC-1770617716-368 (Accessed 
02/09/2024). 

https://www.warwickshire-pcc.gov.uk/police-and-crime-plan/funding-the-plan
https://www.warwickshire-pcc.gov.uk/police-and-crime-plan/plan-on-a-page-2/
https://www.warwickshire-pcc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/2023-24-Budget-Report.pdf?x58552
https://www.warwickshire-pcc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/2023-24-Budget-Report.pdf?x58552
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/warwickshire-fire-rescue-service/resourcing-risk
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investment of £556,000 for three years. Any permanent financing requirements will be identified 
in a future Medium Term Financial Strategy.131  

4.4.2.3 Ambulance Service 
The WMAS Trust Strategy 2021-2026 sets out five strategic objectives, each of which is 
accompanied by several strategic priorities.132 WMAS is proposing to recruit an additional 300 
paramedics and increase the ambulance fleet by 20 in the coming year as part of efforts to 
reduce hospital handover delays. This will have an estimated cost of £20m. The Trust is also 
investing in electric vehicles and modernisation of its buildings to reduce its carbon footprint.133  

4.4.3 Infrastructure Implications of Future Growth 
4.4.3.1 Policing 
The Police and Crime Plan 2021-25 notes that the expanding population of Warwickshire 
provides potential challenges for service provision. The Plan refers to projections that the 
number of householders will increase by almost 20 percent by 2041, with a substantial portion 
of this increase to be driven by new large-scale housing developments. The Plan notes that 
current national planning regulations make it mandatory for developers to negotiate 
contributions on some amenities – such as schools, play areas and transport. However, this is 
not currently the case for policing.134  

Previous responses to Planning Policy consultation made on behalf of Warwickshire Police have 
urged the incorporation of Secured by Design principles into new development. This is a long-
running flagship initiative of the National Police Chiefs’ Council which aims to ‘design out’ crime 
during the planning process through design and layout principles. However, even well-designed 
new development will increase demands on emergency services infrastructure. Warwickshire 
Police will request developer contributions to fund police equipment, vehicles, and premises 
provision. Where requests are made this is because Warwickshire Police believe there will be 
negative consequences in police infrastructure terms and service provision to new and existing 
communities if the funding is not provided.135 

4.4.3.2 Fire and Rescue 
It is expected that climate change will result in more weather-related incidents such as flooding 
and wildfires and that these incidents will have greater longevity. It is essential that the service 
has capacity to deal with ‘spikes’ in demand due to extreme weather and to manage major 

 
131 WCC (2024) Warwickshire Fire and Rescue Future Operating Model. Available at: 
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/warwickshire-fire-rescue-service/resourcing-risk (Accessed 
02/09/2024). 
132 West Midlands Ambulance Service University NHS Foundation Trust (2023) Trust Strategy 2021-2026, 
Available at: https://wmas.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/WMAS-5-year-strategy-Values-Update-
August-2023.pdf (Accessed 02/09/2024). 
133  West Midlands Ambulance Service University NHS Foundation Trust (2024) Annual Report and 
Accounts 1 April 2023 – 31 March 2024. Available at: https://wmas.nhs.uk/advice-
resources/publications/ (Accessed 02/09/2024). 
134 Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner for Warwickshire (date unknown) Funding the Plan. 
Available at: https://www.warwickshire-pcc.gov.uk/police-and-crime-plan/funding-the-plan (Accessed 
30/08/2024). 
135 Place Partnership (2020) on behalf of Warwickshire Police, Site Allocations Plan Preferred Options 
Consultation 2020 consultation response. Response available on SDC Consultation Viewer. 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/warwickshire-fire-rescue-service/resourcing-risk
https://wmas.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/WMAS-5-year-strategy-Values-Update-August-2023.pdf
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incidents where significant resources are required.136 The 2022/2023 Performance Report 
highlighted a 16.7% increase in house fires compared to 2021/2022. The report identifies 
several possible contributory factors such as increasing deprivation levels due to the cost-of-
living crisis. However, it notes that the increase in house fires may be related to the increased 
population and number of households following housing developments in Warwickshire over 
recent years.137 The ageing population may increase levels of community risk, since 50% of 
victims of dwelling fires are aged 60 or over. The expansion of the rail network and increased 
road traffic are also thematic risk factors.138 

WCC’s Medium Term Financial Strategy for 2023-2028 allocates £800,000 of investment to the 
Fire and Rescue Service for the purposes of reviewing current strategies and processes for 
incident prevention and identifying high-risk premises.139 The recent review of the Operating 
Model for the service notes that the impacts of housing and population growth will need to be 
assessed on an ongoing basis as part of the Community Risk Management Planning process. 

4.4.3.3 Ambulance Service 
The Trust has agreed a deficit plan of £1.4m for 2024/25 which forms part of the overall Black 
Country Integrated Care System plan. There is a requirement as part of the deficit plan to deliver 
a 4% recurrent Cost Improvement Programme to ensure the Trust continues to deliver value and 
provide the maximum level of patient care for the resources it receives. There are ongoing 
discussions with NHS England and the West Midlands ICBs in relation to the financial impact of 
frontline staffing to ensure that performance targets are met and/or improved. 

A capital plan has been finalised comprising £13.6m operational capital and £12.8m to be 
funded via leasing and accounted for under IFRS16. Most of this funding is committed to the 
Trust Fleet replacement programme. Orders have been placed and vehicles due to be delivered 
in Q3 and Q4 2024/25.140 

4.5 Community Facilities 

4.5.1 Performance of Existing Infrastructure 
4.5.1.1 Burial and Cremation Facilities 
There is no central register of burial and crematory facilities in the UK, and no organisation has a 
statutory duty to provide burial spaces. A key distinction for traditional burial grounds is 

 
136 WCC (2024) Warwickshire Fire and Rescue Future Operating Model. Available at: 
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/warwickshire-fire-rescue-service/resourcing-risk (Accessed 
02/09/2024). 
137 WCC (2024) 2022-23 Performance Report of Warwickshire Fire and Rescue Service Activity. Available 
at: https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/mgConvert2PDF.aspx?ID=36569 (Accessed 03/09/2024). 
138 WCC (2022) Warwickshire Fire and Rescue Service: Prevention, Protection and Response Strategy 
2022-2027. Available at: https://api.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/WCCC-1770617716-368 
(Accessed 03/09/2024).  
139 WCC (2023) County Council budget delivers on investment and support. Available at: 
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/3791/county-council-budget-delivers-on-investment-
and-support (Accessed 03/09/2024). 
140 West Midlands Ambulance Service University NHS Foundation Trust (2024) Annual Report and 
Accounts 1 April 2023 – 31 March 2024. Available at: https://wmas.nhs.uk/advice-
resources/publications/ (Accessed 02/09/2024). 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/warwickshire-fire-rescue-service/resourcing-risk
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/mgConvert2PDF.aspx?ID=36569
https://api.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/WCCC-1770617716-368
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/3791/county-council-budget-delivers-on-investment-and-support
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/3791/county-council-budget-delivers-on-investment-and-support
https://wmas.nhs.uk/advice-resources/publications/
https://wmas.nhs.uk/advice-resources/publications/
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between churchyards, which generally fall within religious ownership, and cemeteries, which 
predominantly fall under secular ownership. Natural burial grounds have grown in popularity 
over the past 30 years for both burial plots and internment of ashes. In 2022, 80.93% of deaths 
in England and Wales were followed by cremation rather than burial, however it is important to 
note that some religious groups such as Orthodox Jews and Muslims do not favour cremation.141 
 
Warwick District Council runs the Oakley Wood Crematorium and natural burial site. Warwick 
District Council also operates the Leamington Spa, Old Milverton, Kenilworth, and Warwick 
cemeteries, and maintains several closed churchyards - All Saints, New Street, and Leam 
Terrace in Leamington Spa, St Nicholas in Kenilworth, and St Margarets in Whitnash. Stratford-
on-Avon District Council does not directly run any facilities; however, some Parish & Town 
Councils maintain facilities. 
 
Table 4.11 below lists Parish & Town Councils in Stratford-on-Avon District which are known to 
manage cemeteries, burial grounds, and/or churchyards. Informal liaison with Parish & Town 
Councils in Stratford-on-Avon District on this topic last took place in 2019. This indicated that 
some facilities were full or expected to be full within five years. Not all Parish & Town Councils 
responded to the engagement exercise and given the passage of time further evidence-
gathering would be required to gain a full understanding of capacity. There is no available 
information regarding capacity in churchyards managed by local churches, but it is likely that 
many would be closed to new burials in accordance with national trends. 
 
Table 4.11: List of Parish & Town Councils known to manage cemeteries, burial grounds, 
and/or churchyards 
 

Parish/Town Council 
Alcester Town Council 
Avon Dassett Parish Council 
Bearley Parish Council 
Bidford-on-Avon Parish Council 
Bishop's Itchington Parish Council 
Brailes Parish Council 
Fenny Compton Parish Council 
Gaydon Parish Council 
Harbury Parish Council 
Little Compton Parish Council 
Radway Parish Council 
Shipston-on-Stour Town Council 
Snitterfield Parish Council 
Stockton Parish Council 
Stratford-upon-Avon Town Council 
Studley Parish Council 

 
141 The Cemetery Research Group (2024) How Many People are Cremated, and How Many Buried? 
Available at: https://www.cemeteryresearch.org/faqs/ (Accessed 10/09/2024). 

https://www.cemeteryresearch.org/faqs/
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Parish/Town Council 
Welford-on-Avon Parish Council 
Wormleighton Parish Meeting 

 
Alne Wood Park Natural Burial Ground is a 12-acre site in Great Alne run by Heart of England 
Forest, a regional woodland creation and conservation charity. Sun Rising Natural Burial Ground 
is set in a woodland and meadow nature reserve in Tysoe. There is not currently any 
comprehensive information available relating to the total number of available burial spaces in 
South Warwickshire. 

4.5.1.2 Libraries 
There are currently 15 libraries in South Warwickshire (see Table 4.12). Four of these libraries 
are community-managed libraries, run by local community groups with support from the County 
Council’s Library and Information Service. These libraries offer similar services to County 
Council-run libraries but will typically have more restricted opening hours. 

Warwickshire County Council operates two fully electric mobile library vehicles which are fitted 
with lifts for improved accessibility. These provide a selection of resources including large print 
books, books for young children, and spoken word resources. These visit a range of 
predominantly rural areas across the Warwickshire area every two to four weeks.142 There is also 
a free Home Library service for those with ill-health or disability which delivers and collects 
books every four weeks.143 

Table 4.12: List of Libraries in South Warwickshire with performance indices (2022/23)144 

Note: Most performance indices are unavailable for community-run libraries. Physical loans 
across community-run libraries increased from 39,510 in 2021/22 to 59,332 in 2022/23. 

Library  Opening 
Hours 

(Weekly) 

Staff 
(FTE) 

Regular 
Volunteers 

Visits Loans 

Alcester Library and Information 
Centre 

35 2.6 19 28,116 37,393 

Bidford Community Library 20 - - - - 

Harbury Community Library 36.75 - - - - 

Henley Community Library 13 - - - - 

Kenilworth Library 45.5 7 12 59,974 83,923 

Kineton Community Library 8.5 - - - - 

Leamington Spa Library and 
Information Centre 

54 16.7 20 152,950 181,709 

 
142 WCC (date unknown) Mobile Libraries. Available at: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/mobilelibraries 
(Accessed 10/09/2024). 
143 WCC (date unknown) Home Library Service. Available at: 
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/homelibraryservice (Accessed 10/09/2024). 
144 WCC (2023) Library Performance and Membership. Available at: 
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/mgAi.aspx?ID=9842 (Accessed 13/09/2024).  

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/mobilelibraries
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/homelibraryservice
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/mgAi.aspx?ID=9842
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Library  Opening 
Hours 

(Weekly) 

Staff 
(FTE) 

Regular 
Volunteers 

Visits Loans 

Lillington Library and Information 
Centre 

32 1.6 8 18,006 32,236 

Shipston-on-Stour Library and 
Information Centre 

20 1.4 7 14,994 27,208 

Southam Library and Information 
Centre 

35 3 9 45,742 61,438 

Stratford-upon-Avon Library and 
Information Centre 

45 11.1 38 102,010 87,984 

Studley Community Library 18 - - - - 

Warwick Library and Information 
Centre 

54 9 27 62,834 112,086 

Wellesbourne Library and 
Information Centre 

20 1.1 8 13,426 23,003 

Whitnash Library and Information 
Centre 

25 1.1 3 14,810 27,103 

 

4.5.1.3 Community Centres 
There are 36 Community Centres in South Warwickshire (see Table 4.13). There are also ten 
leisure centres, five each in Stratford-on-Avon District and Warwick District (see Table 4.14).  
These leisure centres are managed on behalf of each district council by Everyone Active, a 
leisure management company. 

Table 4.13: Community Centres in South Warwickshire 

Community Centre 
Acre Close Community Centre (Whitnash) 
Bishops Itchington Community Centre 
Bishopton Community Centre 
Brunswick Healthy Living Centre 
Budrooke Community Centre (Hampton Magna) 
Chase Meadow Community Centre (Warwick) 
Eric Payne Community Centre (Alcester) 
Ettington Community Centre 
Fred Winter Centre (Stratford-upon-Avon) 
Gap Community Centre (Warwick) 
Graham Adams Centre (Southam) 
Grange Hall (Southam) 
Greig Hall (Alcester) 
Henley Community Centre 
Jubilee Hall (Alveston) 
Ken Kennett Centre (Stratford-upon-Avon) 
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Community Centre 
Kingsway Children and Family Centre (Leamington Spa) 
Lillington Children & Family Centre (Leamington Spa) 
Long Itchington Community Centre 
Packmores Community Centre (Warwick) 
Pavilion Community Centre (Meon Vale) 
Pickard Street Community Centre (Warwick) 
Radford Semele Community Hall 
Rosebird Community Hall (Stratford-upon-Avon) 
Shottery Memorial Hall 
Southam Flying Fields Community Hall 
St. Chad’s Centre (Bishops Tachbrook) 
St. Margaret’s Centre (Whitnash) 
Saltway Centre and Stratford Family Centre 
SYDNI Centre (Leamington Spa) 
Tiddington Community Centre 
Warwick Gates Community Centre 
Warwick Space 
Wellesbourne Community Centre 
Westbury Centre (Leamington Spa) 
Westgate Children & Family Centre (Warwick) 

 
Table 4.14: Leisure Centres in South Warwickshire 
 

Leisure Centre 
Abbey Fields (Kenilworth - currently closed for 
redevelopment)  
Castle Farm Leisure Centre – Kenilworth) 
Greig Leisure Centre (Alcester) 
John Atkinson Sports Centre (Warwick) 
Newbold Comyn Leisure Centre (Leamington Spa) 
Shipston Leisure Centre 
Southam Leisure Centre 
St Nicholas Park Leisure Centre (Warwick) 
Stratford Leisure Centre 
Studley Leisure Centre 

 

4.5.2 Baseline Proposed Investment Schemes 
4.5.2.1 Burial and Cremation Facilities 
Warwick District Council’s financial position update at the end of the 2023 calendar year 
indicated a significant downturn in the number of new graves being purchased at its facilities. 
There is a trend towards families choosing to use existing family plots for cremated remains 
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rather than purchasing new plots for full burial.145 Burial services are available at Warwick 
District Council cemeteries for both residents and non-residents, however higher burial fees are 
charged to non-residents due to the finite nature of burial land.146 This surcharge contributes to 
a cemetery land purchase reserve which will help to fund any cemetery extensions that may be 
required. There are no purchases expected before 2028.147  Stratford Town Council is known to 
be seeking to expand the Evesham Road cemetery as capacity is expected to be reached within 
a decade. 

4.5.2.2 Libraries 
Warwickshire County Council became a National Portfolio Organisation in Arts Council 
England’s funding plans for 2023-26. While this funding is particularly focused on North 
Warwickshire and Nuneaton & Bedworth, it will deliver cultural and creative programming and 
outreach activities across the County. Over the three-year funding period Warwickshire Libraries 
will work closely with Arts Council England to: 

• promote libraries as places for people to access great art and culture within their local 
communities; 

• create new and exciting opportunities for the people of Warwickshire to enjoy and 
participate in culture; 

• seek new opportunities to work with creative individuals and organisations to explore, 
develop and deliver new work through Warwickshire Libraries’ events programme; 

• grow and develop the creative and practical skills of library staff and embed new 
opportunities for them to think and approach cultural programming differently and to 
grow their skills working with artists and creatives; and 

• deliver work which is inclusive, accessible, and representative of Warwickshire’s 
people and communities.148 

Warwickshire County Council secured £373,000 through the Libraries Improvement Fund in 
March 2024. This will be used to provide a new sensory mobile library for children, young 
people, and adults with additional and more complex needs. This will visit communities across 
the county. The library service will work with partners to develop a range of sessions for those 
who may otherwise find a traditional library experience challenging.149  

 
145 Warwick District Council (2024) Q3 Budget Update 2023/24. Available at: 
https://estates8.warwickdc.gov.uk/cmis/MeetingDates/tabid/149/ctl/ViewMeetingPublic/mid/637/Meeti
ng/4724/Committee/29/Default.aspx (Accessed 12/09/2024). 
146 Warwick District Council (2023) Pre-Scrutiny Questions and Answers – Cabinet Agenda 2 November 
2023 Available at: 
https://estates8.warwickdc.gov.uk/cmis/MeetingDates/tabid/149/ctl/ViewMeetingPublic/mid/637/Meeti
ng/4721/Committee/29/Default.aspx (Accessed 12/09/2024). 
147 Warwick District Council (2024) Cabinet 8 Feb 2024: Item 05 – Appendix 5b – Reserves 24/25. Available at: 
https://estates8.warwickdc.gov.uk/cmis/MeetingDates/tabid/149/ctl/ViewMeetingPublic/mid/637/Meeti
ng/4723/Committee/29/SelectedTab/Documents/Default.aspx (Accessed 12/09/2024). 
148 WCC (2022) Warwickshire Libraries Set to Benefit from National Arts Council England Funding. 
Available at: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/3514/warwickshire-libraries-set-to-benefit-
from-national-arts-council-england-funding (Accessed 12/09/2024). 
149 WCC (2024) Warwickshire Libraries Secure Funding for Sensory Mobile Library. Available at: 
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/5100/warwickshire-libraries-secure-funding-for-sensory-
mobile-library (Accessed 12/09/2024). 

https://estates8.warwickdc.gov.uk/cmis/MeetingDates/tabid/149/ctl/ViewMeetingPublic/mid/637/Meeting/4724/Committee/29/Default.aspx
https://estates8.warwickdc.gov.uk/cmis/MeetingDates/tabid/149/ctl/ViewMeetingPublic/mid/637/Meeting/4724/Committee/29/Default.aspx
https://estates8.warwickdc.gov.uk/cmis/MeetingDates/tabid/149/ctl/ViewMeetingPublic/mid/637/Meeting/4721/Committee/29/Default.aspx
https://estates8.warwickdc.gov.uk/cmis/MeetingDates/tabid/149/ctl/ViewMeetingPublic/mid/637/Meeting/4721/Committee/29/Default.aspx
https://estates8.warwickdc.gov.uk/cmis/MeetingDates/tabid/149/ctl/ViewMeetingPublic/mid/637/Meeting/4723/Committee/29/SelectedTab/Documents/Default.aspx
https://estates8.warwickdc.gov.uk/cmis/MeetingDates/tabid/149/ctl/ViewMeetingPublic/mid/637/Meeting/4723/Committee/29/SelectedTab/Documents/Default.aspx
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/3514/warwickshire-libraries-set-to-benefit-from-national-arts-council-england-funding
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/3514/warwickshire-libraries-set-to-benefit-from-national-arts-council-england-funding
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/5100/warwickshire-libraries-secure-funding-for-sensory-mobile-library
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/5100/warwickshire-libraries-secure-funding-for-sensory-mobile-library
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4.5.2.3 Community Centres and other community facilities 
Stratford-on-Avon District Council’s Infrastructure List and Warwick District Council’s CIL 
Projects List identify projects that are intended to be wholly or partly funded by CIL. The 
Infrastructure List for Stratford-on-Avon District has previously allocated funds based on an 
open bidding process, but the Council is currently transitioning to an evidence-led process of 
allocation. This change seeks to ensure that the location and timing of infrastructure funding is 
tied more closely to the new spatial distribution of development which will be identified in the 
SWLP. Tables 4.15 and 4.16 list projects relating to community facilities from each authority’s 
2023/24 Infrastructure Funding Statements, including completed projects. 

Table 4.15: CIL Funded Projects Relating to Community Facilities in Stratford-on-Avon 
District150 

Infrastructure Project Project Description 

Greig Memorial Hall, Alcester Refurbishment to enable the Hall to be 
reopened as a Community Hall and Events 
Venue. 

The Ministry - Stratford Youth Hub Second stage redevelopment of a universal 
youth hub, The Ministry, in Stratford-upon-
Avon, investing in and responding to the 
growing need for sustained youth support and 
training opportunities in the town and across 
Stratford District. 

The Learning and Community Hub, Henley 
Street, Stratford-upon-Avon  

Improvement, modernisation and 
repurposing of 22 Henley Street/43 Guild 
Street into a first-class Learning and 
Community Hub. 

Luddington Village Hall extension and 
improvements 

Single storey extension and improvements to 
create a flexible additional space which can 
be independently hired or used to extend the 
capacity of the main Hall. 

Synder Meadow, Welford-on-Avon Creation of a new multi-purpose Community 
Sports Pavilion. 

Meon Vale Pavillion Community Project community coffee shop, dementia 
afternoons, safe space consultation room, 
training and volunteering opportunities, a 
food share operation and links in with the 
local allotments through 'learn to plant' 
advice and the loan of tools. 

Meon Vale Community Project: Phase 2 
‘Inclusion’ 

Investment to expand on the services 
provided at the Pavilion, enhance the building 

 
150 Stratford-on-Avon District Council (2024) 2023/24 Infrastructure Funding Statement. Available at: 
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/doc/213220/name/IFS%20report%202023%2024%20FINALv2.pdf/ 
(Accessed 03/01/2025). 

https://www.stratford.gov.uk/doc/213220/name/IFS%20report%202023%2024%20FINALv2.pdf/
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Infrastructure Project Project Description 

to integrate the outside space and support 
the growing needs of the community. 

Grace’s Playground, Ilmington Renovation of Playground equipment and 
resurfacing.  

Village Hall, Wixford Replacement Village Hall. 

Lighthorne & Upper Lighthorne - Sports field  Sports field and parking capacity 
improvements. 

Fenny Compton Sports and Play Area Removal of the former sports pavilion and 
replacement with modern changing room, 
toilet, kitchenette and storage facility and 
upgrade the playground equipment to make it 
inclusive and safe for all users. 

A Community Garden at Glebe Road, Bishopton that had previously received CIL Funding was 
voluntarily withdrawn in 2024.  
 
Table 4.16: Projects Relating to Community Facilities from the 2023/24 IFS for Warwick 
District151 

Infrastructure Project Project Description 

Kenilworth Leisure (Phase 2): Castle Farm 
Recreation Centre 

The Council is committed to improving leisure 
facilities in Kenilworth, including the facilities 
at Castle Farm, as part of phase II of its 
Leisure Development Programme 

St Mary's Land, Warwick A range of measures to support the delivery of 
the St Mary's Land master plan approved in 
2017 

Newbold Comyn* Improvements to Newbold Comyn Park 

Relocation of athletics facility and creation 
of Commonwealth Park* 

Relocation of the athletics facility from 
Edmondscote Road to new location by 
proposed Community Stadium. Edmondscote 
Road to be used as public open space 
(Commonwealth Park). 

Relocation of Kenilworth Wardens To purchase land, enable site access and 
essential supporting site infrastructure, 
thereby enabling Kenilworth Wardens Cricket 
Club to relocate from its current site. 

 
151 Warwick District Council (2022) Community Infrastructure Levy CIL Projects List 2022/23. Available at: 
https://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/info/20798/community_infrastructure_levy_cil/1573/cil_projects 
(Accessed 13/09/2024). 

https://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/info/20798/community_infrastructure_levy_cil/1573/cil_projects
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Infrastructure Project Project Description 

Elizabeth Park* To support the delivery of a new park on land 
at Edmonscote, Leamington Spa. 

Note: The projects marked with an Asterisk * on the CIL Projects List are not identified for 
funding in 23/24 but are indicated on the list to demonstrate ongoing support for the projects as 
it is likely that funding will be available to support them in subsequent years. 
The projects listed in Table 4.17 below were selected for funding or part-funding in June 2024 by 
Stratford-on-Avon District Council as part of Year 3 of the UK Shared Prosperity Fund (UKSPF).152 
The UKSPF is part of a suite of funding which begins to replace the previous European Structural 
Funds and aims to empower local lead authorities to identity opportunities to build pride in 
place, improve the places in which people live, and support individuals and businesses to 
thrive. 

Table 4.17: Relevant UKSPF projects selected by Stratford-on-Avon District to be funded or 
part-funded in June 2024 round of allocations 

Intervention Stakeholder Description 
UKSPF C&P E02: Community 
& neighbourhood 
infrastructure project 

Arts Rising Collective, 
Stratford on Avon (ARC) 

Set up an Arts Hub with studio 
spaces, exhibition space and a 
space for art classes, to 
enhance the offer of arts to the 
local community in and around 
Stratford-upon-Avon 

UKSPF C&P E02: Community 
& neighbourhood 
infrastructure projects 

1st Harbury Scout & Guide 
Group 

Alterations to existing entrance 
to improve DDA toilet facilities 
and provide separate meeting 
room as breakout/additional 
hire space 

UKSPF C&P E10: Local 
sports facilities, 
tournaments, teams & 
leagues 

Tanworth in Arden Tennis 
Club 

Resurfacing 2 courts, 
addressing root damage and 
drainage, to ensure the viability 
of the club within the 
community as the only sports 
facility in the village. 

UKSPF C&P E10: Local 
sports facilities, 
tournaments, teams & 
leagues 

Ettington Parish Council Build of outside toilets for 
football field, users of MUGA 
and users of youth and play 
areas. Fencing of existing and 
creation of new football pitch. 

 
152 Stratford-on-Avon District Council (2024) The Cabinet – Monday 3 June 2024: Shared Prosperity 
Fund/Rural England Prosperity Fund Recommendations. Available at: 
https://democracy.stratford.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=485&MId=6448&Ver=4 (Accessed 
13/09/2024). 

https://democracy.stratford.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=485&MId=6448&Ver=4
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Intervention Stakeholder Description 
UKSPF C&P E10: Local 
sports facilities, 
tournaments, teams & 
leagues 

Meon Vale and Quinton 
Cricket Club 

New Community cricket club, 
forming new cricket teams for 
all ages, gender and ability – 
equipment to support and 
maintain the new cricket pitch 

UKSPF C&P E10: Local 
sports facilities, 
tournaments, teams & 
leagues 

Stratford Sports Club Ltd To improve safety and enable 
expansion of the cricket 
facilities with cricket fence and 
practice decks to increase 
participation and community 
involvement within the cricket 
club. 

 
In Warwick District, UKSPF funding was recently used to part-fund a new integrated primary and 
community healthcare facility in Lillington. This opened in August 2024.153 Leamington Town 
Hall is being upgraded through the Future High Street Fund as part of a wider project to develop 
this venue into a ‘creative hub’.154 The Abbey Fields swimming facility in Kenilworth is also 
currently being redeveloped to include an additional family indoor pool, improved accessibility 
for access and changing rooms, a café for park and pool visitors, and improvements to the 
changing rooms and reception area.155  

4.5.3 Infrastructure Implications of Future Growth 
4.5.3.1 Burial and Cremation Facilities 
Understanding capacity and future demand for burial and cremation facilities is complex due to 
the range of religious, local authority, and private providers of these services. Further liaison 
with providers would be needed to fully understand capacity and demand trends in the sector. 
Constraints in capacity could potentially be triggered by significant increases in population. It 
may therefore be particularly appropriate to consider opportunities for provision of burial and 
cremation facilities as part of urban extensions or new settlements. 

4.5.3.2 Libraries 
Warwickshire County Council reports an ongoing evolution in the use of libraries. It is difficult to 
assess library trends due to the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on opening hours. In 2022/23 
there was an overall 59% increase in visits to libraries and mobiles in comparison to 2021/22, 
with footfall almost returning to pre-Covid levels. Overall physical and electronic issues of 
books, audio, newspapers, and magazines increased 16% in 2022/23 compared to the previous 
year. Digital take-up has increased from pre-Covid levels by an average of 15% per year. The 

 
153 Warwick District Council (2024) New modern healthcare facility is now open in Lillington. Available at: 
https://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/news/article/1215/new_modern_healthcare_facility_is_now_open_in_lilli
ngton (Accessed 13/09/2024). 
154 Warwick District Council (2024) Town Hall Rejuvenation to Begin. Available at: 
https://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/news/article/1193/town_hall_rejuvenation_to_begin (Accessed 
13/09/2024). 
155 Warwick District Council (2024) Abbey Fields Swimming Pool Development. Available at: 
https://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/info/20811/leisure_development_programme/1316/abbey_fields_swim
ming_pool_development (Accessed 13/09/2024). 

https://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/news/article/1215/new_modern_healthcare_facility_is_now_open_in_lillington
https://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/news/article/1215/new_modern_healthcare_facility_is_now_open_in_lillington
https://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/news/article/1193/town_hall_rejuvenation_to_begin
https://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/info/20811/leisure_development_programme/1316/abbey_fields_swimming_pool_development
https://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/info/20811/leisure_development_programme/1316/abbey_fields_swimming_pool_development
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Library Service is pursuing a ‘digital by choice’ approach whereby digital services are to be 
developed for those who need them without this being at the expense of face-to-face options 
for those who prefer to use services that way.156 

Warwickshire County Council seek library contributions to help fund improvements to facilities 
and services. These improvements may include purchase of additional stock, targeted 
collections, additional seating/study spaces or related facilities, improved family facilities, and 
targeted promotions to inform new residents of available services. A contribution request will 
typically be made for developments of 25 dwellings or more. The calculation used for these 
requests is average % of residents who are members of the library within the county times 
number of expected inhabitants of development times cost per visit.157 It is therefore 
reasonable to assume that the developers of large urban extensions or new settlements, as well 
as large windfall sites, would be expected to contribute towards library services. 

4.5.3.3 Community Centres 
At present there is no data available to quantify the capacity of existing community facilities. 
Individual providers may choose to improve facilities based on community engagement and 
make applications to Parish & Town Councils for funding from the portion of CIL receipts passed 
to the relevant Parish/Town Council. In areas where there is large-scale housing development, 
funding from the strategic CIL pot or other grants such as those currently available through the 
Shared Prosperity Fund may be appropriate. 

4.6 Green and Blue Infrastructure 
Green and Blue Infrastructure are defined in the National Planning Policy Framework as: 

A network of multi-functional green and blue spaces and other natural features, urban 
and rural, which is capable of delivering a wide range of environmental, economic, 
health and wellbeing benefits for nature, climate, local and wider communities and 
prosperity. 158 

The Warwickshire, Coventry and Solihull Green Infrastructure study provides evidence for the 
preparation of plans, policies, and strategies relating to Green Infrastructure at a sub-regional 
level and at a local level. The document is currently in the process of being updated. It will detail 
how Green Infrastructure can be delivered through working with landholders and relevant 
stakeholders. The Strategy covers the disciplines of landscape, biodiversity/natural capital, and 
accessibility.159 

 
156 Warwick District Council (2023) Overview and Scrutiny Committee 13 December 2023 - Library 
Performance and Membership. Available at: 
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/mgAi.aspx?ID=9842 (Accessed 13/09/2024). 
157 WCC (date unknown) Obligations by Service Area – Libraries. Available at: 
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/obligations-service-area/libraries/1 (Accessed 13/09/2024).  
158 Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government (2023) National Planning Policy Framework. 
Available at: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/669a25e9a3c2a28abb50d2b4/NPPF_December_2023.pdf 
(Accessed 23/09/2024). 
159 WCC (2024) Warwickshire, Coventry & Solihull Sub-Regional Green Infrastructure Strategy. August 
2024 draft. Not currently available online.  

https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/mgAi.aspx?ID=9842
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/obligations-service-area/libraries/1
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/669a25e9a3c2a28abb50d2b4/NPPF_December_2023.pdf
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Warwickshire County Council is working with the Local Nature Partnership to develop a Local 
Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) for the County. The duty to prepare a LNRS was introduced in 
the Environment Act (2021). This document will outline a roadmap for restoring and improving 
Warwickshire’s Natural Environment. WCC undertook public engagement on the strategy 
between July and September 2024. In their consultation response to the Issues and Options 
consultation, Warwickshire County Council recommended that the Green Infrastructure Study 
document should continue to be used as the main evidence base for the SWLP. 160 

Warwickshire County Council has a role in delivering off site biodiversity net gain through the 
use of  S.106 contributions for any sites where net gains cannot be achieved on site.161 

The Warwickshire Waterways Strategy 2021-2026 sets out a framework to promote 
Warwickshire’s rivers and canals as valuable community assets that can be used and enjoyed 
by all. The strategy’s vision is to connect people and places via the waterways network and 
promote waterways as a wildlife habitat and as a desirable setting for residents, visitors, and 
businesses.162 

4.6.1 Performance of Existing Infrastructure 
4.6.1.1 Green Space 
An extensive Public Rights of Way network throughout Warwickshire and the nearby Cotswold 
National Landscape provides access to an open rural landscape of natural habitats. Residents 
in Stratford-on-Avon District are particularly likely to have good pedestrian access to 
surrounding countryside and a good range of natural habitats given the rural character of much 
of the district. The SWLP area supports a network of biodiversity sites, providing residents with 
opportunities to visit natural outdoor spaces and view wildlife. This includes Sites of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSIs), Local Nature Reserves (LNRs) and Local Wildlife Sites (LWSs). In 
addition to this, there are a wide variety of public green spaces across the SWLP area, including 
parks, playing fields, golf courses, allotments, and sports facilities. These are shown in Figure 
4.5 below.163 

  

 
160 WCC (2023) SWLP Issues and Options Consultation Response. Available at: 
https://southwarwickshire.oc2.uk/readdoc/124/searchforms (Accessed 19/09/2024). 
161 WCC (2023) Annual Infrastructure Funding Statement 2022/3. Available at:  
https://api.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/WCCC-822895865-868 (Accessed 15/10/2024) 
162 WCC (2021) Warwickshire Waterways Strategy 2021-2026. Available at: 
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s16027/Appendix%20for%20Warwickshire%20Wat
erway%20Canal%20Strategy%202020-2025.pdf (Accessed 23/09/2024). 
163 Lepus Consulting on behalf of Stratford-on-Avon District Council and Warwick District Council (2022) 
Sustainability Appraisal of the South Warwickshire Local Plan: Scoping Report. Available at: 
https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/swlp/technical-evidence.cfm (Accessed 19/09/2024). 

https://southwarwickshire.oc2.uk/readdoc/124/searchforms
https://api.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/WCCC-822895865-868
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s16027/Appendix%20for%20Warwickshire%20Waterway%20Canal%20Strategy%202020-2025.pdf
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/s16027/Appendix%20for%20Warwickshire%20Waterway%20Canal%20Strategy%202020-2025.pdf
https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/swlp/technical-evidence.cfm
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Figure 4.5: OS Open Greenspace in the SWLP area 

 
The Warwickshire Rights of Way Improvement Plan 2011-2026 identified the following strengths 
and weaknesses in the rights of way and recreational highways network164: 

Strengths: 

• Success in replacing stiles with more accessible structures. 
• Consistent standards for signing and waymarking. 
• Good community involvement and motivation. 
• Good relationships with landowners and land managers. 
• Success in processing path changes in response to landowner requests 

Weaknesses: 

• Lack of connectivity. 
• Many long term off-line and obstructed routes. 
• Reactive workload rather than proactive. 
• Little reliable data about the infrastructure on the network. 
• Lack of routes with equestrian rights, particularly in North Warwickshire. 

 
164 WCC (2011) Rights of Way and Recreational Highways Strategy 2011-2016. Available at: 
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/directory-record/2153/rights-of-way-improvement-plan (Accessed 
30/09/2024).  

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/directory-record/2153/rights-of-way-improvement-plan
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• Backlog of applications to record routes on the Definitive Map. 
• Ability to maintain the asset value in the medium to long term due to reductions in 

resources. 

Warwickshire County Council has recently begun work to update the Rights of Way 
Improvement Plan with intentions to publish a draft version later in 2024. This will provide a 
more up to date picture of the current performance of the network. Stratford-on-Avon District 
Council’s response to a stakeholder consultation in March 2024 noted that the current network 
is concentrated around the areas of Alcester and Henley-in-Arden, while the network in the 
north-west is poorly connected to central areas. There are areas of fragmentation in the 
network, such as between Warwick and Stratford-upon-Avon. The following general issues were 
identified: 

• Many rights of way are difficult to use during spring and summer due to hedging and 
plant growth. 

• It can be difficult to access some rights of way for those with mobility or sight issues. 
• Signage can be unclear as to which areas are rights of way as opposed to private land.165 

Table 4.18 summarises the Accessible Greenspace Standards set out by Natural England. 
These use distance thresholds to define maximum distances that residents should have to 
travel from their home to access accessible natural or semi-natural greenspace.166 

Table 4.18: Accessible Greenspace Standards 

Category of 
Accessible 
Greenspace 

Actual 
walking 
distance 

Name of 
criterion 

Accessible 
Natural 
Greenspace 

Size 
criteria 
(minimum) 

Approximate 
walking / 
cycling time 

1. Small 
greenspace close 
to home: either a 
Doorstep or Local 
Greenspace 

200m Doorstep 
Greenspace 

N 0.5 ha Less than 5 
minutes 
 

As above 300m Local Natural 
Greenspace 

Y 2 ha 5 minutes 

2. Medium sized 
greenspace within 
1km 

1km Neighbourhood 
Natural 
Greenspace 

Y 10 ha 15 minutes 
 

3. Medium large 
Greenspace 
within 2km 

2km Wider 
Neighbourhood 
Natural 
Greenspace 

Y 20ha 35 minutes 
 
 

 
165 Stratford-on-Avon District Council (2024) Review of Warwickshire County Council's Rights of Way 
Improvement Plan - Response from Stratford-on-Avon District Council. Available at: 
https://democracy.stratford.gov.uk/ieDecisionDetails.aspx?Id=3755 (Accessed 30/09/2024). 
166 Natural England (2023) Green Infrastructure Standards for England – Summary. Available at: 
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/GreenInfrastructure/downloads/Green%20Infrastructure
%20Standards%20for%20England%20Summary%20v1.1.pdf (Accessed 19/09/2024).  

https://democracy.stratford.gov.uk/ieDecisionDetails.aspx?Id=3755
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/GreenInfrastructure/downloads/Green%20Infrastructure%20Standards%20for%20England%20Summary%20v1.1.pdf
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/GreenInfrastructure/downloads/Green%20Infrastructure%20Standards%20for%20England%20Summary%20v1.1.pdf
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Category of 
Accessible 
Greenspace 

Actual 
walking 
distance 

Name of 
criterion 

Accessible 
Natural 
Greenspace 

Size 
criteria 
(minimum) 

Approximate 
walking / 
cycling time 

4. Large 
greenspace within 
5km from home 

5km District Natural 
Greenspace 

Y 100 ha 15 – 20 minutes 
cycling from 
home 
 

5. Very large 
Greenspace 
within 10km from 
home 

10km Sub-regional 
Natural 
Greenspace 
 

Y 500 ha 30 - 40 minutes 
cycling from 
home 
 

Notes: 
• Distances given are actual walking distances. 
• Actual walking distance will be measured though network analysis in due course. 

However, in the meantime, the Green Infrastructure Mapping uses a straight line 
distance from home to the boundary of the greenspace in analyses of the AGS 
standards. 

• Where possible all greenspaces should be accessible by public transport and or safe 
active travel routes. 

• The Accessible Greenspace Standards do not cover formal sports provision, for which 
Sport England is responsible; nor play provision, which is covered by Play England. 

• The above diagram uses a walking speed of 60 metres per minute, which is the average 
for people of 60 years and teenagers. It uses a cycling speed of 20 kilometres per hour 
as an average for inexperienced cyclists 

 
The draft Sub-Regional Green Infrastructure Study notes that the sub-region has very few large 
assets of sites over 100ha. However, significant linear assets including canals, main rivers, and 
large water bodies, as well as long-distance walking and cycling routes of national, regional, 
and county level importance are also relevant. The Green Infrastructure Study also concludes 
that clusters of sites within 500m of each other that are collectively over 100ha should also be 
considered as sub-regional assets.167 The Green Infrastructure Study recommends future work 
to map areas in the sub-region with deficiencies in accessibility using the Natural England 
standards. 

4.6.1.2 Playing Fields 
The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England)2015 Order 
defines a playing field as ‘the whole of a site which encompasses at least one playing pitch’.  
The 2015 Order defines a playing pitch as ‘a delineated area which, together with any run-off 
area, is of 0.2 hectares or more, and which is used for association football, American football, 
rugby, cricket, hockey, lacrosse, rounders, baseball, softball, Australian football, Gaelic 
football, shinty, hurling, polo or cycle polo.’  A playing pitch may have a natural or artificial 
surface. While other sports facilities, such as tennis courts and bowling greens, are not 
included in the definition of a playing pitch, Sport England considers that they will be included 

 
167 WCC (2024) Warwickshire, Coventry & Solihull Sub-Regional Green Infrastructure Strategy. August 
2024 draft. Not currently available online. 
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in an area defined as a playing field if, in physical or functional terms, they form part of an 
overall playing field site. 168 

Information on playing fields is due to be updated in November 2024 and will be summarised 
here. 

4.6.1.3 Allotments/Community Orchards 
Allotments provide areas for people to grow their own produce and plants. The present 
legislative provisions are contained in the Small Holdings and Allotment Acts 1908 and the 
Allotments Acts 1922-1950. These place an obligation on allotment authorities to meet the 
demands of local residents wishing to cultivate allotments and to make provision for the 
acquisition, management and control of allotment sites. An allotment authority is the district 
council, Outer London Borough, or where there is a parish council (or meeting) that council (or 
meeting).169 The Allotment Act of 1922 defines the term ‘allotment garden’ as:170 

“an allotment not exceeding 40 poles in extent which is wholly or mainly cultivated by the 
occupier for the production of vegetable or fruit crops for consumption by himself or his 
family”171 

The Allotments Act of 1925 gives protection to land acquired specifically for use as allotments, 
which are referred to as Statutory Allotment Sites, by the requirement for the need for the 
approval of Secretary of State in event of sale or disposal.172 Some allotment sites may not 
specifically have been acquired for this purpose. Such allotment sites are known as 
“temporary” (even if they have been in use for decades) and are not covered by the 1925 
legislation, although they may be subject to other Local Plan policies and designations.   

Neither Stratford-on-Avon District Council nor Warwick District Council directly manage 
allotments. The majority are administered by Parish and Town Councils. The catchment area of 
many allotments may therefore be limited to the Parish boundary. The last study of allotment 
provision in Stratford-on-Avon District in 2011 identified the allotments listed in Table 4.19 
below.173 

  

 
168 Sport England (March 2018) Playing Fields Policy and Guidance. Available at: https://sportengland-
production-files.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/final-playing-fields-policy-and-guidance-
document.pdf?VersionId=WXTZnJYKUhHkAsLNfBEgtdwW1i5ndMBD (Accessed 15/10/2024)  
169 UK Parliament (1998) Memorandum by the Department of the Environment Transport and the Regions. 
Available at: https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm199798/cmselect/cmenvtra/560-
iii/560iii02.htm#:~:text=The%20present%20legislative%20provisions%20are%20contained%20in%20the
,the%20acquisition%2C%20management%20and%20control%20of%20allotment%20sites. (Accessed 
23/09/2024) 
170 HM Government (1922) Allotments Act. Available at: https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/Geo5/12-
13/51/data.pdf (Accessed 30/09/2024) 
171 40 Poles equals 1,210 square yards or 1,012 square metres.  A Pole can also be known as a Rod or Perch. 
172 HM Government (1925) Allotments Act. Available at: https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/Geo5/15-
16/61/section/8 (Accessed 01/10/2024) 
173 Stratford-on-Avon District Council (2011) PPG17 Open Space, Sport and Recreation Assessment. 
Available at: https://www.stratford.gov.uk/planning-building/leisure-open-space.cfm. (Accessed 
23/09/2024).  

https://sportengland-production-files.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/final-playing-fields-policy-and-guidance-document.pdf?VersionId=WXTZnJYKUhHkAsLNfBEgtdwW1i5ndMBD
https://sportengland-production-files.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/final-playing-fields-policy-and-guidance-document.pdf?VersionId=WXTZnJYKUhHkAsLNfBEgtdwW1i5ndMBD
https://sportengland-production-files.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/final-playing-fields-policy-and-guidance-document.pdf?VersionId=WXTZnJYKUhHkAsLNfBEgtdwW1i5ndMBD
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm199798/cmselect/cmenvtra/560-iii/560iii02.htm#:~:text=The%20present%20legislative%20provisions%20are%20contained%20in%20the,the%20acquisition%2C%20management%20and%20control%20of%20allotment%20sites
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm199798/cmselect/cmenvtra/560-iii/560iii02.htm#:~:text=The%20present%20legislative%20provisions%20are%20contained%20in%20the,the%20acquisition%2C%20management%20and%20control%20of%20allotment%20sites
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm199798/cmselect/cmenvtra/560-iii/560iii02.htm#:~:text=The%20present%20legislative%20provisions%20are%20contained%20in%20the,the%20acquisition%2C%20management%20and%20control%20of%20allotment%20sites
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/Geo5/12-13/51/data.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/Geo5/12-13/51/data.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/Geo5/15-16/61/section/8
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/Geo5/15-16/61/section/8
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/planning-building/leisure-open-space.cfm
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Table 4.19: List of Allotments in Stratford-on-Avon District 

Site Name Settlement 
Kinwarton Road Alcester 
Willow Close Alcester 
Bleachfield Street Alcester 
Allimore Lane Alcester 
Salford Road Bidford-on-Avon 
The Nashes Clifford Chambers 
Brook Lane Aston Cantlow 
Welford-on-Avon Welford-on-Avon 
Wavensmere Road Wootton Wawen 
Upper Brailes Upper Brailes 
Valenders Lane Ilmington 
The Hollows Long Compton 
Back Lane Quinton 
Willowbank Shipston-on-Stour 
Shoulderway Lane Shipston-on-Stour 
Belcony Stretton-on-Fosse 
Middlefield Lane Newbold-on-Stour 
Stratford Road Tredington 
Shenington Road Upper Tysoe 
Plough Lane Bishops Itchington 
South Parade Harbury 
Hall Lane Harbury 
Fox Close Harbury 
Church Road Long Itchington 
Collingham Lane Long Itchington 
Poplar Hill Napton-on-the-Hill 
Welsh Road East Southam 
Daventry Road Southam 
Southam Road Ufton 
Bordon Place Stratford-upon-Avon 
Redlands Crescent Stratford-upon-Avon 
Main Street Tiddington 
Manor Cottage Stratford-upon-Avon 
Bear Lane Henley-in-Arden 
The Green Snitterfield 
Redditch Road Studley 
Station Road Studley 
The Common Earlswood 
Bottom Street Little Dassett 
Church Street Hampton Lucy 
Banbury Road Kineton 
Chesterton Road Lighthorne 
Brook Lane Moreton Morrell 
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Site Name Settlement 
Main Street Moreton Morrell 
Ashorne Ashorne 
Green Lane Edgehill 
Kineton Road Wellesbourne 

 
Warwick District Council maintain a list of allotments on their website which is reproduced in 
Table 4.20 below. 

Table 4.20: List of Allotments in Warwick District174 

Site Name Settlement 
Off Wasperton Lane (Barford Allotment Association) Barford 
Off Wasperton Lane (Barford Church Allotmentts) Barford 
Rugby Road Cubbington 
Coventry Road Cubbington 
Manor Road/The Close Kenilworth 
Gypsy Lane, off Rouncil Lane Kenilworth 
Black Lane, Lillington (off Leicester Street/Gresham 
Avenue) 

Leamington Spa (North) 

Off Northumberland Road (Binswood Allotment 
Association) 

Leamington Spa (North) 

Off Northumberland Road (Milverton New Allotments 
Association) 

Leamington Spa (North) 

Old Milverton Road (Cliffe Allotments Association) Leamington Spa (North) 
Old Milverton Road (Old Milverton Allotments 
Association) 

Leamington Spa (North) 

Radford Road Leamington Spa (South) 
Queen’s Drive Rowington 
Railwayside Allotments, Cape Road / St Michael’s 
Road 

Warwick 

Cape Housing Allotments (Priory Pools / Deerpark 
Drive) 

Warwick 

Myton Green Warwick 
Millbank Allotments, off Emscote Road Warwick 
Canalside Allotments, Cape Road Warwick 
Golf Lane Whitnash 
Canalside Allotments Whitnash 
Dobson Lane (Whitnash Working Men’s Allotments)  Whitnash 
Dobson Lane far end (Dobson Lane Allotment 
Association 

Whitnash 

 

 
174 Warwick District Council (date unknown) Allotment Management. Available at: 
https://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/info/20250/allotments (Accessed 23/09/2024). 

https://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/info/20250/allotments
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A Community Orchard is a collection of fruit and sometimes nut trees often planted among 
grass full of wildflowers.175 There is no central list of Community Orchards. Table 4.21 lists 
Community Orchards in the South Warwickshire Area which were identified by an online search: 

Table 4.21: Community Orchards in the South Warwickshire Area 

Site Name Settlement 
Alcester Community Orchard Alcester 
Jubilee Centre Community Orchard Alcester 
Bridgetown Meadowlands Community Orchard Stratford-upon-Avon 
Rowley Fields Community Orchard Stratford-upon-Avon 
Queen’s Park Avenue Community Orchard Shipston-on-Stour 
Corn Mill Meadows Shipston-on-Stour 
WOT2Grow Tysoe 
Kineton Community Orchard Kineton 
Barford Community Orchard Barford 
Hatton Park Community Orchard Hatton 
Bishops Tachbrook Community Orchard Bishops Tachbrook 
Sparks Community Orchard Leamington Spa 
Sydenham Memorial Orchard Leamington Spa 
Stoneleigh Village Community Orchard Stoneleigh 
Baginton Community Orchard Baginton 
Eathorpe Community Orchard Eathorpe 

 

4.6.1.4 Blue infrastructure 
Most of the SWLP area lies inside the Severn river basin. A small portion to the north of both 
districts lies within the Humber river basin and a small portion to the south of Stratford-on-Avon 
District falls within the Thames river basin. The 2022 Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report for 
the South Warwickshire Local plan summarised the ecological status of the three river basins, 
using information from their respective River Basin Management Plans. This information is 
summarised in Table 4.22 and Table 4.23 below.176 

Table 4.22: Number of water bodies in the Severn, Humber, and Thames river basins 
 

River basin Water body categories Natural Artificial 
Heavily 

modified Total 

Severn 

Rivers, canals and 
surface water transfers 560 47 74 681 
Lake 14 7 47 68 
Coastal 0 0 0 0 
Estuarine 1 0 5 6 

 
175 HMSO (2011) Community orchards How to guide.  Available at: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a78d20ae5274a2acd18a0ac/1973262.pdf 
 (Accessed 01/10/2024)  
176 Lepus Consulting on behalf of Stratford-on-Avon District Council and Warwick District Council (2022) 
Sustainability Appraisal of the South Warwickshire Local Plan: Scoping Report. Available at: 
https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/swlp/technical-evidence.cfm (Accessed 23/09/2024).  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a78d20ae5274a2acd18a0ac/1973262.pdf
https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/swlp/technical-evidence.cfm
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River basin Water body categories Natural Artificial 
Heavily 

modified Total 
Groundwater 42 0 0 42 

Severn river basin total   617 54 126 797 

Humber 

Rivers, canals and 
surface water transfers 457 105 282 844 
Lake 11 19 104 134 
Humber Coastal 0 0 2 2 
Estuarine 1 2 4 7 
Groundwater 51 0 0 51 

Humber river basin 
total   520 126 392 1038 

Thames 

Rivers, canals and 
surface water transfers 287 21 106 414 
Lake 7 47 19 73 
Thames Coastal 0 0 1 1 
Estuarine 1 4 5 10 
Groundwater 47 0 0 47 

Thames river basin 
total   342 72 131 545 

 
Table 4.23: Ecological status of Severn, Humber and Thames river basin surface 
waterbodies 
 

Ecological 
status or 
potential 

Definition of status 

No. of 
water 

bodies in 
Severn 

river basin 

No. of 
water 

bodies in 
Humber 

river basin 

No. of water 
bodies in 

Thames 
river basin 

High 

Near natural conditions. No 
restriction on the beneficial uses of 
the water body. No impacts on 
amenity, wildlife or fisheries. 

0 0 0 

Good 

Slight change from natural 
conditions as a result of human 
activity. No restriction on the 
beneficial uses of the water body. No 
impact on amenity or fisheries. 
Protects all but the most sensitive 
wildlife. 

151 148 39 

Moderate 

Moderate change from natural 
conditions as a result of human 
activity. Some restriction on the 
beneficial uses of the water body. No 
impact on amenity. Some impact on 
wildlife and fisheries. 

462 671 320 
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Poor 

Major change from natural 
conditions as a result of human 
activity. Some restrictions on the 
beneficial uses of the water body. 
Some impact on amenity. Moderate 
impact on wildlife and fisheries. 

134 136 112 

Bad 

Severe change from natural 
conditions as a result of human 
activity. Significant restriction on the 
beneficial uses of the water body. 
Major impact on amenity. Major 
impact on wildlife and fisheries with 
many species not present. 

8 32 27 

 
Warwick District is served by a variety of local and national cycle network connections which 
link into the canal towpath network. The Grand Union Canal is a main route through Leamington 
Spa. The national cycle network links to neighbouring towns such as Kenilworth via route 42 and 
Stratford-upon-Avon via route 52. Leamington Spa and Warwick are linked by the Chiltern Main 
Line which runs parallel to the Grand Union Canal. In Stratford-upon-Avon the canal towpath 
forms part of the National Cycle Network which links Wilmcote and Stratford-upon-Avon. The 
rail network runs parallel to the canal and is within a 25-minute walking catchment for most of 
these two settlements. It is likely that good active travel and public transport infrastructure in 
Leamington and Stratford-on-Avon contribute towards areas of affluent low car ownership close 
to the Canal. However, the most recent audit highlighted several areas which could be 
improved. In both Districts, there was a lack of green space identified adjacent to the towpaths, 
town centres were not well sign-posted, and there was a lack of signage to schools, railway 
stations, and employment centres. In Stratford-on-Avon District, there was no signing of access 
points to the canal in key areas of the town centre, and in Warwick District it was highlighted 
that there was no access to Warwick Parkway station. 177 

4.6.2 Baseline Proposed Investment Schemes 
4.6.2.1 Green Space 
The Draft Sub-Regional Green Infrastructure study recommends that green infrastructure is 
introduced into urban areas through small-scale measures such as green walls/roofs on 
buildings, and through larger-scale measures such as urban planting schemes or parks and 
gardens as part of regeneration and redevelopment schemes in town centre areas. Careful 
planning of new developments on the edge of settlements can allow them to be incorporated 
sensitively into the rural urban-fringe landscape and create funding opportunities for improving 
existing green infrastructure and wider public access. This could include new community 
woodlands or wildflower meadows. The main mechanisms for delivering improved accessibility 
to green space are through the planning system and grants. Green infrastructure priorities can 
be delivered through landscape and restoration plans, local Infrastructure Delivery Plans, 
Community Infrastructure Levies, Public Open Space contributions, legal agreements, and 

 
177 The Transport Consultancy on behalf of WCC (2023) Warwickshire Towpaths Transport Strategy. 
Available at: https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=340&MId=3662&Ver=4 
(link from Agenda Reports Pack document). Accessed 23/09/2024. 

https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=340&MId=3662&Ver=4
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compensation mechanisms such as Biodiversity Net Gain. Access to the countryside may also 
be improved through Warwickshire County Council’s Countryside and Rights of Way 
Improvement Plan.178 

Warwickshire County Council has recently begun work to update the Rights of Way 
Improvement Plan with intentions to publish a draft version later in 2024. This plan will set out 
how the public rights of way network can meet the needs of the public, now and in the future. 
Stratford-on-Avon allocated CIL funding to the Avon and Arrow Greenway project (now known as 
the Two Shires Greenway) in 2021/22 for development of a section running from Salford Priors to 
Wixford following public footpaths and sections of the old railway line. This is part of a wider 
project to join a network of continuous path and cycle ways between Evesham and Alcester, 
and Broom to Stratford-upon-Avon. 

4.6.2.2 Playing Fields 
There are no known projects relating to the provision of playing fields. 

4.6.2.3 Allotments/Community Orchards 
Warwickshire County Council announced funding for the creation of community orchards and 
micro woods across the county in 2024. The initiative was funded by Defra's Coronation 
Heritage Living Fund (CLHF).    

4.6.2.4 Blue infrastructure 
The Warwickshire Towpaths Transport Strategy (2023)179 categorised the following projects in the 
South Warwickshire area as high priority projects: 

• Installation of signage to improve awareness of the Grand Union Canal as a walking 
route to key destinations in Leamington Spa. Likely funding streams are Active Travel 
England and Warwickshire County Council. 

• Installation of signage to improve awareness of the Stratford-upon-Avon Canal as a 
walking route to key destinations in Stratford-upon-Avon. Likely funding streams are 
Active Travel England and Warwickshire County Council. 

• Signage for alternative route for cycling using the towpath between Timothy’s Bridge 
Road and the A3400 junctions as this is an alternative non-highway route. Signage would 
be secured through Warwickshire County Council. 

The following medium-priority improvements were also identified: 

• Upgrading of informal access to Old Budbrooke Road from the Grand Union Canal, 
including new signage and resurfacing, to improve pedestrian and cycle links towards 
Warwick Parkway Station. Links to the Canal from adjacent developments funded by 
Section 106 contributions. Signage would be secured through Active Travel England and 
Warwickshire County Council. 

 
178 Warwickshire County Council (2024) Warwickshire, Coventry & Solihull Sub-Regional Green 
Infrastructure Strategy. August 2024 draft. Not currently available online. 
179 The Transport Consultancy on behalf of WCC (2023) Warwickshire Towpaths Transport Strategy. 
Available at https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=340&MId=3662&Ver=4 
(link from Agenda Reports Pack document). Accessed on 23/09/2024. 

https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=340&MId=3662&Ver=4
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4.6.3 Infrastructure Implications of Future Growth 
4.6.3.1 Green Space 
The Draft Sub-Regional Green Infrastructure Study highlights the importance to health of 
providing high-quality green and blue spaces close to homes and workplaces. It is important to 
ensure that new settlements or urban extensions are provided with enough green space. Green 
infrastructure can have a place-building role in strengthening the connection of communities 
with their surroundings. Green spaces promote physical activity, social unity, and ecological 
engagement, improving quality of life and wellbeing. Trees and ponds can help to improve air 
quality and reduce urban heat street, noise pollution, and flooding. Provision of adequate green 
space is particularly significant in high-density locations as these areas typically have lower 
average incomes and fewer residents have the resources to travel to spaces further away from 
their homes. High-quality environments help to attract businesses and investors, which can 
support the local economy. Green Infrastructure improves resilience and adaptability to climate 
change by encouraging low-carbon behaviours and minimising the impacts of climate change 
on humans and wildlife.180 Green infrastructure can also help secure biodiversity net gains 
(secured through S.106 Agreements, where these cannot be achieved on site). 

Sport England recommends that design policies in the SWLP embed the principles of their 
Active Design Guidance. This guidance is not solely focused on delivering formal exercise and 
sports spaces but instead seeks to encourage physical activity taken as a whole – ‘walking, 
cycling, sport, exercise, children’s play, outdoor leisure, and anything else that maximises 
opportunities for people to be active’.181 These principles can be used in guiding new policies, 
for developing site masterplans, and in making decisions on planning applications planning 
obligations. It is anticipated that future needs will be assessed using established national 
guidance from Fields in Trust for formal and informal outdoor space.182 

4.6.3.2 Playing Fields 
New development will generate demand for additional playing fields/pitches, but also provide 
opportunities to address any existing shortages.   

It is anticipated that future needs will be assessed using established national guidance from 
Sport England183 and Fields in Trust for playing pitches and outdoor sports.184 

 
180 WCC (2024) Warwickshire, Coventry & Solihull Sub-Regional Green Infrastructure Strategy. August 
2024 draft. Not currently available online. 
181 Sport England (2023) Response to South Warwickshire Local Plan Issues and Options Consultation. 
Available at: https://southwarwickshire.oc2.uk/readdoc/124/searchforms (Accessed 30/09/2024). 
182 Fields in Trust (2020) Guidance for Outdoor Sport and Play Beyond the Six Acre Standard England 
Available at: https://fit.viewcreative.agency/content/files/Guidance-for-Outdoor-Sport-and-Play-
England.pdf (Accessed 01/10/2024) 
183 Sport England (2022) Outdoor Surfaces. Available at: https://www.sportengland.org/guidance-and-
support/facilities-and-planning/design-and-cost-guidance/outdoor-surfaces (Accessed 01/10/2024) 
184 Fields in Trust (2020) Guidance for Outdoor Sport and Play Beyond the Six Acre Standard England 
Available at: https://fit.viewcreative.agency/content/files/Guidance-for-Outdoor-Sport-and-Play-
England.pdf (Accessed 01/10/2024) 

https://southwarwickshire.oc2.uk/readdoc/124/searchforms
https://fit.viewcreative.agency/content/files/Guidance-for-Outdoor-Sport-and-Play-England.pdf
https://fit.viewcreative.agency/content/files/Guidance-for-Outdoor-Sport-and-Play-England.pdf
https://www.sportengland.org/guidance-and-support/facilities-and-planning/design-and-cost-guidance/outdoor-surfaces
https://www.sportengland.org/guidance-and-support/facilities-and-planning/design-and-cost-guidance/outdoor-surfaces
https://fit.viewcreative.agency/content/files/Guidance-for-Outdoor-Sport-and-Play-England.pdf
https://fit.viewcreative.agency/content/files/Guidance-for-Outdoor-Sport-and-Play-England.pdf
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4.6.3.3 Allotments/Community Orchards 
New development will generate demand for additional allotments and community orchards and 
opportunities to address any existing shortages.   

4.6.3.4 Blue infrastructure 
The Canal and River Trust have provided guidance on the ways in which canals and rivers can 
help mitigate climate change through active travel and low carbon transport, the use of canal 
water to heat and cool buildings, reducing urban temperatures, moving water supplies around 
the country, mitigating the impact of flooding, providing hydropower, providing eco-moorings to 
power boats using electricity, as a biodiversity and nature recovery asset, and as a local tourist 
destination to avoid further travel.185 In Stratford-on-Avon, Warwick, and Leamington, there are 
areas in the vicinity of canals which have low levels of deprivation but also low levels of car 
ownership. Canals provide an important connection between the outer suburbs and town 
centres and form an important part of the active travel network, which together with good 
access to public transport, can support modal shift away from the use of the private car.186 
Availability of blue infrastructure is therefore a consideration when considering locations for 
sustainable growth. 

4.7 Utilities and Digital 

4.7.1 Performance of Existing Infrastructure  
4.7.1.1 Electricity 
National Grid Transmission plc (NGET) owns and maintains the electricity transmission system 
in England and Wales. The energy is then distributed to the electricity distribution network 
operators to serve homes and businesses.  Western Power was the trade name of the overall 
electricity distribution company for the area, but in September 2022, was subsumed into, and 
renamed to, National Grid Electricity Distribution (NGED).  

The SWLP will need to consider existing National Grid transmission and distribution 
infrastructure. The Western Power Data Portal187 provides details of the National Grid network, 
showing high voltage overhead transmission powerlines, as well as the distribution network 
comprising 132kv, 66kv, 33kv, 11kv and lower voltage networks servicing individual properties.  

National Grid’s network capacity map (extract below in Figure. 4.6) provides an indication of the 
network’s capacity to connect large scale development to major substations. Within Warwick 
District, there is one 132 KV bulk supply point (BSP) in Warwick and the remainder are 11 KV 
primary substations.  Within Stratford District, there is a 33 KV BSP at Harbury and again, the 
remainder are 11 KV primary substations. The colour gradings provide an overall indication of 
where connections are possible. It is not to be relied upon to assess the terms of connection for 

 
185 Canal and River Trust (2024) Nine Ways Canals can Fight Climate Change. Available at: 
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/things-to-do/canal-and-river-wildlife/nine-ways-canals-can-fight-climate-
change (Accessed 30/09/2024). 
186 The Transport Consultancy on behalf of WCC (2023), Warwickshire Towpaths Transport Strategy. 
Available at: https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=340&MId=3662&Ver=4 
(link from Agenda Reports Pack document). Accessed 23/09/2024. 
187 National Grid Electricity Distribution (2024) NGED DataPortal2. Available at: 
https://dataportal2.westernpower.co.uk/Map (Accessed 07/10/2024). 

https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/things-to-do/canal-and-river-wildlife/nine-ways-canals-can-fight-climate-change
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/things-to-do/canal-and-river-wildlife/nine-ways-canals-can-fight-climate-change
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=340&MId=3662&Ver=4
https://dataportal2.westernpower.co.uk/Map
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specific premises as more bespoke site assessment is required but it provides a general 
illustration of availability constraints. National Grid offer free of charge ‘connection surgeries’ 
for both Local Planning Authorities and developers where they can consider potential 
sites/broad locations and offer advice in terms of potential capacity constraints and 
remediation measures.  

Connections to the substations with an overall ‘red’ classification are still possible, however 
there might be a requirement to overcome the impact on the network constraints – this can 
include securing developer funding as part of enabling works. Capacity is allocated on a ‘first 
come first served’ basis so this is a key consideration for larger sites. The area in light blue 
indicates the ‘Feckenham Active Network Management Zone’.  This means there are multiple 
complex constraints and so systems continually monitor limits on the network and the 
maximum amount of capacity is allocated and prioritised based on when applications were 
submitted to ‘plug in’ to the network.  
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Figure 4.6: National Grid Network Capacity Map188 

  

National Grid have also published an electric vehicle charging capacity map which shows 
available charging capacity at street level based on existing local substation capacity (based on 
2019 data). An extract of the EV charging capacity for the South Warwickshire area is provided in 
Figure 4.7. The green dots show extensive capacity available, yellow dots indicate that there is 
capacity available, blue dots show some capacity available and grey dots indicate that capacity 
information is unavailable.  

  

 
188 National Grid (2024) Network Capacity Map. Available at https://www.nationalgrid.co.uk/our-
network/network-capacity-map-application (Accessed 17/09/2024). 

https://www.nationalgrid.co.uk/our-network/network-capacity-map-application
https://www.nationalgrid.co.uk/our-network/network-capacity-map-application
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Figure 4.7: EV Charging Capacity Availability for Substations in South Warwickshire (based 
on 2019 data)189 

  

4.7.1.2 Gas 
National Gas Transmission is the gas transmission operator for South Warwickshire. National 
Gas Transmission owns and operates the high-pressure gas transmission system. Figure 4.8 
shows the transmission pipelines within the South Warwickshire area, and it is National Gas 
Transmission’s approach to leave their existing pipelines in situ. National Gas have published 
guidelines190 for the planning of any work within the vicinity of any National Gas pipelines or 
assets.   

 
189 National Grid (2024) EV Capacity Map. Available at: https://www.nationalgrid.co.uk/ev-capacity-map-
application (Accessed 07/10/2024). 
190 National Gas (2024) Working Near Our Assets. Available at: https://www.nationalgas.com/our-
businesses/working-near-our-assets (Accessed 07/10/2024). 

https://www.nationalgrid.co.uk/ev-capacity-map-application
https://www.nationalgrid.co.uk/ev-capacity-map-application
https://www.nationalgas.com/our-businesses/working-near-our-assets
https://www.nationalgas.com/our-businesses/working-near-our-assets
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Figure 4.8: National Gas Transmission Pipelines within South Warwickshire Area 

 
Cadent is the gas distributor for the South Warwickshire area. They operate the pipelines that 
link the National Gas pipeline infrastructure above to all other areas. Cadent therefore operates 
the medium pressure, intermediate pressure and local high pressure distribution network and 
facilitates connections for new properties. Existing Cadent infrastructure can be identified 
through the LinesearchbeforeUdig (LSBUD) service.191   

Cadent’s Long Term Development Plan 2023 report recognises that there are many properties 
that still use oil or coal. Cadent consider that there are wider socio-economic benefits 
(including the reduction of carbon emissions) from switching to gas from these alternative heat 

 
191 LBSUD (2024) Safe Digging for All. Available at: https://lsbud.co.uk/. (Accessed 09/10/2024) 
  

https://lsbud.co.uk/
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sources. Cadent have therefore committed to support ‘off gas grid’ communities seeking to 
connect to the gas network. 

4.7.1.3 District heat network 
District heating and cooling networks supply thermal energy (heating and/or cooling) to multiple 
buildings, usually from a centralised heat source energy centre), through a network of insulated 
pipes and heat exchangers.  There are currently over 17,000 district heating networks in the UK 
and nearly half a million connections to them, generating 2% of the UK’s heat.192   

Heat Networks will play a key role in achieving net zero nationally. The Climate Change 
Committee estimated that around 18% of UK heat could come from heat networks by 2050 to 
support cost-effective delivery of the UK’s carbon targets.  The Government is proposing to 
introduce legislation to regulate heat networks to ensure that they deliver a comparable level of 
service and regulate costs.  Ofgem will also facilitate market growth by ensuring heat network 
developers can access powers equivalent to other utilities such as gas and electricity, including 
powers to excavate roadways. This will enable heat networks to be built out more quickly and 
cost effectively.193 

At present there are no district heat networks within the SWLP area.  

4.7.1.4 Water supply and sewerage 
 
Water supply 

Seven Trent is the water supplier for the South Warwickshire area. Water suppliers have a 
statutory duty to maintain an efficient, economical and reliable system of water supply.  In 
2024, Severn Trent published their Water Resource Management Plan which covers a 25 year 
period and addresses issues associated with water supply and water demand. This includes the 
issue of climate change in the context of hotter, drier summers and wetter winters with more 
extreme rainfall events. The Environment Agency has designated the area as ‘water stressed’. 
These issues are addressed in further detail within the Coventry and Warwickshire Sub-regional 
Water Cycle Study – Stage 1 report (JBA, June 2024).  

With capping on extraction licences proposed by the 2030s to prevent damage to the 
environment, Severn Trent are focusing on leakage reduction (with a 50% reduction by 2045), 
demand management, investment in supply and compulsory metering.  

All new homes must meet the mandatory national Building Regulations standard of 125 litres 
per person per day. However, authorities can set out Local Plan policies requiring new dwellings 
to meet the tighter optional requirement of 110 litres per person per day where authorities are 
experiencing water stress. They are also incentivising housebuilders to build new properties to 
higher water efficiency standards through their Environmental Discount Scheme. The Water 

 
192 Energy Saving Trust (2024) Renewable Energy - District Heating.  Available at: 
https://energysavingtrust.org.uk/service/district-heating/ (Accessed 30/09/2024) 
193 Dept. for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy (2023) Energy Security Bill factsheet: Heat Networks 
Regulation and Zoning. Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/energy-security-bill-
factsheets/energy-security-bill-factsheet-heat-networks-regulation-and-
zoning#:~:text=Heat%20networks%20are%20a%20crucial%20part%20of%20how%20the%20UK 
(Accessed 30/09/2024) 

https://energysavingtrust.org.uk/service/district-heating/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/energy-security-bill-factsheets/energy-security-bill-factsheet-heat-networks-regulation-and-zoning#:~:text=Heat%20networks%20are%20a%20crucial%20part%20of%20how%20the%20UK
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/energy-security-bill-factsheets/energy-security-bill-factsheet-heat-networks-regulation-and-zoning#:~:text=Heat%20networks%20are%20a%20crucial%20part%20of%20how%20the%20UK
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/energy-security-bill-factsheets/energy-security-bill-factsheet-heat-networks-regulation-and-zoning#:~:text=Heat%20networks%20are%20a%20crucial%20part%20of%20how%20the%20UK
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Cycle Study recommends that given the water availability issues nationally, Councils should 
consider a domestic water efficiency target of 100 litres per person per day for all new homes in 
line with the Defra Plan for Water and to work with suppliers to incentivise even lower 
consumption.  

Sewerage 

Severn Trent Water is the sewerage undertaker for almost all of the South Warwickshire area, 
with a small proportion served by Thames Water. As the sewerage undertakers, they have a duty 
under the Water Industry Act to provide, improve, extend and maintain a system of public 
sewers (for both domestic and trade flows) to ensure that the area is effectively drained. The 
sewers comprise foul sewers and rainwater/ storm sewers and they are managed via pumping 
stations and treatment works, although discharges to water courses are allowed under certain 
circumstances. Severn Trent discharges into watercourses are regulated by the Environment 
Agency and investment plans are therefore predicated on ensuring full compliance with 
permitting regimes.  

In terms of rainwater/storm sewers, Schedule 3 of the Flood & Water Management Act 2010 
came into effect in England in 2024. It introduces standards for the design, construction, 
maintenance, and operation of new rainwater drainage systems. It establishes Sustainable 
Drainage Systems (SuDS) Approving Bodies (SABs) within local authorities, which are 
responsible for approving and adopting these drainage systems. The schedule aims to manage 
rainwater effectively to reduce flood risk, improve water quality, and protect the environment. It 
sets mandatory standards for the delivery and adoption of SuDS in new developments, ending 
the automatic right for developers to connect to existing sewers. 

In 2023, Severn Trent published a Drainage and Wastewater Management Plan (DWMP)194 for 
the Avon catchment which covers most of the SWLP area. The DWMP is a 25 year long term plan 
(2025-2050) which sets out how they intend to manage drainage and wastewater systems 
against future pressures such as climate change, population growth and urbanisation. The 
DWMP assesses how catchments are functioning now and what investments need to be made 
to meet the challenges over the coming decades.  The key objectives are to protect river water 
quality, make areas more flood resilient and improve wastewater treatment capacity.  

There is a Level 3 DWMP document for the Avon area which examines all of the specific 
wastewater catchments within that area. The specific catchments are indicated on the plan 
below, with the largest catchment being the Warwick (Longbridge) catchment within the SWLP 
area.195 The findings for the catchments within the Avon area will inform decision making for 
subsequent investment periods. The Water Cycle Study (JBA, June 2024) provides RAG ratings 
for ’headroom’ capacity for each catchment (based on existing Local Plan allocations) with the 
following ratings: Red = issues identified – wastewater treatment works capacity could be a 

 
194 Severn Trent (2023) Drainage and Wastewater Management Plan. Available at: 
https://www.severntrent.com/about-us/our-plans/drainage-wastewater-management-plan/ (Accessed 
07/10/2024). 
195 Severn Trent (2023) Drainage and Wastewater Management Plan: Level 3 Tactical Planning Unit 
Summary – Avon. Available at https://www.severntrent.com/content/dam/stw-plc/about-us/drainage-
and-wastewater-management-plan/2023/SVE-fDWMP23-L3-TPU-Summary-Avon.pdf#page=820 
(Accessed 07/10/2024). 

https://www.severntrent.com/about-us/our-plans/drainage-wastewater-management-plan/
https://www.severntrent.com/content/dam/stw-plc/about-us/drainage-and-wastewater-management-plan/2023/SVE-fDWMP23-L3-TPU-Summary-Avon.pdf#page=820
https://www.severntrent.com/content/dam/stw-plc/about-us/drainage-and-wastewater-management-plan/2023/SVE-fDWMP23-L3-TPU-Summary-Avon.pdf#page=820
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constraint to growth; Amber = limited capacity during Local Plan period; and Green = capacity 
for growth during Local Plan period (see Figure 4.9). 

Figure 4.9: Water Cycle Study RAG ratings for ‘headroom’ capacity196 

 

4.7.1.5 Waste management 
Warwick District Council and Stratford-on-Avon District Council are waste collection authorities 
responsible for collecting municipal waste (e.g. household waste and bins for public use on 
street or in parks etc). Warwickshire County Council is the waste disposal authority for the 
South Warwickshire area.  

Warwick District Council and Stratford-on-Avon District Council are two of the eight local 
authorities that established and own Sherbourne Recycling Ltd, which runs a new Material 
Recycling Facility in Coventry. The facility has the capacity to process 150,000 tonnes per 
annum of recyclate from both domestic and commercial sources and uses advanced 
technologies to process a wide range of materials including single use plastics. The facility 
became fully operational in 2023.  

 
196 JBA Consulting on behalf of Coventry City Council, North Warwickshire Borough Council, Nuneaton 
and Bedworth Borough Council, Rugby Borough Council, Stratford-on-Avon District Council, and 
Warwick District Council (2024) Coventry and Warwickshire Sub-regional Water Cycle Study – Stage 1. 
Available at: 
https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/doc/213040/name/Water%20Cycle%20Study%20Final%20Draft
.pdf (Accessed 07/10/2024). 

https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/doc/213040/name/Water%20Cycle%20Study%20Final%20Draft.pdf
https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/doc/213040/name/Water%20Cycle%20Study%20Final%20Draft.pdf
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Based on available 2022/23 data197, Stratford-on-Avon District achieved a household recycling 
rate (i.e. % of household waste sent for reuse, recycling or composting) of 60.0% - 5th out of 343 
local authorities. Warwick District achieved a recycling rate of 53.4% - 40th out of 343 local 
authorities.  

There are 6 household waste recycling centres in the South Warwickshire area: 

• Burton Farm recycling centre, Stratford-upon-Avon 
• Cherry Orchard recycling centre, Kenilworth 
• Princes Drive recycling centre, Leamington Spa 
• Shipston recycling centre 
• Stockton recycling centre 
• Wellesbourne recycling centre 

Municipal waste (i.e. household waste and other local authority collected waste) only accounts 
for a small proportion of total waste. The other components are commercial and industrial (C&I) 
waste, and construction and demolition (C&D) waste. This context is addressed in the 
Warwickshire Waste Core Strategy198 (2013) and supporting Waste Background Technical 
Document (2013)199 covering the predicted waste arisings up to 2027/28, targets for landfill 
diversion and existing facilities available for handling or processing waste. A map showing waste 
management facilities in the South Warwickshire area (as of 2013) is provided in Figure 4.10. 

  

 
197 Letsrecycle.com (2023) Annual Recycling League Table for England. Available at: 
https://www.letsrecycle.com/councils/league-tables/2022-23-overall-performance/ (Accessed 
07/10/2024). 
198 WCC (2013) Warwickshire Waste Core Strategy. Available at: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/wdf 
(Accessed 07/10/2024).  
199 WCC (2013) Waste Development Framework – Core Strategy – Background Technical Document. 
Available at: http://apps.warwickshire.gov.uk/api/documents/WCCC-680-144 (Accessed 07/10/2024).  

https://www.letsrecycle.com/councils/league-tables/2022-23-overall-performance/
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/wdf
http://apps.warwickshire.gov.uk/api/documents/WCCC-680-144
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Figure 4.10: Existing waste management facilities in the South Warwickshire area200 

 

 

 

 

 

 
200 WCC (2013) Waste Development Framework – Core Strategy – Background Technical Document. 
Available at: http://apps.warwickshire.gov.uk/api/documents/WCCC-680-144 (Accessed 07/10/2024). 

http://apps.warwickshire.gov.uk/api/documents/WCCC-680-144
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4.7.1.6  Digital infrastructure 
The UK Government has primary responsibility for broadband policy and coverage targets 
because telecommunications is a reserved power. The Government has set a target for 85% of 
the UK population to be served by ‘gigabit’ internet connectivity by 2025 – a connection of 1,000 
megabits per second (Mbps). 

The Government’s policy is that gigabit-broadband infrastructure will be mostly built using 
private investment. Private companies decide when and where to build infrastructure based on 
commercial factors. There are many companies are building new networks including small 
operators focusing on specific areas. 

The Government expects that with the support of targeted policy reforms 80% of UK premises 
can be reached through commercial investment alone. The remaining 20% will require public 
subsidies. 

The Government has promised £5 billion to subsidise the roll-out of gigabit-broadband to the 
‘hardest to reach’ premises in the country that will not be reached by private investment (20% of 
the UK). This is around 5 million premises, mostly in rural areas. 

The funding programme is called ‘Project Gigabit’. It is delivered by Building Digital UK (BDUK), 
an executive agency within the Department for Science, Innovation and Technology (DSIT).201 

WCC’s Digital Infrastructure Team works with providers to improve the availability of fibre 
broadband and is involved in the roll out of Project Gigabit. 

Stratford-on-Avon District Council has a Digital Strategy which includes a commitment to 
collaboration with stakeholders to improve digital equity across the district.202  

The Building etc. (Amendment) (England) (No. 2) Regulations 2022 came into force on 26 
December 2022. These regulations introduce gigabit broadband infrastructure and connectivity 
requirements for the construction of new homes in England. They amended The Building 
Regulations 2010 and The Building (Approved Inspectors etc.) Regulations 2010.  The 
regulations set out the following requirements for developers when building new homes:203 

• Requirement RA1: install gigabit-ready physical infrastructure necessary for gigabit-
capable connections up to a network distribution point, or as close as is reasonably 

 
201 House of Commons Library (2023) Research Briefing Gigabit broadband in the UK: Government 
targets, policy, and funding.  Available at: https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-
8392/ (Accessed 30/09/2024). 
202 Stratford-on-Avon District Council (2024) Digital Strategy. Available at: 
https://democracy.stratford.gov.uk/documents/s71176/1895%20Digital%20Strategy%202024%20AUG2
4.pdf#:~:text=Stratford-on-
Avon%20District%20will%20be%20a%20thriving,%20digitally%20connected%20community (Accessed 
30/09/2024) 
203 HM Government (2022) The Building etc. (Amendment) (England) (No. 2) Regulations 2022 UK 
Statutory Instrument No. 984. Available at: 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2022/984/made#:~:text=Part%201%20of%20the%20Schedule%20a
mends%20the%20Building%20Regulations%202010 (Accessed 30/09/2024). 
 

https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-8392/
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-8392/
https://democracy.stratford.gov.uk/documents/s71176/1895%20Digital%20Strategy%202024%20AUG24.pdf#:~:text=Stratford-on-Avon%20District%20will%20be%20a%20thriving,%20digitally%20connected%20community
https://democracy.stratford.gov.uk/documents/s71176/1895%20Digital%20Strategy%202024%20AUG24.pdf#:~:text=Stratford-on-Avon%20District%20will%20be%20a%20thriving,%20digitally%20connected%20community
https://democracy.stratford.gov.uk/documents/s71176/1895%20Digital%20Strategy%202024%20AUG24.pdf#:~:text=Stratford-on-Avon%20District%20will%20be%20a%20thriving,%20digitally%20connected%20community
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2022/984/made#:~:text=Part%201%20of%20the%20Schedule%20amends%20the%20Building%20Regulations%202010
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2022/984/made#:~:text=Part%201%20of%20the%20Schedule%20amends%20the%20Building%20Regulations%202010
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practicable where the developer does not have the right to access land up to that 
distribution point; and 

• Requirement RA2: Subject to a £2,000 cost cap per dwelling, install a functional gigabit-
capable connection. Where a developer is unable to secure a gigabit-capable 
connection within the cost cap, developers must install the next fastest connection 
available, provided this can be done without that connection also exceeding the cost 
cap. 

The requirements are designed to ensure that during construction, new homes are installed 
with the fastest broadband connections available within a cost cap (i.e. up to £2,000 per 
dwelling). Even where a gigabit-capable connection is not possible within this cost cap, the new 
homes will be future-proofed with physical infrastructure to support gigabit-capable 
connections when they become available. 

The cost cap of £2,000 per dwelling applies to the installation of a functional connection such 
as optical fibre to the home (i.e. Requirement RA2), but not to the installation of gigabit-ready 
physical infrastructure (i.e. Requirement RA1). 

Currently, 80.83% of premises in Stratford on Avon District have access to ultrafast broadband 
(>100 Mbps), the figure for Warwick District is higher at 88.32%.  In Stratford-on-Avon District, 
79.41% of premises have access to gigabit capable connections, compared to 85.56% of 
premises in Warwick District.204 

The UK’s Wireless Infrastructure Strategy produced by the previous Conservative Government 
(Department for Science, Innovation and Technology) seeks to support rural communities by 
ensuring that 95% of the UK landmass has 4G coverage by 2025 and to deliver nationwide 
coverage of standalone 5G to all populated areas by 2030.205  

4.7.2 Baseline Proposed Investment Schemes 
4.7.2.1 Electricity 
National Grid have published a ‘Distribution Future Energy Scenarios’ mapping tool that helps 
show potential scenarios for the growth of demand, storage and distributed generation, 
including accounting for low carbon technologies such as electric vehicles, heat pumps and 
solar generation. DFES reports are available for each Local Authority area. 206   

The tool is the first stage of the NGED investment planning process. The forecasting assesses 
how customers could use the network by looking at varying uptake of different technologies. 
This informs their network impact assessment to understand potential constraints. The impact 
assessment will then inform optioneering to decide what interventions can be made to solve 

 
204 Thinkbroadband (2024) Local Broadband Information. Available at: 
https://labs.thinkbroadband.com/local/ (Accessed 02/10/2024) 
205 Department for Science, Innovation & Technology (2023) UK Wireless Infrastructure Strategy.  
Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-wireless-infrastructure-strategy/uk-
wireless-infrastructure-
strategy#:~:text=In%20the%20UK,%20as%20in%20other%20countries,%20operators%20have%20begu
n (Accessed 02/10/2024) 
206 National Grid (2024) Distribution of Future Energy Scenarios 
https://www.nationalgrid.co.uk/distribution-future-energy-scenarios-map (Accessed 02/10/2024) 

https://labs.thinkbroadband.com/local/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-wireless-infrastructure-strategy/uk-wireless-infrastructure-strategy#:~:text=In%20the%20UK,%20as%20in%20other%20countries,%20operators%20have%20begun
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-wireless-infrastructure-strategy/uk-wireless-infrastructure-strategy#:~:text=In%20the%20UK,%20as%20in%20other%20countries,%20operators%20have%20begun
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-wireless-infrastructure-strategy/uk-wireless-infrastructure-strategy#:~:text=In%20the%20UK,%20as%20in%20other%20countries,%20operators%20have%20begun
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-wireless-infrastructure-strategy/uk-wireless-infrastructure-strategy#:~:text=In%20the%20UK,%20as%20in%20other%20countries,%20operators%20have%20begun
https://www.nationalgrid.co.uk/distribution-future-energy-scenarios-map
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capacity constraints.  This work will be particularly important in the context of changes to 
Building Regulations and requirements for the provision of Electric Vehicle Charging points to 
help reduce transport related emissions.207    

4.7.2.2 Gas 
In their 2023 Long Term Development Plan, Cadent identify that during 2022-23 there was a 35% 
reduction in new connections from the previous year. 208  This was attributed to the increase in 
energy costs and the national cost of living crisis but there is an expectation that consumers 
have begun to explore alternative energy options whilst the uncertainty around the use of gas 
boilers in new homes and net zero ambitions remains.  

Natural gas could be replaced with low carbon gases such as biomethane and hydrogen, but 
any rollout would be subject to further investigation and technical work. In any event, over the 
next 30 years, Cadent are looking to replace all ’tier 1’ iron pipes with plastic pipework where 
they fall within 30m of properties. They are also prioritising pipeline renewal and replacement of 
mains to reduce leakage and improve safety, enabling further connections to gas-fuelled power 
generation sites and focusing on hydrogen readiness.  

4.7.2.3 District heat network 
The Stratford-on-Avon District Heat Mapping and Energy Masterplanning Study explored the 
opportunities for district heating/heat networks in the district and identified district heating 
priority areas at:209 

• The Canal Quarter - Stratford-upon-Avon. 
• Bridgeway - Stratford-upon-Avon. 
• Alcester Road/Hospital - Stratford-upon-Avon. 
• Gaydon/Lighthorne Heath. 

A feasibility study on the Canal Quarter carried out in December 2018 concluded that a heat 
network was viable and feasible at the Canal Quarter.210  Feasibility work is on-going. 

WDC carried out a heat mapping and energy masterplanning study in 2015, which examined the 
following areas:211 

 
207 HM Government (2021) Infrastructure for the Charging of Electric Vehicles. Available at: 
https://assets.publishinareag.service.gov.uk/media/6218c5d38fa8f54911e22263/AD_S.pdf (Accessed 
12/09/24) 
208 https://cadentgas.com/getmedia/3f7aeeaf-e901-469b-85ba-8781af2e7f41/Long-term-development-
plan-2023-Final.pdf  
209 Sustainable Energy & Carbon Trust (2016) Stratford-on-Avon District Council Heat Mapping and 
Masterplanning Study. Available at: https://www.stratford.gov.uk/templates/server/document-
relay.cfm?doc=173659&name=Stratford%2Don%2DAvon%20District%20Heat%20Mapping%20and%20
Masterplanning%20Study%20%2D%20Nov%202016.pdf (Accessed 19/09/2024) 
210 Sustainable Energy (2018) Canal Quarter Regeneration Zone District Energy Feasibility Study. Available 
at: 
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/doc/209179/name/Canal%20Quarter%20Regeneration%20Zone%20Distri
ct%20Energy%20Feasibility%20Study%202018.pdf (Accessed 19/09/2024) 
211 Aecom (2015) Warwick District Heat Mapping and Energy Masterplanning. Available at: 
https://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/downloads/file/6971/warwick_district_heat_mapping_and_energy_mast
 

https://assets.publishinareag.service.gov.uk/media/6218c5d38fa8f54911e22263/AD_S.pdf
https://cadentgas.com/getmedia/3f7aeeaf-e901-469b-85ba-8781af2e7f41/Long-term-development-plan-2023-Final.pdf
https://cadentgas.com/getmedia/3f7aeeaf-e901-469b-85ba-8781af2e7f41/Long-term-development-plan-2023-Final.pdf
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/templates/server/document-relay.cfm?doc=173659&name=Stratford%2Don%2DAvon%20District%20Heat%20Mapping%20and%20Masterplanning%20Study%20%2D%20Nov%202016.pdf
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/templates/server/document-relay.cfm?doc=173659&name=Stratford%2Don%2DAvon%20District%20Heat%20Mapping%20and%20Masterplanning%20Study%20%2D%20Nov%202016.pdf
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/templates/server/document-relay.cfm?doc=173659&name=Stratford%2Don%2DAvon%20District%20Heat%20Mapping%20and%20Masterplanning%20Study%20%2D%20Nov%202016.pdf
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/doc/209179/name/Canal%20Quarter%20Regeneration%20Zone%20District%20Energy%20Feasibility%20Study%202018.pdf
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/doc/209179/name/Canal%20Quarter%20Regeneration%20Zone%20District%20Energy%20Feasibility%20Study%202018.pdf
https://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/downloads/file/6971/warwick_district_heat_mapping_and_energy_masterplanning_aecom_august_2015#:~:text=Warwick%20District%20Heat%20Mapping%20and%20Energy%20Masterplanning,%20AECOM,%20August%202015
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• Warwick Town Centre.  
• Myton. 
• Whitnash. 
• Lillington  
• Leamington Spa Riverside. 

4.7.2.4 Water supply and sewerage 
Developments with planning permission have a right to connect to the public water and foul 
sewerage systems however there is no guarantee that the capacity exists to serve a 
development. Severn Trent will consider specific sites or allocations on a case by case basis 
and comment on constraints or upgrades that are required to support the level of growth 
proposed. In broad terms, the developer is required to provide all of the pipework within the 
development boundary and the connection to the nearest sewer and it is the responsibility of 
Severn Trent to fund any necessary upgrades. Developers may requisition a water supply 
connection or sewerage system and offer these for adoption. S106 agreements and Community 
Infrastructure Levy cannot be used to obtain funding for water supply connections or 
wastewater infrastructure so costs associated with necessary adoption and requisitions are 
shared between the water company and developer as defined in the Water Industry Act.  

It is worth noting that under Schedule 3 of the Flood and Water Management Act 2010 which 
came into effect in 2024, there are more stringent requirements in relation to rainwater drainage 
systems, with new mandatory standards for the delivery and adoption of SuDS in new 
developments, ending the automatic right for developers to connect to existing rainwater 
sewers.  

The nearest connection to water supply for foul sewerage systems may not always be the most 
appropriate and so Severn Trent may advise that an alternative connection is delivered. In such 
circumstances, Severn Trent would fund the additional cost for that connection. Where there 
are specific constraints that may impact connections, such as third party land or railways, 
Severn Trent may use legal powers to facilitate the connection. 

4.7.2.5 Waste management 
The DEFRA report ‘Our Waste, Our Resources: A Strategy for England’ (2018) sets out the latest 
targets including a 75% recycling rate for packaging by 2030, a maximum of 10% of municipal 
waste to landfill by 2035 and a 65% recycling rate for municipal solid waste by 2035. A key 
foundation for the Strategy is that waste is managed in accordance with the requirements of the 
‘waste hierarchy’ (i.e. reducing waste where possible, then reusing, then recycling, then 
recovering value from the material and with disposal as a last resort). There are also targets for 
waste reduction, recycling and landfill diversion.  

If any additional waste management facilities are required to help meet the targets, the policies 
of the Waste Core Strategy, or any review of that plan, will be applied to ensure that the facilities 
are in the most sustainable and appropriate locations.  

 
erplanning_aecom_august_2015#:~:text=Warwick%20District%20Heat%20Mapping%20and%20Energy
%20Masterplanning,%20AECOM,%20August%202015. (Accessed 30/09/2024). 

https://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/downloads/file/6971/warwick_district_heat_mapping_and_energy_masterplanning_aecom_august_2015#:~:text=Warwick%20District%20Heat%20Mapping%20and%20Energy%20Masterplanning,%20AECOM,%20August%202015
https://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/downloads/file/6971/warwick_district_heat_mapping_and_energy_masterplanning_aecom_august_2015#:~:text=Warwick%20District%20Heat%20Mapping%20and%20Energy%20Masterplanning,%20AECOM,%20August%202015
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4.7.2.6 Digital infrastructure 
Project Gigabit is the government’s £5 billion programme to targets homes and businesses that 
are not included in broadband suppliers’ plans, reaching parts of the UK that might otherwise 
miss out on getting the digital connectivity they need. 

In February 2024, City Fibre was awarded a £71m contract covering Leicestershire and 
Warwickshire.  The contract will provide around 38,000 hard-to-reach premises in 
Leicestershire and Warwickshire with access to gigabit-capable broadband.  The premises to be 
reached by the contract is subject to change following detailed planning by the supplier or due 
to technical reasons during the lifetime of the contract.  Figure 4.11 shows the location of 
premises covered in South Warwickshire.  Areas shown in green indicate contracted premises 
and yellow are deferred contracted premises (where there is a reasonable likelihood of 
commercial coverage).   
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Figure 4.11 Project Gigabit in South Warwickshire 

 

Source: Warwickshire County Council  

Under Project Gigabit the government is also providing up to £210 million worth of voucher 
funding as immediate help for people experiencing slow broadband speeds in rural areas.212 

The previous Government committed investment of £40 million to create 5G Innovation Regions 
across the UK. 

 
212 Building Digital UK (2024) Project Gigabit Network Build Contract – Leicestershire and Warwickshire. 
Available at: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/project-gigabit-network-build-contract-leicestershire-and-
warwickshire (Accessed 07/10/2024). 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/project-gigabit-network-build-contract-leicestershire-and-warwickshire
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/project-gigabit-network-build-contract-leicestershire-and-warwickshire
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4.7.3 Infrastructure Implications of Future Growth 
4.7.3.1 Electricity 
As above, National Grid will be using the available mapping outputs (including the Distribution 
Future Energy Scenarios) to produce the network impacts assessments. The impact 
assessments will then help inform investment decisions on how the network should be 
managed and improved. 

National Grid offer free of charge ‘connection surgeries’ for both Local Planning Authorities and 
developers where they can consider potential sites/broad locations and offer advice in terms of 
potential capacity constraints and remediation measures. Further engagement will be 
undertaken with National Grid to seek views on potential allocations to ensure that any 
potential capacity constraints, and subsequent mitigation requirements, are understood and 
addressed in the final IDP. The consultancy ‘Regen’ monitors Local Authority allocations and 
permitted sites to ensure that they are factored into the network capacity analysis. 

Where proposed development may affect land covered by high voltage overhead lines and 
pylons, the principles set out in National Grid’s ’Design Guidelines’213 will need to be followed. 

4.7.3.2 Gas 
As referenced previously, Cadent are looking to replace all ’tier 1’ iron pipes with plastic 
pipework where they fall within 30m of properties. They are also prioritising pipeline renewal 
and replacement of mains to reduce leakage, enabling further connections to gas-fuelled power 
generation sites and focusing on hydrogen readiness.  

The local authorities will be engaging with National Gas and Cadent to seek views on potential 
allocations to ensure that capacity constraints, and any necessary mitigation requirements, are 
understood and addressed in the final IDP. 

4.7.3.3 District heat network 
New development associated with the SWLP could help support the establishment of district 
heating networks, including in those areas where potential has already been identified.  The IDP 
will be updated with additional information in relation to specific sites and locations.  

4.7.3.4 Water supply and sewerage 
The local authorities will be engaging with Severn Trent to seek views on potential allocations to 
ensure that capacity constraints, and any necessary mitigation requirements, are understood 
and addressed in the final IDP. Detailed modelling of water supply infrastructure will allow any 
necessary upgrades to be completed without restricting the location, scale or timing of the 
planned development. 

 
213 National Grid Electricity Transmission (date of publication unknown) Design Guidelines for 
Development near Pylons and High Voltage Overhead Power Lines. Available at: 
https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/document/130626/download (Accessed 
07/10/2024). 

https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/document/130626/download
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4.7.3.5 Waste management 
As above, if any additional waste management facilities are required to help meet the targets, 
the policies of the Waste Core Strategy, or any review of that plan, will be applied to ensure that 
the facilities are in the most sustainable and appropriate locations. 

4.7.3.6 Digital infrastructure 
Engagement with WCC’s digital team and network providers will continue as the Local Plan 
develops, this will include consultation on the quality and capacity of the network at those 
locations where strategic growth is being planned for. 

4.8 Flood risk management 

4.8.1 Performance of Existing Infrastructure 
The Level 1 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA) for Stratford-on-Avon district found that the 
primary sources of flood risk are fluvial and surface water. The main risk of fluvial flooding in the 
district is associated with the River Avon and its tributaries. This risk covers the urban areas of 
Stratford-on-Avon and Bidford-on-Avon, and smaller rural communities. Much of the land along 
the River Avon is relatively flat and lower-lying, which widens the extent of the floodplain. 
Alcester is an area of fluvial flood risk due to the River Arrow, with the area at risk including parts 
of the town centre. Southam is also subject to flood risks presented by the River Stowe. Surface 
water primarily follows the flow paths of existing watercourses and dry valleys. There is a 
tendency for water ponding in low-lying areas. In addition, notable flow routes follow roads 
through urban areas such as Stratford-on-Avon, Bidford-on-Avon and Alcester. The SFRA notes 
that climate change is likely to increase the extent and frequency of flooding in areas which are 
already at risk. 

For most of the district, groundwater flooding risk is negligible. However, there are some areas 
along the main rivers in the district, particularly the Avon, Dene, and Arrow, where flooding from 
groundwater is more likely. There have been no flooding incidents recorded associated with 
canals. There is a residual risk from reservoirs despite the high standards of inspection and 
maintenance required by law. The primary flood defences are in Alcester, Broom, Long 
Itchington, Wellesbourne, Wootton Wawen, Henley-in-Arden, Barton, and Marcliff. The 
Standard of Protection for these defences is 1 in 100, except for Wootton Wawen which is 1 in 
50.214 

The Level 1 SFRA for Warwick District found that the primary sources of flood risk in the district 
are fluvial and surface water. As with Stratford-on-Avon District, the main risk is associated with 
the River Avon and its tributaries. This risk covers the urban centre of Warwick as well as rural 
communities. The extent of the floodplain is again widened by relatively flat and lower-lying 
topography. This is particularly notable through Warwick and downstream at Longbridge. 
Leamington is an area of fluvial flood risk due to the River Leam, with the area at risk covering 
parts of the town centre. Kenilworth is also subject to flood risks presented by Finham Brook. 
Similarly to Stratford-on-Avon District, surface water primarily follows the flow paths of existing 

 
214 JBA Consulting on behalf of Stratford-on-Avon District Council (2022) Stratford-on-Avon District Level 
1 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment. Available at: https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/swlp/technical-
evidence.cfm (Accessed 03/10/2024). 

https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/swlp/technical-evidence.cfm
https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/swlp/technical-evidence.cfm
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watercourses and dry valleys, with a tendency for water ponding in low-lying areas. Notable flow 
routes follow roads through urban areas such as Warwick, Leamington Spa and Kenilworth.  

The majority of Warwick District has lower susceptibility to groundwater flooding. However, 
there are areas of higher susceptibility along the River Avon and River Leam in the centre and 
northeast of the district and in higher-elevation areas in the west. The Grand Union Canal and 
the Stratford-upon-Avon Canal have potential to become flow paths and interact with other 
watercourses in the event of a breach or flood event. There is a residual risk from reservoirs 
despite the high standards of inspection and maintenance required by law. The primary flood 
defences are in Midland Oak Park, Leamington and Saltisford Common, Warwick. The Standard 
of Protection for these defences is 1 in 100.215 

There are several organisations who have responsibilities relating to flood risk management in 
South Warwickshire. These are known as Risk Management Authorities (RMAs). The strategic, 
operational, and planning responsibilities of these authorities in South Warwickshire are 
outlined in Table 4.24 compiled from the Level 1 SFRAs prepared for the districts in 2022. 

Table 4.24: Responsibilities of Risk Management Authorities in South Warwickshire 

Risk Management 
Authority 

Strategic Level Operational Level Planning Role 

Environment Agency • Strategic overview 
for all sources of 
flooding 
• National Strategy 
• Reporting and 
general supervision 

• Main rivers (e.g. 
River Avon) 
• Reservoirs 

• Statutory 
consultee for 
development in 
Flood Zones 2 and 3 

Warwickshire 
County Council as 
Lead Local Flood 
Authority (LLFA) 

• Preliminary Flood 
Risk Assessment 
• Local Flood Risk 
Management 
Strategy 
• Surface Water 
Management Plan 

• Surface Water 
• Groundwater 
• Ordinary 
Watercourses 
(consenting and 
enforcement) 
• Ordinary 
watercourses 

• Statutory 
consultee for major 
developments 

Stratford-on-Avon 
District Council and 
Warwick District 
Council and Local 
Planning Authorities 

• Local Plans as 
Local Planning 
Authorities 

• Determination of 
Planning 
Applications as 
Local Planning 
Authorities 
• Managing open 
spaces in Warwick 
District 

• As left 

 
215 JBA Consulting on behalf of Warwick District Council (2002) Warwick District Level 1 Strategic Flood 
Risk Assessment. Available at: https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/swlp/technical-evidence.cfm 
(Accessed 03/10/2024). 

https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/swlp/technical-evidence.cfm
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Risk Management 
Authority 

Strategic Level Operational Level Planning Role 

• Ordinary 
watercourses 
(works) 

Severn Trent Water  
 
(as well as Thames 
Water and Anglian 
Water in Stratford 
District only) 

• Asset Management 
Plans, supported by 
Periodic Reviews 
(business cases) 
• Develop Drainage 
and Wastewater 
management plans 

• Public sewers • Non-statutory 
consultee 

Highways Authorities  
 
Highways England 
(motorways and 
trunk roads) 
 
Warwickshire 
County Council (for 
non-trunk roads) 

• Highway drainage 
policy and planning 

• Highway drainage • Statutory 
consultee regarding 
highways design 
standards and 
adoptions 

 

4.8.2 Baseline Proposed Investment Schemes 
The Level 1 SFRAs for Stratford-on-Avon District and Warwick District list existing and potential 
future schemes coordinated by the Environment Agency, Warwickshire County Council and 
Severn Trent Water. 

In Stratford-on-Avon District these schemes include: 

• An upstream storage scheme at Fenny Compton (a property level protection scheme is 
being implemented) 

• Property Level Resilience (PLR) measures installed in vulnerable properties in Cherington 
• PLR measures installed in vulnerable properties in Ladbroke 
• Scheme at Racecourse Brook in Stratford-on-Avon 
• Scheme to prevent flooding from the Old Town Drain culverted watercourse in Alcester 
• Natural Flood Management (NFM) schemes in the Stour catchment area 
• Property-level protection schemes against surface water flooding in Clifford Chambers, 

Lower Brailes, and Welford-on-Avon 
• Improvement works against river flooding at Lucys Mill, Stratford-upon-Avon216 

 
In Warwick District these schemes include: 

 
216 JBA Consulting on behalf of Stratford-on-Avon District Council (2022) Stratford-on-Avon District Level 
1 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment. Available at: https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/swlp/technical-
evidence.cfm (Accessed 03/10/2024). 

https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/swlp/technical-evidence.cfm
https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/swlp/technical-evidence.cfm
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• Flood alleviation works at Gog/Fisher’s Brook downstream of Hampton Road, Warwick 
• Pingle Brook Alleviation Scheme at Cubbington CE Primary School 
• Renewal of the strategic sewerage system in Leamington Spa 
• Surface water diversion scheme at Mill lane, Cubbington 
• Flood management scheme in Eathorpe217 

Shipston Area Flood Action Group were part of a government pilot scheme which completed in 
2021. This scheme deployed Natural Flood Management methods for flood protection. Over 800 
interventions were made between 2017-2021 to manage flow levels into the River Stour from 
tributaries. These interventions helped to protect 17 villages and towns as well as many smaller 
rural settlements.218 

4.8.3 Infrastructure Implications of Future Growth 
The NPPF states that inappropriate development in areas at risk of flooding should be avoided 
by directing development away from areas at highest risk (whether existing or future). Where 
development is necessary in such areas, the development should be made safe for its lifetime 
without increasing flood risk elsewhere (paragraph 170). This should be done through a 
sequential test where any proposed site is compared with other available sites to ensure that 
there are no reasonable alternatives with lower risk. Where development must take place in 
higher-risk areas, it should be subject to the exception test to ensure that measures are 
undertaken to ensure that the development is safe for its whole lifespan, that it provides wider 
sustainability benefits, and that it does not exacerbate flood risk elsewhere (paragraphs 173 to 
178 in summary). 219 A Level 2 SFRA will need to be published alongside future versions of the 
plan to perform the sequential test on proposed allocations and, where relevant, to apply the 
exception test. 

Schedule 3 of the Flood & Water Management Act 2010 came into effect in England in 2024. It 
introduces standards for the design, construction, maintenance, and operation of new 
rainwater drainage systems. It establishes Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) Approving 
Bodies (SABs) within local authorities, which are responsible for approving and adopting these 
drainage systems. The schedule aims to manage rainwater effectively to reduce flood risk, 
improve water quality, and protect the environment. It sets mandatory standards for the delivery 
and adoption of SuDS in new developments, ending the automatic right for developers to 
connect to existing sewers. The Level 1 SFRAs recommend that SuDS should be provided on all 
allocated sites, as well as required in permissions for windfall sites. 

 

 
217 JBA Consulting on behalf of Warwick District Council (2002) Warwick District Level 1 Strategic Flood 
Risk Assessment. Available at: https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/swlp/technical-evidence.cfm 
(Accessed 03/10/2024). 
218 Environment Agency (2021) Shipston-on-Stour Residents Harness Power of Nature to Increase the 
Town’s Flood Resilience. Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/shipston-on-stour-
residents-harness-power-of-nature-to-increase-the-town-s-flood-resilience (Accessed 04/10/2024) 
219 Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government (2024) National Planning Policy Framework. 
Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2 
(Accessed 16/12/2024) 

https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/swlp/technical-evidence.cfm
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/shipston-on-stour-residents-harness-power-of-nature-to-increase-the-town-s-flood-resilience
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/shipston-on-stour-residents-harness-power-of-nature-to-increase-the-town-s-flood-resilience
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
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4.9 Future Governance of Developer Contributions and Funding of 
Infrastructure Delivery 

4.9.1 Future Governance 
Although the SWLP is a joint plan, it is anticipated that both Councils will continue to operate 
separate regimes in relation to developer contributions.  This will be necessary for governance 
purposes and to maintain transparency in terms of the collection and use of developer 
contributions.  There may be scope for a joint approach to updating the current CIL schedules, 
but this will need to be explored further.  

Stratford-on-Avon District Council is currently reviewing its approach in relation to developer 
contributions to ensure the effective use of financial contributions to improve the area’s 
infrastructure, based on the following principles: 

• Negotiating S106 agreements that meet requirements for infrastructure (S106 only) 
• Ensuring all parties are fully informed and consulted throughout the implementation 

and monitoring process.  
• There are clear procedures for allocating sums and receiving formal approval.  
• There are clear procedures and responsibilities for discharging agreements.  
• There is regular monitoring and reporting on progress.  
• There is clear and publicly accessible information on outcomes.  
• The council’s members are kept updated with progress and developments in their 

wards. Improving governance in respect of developer contributions also provides the 
opportunity to ensure that the use of other potential funding sources is optimised.  

As noted above, Stratford-on-Avon District Council is reviewing how potential projects for CIL 
funding are identified, to ensure that spending reflects the Council’s priorities and local needs.  
Subject to compliance with relevant regulations, Parish and Town Councils will continue to have 
control of how they spend CIL receipts allocated to them.220 

It is likely that future development in the SWLP area will give rise to infrastructure needs that 
require external funding.  This will likely include improvements to the strategic and local 
highway networks.  It will therefore be essential that arrangements are in place to: 

• Identify the infrastructure items that will need external funding as early as possible and 
the funding gap. 

• Identify potential funding sources. 
• Identify relevant partners to support funding requests and assist / lead the bidding 

process. 
• Coordinate delivery of infrastructure – particularly in those instances where delivery 

does not necessarily sit with one organisation. 

 
220 Stratford on Avon District Council (2024) Revising the Approach to Allocating the Council’s Portion of 
CIL. Available at: 
https://democracy.stratford.gov.uk/documents/s69714/Process%20for%20the%20allocation%20of%20
strategic%20CIL%20receipts%20April%202024.pdf (Accessed 07/10/2024) 

https://democracy.stratford.gov.uk/documents/s69714/Process%20for%20the%20allocation%20of%20strategic%20CIL%20receipts%20April%202024.pdf
https://democracy.stratford.gov.uk/documents/s69714/Process%20for%20the%20allocation%20of%20strategic%20CIL%20receipts%20April%202024.pdf
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Delivery of infrastructure is also caught by the Duty to Cooperate.  It will therefore be important 
to resolve any issues prior to submission as these might not be addressable during the 
examination because the Inspector has limited powers in relation to such matters.   

Future work to inform implementation of the Local Plan will seek to identify examples of good 
practice from other local authorities working in the context of a two tier arrangement 
(District/County). For example, the Future Oxfordshire Partnership (formerly the Oxfordshire 
Growth Board) is a joint committee of six councils and its purpose is to: 

• coordinate local efforts to manage economic, housing, and infrastructure development 
in a way that is inclusive and maximises local social and environmental benefits;  

• support the development of local planning policy that meets the UK government’s 
stated aim of net-zero carbon by 2050, and contributes towards biodiversity gain whilst 
embracing the changes needed for a low carbon world; and, 

• seek to secure funding in the pursuit of these aims and oversee the delivery of related 
work programmes delegated to it by the joint committee’s constituent local authority 
members.i221 

Governance is also relevant in the context of new settlements and other strategic locations for 
growth. The issue of long-term stewardship of the environment, including infrastructure will 
need to be considered.222  Stratford-on-Avon District Council is commissioning work on this 
topic, findings will be shared and inform preparation of the SWLP.  

4.9.2 Future Funding 
For context, developer contributions received in the SWLP area are summarised in Table 4.25 
below. 

Table 4.25 Developer Contributions Received* in the SWLP Area 2023/4**223224 

District S.106  CIL  
Stratford-on-Avon  £2,600,825 £1,701,546 
Warwick  £4,775,630 £2,449,291 

*Regardless of S.106 date 

**Figures are rounded to the nearest pound. 

 
221 Future Oxfordshire Partnership (2024) About the Partnership. Available at:  
https://www.futureoxfordshirepartnership.org/about-the-partnership/about (Accessed 07/10/2024) 
222 Town and Country Planning Association (2023) Toolkit: Long-term stewardship in new communities. 
Available at: https://www.tcpa.org.uk/collection/toolkit-long-term-
stewardship/?utm_source=TCPA+monthly+bulletin&utm_campaign=75afc3e227-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_06_26_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_6c43bd91d4-
75afc3e227-642791115 
223 Stratford on Avon District Council (2023) Infrastructure Funding Statement. Available at: 
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/doc/212262/name/Appendix%201%20IFS%20report%20reformatted.pdf 
(Accessed 07/10/2024) 
224 Warwick District Council (2023) Infrastructure Funding Statement. Available at: 
https://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/downloads/file/8282/202223_infrastructure_funding_statement 
Accessed 07/10/2024)  

https://www.futureoxfordshirepartnership.org/about-the-partnership/about
https://www.tcpa.org.uk/collection/toolkit-long-term-stewardship/?utm_source=TCPA+monthly+bulletin&utm_campaign=75afc3e227-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_06_26_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_6c43bd91d4-75afc3e227-642791115
https://www.tcpa.org.uk/collection/toolkit-long-term-stewardship/?utm_source=TCPA+monthly+bulletin&utm_campaign=75afc3e227-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_06_26_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_6c43bd91d4-75afc3e227-642791115
https://www.tcpa.org.uk/collection/toolkit-long-term-stewardship/?utm_source=TCPA+monthly+bulletin&utm_campaign=75afc3e227-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_06_26_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_6c43bd91d4-75afc3e227-642791115
https://www.tcpa.org.uk/collection/toolkit-long-term-stewardship/?utm_source=TCPA+monthly+bulletin&utm_campaign=75afc3e227-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_06_26_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_6c43bd91d4-75afc3e227-642791115
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/doc/212262/name/Appendix%201%20IFS%20report%20reformatted.pdf
https://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/downloads/file/8282/202223_infrastructure_funding_statement
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As noted above, it is likely that funding from developer contributions will be insufficient to 
deliver all the infrastructure needs associated with future development.  If the Inspector for the 
Local Plan is concerned that there is no prospect of an identified funding gap being addressed, 
or a high degree of risk, they could find the Local Plan unsound or identify one or more triggers 
for an immediate review of the Local Plan.  If the Local Plan is found sound but it later transpires 
that critical infrastructure cannot be delivered this could lead to delays in development coming 
forward, with consequent impacts on five year housing land supply but also on residents and 
others who the infrastructure would serve.  It will therefore be important to avoid a policy-
implementation gap associated with funding. 

The need to fund infrastructure needs to be seen in the context of historic cuts to local authority 
spending power, which will limit the ability of local authorities to fund the delivery of 
infrastructure. All local authorities have had to find ways to do more with less in the face of cuts 
to their spending power. But the size of the cuts since 2010 have varied across different types of 
local authorities.  The deepest cuts have been to shire districts. In part this is because they did 
not benefit from the 2019/20 and 2020/21 social care uplifts for upper and single-tier authorities 
– which include all metropolitan, county, unitary and London authorities.  Upper and single tier 
authorities have faced difficulties because of rising demand for social care, even though since 
2016/17 they have been allowed to increase council tax rates more quickly. Social care is a 
statutory responsibility – that is, local authorities are legally obliged to provide it – and so they 
have protected spending on social care for children and adults, often at the expense of other 
services, such as libraries and road maintenance.225  Figure 4.12 below shows the impact of 
changes in local authority spending power since 2009/10 by type of authority. 

Figure 4.12: Changes in Local Authority Spending Power Since 2009/10 by type of Authority  

 

Source: Institute for Government 

 
225 Institute for Government (2023) Local Government Funding in England. Available at 
https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/explainer/local-government-funding-
england#:~:text=Local%20authorities%20have%20three%20main%20sources%20of%20revenue%3A,%
E2%80%93%20a%20property%20tax%20levied%20on%20business%20premises. (Accessed 
03/10/2024)  

https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/explainer/local-government-funding-england#:~:text=Local%20authorities%20have%20three%20main%20sources%20of%20revenue%3A,%E2%80%93%20a%20property%20tax%20levied%20on%20business%20premises
https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/explainer/local-government-funding-england#:~:text=Local%20authorities%20have%20three%20main%20sources%20of%20revenue%3A,%E2%80%93%20a%20property%20tax%20levied%20on%20business%20premises
https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/explainer/local-government-funding-england#:~:text=Local%20authorities%20have%20three%20main%20sources%20of%20revenue%3A,%E2%80%93%20a%20property%20tax%20levied%20on%20business%20premises


   
 

 
112 

 
 

In this context it is likely that external funding sources to deliver infrastructure will need to be 
explored.  Use of external funding to deliver projects could also mean that CIL returns can be 
used on other projects or used to help lever additional funds from these additional sources.   

The Government published a White Paper on English Devolution, which would include 
devolution by default rather than by deal and the implications of this will need to be taken into 
account as the proposals become clearer.226  

The Local Government Association found 448 unique grants between 2015/16 and 2018/19 
from central to local government. There were 386 in 2022/23 alone and the Institute for 
Government recommended that funding should be streamlined into a small set of larger pots.227  

Recent examples of grant funding are provided below (note that some of the below regimes 
were published under previous governments and it may be that they will not be available in the 
future): 

• Department for Transport – Road Investment Strategy for motorways and major A 
Roads– the current strategy has a budget of £27.4 billion and runs from 2020 to 2025.228 

• Active Travel Fund – provided a pot of £101 million in 2024, funding supported local 
transport authorities with developing and constructing walking and cycling facilities.229 

• Funding for natural flood management funded by Defra and the Environment Agency – 
40 projects in England benefited from £25m funding for natural flood management in 
2024.230 

• National Lottery Heritage Funding – includes a range of programmes with a pot of £24m, 
covering nature and habitats, historic buildings and environments, or cultures, traditions 
and people’s memories.231   

 
226 Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government (December 2024) English Devolution White 
Paper, Power and Partnership: Foundations for Growth. Available at: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/676028c9cfbf84c3b2bcfa57/English_Devolution_White_
Paper_Web_Accessible.pdf (Accessed 03/01/25) 
227 Institute for Government (2024) Funding Local Growth. Available at: 
https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/sites/default/files/2024-05/funding-local-
growth.pdf#:~:text=economic%20growth%20across%20England.In%20this%20report,%20we%20outlin
e%20the%20current (Accessed 07/10/2024) 
228 Department for Transport (2020) Road Investment Strategy 2: 2020-25. Available at: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/95
1100/road-investment-strategy-2-2020-
2025.pdf#:~:text=This%20second%20Road%20Investment%20Strategy%20(RIS2)%20sets%20a%20lon
g-term%20strategic (Accessed 03/10/2024) 
229 Department for Transport (2024) Active Travel Fund: local transport authority allocations. Available at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/emergency-active-travel-fund-local-transport-authority-
allocations (Accessed 09/10/2024) 
230 Defra (2024) 40 projects to benefit from £25 million funding for natural flood management. Available 
at: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/40-projects-to-benefit-from-25-million-funding-for-natural-
flood-
management#:~:text=Forty%20projects%20which%20will%20use%20natural%20processes%20such%
20as%20planting (Accessed 04/10/2024) 
231 Heritage Fund (2024) Funding. Available at: https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/news/ps15million-help-
put-nature-heart-our-towns-and-cities 
 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/676028c9cfbf84c3b2bcfa57/English_Devolution_White_Paper_Web_Accessible.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/676028c9cfbf84c3b2bcfa57/English_Devolution_White_Paper_Web_Accessible.pdf
https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/sites/default/files/2024-05/funding-local-growth.pdf#:~:text=economic%20growth%20across%20England.In%20this%20report,%20we%20outline%20the%20current
https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/sites/default/files/2024-05/funding-local-growth.pdf#:~:text=economic%20growth%20across%20England.In%20this%20report,%20we%20outline%20the%20current
https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/sites/default/files/2024-05/funding-local-growth.pdf#:~:text=economic%20growth%20across%20England.In%20this%20report,%20we%20outline%20the%20current
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/951100/road-investment-strategy-2-2020-2025.pdf#:~:text=This%20second%20Road%20Investment%20Strategy%20(RIS2)%20sets%20a%20long-term%20strategic
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/951100/road-investment-strategy-2-2020-2025.pdf#:~:text=This%20second%20Road%20Investment%20Strategy%20(RIS2)%20sets%20a%20long-term%20strategic
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/951100/road-investment-strategy-2-2020-2025.pdf#:~:text=This%20second%20Road%20Investment%20Strategy%20(RIS2)%20sets%20a%20long-term%20strategic
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/951100/road-investment-strategy-2-2020-2025.pdf#:~:text=This%20second%20Road%20Investment%20Strategy%20(RIS2)%20sets%20a%20long-term%20strategic
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/emergency-active-travel-fund-local-transport-authority-allocations
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/emergency-active-travel-fund-local-transport-authority-allocations
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/40-projects-to-benefit-from-25-million-funding-for-natural-flood-management#:~:text=Forty%20projects%20which%20will%20use%20natural%20processes%20such%20as%20planting
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/40-projects-to-benefit-from-25-million-funding-for-natural-flood-management#:~:text=Forty%20projects%20which%20will%20use%20natural%20processes%20such%20as%20planting
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/40-projects-to-benefit-from-25-million-funding-for-natural-flood-management#:~:text=Forty%20projects%20which%20will%20use%20natural%20processes%20such%20as%20planting
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/40-projects-to-benefit-from-25-million-funding-for-natural-flood-management#:~:text=Forty%20projects%20which%20will%20use%20natural%20processes%20such%20as%20planting
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• Nature Towns and Cities – a £15 million pot launched in October 2024 by the National 
Trust, the National Lottery Heritage Fund and Natural England. The stated aim is to build 
on the legacy of the Future Parks Accelerator, and also help councils develop and 
implement local nature recovery strategies. Councils and community partners can now 
apply for grants of between £250,000 and £1m from a pot of £15m, with plans to support 
‘at least 100 towns and cities’. The deadline for expressions of interest was 12th 
November 2024.232 

• Devolved Housing & Land Funds – a funding pot of £200m administered by the West 
Midlands Combined Authority (WMCA), acting as a funder of last resort to deliver 
residential – led schemes on previously developed land.  Funding from this source is 
being used to help with delivery of the “Gateway” site in Stratford-upon-Avon.233     

• The Platinum Jubilee Village Hall Improvement Grant Fund – a £3m capital fund for 
expansion and/or modernisation of facilities.234 Applications closed in 2023 and it is not 
clear if a similar scheme will be run in future years.   

The UK Shared Prosperity Fund (UKSPF) is a £2.6 billion funding pot to be invested in 
communities by 2025.  The three investment priorities covered by the fund are: Communities 
and Place, Supporting Local Business and People and Skills.  The fund was not competitive but 
local authorities were allocated funding based on submitting an Investment Plan within the 
required timescale. Section 4.5.23 above provides details of projects in both districts funded 
under the UKSPF.   

The Rural England Prosperity Fund – (REPF) provides £110m for eligible local authorities 
between 2023-25 and funds capital projects for small businesses and community 
infrastructure.  The fund is a top up of the UKSPF and only available to organisations that made 
an application under that.   

The two funds replaced the European Structural and Investment Funds, the requirement for 
50% match funding has been removed and funding can now be used for a wider range of 
projects. However, WCC notes that the overall level of funds available has fallen.  There are 
particular reductions in the amounts available to support business growth, innovation, and low 
carbon support. It is estimated that the total amount available over two years represents a 75% 

 
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/funding#:~:text=We%20can%20fund%20heritage%20projects%20from
%20%C2%A310,000%20up%20to%20%C2%A310million. 
232 Heritage Fund (2024) £15million to help put nature at the heart of our towns and cities. Available at: 
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/news/ps15million-help-put-nature-heart-our-towns-and-cities 
(Accessed 08/10/2024) 
233 WMCA (2024) Funding approved for Stratford-upon-Avon Gateway housing scheme. Available at: 
https://www.wmca.org.uk/news/funding-approved-for-stratford-upon-avon-gateway-housing-
scheme/#:~:text=The%20West%20Midlands%20Combined%20Authority%20(WMCA)%20has%20agree
d%20a%20multi-million-pound (Accessed 04/10/2024) 
234 Defra (2022) Village Halls to see major revamp as Platinum Jubilee fund opens. Available at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/village-halls-to-see-major-revamp-as-platinum-jubilee-fund-
opens#:~:text=Village%20halls%20across%20England%20can%20now%20apply%20for%20grants%20to 
(Accessed 04/10/2024) 

https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/funding#:~:text=We%20can%20fund%20heritage%20projects%20from%20%C2%A310,000%20up%20to%20%C2%A310million
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/funding#:~:text=We%20can%20fund%20heritage%20projects%20from%20%C2%A310,000%20up%20to%20%C2%A310million
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/news/ps15million-help-put-nature-heart-our-towns-and-cities
https://www.wmca.org.uk/news/funding-approved-for-stratford-upon-avon-gateway-housing-scheme/#:~:text=The%20West%20Midlands%20Combined%20Authority%20(WMCA)%20has%20agreed%20a%20multi-million-pound
https://www.wmca.org.uk/news/funding-approved-for-stratford-upon-avon-gateway-housing-scheme/#:~:text=The%20West%20Midlands%20Combined%20Authority%20(WMCA)%20has%20agreed%20a%20multi-million-pound
https://www.wmca.org.uk/news/funding-approved-for-stratford-upon-avon-gateway-housing-scheme/#:~:text=The%20West%20Midlands%20Combined%20Authority%20(WMCA)%20has%20agreed%20a%20multi-million-pound
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/village-halls-to-see-major-revamp-as-platinum-jubilee-fund-opens#:~:text=Village%20halls%20across%20England%20can%20now%20apply%20for%20grants%20to
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/village-halls-to-see-major-revamp-as-platinum-jubilee-fund-opens#:~:text=Village%20halls%20across%20England%20can%20now%20apply%20for%20grants%20to
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reduction on the amount previously available via the ESIF Funds over a typical two-year 
period.235 

Stratford-on-Avon District Council was allocated £3.59m from the UKSPF and REPF to be used 
by 2025.  Warwick District Council was allocated almost £3.5m from the UKSPF.  Warwickshire 
County Council was allocated £2.54 million.  Local authorities in Warwickshire are working 
collaboratively to deliver some common programmes, continue to fund existing initiatives and 
to commission new services.236  Given the scope of the funding includes community 
infrastructure there is potential for some overlap with the potential use of CIL funding. 

The Infrastructure Bank is also a potential source of funding and advice for local authorities.  
The bank provides loans to help fund a range of infrastructure in five priority sectors:237  

• Clean energy 
• Transport 
• Waste 
• Water 
• Digital  

  

 
235 WCC (2023) Report to Cabinet – UK Shared Prosperity Fund. Available at: 
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/mgConvert2PDF.aspx?ID=30258#:~:text=Council%20priorities
%20(and%20financial%20pressures)%20and%20decisions%20taken%20by%20the. (Accessed 
04/10/2024) 
236 WCC (2023) Report to Cabinet – UK Shared Prosperity Fund. Available at: 
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/mgConvert2PDF.aspx?ID=30258#:~:text=Council%20priorities
%20(and%20financial%20pressures)%20and%20decisions%20taken%20by%20the. (Accessed 
04/10/2024) 
237 Infrastructure Bank (2024) Our Lending Offer. Available at: https://www.ukib.org.uk/local-authority-
services/our-lending-offer. (Accessed 09/10/2024). 
  

https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/mgConvert2PDF.aspx?ID=30258#:~:text=Council%20priorities%20(and%20financial%20pressures)%20and%20decisions%20taken%20by%20the
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/mgConvert2PDF.aspx?ID=30258#:~:text=Council%20priorities%20(and%20financial%20pressures)%20and%20decisions%20taken%20by%20the
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/mgConvert2PDF.aspx?ID=30258#:~:text=Council%20priorities%20(and%20financial%20pressures)%20and%20decisions%20taken%20by%20the
https://democracy.warwickshire.gov.uk/mgConvert2PDF.aspx?ID=30258#:~:text=Council%20priorities%20(and%20financial%20pressures)%20and%20decisions%20taken%20by%20the
https://www.ukib.org.uk/local-authority-services/our-lending-offer
https://www.ukib.org.uk/local-authority-services/our-lending-offer
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5 Conclusions and Next Steps 
5.1 Conclusions 
This document has provided an overview of existing and planned infrastructure in the SWLP 
area and the factors that will influence future planning of infrastructure.  It does so to provide 
the basis for more detailed work on infrastructure requirements as the Local Plan progresses 
and to provide a basis for further discussion with infrastructure providers and key stakeholders 
on future infrastructure needs. A key conclusion is that developer contributions associated with 
new development are unlikely to be sufficient to bridge identified funding gaps and to ensure 
that key infrastructure can be delivered in a timely manner. Additional funding from external 
sources will be required.  There is a need to put in place effective arrangements to ensure that 
external funding can be secured, and infrastructure delivered. 

5.2 Next Steps 
The IDP is a live document.  It will need to be updated as the Local Plan progresses to 
submission and other elements of the Local Plan evidence become available, this will include: 

• Updates to previous work on the need for open spaces. 
• Discussions with stakeholders on the spatial strategy and proposed allocations. This 

will include discussion on cross-boundary infrastructure needs under the Duty to 
Cooperate. 

• The outcome of engagement associated with the Preferred Options (Regulation 18) 
consultation. 

• Additional technical work associated with proposed allocations. 
• Transport modelling. 
• Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (Part 2). 
• Habitats Regulations Assessment. 
• Local Plan Viability Assessment. 
• Any relevant proposals flowing from the Budget in October 2024. 

As the Local Plan develops, the IDP will be expanded to include a schedule identifying strategic 
infrastructure proposals associated with delivery of the Local Plan. 
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Appendix A Schools in the SWLP Area 
Table A1 Primary Schools in the SWLP Area 
 

Estab School Name Phase Type Academy District PAN 

Total 
number of 

pupils on 
roll 

Spare 
Capacity 

2639 Acorns Primary School Primary Primary Y Stratford on Avon 91 88 3 
3588 All Saints C.Of E. Academy Primary Primary Y Warwick 140 132 8 
3154 All Saints C.Of E. Junior School, Warwick Primary Junior N Warwick 240 204 36 
3002 Alveston C.Of E. Primary School Primary Primary N Stratford on Avon 210 211 -1 
3587 Barford St. Peter's C.Of E. Primary School Primary Primary N Warwick 210 208 2 
3011 Bidford-On-Avon C.Of E. Primary School Primary Primary N Stratford on Avon 315 313 2 
2014 Bishops Itchington Primary School Primary Primary Y Stratford on Avon 210 207 3 
3141 Bishops Tachbrook C.Of E. Primary School Primary Primary N Warwick 210 239 -29 
2603 Bishopton Primary School Primary Primary N Stratford on Avon 210 284 -74 
3014 Brailes C.Of E. Primary School Primary Primary Y Stratford on Avon 105 88 17 
2327 Briar Hill Infant School Primary Infant N Warwick 270 281 -11 
2053 Bridgetown Primary School Primary Primary N Stratford on Avon 420 399 21 
2330 Brookhurst Primary School Primary Primary N Warwick 420 414 6 
2033 Budbrooke Primary School Primary Primary Y Warwick 210 205 5 
3143 Burton Green C.Of E. Academy Primary Primary Y Warwick 105 108 -3 

2312 
Clapham Terrace Community Primary School 
and Nursery 

Primary Primary N Warwick 210 210 0 

2017 Claverdon Primary School Primary Primary N Stratford on Avon 210 193 17 
2308 Clinton Primary School Primary Primary N Warwick 210 215 -5 
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Estab School Name Phase Type Academy District PAN 

Total 
number of 

pupils on 
roll 

Spare 
Capacity 

2623 Coten End Primary School Primary Primary N Warwick 630 652 -22 
3021 Coughton C.Of E. Primary School Primary Primary Y Stratford on Avon 175 179 -4 
3144 Cubbington C.Of E. Primary School Primary Primary N Warwick 210 211 -1 
5203 Dunnington C.Of E. Primary School Primary Primary N Stratford on Avon 105 94 11 
2332 Emscote Infant School Primary Infant N Warwick 180 180 0 
3024 Ettington C.Of E. Primary School Primary Primary N Stratford on Avon 210 185 25 
2024 Great Alne Primary School Primary Primary N Stratford on Avon 80 45 35 
3031 Hampton Lucy C.Of E. Primary School Primary Primary N Stratford on Avon 105 90 15 
3032 Harbury C.Of E. Primary School Primary Primary Y Stratford on Avon 210 213 -3 
2056 Heathcote Primary School Primary Free Primary Y Warwick 360 370 -10 
2059 Henley-In-Arden C.Of E. Primary School Primary Primary Y Stratford on Avon 105 115 -10 
3204 Holy Trinity C.Of E. Primary School Primary Primary N Stratford on Avon 420 411 9 
3035 Ilmington C.Of E. Primary School Primary Primary N Stratford on Avon 105 117 -12 
3308 Kineton Church of England Primary School Primary Primary Y Stratford on Avon 210 205 5 
2060 Kingsway Community Primary School Primary Primary Y Warwick 196 203 -7 
3147 Lapworth C.Of E. Primary School Primary Primary N Warwick 196 177 19 
2064 Lighthorne Heath Primary School Primary Primary N Stratford on Avon 91 79 12 
2071 Lillington Primary School Primary Primary Y Warwick 210 212 -2 
3211 Long Itchington C.Of E. Academy Primary Primary Y Stratford on Avon 210 195 15 
3040 Loxley C.Of E. Community Primary School Primary Primary N Stratford on Avon 42 38 4 

3041 
Mappleborough Green C.Of E. Primary 
School 

Primary Primary N Stratford on Avon 105 113 -8 

2606 Milverton Primary School Primary Primary N Warwick 315 319 -4 
5205 Moreton Morrell C.Of E. Primary School Primary Primary Y Stratford on Avon 105 95 10 
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Estab School Name Phase Type Academy District PAN 

Total 
number of 

pupils on 
roll 

Spare 
Capacity 

3214 
Newbold And Tredington C.Of E. Primary 
School 

Primary Primary Y Stratford on Avon 105 89 16 

2325 Newburgh Primary School Primary Primary N Warwick 420 346 74 

3546 
Our Lady and St Teresa's Catholic Primary 
School Primary Primary Y Warwick 210 153 57 

3500 Our Lady's Catholic Primary School Primary Primary Y Stratford on Avon 105 95 10 
2309 Park Hill Junior School Primary Junior N Warwick 240 265 -25 
2605 Priors Field Primary School Primary Primary N Warwick 210 209 1 
2043 Quinton Primary School Primary Primary N Stratford on Avon 210 215 -5 
3152 Radford Semele C.Of E. Primary School Primary Primary N Warwick 210 211 -1 
2057 Salford Priors C.Of E. Academy Primary Primary Y Stratford on Avon 105 68 37 
5206 Shipston-on-Stour Primary School Primary Primary Y Stratford on Avon 420 399 21 
3057 Shottery St. Andrew's C.Of E. Primary School Primary Primary N Stratford on Avon 105 91 14 
2637 Shrubland Street Community Primary School Primary Primary N Warwick 210 204 6 
2046 Snitterfield Primary School Primary Primary N Stratford on Avon 105 103 2 
2624 Southam Primary School Primary Primary Y Stratford on Avon 420 395 25 
3585 Southam St James C.Of E. Academy Primary Primary Y Stratford on Avon 210 180 30 
3544 St. Anthony's Catholic Primary School Primary Primary N Warwick 210 209 1 
3541 St. Augustine's Catholic Primary School Primary Primary Y Warwick 210 183 27 
3506 St. Gregory's Catholic Primary School Primary Primary Y Stratford on Avon 210 207 3 
2620 St. John's Primary School Primary Primary N Warwick 210 222 -12 

3547 
St. Joseph's Catholic Primary School, 
Leamington 

Primary Primary N Warwick 210 203 7 
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Estab School Name Phase Type Academy District PAN 

Total 
number of 

pupils on 
roll 

Spare 
Capacity 

3589 
St. Lawrence C.Of E. (Voluntary Aided) 
Primary School 

Primary Primary N Stratford on Avon 210 193 17 

3157 St. Margaret's C.Of E. Junior School Primary Junior N Warwick 360 359 1 

3545 
St. Mary Immaculate Catholic Primary 
School, Warwick Primary Primary N Warwick 140 131 9 

3508 St. Mary's Catholic Primary School Primary Primary Y Stratford on Avon 84 96 -12 
3505 St. Mary's Catholic Primary School, Southam Primary Primary N Stratford on Avon 210 162 48 
3507 St. Mary's Catholic Primary School, Studley Primary Primary Y Stratford on Avon 210 224 -14 

3146 
St. Nicholas C.Of E. Primary School, 
Kenilworth 

Primary Primary N Warwick 420 411 9 

3595 St. Nicholas' C.Of E. Primary School, Alcester Primary Primary Y Stratford on Avon 420 430 -10 
3543 St. Patrick's Catholic Primary School Primary Primary N Warwick 210 202 8 
3371 St. Paul's C.Of E. Primary School, Leamington Primary Primary N Warwick 315 310 5 
3542 St. Peter's Catholic Primary School Primary Primary N Warwick 105 104 1 
2049 Stockton Primary School Primary Primary Y Stratford on Avon 126 126 0 
2042 Stratford-upon-Avon Primary School Primary Primary Y Stratford on Avon 210 214 -4 
2055 Studley Infants' School Primary Infant Y Stratford on Avon 180 142 38 
2027 Studley St. Mary's C.Of E. Academy Primary Junior Y Stratford on Avon 240 207 33 
2622 Sydenham Primary School Primary Primary N Warwick 420 420 0 
3311 Tanworth-In-Arden C.Of E. Primary School Primary Primary Y Stratford on Avon 210 207 3 
2326 Telford Infant School Primary Infant N Warwick 270 270 0 
2315 Telford Junior School Primary Junior Y Warwick 360 351 9 
3066 Temple Grafton C.Of E. Primary School Primary Primary Y Stratford on Avon 105 104 1 
2610 Temple Herdewyke Primary School Primary Primary Y Stratford on Avon 105 90 15 
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Estab School Name Phase Type Academy District PAN 

Total 
number of 

pupils on 
roll 

Spare 
Capacity 

3216 The Dassett C.Of E. Primary School Primary Primary N Stratford on Avon 210 96 114 
3210 The Ferncumbe C.Of E. Primary School Primary Primary Y Warwick 210 189 21 
2000 The Priors School Primary Free Primary Y Stratford on Avon 91 80 11 
2052 Thomas Jolyffe Primary School Primary Primary N Stratford on Avon 420 363 57 
2307 Thorns Community Infant School Primary Infant N Warwick 180 147 33 
5200 Tudor Grange Primary Academy Haselor Primary Primary Y Stratford on Avon 105 89 16 
2068 Tudor Grange Primary Academy Meon Vale Primary Free Primary Y Stratford on Avon 210 143 67 
3068 Tysoe C.Of E. Primary School Primary Primary Y Stratford on Avon 210 120 90 
2058 Welford-On-Avon Primary School Primary Primary N Stratford on Avon 210 228 -18 
3073 Wellesbourne C.Of E. Primary School Primary Primary Y Stratford on Avon 420 413 7 
2322 Westgate Primary School Primary Primary N Warwick 210 197 13 
2324 Whitnash Primary School Primary Primary N Warwick 420 387 33 

3313 
Wilmcote C.Of E. (Voluntary Aided) Primary 
School 

Primary Primary N Stratford on Avon 112 72 40 

5201 Wolverton Primary School Primary Primary N Stratford on Avon 105 76 29 
5207 Woodloes Primary School Primary Primary Y Warwick 420 389 31 
3074 Wootton Wawen C.Of E. Primary School Primary Primary Y Stratford on Avon 105 93 12 
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Table A2 Secondary and Through Schools in the SWLP Area 
 

Estab School Name Phase Type Academy District PAN 

Total 
number of 

pupils on 
roll 

Spare 
Capacity 

4240 Alcester Academy Secondary Secondary Y Stratford on Avon 650 643 7 
5407 Alcester Grammar School Secondary Secondary Y Stratford on Avon 750 771 -21 
4190 Aylesford School and Sixth Form College All Through All Through Y Warwick 1240 1173 67 
4192 Campion School Secondary Secondary Y Warwick 1050 1010 40 
4108 Henley-In-Arden School Secondary Secondary Y Stratford on Avon 700 695 5 
4236 Kenilworth School and Sixth Form Secondary Secondary Y Warwick 1410 1409 1 
4110 Kineton High School Secondary Secondary Y Stratford on Avon 875 910 -35 
4601 King Edward VI School Secondary Secondary Y Stratford on Avon 450 450 0 
5403 Myton School Secondary Secondary Y Warwick 1393 1381 12 
4237 North Leamington School Secondary Secondary Y Warwick 1200 1224 -24 

4015 Oakley School All Through 
Free All 
Through Y Warwick  141 -141 

4113 Shipston High School Secondary Secondary Y Stratford on Avon 620 593 27 
4114 Southam College Secondary Secondary Y Stratford on Avon 1350 1347 3 
4730 St. Benedict's Catholic High School Secondary Secondary Y Stratford on Avon 680 476 204 
4002 Stratford Girls' Grammar School Secondary Secondary Y Stratford on Avon 600 600 0 
4124 Stratford-upon-Avon School Secondary Secondary Y Stratford on Avon 1550 1684 -134 
5408 Studley High School Secondary Secondary Y Stratford on Avon 780 847 -67 
4752 Trinity Catholic School Secondary Secondary Y Warwick 985 473 512 
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Table A3 SEN Schools in the SWLP Area 

Estab School Name Phase Type Academy District PAN 

Total 
number of 

pupils on 
roll 

Spare 
Capacity 

7028 Evergreen School Special 
All Through 
Special 

N Warwick  281  

7005 Venture Academy Special 
All Through 
Special Y Stratford on Avon  48  

7044 Welcombe Hills School Special 
All Through 
Special 

Y Stratford on Avon  183  
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