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1 Introduction 
 

Study Area  
 
1.1. The study area is the Stratford-on-Avon District Council (SADC) boundary area. For the purpose of the PPOSS, Stratford-on-Avon is  split into 6 distinct 

sub areas. The areas covered by each sub area are stated in Table 1. 
 
Table 1: Description of Sub Areas in Stratford-on-Avon 

 

Sub Area Area Name 

SA1 Alcester and Bidford-on-Avon 

SA2  Henley-in-Arden 

SA3 Southam 

SA4 Shipston on Stour 

SA5 Stratford-upon-Avon 

SA6 Wellesbourne and Kineton 
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Map 1: The Stratford-on-Avon Study Area 
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Current and Future Population 
 

1.2. The most up-to-date ONS population predictions were developed in 2018 and only look forward to 2043. The South Warwickshire Local Plan that this 
PPOSS will feed into, considers growth up to 2050. Due to this, the steering group agreed a method of accurately predicting population growth past the 
current ONS predictions that takes into account Census 2021 data:  

 
¶ The current population data is determined by taking the predicted population growth between 2021 and 2024 from ONS figures and adding it to 

Census 2021 data. This gives us our starting point of 2024 population. 

¶ Then the predicted growth between 2025 and 2043 from the 2018 ONS predictions is added it to the 2024 predictions, giving the updated future 
population to 2043. 

¶ The total growth between 2025 and 2043 is then divided by 19 (number of years) to find the average yearly growth. 

¶ This is then multiplied by 7 to find growth over the 7 additional years, which is then added to the 2043 data to provide final future population to 2050.  
 

1.3. Table 2 shows the current and future population figures that will be used to inform this PPOSS:  
 
Table 2: Current and Future Population for Stratford-on-Avon District Council Area 

 

 Population 2024 Population 2050 

Stratford-on-Avon 140,200 173,189 

 

Project Scope and Objectives  
 
1.4. Stratford-on-Avon District Council (SADC) and Stratford-on-Avon District Council (SADC) have issued Strategic Leisure Limited with a joint commission 

for the development of two individual Playing Pitch and Outdoor Sports Strategies (PPOSS) to provide the Council with clear evidence base and set of 
recommendations for future outdoor sports facility development. The PPOSS will form part of a wider suite of strategic planning documents that will feed 
into the development of the South Warwickshire Local Plan.  
 

1.5. A PPOSS is a strategic assessment that provides an up-to-date analysis of supply and demand for playing pitches (grass and artificial) and its current 
and future demand in the local authority. The strategy and the evidence base upon which it is based is delivered using national guidance and facility 
insight from specific Governing Bodies of Sport. The assessment will focus on facilities used by the following sports:  

 
¶ Football  
¶ Rugby Union  
¶ Rugby League 
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¶ Cricket   
¶ Hockey  
¶ Tennis 
¶ Netball  
¶ Outdoor Bowls 
¶ Athletics   

 
1.6. Within these sports, the strategy will seek as far as is practicable to include consideration of all forms of play, whether; 
 

¶ Club and league based (formal) competitions and training.  
¶ Less formal programmed forms of the respective sports (e.g. turn up and play products such as Rush Hockey, walking football, All Stars Cricket, 

and Touch Rugby)  
¶ Informal and un-programmed play by groups of residents, workers, students, school friends (out of school).  

 
1.7. The PPOSS will provide a holistic analysis of sports facilities across the Study Area. This will lead to a comprehensive set of recommendations for the 

future development of leisure / health and wellbeing provisions, in line with the needs of local residents. 
 
1.8. The steering group has worked with the Council to provide a strategy that is fit-for-purpose and addresses the specific issues and risks for the area. It is 

key that this Playing Pitch Strategy reflects the local context and enables the Council to maximise the amount of high-quality sporting provision for its 
residents, while understanding the need to meet planning and housing requirements.  
 

1.9. A detailed overview of SADCôs strategic priorities as well as geographical and demographic issues are highlighted in Appendix 2.  
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Methodology  
 
1.10. The assessment methodology adopted for the PPOSS follows the 

published guidance from Sport England. The guidance used is the 
2013 version, Playing Pitch Strategy Guidance ï An Approach to 
Developing and Delivering a Playing Pitch Strategy1. Figure 1.1 
summarises the approach proposed in this guidance and is broken 
down into 10 steps.  

 
Figure 1: Developing and Delivering a Playing Pitch Strategy ï The 10 Step 
Approach (Sport England, 2013) 

 

 
 
 

1.11. Stage B of the PPS methodology involves the gathering of supply and 
demand information from a range of sources. An initial audit of 
outdoor sports facilities is gathered using Sport Englandôs Active 
Places Power (APP) online tool. This audit will then form the basis of 
the supply information, before being informed through other sources. 
Non-technical site assessments, club surveys, and Council officer 
and NGB consultation will also influence this information before it is 
presented at Stage B.  

 
1.12. The supply information at Stage B should include the following: 

 
¶ Site name and location 
¶ Ownership and management type 
¶ Number and type of pitches 
¶ Accessibility 
¶ Pitch and ancillary facility quality 
¶ Maintenance information 
¶ Security of tenure or community use agreements 
¶ The views of users, providers and other relevant groups.  

 
1.13. In addition to supply data, it is important to gather information 

regarding the demand for outdoor sports facilities. Using information 
provided by NGBs at Stage A, club affiliation data, league 
secretaries, education information and club surveys etc, it is possible 
to build an accurate picture of the demand for that each specific site 
caters for. The demand information required to inform the PPOSS is 
as follows: 

 
¶ Sport clubs matches and training. 
¶ Casual and other demand 
¶ Educational demand 
¶ Displaced demand 
¶ Unmet and latent demand 
¶ Trends and changes 
¶ Future demand 
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1.14. All pitch sports are subject to the Playing Pitch Strategy (PPS) methodology, whereas other outdoor sports (e.g. tennis) are assessed using the Assessing 
Needs and Opportunities Guidance (ANOG). There are 4 stages to the ANOG assessment:  

 
¶ Stage A ï Prepare and tailor the approach. 

ü Establish a clear understanding of the purpose, scope and scale of the assessment. This will be undertaken in line with Stage A of the PPS 
methodology.  

 
¶ Stage B ï Gather information on supply and demand. 

ü To build a clear picture of the supply of outdoor facilities, information will be gathered on the quality, quantity, accessibility and availability of 
individual sites.  

ü Demand data such as local population, club affiliation, educational demand, unmet/latent demand, future growth and sport specific priorities 
will be gathered.  

ü Supply and demand data will be gathered alongside Stage B of the PPS methodology, using consultation, club surveys, site assessments etc.  
 

¶ Stage C ï Assessment ï bringing the information together. 
ü Development of the key findings regarding quality, quantity, accessibility and availability of outdoor sports provision in the area. Implications 

of each site will be developed on the principle of protect, enhance and provide.  
 

¶ Application ï Application of the assessment 
ü All key findings and priorities from Stage A ï C will be applied and used to inform sports strategy, planning policy, infrastructure planning and 

funding applications.  
 

1.15. The findings in this report are based on data collected from several credible sources, including but not limited to;  
 

¶ Local authority and public policy strategic documentation;  
¶ Sport England tools, including the Facility Planning Model (FPM), Active Places Power, the Active People Survey, Market Segmentation and the 

Sports Facility Calculator;  
¶ Stakeholder consultation, including Stratford-on-Avon Council Officers and Members, Sport England, relevant National Governing Bodies of Sport, 

education providers, key user clubs; and  

¶ Site visits, undertaken at all strategically important sites across the Study Area.   
 
1.16. A project steering group comprising representation from the Council, Sport England and National Governing Bodies of Sport (NGBs) has guided the 

study from its commencement. At critical milestones, the Steering Group members have reviewed and verified the data and information collected to allow 
the work to proceed efficiently through each stage.  
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Report structure  
 
1.17. The structure of the PPOSS report is as follows: 
 

¶ Section 1 ï Introduction and Methodology  
¶ Section 2 ï Football 
¶ Section 3 ï Artificial Grass Pitches 
¶ Section 4 ï Hockey 
¶ Section 5 ï Rugby Union  
¶ Section 6 ï Rugby League 
¶ Section 7 ï Cricket  
¶ Section 8 ï Tennis  
¶ Section 9 ï Netball  
¶ Section 10 ï Bowls   
¶ Section 11 - Athletics 

 
1.18. Supporting information is included in the appendices and referenced throughout. 
 
1.19. In addition to this needs assessment, a strategy document has also been produced, which provides future recommendations, scenario testing and a site-

by-site action plan for key sites across the local authority.   
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2 Football Stage C Assessment   
 

Introduction 
 
2.1. This section of the report focusses on the supply and demand for grass football pitches. There is a separate standalone section that covers all Artificial 

Grass Pitches (AGP) including the 3rd Generation (3G) pitches, that are becoming increasingly important to service the needs of football for both 
competitive play and training.  

 
2.2. This section includes the headline findings from the PPOSS, as well as a site-by-site analysis of football sites across Stratford-on-Avon.  
 

Strategic Priorities for Football 
 

2.3. Football in the study area is governed by Birmingham County FA, who work to administer the provision of football in Stratford-on-Avon and support the 
strategic priorities highlighted below. 
 

2.4. The Football Associationôs (FA) National Football Facilities Strategy (NFFS) provides a strategic framework that sets out key priorities and targets for the 
national game (i.e., football) over a ten-year period.  

 
2.5. The Strategy sets out shared aims and objectives it aims to deliver on in conjunction with The Premier League, Sport England and the Government, to 

be delivered with support of the Football Foundation.  

 
2.6. These stakeholders have clearly identified the aspirations for football to contribute directly to nationally important social and health priorities. Alongside 

this, the strategy is clear that traditional, affiliated football remains an important priority and a core component of the game, whilst recognising and 
supporting the more informal environments used for the community and recreational game. Its vision is: ñWithin 10 years we aim to deliver great football 
facilities, wherever they are neededò 

 
2.7. The NFFS investment priorities can be broadly grouped into six areas, recognising the need to grow the game, support existing players and better 

understand the different football environments:  
 

¶ Improve 20,000 Natural Turf pitches, with a focus on addressing drop off due to a poor playing experience.  

¶ Deliver 1,000 3G AGP óequivalentsô (mix of 11v11 and small sided provision, including MUGAs - small, sided facilities are likely to have a key role 
in smaller / rural communities and encouraging multi-sport offers), enhancing the quality of playing experience and supporting a sustainable 
approach to grass roots provision 
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¶ Deliver 1,000 changing pavilions/clubhouses, linked to multi-pitch or hub sites, supporting growth (particularly in women and girlsô football), 
sustainability and providing a facility infrastructure to underpin investment in coaching, officials and football development.  

¶ Support access to flexible indoor spaces, including equipment and court markings, to support growth in futsal, walking football and to support the 
education and skills outcomes, exploiting opportunities for football to positively impact on personal and social outcomes for young people.  

¶ Refurbish existing stock to maintain current provision, recognising the need to address historic under-investment and issues with refurbishment of 
existing facilities.  

¶ Support testing of technology and innovation, building on customer insight to deliver hubs for innovation, testing and development of the game. 
 

2.8. Work carried out as part of the updated Football Foundationôs Local Football Facility Plan (LFFP) in 2019, established a 10-year vision for football facilities 
that aims to transform the playing pitch stock and óbuiltô facilities in a sustainable way. It will build on existing local evidence and strategic planning work. 
For example, an LFFP will complement and take forward relevant actions from a Local Authorityôs óPlaying Pitch Strategyô (PPOSS) rather than acting 
as a substitute for having a PPOSS in place. By doing so, an LFFP will identify the FA and FFôs priority projects to deliver and will act as an investment 
portfolio for schemes that require funding. As such, we estimate that 90% of all national football investment (FA, Premier League, Sport England and 
DCMS via the Football Foundation) in your Authority will be identified via your LFFPô.  
 

 

Supply 
 

2.9. The audit identifies a total of 158 grass football pitches across 67 sites in Stratford-on-Avon. 135 pitches are available for community use, across 50 
sites. However, football pitches at Harbury RFC and Southam RFC are overmarked with rugby union provision, meaning they cannot offer any spare 
capacity 
 

2.1. Table 3 highlights the breakdown of different pitch types across available sites (secure and unsecure) in Stratford-on-Avon, as well as stating the number 
of unavailable sites in each sub area. It must be noted that although currently unavailable sites are not included in the total capacity analysis, it does not 
mean they cannot be utilised to help meet demand for playing pitches in the future. Securing community use agreements on education sites is often an 
effective way to minimise any deficit of grass pitch provision and provide additional opportunities for people to engage in football activity. A list of 
unavailable sites is included in Table 4. 
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Table 3: Summary of Grass Football Pitches in Stratford-on-Avon.  

  

Analysis area  No. unavailable pitch sites No. available Playing Pitch Sites 
Pitches Available for Community Use 

Total Available 
Pitches 

Adult Youth 11v11 Youth 9v9 7v7 5v5 

SA1 7 5 8 5 2 3 3 21 

SA2 3 6 7 3 2 2 2 16 

SA3 2 13 11 4 4 9 6 34 

SA4 2 5 2 4 3 1 1 11 

SA5 1 13 16 6 3 4 4 33 

SA6 2 8 8 3 2 4 3 20 

Total 17 50 52 25 16 23 19 135 

 
2.10. Of the 135 available pitches in Stratford-on-Avon, 52 are adult 11v11, 25 are youth 11v11, 16 are youth 9v9, 23 are 7v7 and 19 are 5v5 pitches. Map 3 

shows the locations of all available pitch sites in Stratford-on-Avon.  
 

2.11. Table 4 summarises the unavailable pitch supply in Stratford-on-Avon, of which there are 23 pitches. 9 of these are located in SA1, 4 in SA2, 2 in SA3, 
3 in SA4, 2 in SA5 and 2 in SA6. The largest number of unavailable pitches are 7v7, mainly due to their location on primary school sites.  

 
Table 4: Summary of Unavailable Grass Football Pitches in Warwick.  

  

Site Name  Sub Area 
Number of Pitches by Type 

Total Pitches 
Adult Youth 11v11 Youth 9v9 7v7 5v5 

Alcester Academy SA1 1  1   2 

Alcester Grammar School Pitches SA1 1 1    2 

Bidford On Avon Church of England 
Primary School 

SA1    1  1 

St Benedictôs Catholic High School SA1 1     1 

St Mary's Catholic Primary School SA1    1  1 
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Site Name  Sub Area 
Number of Pitches by Type 

Total Pitches 
Adult Youth 11v11 Youth 9v9 7v7 5v5 

Studley High School SA1 1 1    2 

Salford Priors C of E Primary Academy SA1     1 1 

Claverdon Primary School SA2    1  1 

Henley in Arden High School SA2 1  1   2 

Henley-In-Arden C of E Primary School SA2    1  1 

The Dassett C of E Primary School SA3  1    1 

Harbury C of E Primary School SA3    1  1 

Shipston High School SA4 1     1 

Shipston-on-Stour Primary School SA4    2  2 

Holy Trinity C of E Primary School SA5    1 1 2 

Kineton C of E (VA) Primary School SA6    1  1 

DM Kineton SA6 1     1 

 7 3 2 9 2 23 

 

2.12. Maps 2a-2f show the distribution of available football pitch sites across the study area. Due to the number of sites each sub area has been mapped 
separately.  
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Map 2a: All football pitch in SA1 
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Map 3b: All football pitch in SA2 
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Map 4c: All football pitch in SA3 
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Map 5d: All football pitch in SA4 
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Map 6e: All football pitch in SA5 
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Map 7f: All football pitch in SA6 
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Disused Provision 
 

2.13. The NPPF defines a playing field as ñthe whole of a site which encompasses at least one playing pitch as defined in the Town and District Planning 
Order 2015. A disused site is a playing field not being used at all by any users and is not available for community hire either. Once these sites are disused 
for five or more years, they then fall outside of Sport Englandôs statutory remit. However, as this section will only consider disused football pitches, and 
does not take into account the whole of the playing field, Sport England may still be a statutory consultee for the sites below. 

 
2.14. Disused pitches must still be assessed using the criteria in paragraph 104 of the National Planning Policy Framework and Sport England may challenge 

a proposed loss of playing pitches/playing field which fails to meet such criteria.   
 

Table 5: Disused Pitches Stratford-on-Avon 

 

Site Name Postcode Sub Area Previous Pitch Size  Ownership Reason for no use 

Common Recreation Ground B80 7JH SA1 Adult 11v11 Local Authority 

No parking, no changing facilities etc. One adult 
grass 11v11 which is not in use. One crossbar broken 
of one of the goals. Not cut, not marked, uneven and 
on a slope. Dog excrement on the pitch. No 
floodlights or dugouts. Not fenced off. Not fit for 
purpose. 
 

The Welcombe Spa (The 
Welcome Hotel) 
 

CV37 
0NR 

SA5 Adult 11v11 Private 
Unmarked and unused and no other pitches 
present 

 

Proposed Supply changes 
 

2.15. SLL are aware through consultation that Stratford Town FC have ambitions to develop additional grass pitches on land adjacent to their current site in 
SA5 and have also made an agreement to develop a number grass pitches at Stratford-on-Avon racecourse, however exact details of this are yet to be 
agreed. Although there is no current timescale for these developments, the impact of them, as well as other potential changes to grass pitch supply 
should be explored at Stage D of the PPOSS. 
   

2.16. There is an ongoing planning application for the development of a 3G pitch at Studley High School in SA1 which may involve the loss of grass pitch 
provision. The implications of this will be explored at Stage D of the PPOSS.  
 

2.17. SLL are also aware of significant levels of housing development on sites across Stratford-on-Avon, in particular at Upper Lighthorne in SA6, where there 
will be up to 3,000 new homes delivered (1,651 before 2031). There is a current planning application for the development of a community recreation hub 
on site, which will include indoor sports and recreation space, MUGA, outdoor sports pitches, public open space and ancillary facilities. 
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2.18. There are also large scale developments at Long Marston Airfield (3,500 homes) and Stratford Canal Quarter (1,012 homes), both in SA5. Although 
planning applications for both sites have been approved with playing field and ancillary provision proposals, this PPOSS should play a key role in the 
identification and clarification of need and the requirement for specific pitch provision on site.  

 
2.19. All new housing developments will generate demand for additional and improved sports facility provision which should be informed by the evidence base 

provided by this PPOSS. The levels and type of demand that will be generated by new communities in Stratford-on-Avon, will again be explored in detail 
at Stage D of this PPOSS.  

 

Current Position for Football 
 

2.20. This section presents the current position for grass football pitches for the study area. It will first highlight the supply information regarding sites, number 
of pitches and their quality. Data regarding the demand for all types of football in Stratford-on-Avon will then be set out before a supply and demand 
analysis is undertaken for each site and Stratford-on-Avon as a whole.  
 

2.21. Birmingham County FA and the Football Foundation utilise  PitchPower to revolutionise the state of grass football pitches across England, ensuring that 
by 2030, grassroots football has 20,000 'good' quality pitches to enjoy. PitchPower is a web app that allows organisations to quickly and easily inspect, 
grass pitch(es) directly from a mobile phone. The app is used to submit information about pitch(es) to the Grounds Management Association who assess 
the site. After the assessment is complete, a report is received which evidences the technical quality score and provides recommendations as to what is 
needed to improve the pitch(es). The pitch quality scores given in Table 6 have been informed by the Pitch Power assessments provided by Birmingham 
County FA, however improvements may have been made since the assessments were carried out. Further, site specific details regarding PitchPower 
are provided below.  
 

2.22. The following clubs/sites are being supported by Birmingham County FA and the Football Foundation through the PitchPower process defined above. 
Through this initiative, these clubs and sites will have improved maintenance regimes with the aim of improving the quality of pitches, allowing additional 
usage during the season.  
 

2.23. The PitchPower quality ratings reflect the pitch assessment ratings in this report.  
 

¶ Alcester Town FC 

¶ Dovehouse Pitch 

¶ Harbury Recreation Ground 

¶ Hillfield AFC 

¶ Kineton Sports and Social Club 

¶ Southam United (Banbury Road) 

¶ Stratford Town FC 

https://thegma.org.uk/


 

Stratford-on-Avon District Council 
Playing Pitch Strategy - Stage C Assessment 
 

 

15 

¶ Studley Sports Centre 

¶ University of Warwick (Wellesbourne Innovation Campus) 
 

2.24. Table 6 indicates the quality assessments for each site and pitch in Stratford-on-Avon by sub area. The following information includes only sites which 
are available for community use. 
 
Table 6: Pitch Quality Stratford-on-Avon 

 

Sub Area 1 ï Alcester and Bidford on 
Avon 

Adult Pitches 
Youth 11v11 

Pitches 
Youth 9v9 

Pitches 
Mini 7v7 Mini 5v5 

Total 
No.Pitches 
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o
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Alcester Town FC 1 3  2   1   1   2   10 

Bidford Sports Association (Big Meadow)  1   1   1   1     4 

Dugdale Sports Field      1          1 

Studley Sports and Social Club 2               2 

Studley Sports Centre 1   1       1  1   4 

 4 4 0 3 1 1 1 1 0 1 2 0 3 0 0 21 

 

Sub Area 2 ï Henley in Arden 

Adult Pitches 
Youth 11v11 

Pitches 
Youth 9v9 

Pitches 
Mini 7v7 Mini 5v5 

Total 
No.Pitches 
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Arden Recreational Centre  2              2 

Claverdon Cricket Club   1             1 

Earlswood FC (The Pavilions) 1               1 

Henley Memorial Sports Ground 2   1            3 

Hillfield AFC      2   2   2  2  8 



 

Stratford-on-Avon District Council 
Playing Pitch Strategy - Stage C Assessment 
 

 

16 

Sub Area 2 ï Henley in Arden 

Adult Pitches 
Youth 11v11 

Pitches 
Youth 9v9 

Pitches 
Mini 7v7 Mini 5v5 

Total 
No.Pitches 
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Muntz Hall   1             1 

 3 2 2 1 0 2 0 0 2 0 0 2 0 2 0 16 

 

Sub Area 3 ï Southam  

Adult Pitches 
Youth 11v11 

Pitches 
Youth 9v9 

Pitches 
Mini 7v7 Mini 5v5 

Total No. 
Pitches  
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Bishops Itchington Playing Field (Bishops 
Itchington Children Park) 

 2              2 

Bobby Hancocks Park - Southam FC 1               1 

Dallas Burston Polo Club           1     1 

Fenny Compton Playing Field (Fenny 
Compton Children Park) 

          1   1  2 

Harbury Recreation Ground   1         1   1 3 

Harbury Rugby Club    1   1   1   1   4 

Long Itchington Playing Field  1              1 

Napton Sports Association 1               1 

Priors Sports Club   1             1 

Southam College 1   1   1         3 

Southam RUFC     1           1 

Southam United FC (Banbury Road Pitches)      1   1   3   1 6 

Stockton Football and Cricket Club   3      1   2   2 8 

 3 3 5 2 1 1 2 0 2 1 2 6 1 1 4 34 
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Sub Area 4 ï Shipston on Stour 

Adult Pitches 
Youth 11v11 

Pitches 
Youth 9v9 

Pitches 
Mini 7v7 Mini 5v5 

Total No. 
Pitches 
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Aunt Phoebes Recreation Ground     1           1 

Brailes Village Hall     1           1 

Ilmington Multi Sports Club (Ilmington Multi 
Sports Facility) 

  1   1   1   1   1 5 

Shipston Enterprise Centre (Norgren 
Meadow) 

    1   1        2 

Shipston Sports And Social Club  1       1        2 

 1 0 1 0 3 1 0 2 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 11 

 

Sub Area 5 ï Stratford-upon-Avon 

Adult Pitches 
Youth 11v11 

Pitches 
Youth 9v9 

Pitches 
Mini 7v7 Mini 5v5 

Total No. 
Pitches 
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Bearley Sports and Social Club 1      1   1      3 

Ettington Community Centre 1               1 

Homeguard Club 1               1 

King George V Playing Field (Hampton Lucy)  1              1 

Meon Vale Football Club   2   1          3 

NFU Sports Ground 3   1            4 

Shottery Field   1             1 

Snitterfield Sports Club  1              1 

Stratford Town FC (The Arden Garages 
Stadium) 

1      1         2 
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Sub Area 5 ï Stratford-upon-Avon 

Adult Pitches 
Youth 11v11 

Pitches 
Youth 9v9 

Pitches 
Mini 7v7 Mini 5v5 

Total No. 
Pitches 
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Stratford upon Avon School Community 
Sports Centre 

 1   2   1   1   3  8 

Swans Nest Lane Recreation Ground   1             1 

Synder Meadow  1   1       1    3 

University Of Warwick (Wellesbourne 
Innovation Campus) 

1   1      1   1   4 

 8 4 4 2 3 1 2 1 0 2 1 1 1 3 0 33 

 

Sub Area 6 ï Wellesbourne and Kineton 

Adult Pitches 
Youth 11v11 

Pitches 
Youth 9v9 

Pitches 
Mini 7v7 Mini 5v5 

Total. No 
Pitches 
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Dovehouse Pitch (Dovehouse Playing Field)       1   2      3 

Kineton High School  1   2           3 

Kineton Sports & Social Club 2         1   1   4 

Lighthorne Heath Sports Field (Lighthorne 
Heath Village Hall) 

           1   1 2 

Lighthorne Sports Ground (Lighthorne 
Pavilion) 

 1              1 

Tysoe Playing Field  1   1           2 

Warwickshire College (Moreton Morrell 
Campus) 

 2      1      1  4 

Wellesbourne Sports and Community Centre 1               1 

 3 5 0 0 3 0 1 1 0 3 0 1 1 1 1 20 
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Table 7: Overview of Pitch Quality in Stratford-on-Avon 

 

Stratford-on-Avon 

Adult Pitches 
Youth 11v11 

Pitches 
Youth 9v9 

Pitches 
Mini 7v7 Mini 5v5 

Total No. 
Pitches 
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SA1 4 4 0 3 1 1 1 1 0 1 2 0 3 0 0 21 

SA2 3 2 2 1 0 2 0 0 2 0 0 2 0 2 0 16 

SA3 3 3 5 2 1 1 2 0 2 1 2 6 1 1 4 34 

SA4 1 0 1 0 3 1 0 2 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 11 

SA5 8 4 4 2 3 1 2 1 0 2 1 1 1 3 0 33 

SA6 3 5 0 0 3 0 1 1 0 3 0 1 1 1 1 20 

Total 22 18 12 8 11 6 6 5 5 7 5 11 6 7 6 135 

 

Ancillary Facilities  
 
2.25. The quality of ancillary facilities across Stratford-on-Avon have been assessed via a combination of site visits and user consultation to reach and apply 

an agreed rating as follows:   
  

Good   

Standard   

Poor   

 
2.26. Ancillary facility ratings are primarily influenced by the type of amenities which are available on a site accompanied by their quality, such as a clubhouse, 

changing rooms, showering provision, car parking, dedicated official and spectator facilities and boundary fencing. Table 8 below identifies the findings 
for football sites that are actively utilised for football across Stratford-on-Avon. 
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Table 8: Site by site analysis of ancillary facility quality  

 

SA1  Ancillary facility quality  

Alcester Town FC Good 

Bidford Sports Association (Big Meadow) Standard ï basic facilities with difficult access due to restricted parking availability 

Dugdale Sports Field No ancillary facilities 

Studley Sports and Social Club Good 

Studley Sports Centre Good 

 

SA2  Ancillary facility quality  

Arden Recreational Centre Good 

Claverdon Cricket Club Good 

Earlswood FC (The Pavilions) Good 

Henley Memorial Sports Ground Poor ï very basic and dated facilities, with limited options for disability access.  

Hillfield AFC Good 

Muntz Hall No ancillary facilities 

 

SA3  Ancillary facility quality  

Bishops Itchington Playing Field (Bishops Itchington Children Park) 
Poor ï very basic structure which will require redevelopment. Limited parking. Poor quality changing provision 
and no other facilities.  

Bobby Hancocks Park - Southam FC Good 

Dallas Burston Polo Club Good 

Fenny Compton Playing Field (Fenny Compton Children Park) Poor ï unused aging building requiring development. Signs of external damage.  

Harbury Recreation Ground Standard ï facilities linked with village hall and located a considerable distance from some pitches.  

Harbury Rugby Club Good 
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SA3  Ancillary facility quality  

Long Itchington Playing Field Poor ï very small, basic changing and toilets provision. No parking.  

Napton Sports Association Good 

Priors Sports Club Poor ï Poor access, basic facilities  

Southam College Good 

Southam RUFC 
Standard ï small and basic provision, including changing and bar area. Small covered spectator seating also on 
pitch side. Limited parking.  

Southam United FC (Banbury Road Pitches) Poor ï Very limited provision on actual site, but good links with Bobby Hancocks Park with good ancillary facilities.  

Stockton Football and Cricket Club Good 

 

SA4  Ancillary facility quality  

Aunt Phoebes Recreation Ground Poor ï basic ancillary facilities that only include small changing provision 

Brailes Village Hall Standard ï village hall site, with very basic changing facilities.  

Ilmington Multi Sports Club (Ilmington Multi Sports Facility) Good 

Shipston Enterprise Centre (Norgren Meadow) Good  

Shipston Sports And Social Club  Good 

 

SA5 Ancillary facility quality  

Bearley Sports and Social Club Good 

Ettington Community Centre Good 

Homeguard Club Good 

King George V Playing Field (Hampton Lucy) No ancillary facilities 

Meon Vale Football Club Good 

NFU Sports Ground Good 
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SA5 Ancillary facility quality  

Shottery Field No ancillary facilities 

Snitterfield Sports Club Good 

Stratford Town FC (The Arden Garages Stadium) Good 

Stratford upon Avon School Community Sports Centre Good 

Swans Nest Lane Recreation Ground Good 

Synder Meadow Poor ï very basic provision, with just small changing facilities and seating area. 

University Of Warwick (Wellesbourne Innovation Campus) No ancillary facilities 

 

SA6 Ancillary facility quality  

Dovehouse Pitch (Dovehouse Playing Field) No ancillary facilities 

Kineton High School No ancillary facilities 

Kineton Sports & Social Club Good 

Lighthorne Heath Sports Field (Lighthorne Heath Village Hall) No ancillary facilities 

Lighthorne Sports Ground (Lighthorne Pavilion) Good  

Tysoe Playing Field 
Standard - Changing rooms and seating area in good condition, however, there is a lack of parking availability 
and disability access would be challenging 

Warwickshire College (Moreton Morrell Campus) Standard ï Poor accessibility, but average quality changing and WC provision 

Wellesbourne Sports and Community Centre Good 
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Current Demand 
 

2.27. Football is the most popular team sport across Stratford-on-Avon. With a total of 331 teams across 55 clubs. As part of the PPOSS process, all clubs 
were given the opportunity to respond to consultation, allowing them to provide their views on facilities, developments, issues and growth plans. An 
overview of the consultation is included in Table 9.  

 
Table 9: Football Consultation Summary 

 

Club Site Name Consultation Summary 

Alcester Town 
Football Club 

¶ Alcester Town FC 
(Stratford Road) 

¶ Alcester Town FC 
(Oversley Road) 

Alcester Town FC play their home matches at Stratford Road and Oversley Green grounds also called as Alcester Town FC. 
The Stratford Road ground is leased from Alcester Town Council who lease it from a private landowner whereas the Oversley 
ground is rented by the club. The ground management and pitch maintenance are carried out by the club through volunteers and 
Facilities Manager and head groundsman along with assistance from local contractors.  
 
No formal 3G usage has been identified with the club using grass pitches for training. The club has facility development plans in 
place. Pitch Maintenance grant has been secured from the Football Foundation in year 3 of a 6-year program. Currently, the club 
is applying for a grant to build a new clubhouse which has been approved in principle by the Birmingham County FA. 
 
Casual use of main pitches includes local schools and leagues for cup games and tournaments and local business for running 
soccer schools during the summer holidays. 
 

Bidford Juniors ¶ Bidford Sports 
Association 

¶ Dugdale Sports Field 

A 13 team club that are based at Bidford Sports Association, but also utilise Dugdale Sports Field for some match play activi ty, 
both of which are rented from Bidford-on-Avon Parish Council. The club also use a range of artificial training facilities both within 
and outside the study area.  
 
The club have an urgent need to find new land away from the main ground due to regular flooding. The site is often unusable 
and the club are in discussions with the parish and county councils about new pitch locations.  
 

Bishops 
Itchington FC 

¶ Bishops Itchington 
Playing Field (Bishops 
Itchington Children Park) 

 

Bishops Itchington FC use Bishops Itchington Playing Field as their home ground. The club rents the ground from the Parish 
Council who is responsible for the maintenance of the playing field. The current maintenance programme has been described as 
poor. The club undertakes rolling and marking of the pitches for the matches. The club owns the goals, nets and other equipment. 
The quality of the pitch is rated standard and the ancillary facility as poor. It is highlighted that the existing condition of the building 
is very poor. Hence, the club has been planning to get a new pavilion for the playing field.  
 
There is an all-weather MUGA adjacent to the playing field which is used for kidsô football training, tennis and netball training 
even by people from outside the village.  
 

Claverdon 
Football Club 
 

¶ Claverdon Cricket Club Claverdon Football Club leases its home ground from Claverdon Parish Council. The line marking is managed by the clubôs 
volunteers and mowing work is outsourced. The quality of pitch and maintenance programme is described as standard. The club 
also rents three other pitches namely Arrow Vale Sports Centre, Racing Club Warwick and Aylesford School.  



 

Stratford-on-Avon District Council 
Playing Pitch Strategy - Stage C Assessment 
 

 

24 

Club Site Name Consultation Summary 

All the pitches at these sites were highlighted as good and the maintenance as excellent at Arrow Vale and Racing Club Warwick 
and good at Aylesford School. However, all three sites are outside of the study area, in both Warwick and Redditch.  
 
It is recognised that the club uses the 3G pitch at Racing Club Warwick for training purpose. The club has extensive team 
development plans with aspirations to add 40 teams across age categories including both male and female teams to their existing 
roster of 8 teams over the next three seasons. To facilitate this growth, the club has plans to further develop its facility. 
 

Earlswood 
Town 
 

¶ Earlswood FC (The 
Pavilions) 

The club currently have 5 teams, based at The Pavilions, which they lease from a private family. However, the club are currently 
forced to access training provision outside of the study area at Light Hall School and Tudor Grange Academy. The club rate there 
ancillary provision are standard quality and have access to changing rooms, officials room, showers, toilets and a bar. There are 
also a pitch perimeter barrier and dugouts on site.  
 
The club have aspirations to carry out pitch improvement and drainage works on site, but are yet to secure funding to do so.  
 

HRI Harbury F. 
C. 
 

¶ Harbury Recreation 
Ground 

HRI Harbury Football Club comprises of 1 adult senior team. The club is based at Harbury Recreation ground which it rents from 
the Parish Council. The club trains at St. Nicholas Park Astro Turf using the AGP facility for 1 hour per week. The quality of the 
pitch has been described as standard. The cost of hiring is £50.50 per week. 
 
The maintenance programme at both sites have been rated as standard. While the changing facility and the pitch is managed by 
the Council, the club needs to pay separately for line marking the pitch is used by the village for hosting youth football matches.  
 

Kineton Sports 
and Social 
Club FC 
 

¶ Kineton Sports & Social 
Club 

The club plays and trains at Kineton Sports and Social Club, with additional training taking place on the AGP at Kineton High 
School. There are 5 teams ranging from U6 to Veterans, with a further 2 teams expected due to latent demand in the next 3-5 
years.  
 
The club have aspirations to develop new floodlighting on the senior pitch, which would enable them to expand their offer.  
 

Napton FC ¶ Napton Sports 
Association 

Napton FC has one adult 11v11 menôs team. The pitch quality at the Napton Sports Association has been rated as good. Site 
maintenance, including mowing and pitch preparation, is managed by Napton Sports Association volunteers, and their 
maintenance program has been recognized as excellent. 
 
For training purposes, the club uses the 3G pitch located at the same site. This artificial surface is also described as being of 
good quality. The training facility accommodates several youth teams from surrounding villages and has recently undergone 
refurbishment, partially funded by the Football Association and Football Foundation. 
 

Shipston 
Excelsior 
Football Club 
and Shipston 
Excelsior 
Junior Football 
Club 

¶ Aunt Phoebes 
Recreation Ground 

¶ Shipston Enterprise 
Centre (Norgren 
Meadow) 

Shipston Excelsior Football Club is based at two local authority owned sites ï Aunt Phoebes Recreation Ground and Shipston 
Enterprise Centre (Norgren Meadow). The club also rents Long Compton Playing Field from Long Compton Sports Club, Shipston 
Sports and Social Club and Ilmington Multi Sports Facility from Ilmington Sports Club. The club uses grass pitches all these sites 
for training purpose.  
 
In addition to the above grass pitches, the club also rents Kineton High School to use the sand-filled all-weather pitch for training. 
The weekly usage ranges from 6-7 hours.  
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Club Site Name Consultation Summary 

 ¶ Shipston Sports and 
Social Club 

¶ Ilmington Multi Sports 
Club (Ilmington Multi 
Sports Facility) 
 

All junior and senior teams travel to either Meon Vale Leisure Centre, Long Compton or Kineton High for training during the week 
and through the Winter months as there are no facilities with floodlights in Shipston. Colts play at Ilmington and U16 & U15 teams 
play matches at Long Compton.  
 
The club is exploring options to have lease agreement in place of the playing field, changing rooms and clubhouse at the Shipston 
Enterprise Centre formerly called as the Hub which has been recently acquired by the Council. It is identified that the current 
leaseholders of the facility have 50% funding for a 5v5 MUGA pitch with floodlights that would accommodate more football 
including disability and walking football, netball and various other users. The club would like to carry out developments in 
partnership with the current lease holders to make facilities in Shipston more accessible and safer for the community which will 
also help in accommodating more teams including girls. The development of the said MUGA would allow the clubs to train in 
Shipston and without the need to travel outside the county. The new facility would also accommodate the local hockey and netball 
teams. 
 

Southam 
United Minor 
and Southam 
United FC 
 

¶ Banbury Road 

¶ Bobby Hancocks Park 

Both sites are classed as good quality by the club and cater for all teamôs match play demand and some summer training demand. 
However, the club hire Napton 3G, Princethorpe College and North Leamington School AGPs for winter training.  
 
The club have a total of 19 teams, from U5 to seniors, and they have identified a latent demand of 10 teams to be realised over 
the next 3-5 years. There is only one affiliated girls only team, however there are regular girls only sessions run by the club.  
 
The club is responsible for managing and maintaining the entire site, both owned and leased. There is a volunteer who very 
marks and cuts pitches and other volunteers also support where required. However, the club require a trained professional to 
maintain the pitches to a desirable standard but are unable to afford this.  
 

Stockton FC ¶ Stockton Football and 
Cricket Club 

The club lease their ground from Cemex but have a secure 20 year agreement in place. The club utilise AGP provision for training 
and Princethorpe College, Bilton School, Rugby School and Napton Sports Facility. There are 16 individual teams ranging from 
U5 to open age senior football, with 8 female only teams included. In the past 3 years, the club has grown by approx. 8 teams 
and is predicted to grow by another 4 teams in the coming 3-5 years.  
 
The club struggle to source accessible training provision, with the majority of facilities over 30 minutes drive from the club. 
Although the clubôs ancillary provision is ok adequate quality, the changing rooms are in need of updating, for which the club are 
looking to source funding from the Football Foundation.  
 
There is also a desire to develop 3G facilities to cater for training demand, but to also share with other local teams, schools and 
community organisations.  
 

Stratford Town 
FC 

¶ Stratford Town FC (The 
Arden Garages Stadium) 

 

Stratford Town FC lease their ground from Stratford District Council. The club manage and maintain the side. The club uses 3G 
at Arden Garages for 10+ hours in a week for training. The quality of the pitch has been described as good.  
 
The club has expressed the need for development plan of all the existing facilities. No funding has been secured for any of the 
development work. It is identified that players travel to Moreton Moral fire station and schools outside the district due to lack of 
pitches to play matches. 
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Club Site Name Consultation Summary 

The club supports the community with free facilities for the elderly and free coaching to the Warwickshire FA girls as there 
appears to be lack of funding. Regular events are held with free facility usage to support the growth of football within the 
community. The support of the club for Grasshoppers from age 3 to 12 years old has seen over 200 kids playing football. 
 

Stratford Town 
Women & Girls 
FC 
 

¶ Stratford upon Avon 
School Community 
Sports Centre 

¶ Stratford Town FC (The 
Arden Garages Stadium) 

 

Stratford Town Women and Girls FC is a womenôs only club with 15 teams across multiple age groups. The club uses two venues 
as home ground. Of which the two school sites have been rented while Stratford Town FC (The Arden Garages Stadium) site 
has been leased.  
 
The club primarily uses the 3G pitch at The Arden Garages Stadium for training purposes, with a weekly usage ranging from 4 
to 5 hours. However, the quality of this pitch has been described as standard.  
 
The maintenance programs at all three venues have been rated as poor by the club. Additionally, informal usage of the school 
sites, including activities such as rounders, rugby, and student break time use, has been highlighted. Stratford Town Women and 
Girls FC has indicated of their plans to increase 3 teams over the next three seasons.    
 

Studley FC  ¶ Studley Sports Centre Studley FC comprises of one adult 11v11 menôs team using Studley Sports Centre on lease from Alycidon Properties Ltd for 
matchday and training. The quality of both grass pitch and 3G pitch has been described as good and the maintenance programme 
as excellent. The club uses the 3G for 10+ hours per week for training. The 3G has a yearly maintenance plan overseen by SIS. 
Studley Sports Centre is also used by Solihull Moors Womenôs FC.  
 
Studley FC is looking to build teams with Studley Juniors and add teams. The club is keen to add a number of teams ranging 
from 5v5 mini soccer and adult 11v11 football teams to their ranks. This expansion is supported by club facility development plan 
of building new changing rooms next to the pitch.  
 

Tysoe United 
FC 

¶ Tysoe Playing Field Tysoe United FC is based at Tysoe Playing Field, a facility hired on rent by the football club from the Parish Council. The quality 
of the pitch has been described as standard along with the current maintenance programme. 
 
The clubôs facility development plan involves addition of floodlighting.  
  

Upper 
Lighthorne FC 

¶ Lighthorne Heath Sports 
Field (Lighthorne Heath 
Village Hall) 

¶ Whitnash Recreation 
Ground 

 

Upper Lighthorne FC has 8 affiliated competitive teams. The club has an agreement to with the Parish Council to use Lighthorne 
Heath. The ground maintenance work including pitch marking, grass cutting is carried out by the football club. Additionally, the 
club rents Whitnash Recreation ground in Warwick which is managed and maintained by the Warwick District Council, as well 
as Kineton High School. The club has rated the maintenance programme of both the grounds as standard.  
 
The club uses the sand-filled artificial grass pitch at Kineton High School for training for 1 hour a week. The maintenance 
programme at this site is described as good. Girlsô team play their away games in Birmingham and surrounding areas due to the 
size of the league. The club is keen to add double the number of teams in the next 3 years. The club has plans facility development 
plans in place. There is an ongoing development in the Upper Lighthorne area by a number of developers which includes the 
development of new sport pitches. The club has identified this as an opportunity and has been in conversation to take over the 
usage of these facilities once available.   
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Club Site Name Consultation Summary 

Wellesbourne 
Wanderers 
Football Club 
 

¶ Dovehouse Pitch 
(Dovehouse Playing 
Field) 

¶ University of Warwick 
(Wellesbourne Innovation 
Campus) 

¶ Wellesbourne Sports and 
Community Centre 

Wellesbourne Wanderers FC has 500 registered players with 25 competitive teams including 3 female teams. However, the club 
does not have central location to train and play games. Currently, the club leases facilities from the Parish Council at Dovehouse 
and Wellesbourne Sports and Community Centre, where they utilize 3G pitches for over 10 hours per week. Additionally, they 
train on grass pitches at The Homeguard Club in Tiddington for 2-3 hours per week. 
 
Efforts have been made to reach out to local farmers, the University of Warwick, and the Parish and Stratford Councils for support 
in acquiring land. While the club believes they can obtain the necessary grants to develop the land, securing the land itself 
remains the primary obstacle. The club identified a suitable section of land within the University of Warwick's premises and made 
a proposal to lease or acquire it, which was rejected. Additionally, the club has found a local farmer whose land is included in 
Wellesbourne Wandererôs long-term development plans. If this development could be brought forward, the farmer has agreed to 
donate a portion of the land to your club.  
 
There are further land and airfield development plans in Wellesbourne, obtaining land and/or land with a club house as part of 
the section 106 for these developments would be ideal for the football club.  
 

 
2.28. Table 10 outlines the current football demand in Stratford-on-Avon. 

 
Table 10: Football Demand 

 

Age Groups Male Teams Female Teams Mixed Total 

 SA1 

Adult 11v11 15 2 - 17 

Youth 11v11 20 1 - 21 

9v9 16 1 - 17 

7v7 - - 13 13 

5v5 - - 11 11 

Total 51 4 24 79 

 SA2 

Adult 11v11 9 0 - 9 

Youth 11v11 13 0 - 13 

9v9 7 0 - 7 



 

Stratford-on-Avon District Council 
Playing Pitch Strategy - Stage C Assessment 
 

 

28 

Age Groups Male Teams Female Teams Mixed Total 

7v7 - - 8 8 

5v5 - - 9 9 

Total 29 0 17 46 

 SA3 

Adult 11v11 15 2 - 17 

Youth 11v11 12 4 - 16 

9v9 10 5 - 15 

7v7 - - 19 19 

5v5 - - 12 12 

Total 37 11 31 79 

 SA4 

Adult 11v11 5 0 - 5 

Youth 11v11 7 0 - 7 

9v9 5 0 - 5 

7v7 - - 4 4 

5v5 - - 3 3 

Total 17 0 7 24 

 SA5 

Adult 11v11 13 1 - 14 

Youth 11v11 11 6 - 17 

9v9 5 4 - 9 

7v7 - - 5 5 

5v5 - - 4 4 

Total 29 11 9 49 

 SA6 
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Age Groups Male Teams Female Teams Mixed Total 

Adult 11v11 7 1 - 8 

Youth 11v11 11 1 - 12 

9v9 12 0 - 12 

7v7 - - 13 13 

5v5 - - 9 9 

Total 30 2 22 54 

 Stratford-on-Avon Total 

Adult 11v11 64 6 - 70 

Youth 11v11 74 12 - 86 

9v9 55 10 - 65 

7v7 - - 62 62 

5v5 - - 48 48 

Total 193 28 110 331 

 
2.29. Table 11 outlines the current football provision for women and girls in Stratford-on-Avon, focussing on female only teams (team numbers below are 

included in the overall data).  
 

2.30. It should be noted that the level of female only provision at Khalsa, only relates to the clubs football activity in Stratford-on-Avon district. The club have 
an additional U15 female team that are based at Newbold Comyn in Warwick.  

 
Table 11: Female Only Football Provision  

 

Club Sub Area Adult 11v11 Youth 11v11 9v9 7v7 5v5 Total No. Teams 

Alcester Town FC SA1   1 1     2 

Bromsgrove 
Sporting Girls 

SA1 2         2 

Khalsa SA3   2 1 1   4 

Lillington Juniors SA3 1         1 
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Club Sub Area Adult 11v11 Youth 11v11 9v9 7v7 5v5 Total No. Teams 

Long Itchington SA3 1         1 

Stockton Juniors SA3   1 2 4 2 9 

Ilmington United SA4     1     1 

Stratford Town 
Women and Girls 

SA5 1 6 4 2 2 15 

Upper Lighthorne SA6         1 1 

Wellesbourne 
Wanderers 

SA6 1 1       2 

Totals  6 11 9 7 5 38 

 

Demand Driven by Exported/Imported Demand 
 

2.31. 11 teams from clubs based in Stratford-on-Avon were identified as playing outside of the study area. Studley Juniors, Claverdon FC, Khalsa, Warwickshire 
College and Wellesbourne Wanderers all have home grounds across Stratford-on-Avon but meet some of their demand on pitches outside of the study 
area. This suggests a lack of available peak time capacity on sites. However, in consultation only Stratford Town Colts highlighted any desire to return 
all demand to their home site and aim to do this with the development of additional grass pitches. One team from Studley Juniors uses pitch provision at 
Woodfield Academy in Redditch, due to its close proximity to the border and lack of available peak time capacity at Studley Sports Centre.  
 

2.32. 8 teams from 6 clubs were identified as playing in Stratford-on-Avon from clubs that were based outside of the study area. BRS United (Birmingham), 
HC Raiders (Solihull), Alvechurch FC (Bromsgrove), Mayfly Tigers (Solihull), Mercia (Tamworth) and Sollihull Moors (Solihull) are all based outside of 
the study area but utilise pitches within Stratford-on-Avon. Alvechurch Village, HC Raiders, Mayfly Tigers, Mercia and Solihull Moors are all located within 
an easily accessible distance to the study area, however BRS United are located a 25 minute drive away from Earlswood FC where one team plays their 
matches. This is suggesting that they are more likely to leave the study area if capacity becomes available at their home site.  
 

Demand Driven by Latent Demand 
 

2.33. Latent demand is demand that evidence suggests may be generated from the current population but cannot be met for a number of reasons. Clubs may 
identify that could grow team numbers if they had access to more pitches, improved surfaces, training facilities, increased coach availability etc.   
 

2.34. However, latent demand predictions are often not accurate as they are generated through club consultation, meaning they may not actually be realised 
in the long term. Therefore, this Stage C assessment will consider future demand generated through population growth only, and the impact of latent 
demand predictions will be explored as part of the Stage D analysis. However, an overview of latent demand highlighted through consultation is included 
in Table 12.  
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Table 12: Latent Demand Predictions  

 

Club Sub Area 
Male Adult 

11v11 

Female 
Adult 
11v11 

Male 
Youth 
11v11 

Female 
Youth 
11v11 

Boys 9v9 Girls 9v9 7v7 5v5 Total No. Teams 

Alcester Town Football 
Club 

SA1 1 1 1 2   1 1 7 

Studley FC  SA1  1 1 1 1 1 2 4 11 

Claverdon Football Club 
 

SA2 3 1 5 3 5 3 8 8 36 

Southam United Minor 
and Southam United FC 
 

SA3  1  1  1 1 6 10 

Stockton FC SA3  1      3 4 

Shipston Excelsior 
Football Club and 
Shipston Excelsior Junior 
Football Club 
 

SA4  1  1  1 1 2 6 

Stratford Town FC SA5  3 3 5 5 5 10 10 41 

Stratford Town Women & 
Girls FC 
 

SA5  1  1    1 3 

Kineton Sports and 
Social Club FC 
 

SA6     1   1 2 

Upper Lighthorne FC SA6 1 1 3 1 2 1 3 3 15 

Wellesbourne Wanderers 
Football Club 

SA6   4 2 4 2 7 6 25 

Total 5 11 17 17 18 14 33 45 160 

 
2.35. A total latent demand of 160 teams has been identified through consultation with clubs across the study area. 16 Adult 11v11, 34 Youth 11v11, 32 9v9, 

33 7v7 and 45 5v5 teams.  
 

2.36. It should also be noted that West Midlandôs Foxes, an elite recruitment football centre, currently utilise Kineton AGP for one of their centres. Although 
the organisation has not yet formed any formal teams within Stratford-on-Avon, they do have ambitions to do so in the upcoming season.  
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Football Supply and Demand information  
 

2.37. For every site that has grass football provision, an analysis has been undertaken to assess whether each pitch on the site has enough capacity to meet 
the current level of demand for affiliated football. This analysis has been undertaken for two separate time periods; a) weekly and b) during the peak 
period.  
 

2.38. This compares the weekly carrying capacity (in Match Equivalent Sessions ï MES) of each individual pitch type with the demand that is placed upon that 
pitch type over the full week. It may also be referred to as the ótheoretical capacityô as it assumes that demand will be spread across the week and is 
calculated solely from the theoretical carrying capacity of the pitch to withstand training and match play. Table 13 below illustrates how weekly carrying 
capacity is allocated to each pitch type, depending on its quality rating. 

 
Table 13: Carrying Capacity per Pitch Type. All Figures in MES 

 

Quality score Adult football Youth football Mini soccer 

Good (80-100%) 3 4 6 

Standard (50-79.9%) 2 2 4 

Poor (0-49.9%) 1 1 2 

 
2.39. Tables 14 ï 19 below provide an overview of all pitch capacity and demand across all available sites across Stratford-on-Avon, categorised by pitch type 

and sub area. All unavailable sites have been dismissed from this list as there is no community use on these sites. 
 

2.40. All teams have been assigned 0.5 MES per week. However, if a youth 9v9, 7v7 or 5v5 team participates on a senior pitch, then they have been assigned 
0.25 MES of demand. This is due to the decrease in impact they will have on the surface. If a club has highlighted that training takes place on the grass 
pitches, then additional demand has been allocated to that pitch.  
 

2.41. It is assumed that all education-based pitches have usage of 1 MES per week due to curricular/extra-curricular activity, the exception being where the 
actual demand for MES from affiliated clubs has been identified on the site. In this case, an additional 1 MES will be added to known football club 
demand. Education usage does not affect peak time capacity. However, if an education site pitch is of standard or poor quality, it is assumed it cannot 
sustain any additional demand outside of school usage.  
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Table 14: Capacity Analysis for Grass Football Pitches ï SA1 

 

Site name 
Security 
of Use 

Pitch Supply No. Pitches 
Pitch 
Quality 
Rating 

P
it

c
h

 c
a
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a
c

it
y

 

M
E

S
 

P
it

c
h

 d
e
m

a
n

d
 

M
E

S
 

Balance 
Weekly MES 

Peak period MES 

Alcester Town FC  Secure 
Adult Football 
11v11 

3 Standard 6 2 4 1 

Alcester Town FC  Secure 
Adult Football 
11v11 

1 Good 3 1.5 1.5 No spare capacity 

Alcester Town FC  Secure Mini Soccer 5v5 2 Good 12 1.5 10.5 0.5  

Alcester Town FC  Secure Mini Soccer 7v7 1 Good 6 2.5 3.5 No spare capacity 

Alcester Town FC  Secure 
Youth Football 
11v11 

2 Good 4 2.5 1.5 No spare capacity 

Alcester Town FC  Secure 
Youth Football 
9v9 

1 Good 4 3.5 0.5 No spare capacity 

Bidford Sports Association (The Big 
Meadow) 

Secure 
Adult Football 
11v11 

1 Standard 2 1 1 No spare capacity 

Bidford Sports Association (The Big 
Meadow) 

Secure Mini Soccer 7v7 1 Standard 4 3 1 No spare capacity 

Bidford Sports Association (The Big 
Meadow) 

Secure 
Youth Football 
11v11 

1 Standard 2 0.5 1.5 0.5 

Bidford Sports Association (The Big 
Meadow) 

Secure 
Youth Football 
9v9 

1 Standard 2 0.5 1.5 0.5 

Dugdale Sports Field Secure 
Youth Football 
11v11 

1 Poor 1 1.5 -0.5 No spare capacity 

Studley Sports And Social Club Secure 
Adult Football 
11v11 

2 Good 6 1.5 4.5 0.5 

Studley Sports Centre Secure 
Adult Football 
11v11 

1 Good 3 2 1 No spare capacity 

Studley Sports Centre Secure Mini Soccer 5v5 1 Good 6 2 4 No spare capacity 

Studley Sports Centre Secure Mini Soccer 7v7 1 Standard 4 3.5 0.5 No spare capacity 

Studley Sports Centre Secure 
Youth Football 
11v11 

1 Good 4 6.5 -2.5 No spare capacity 
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Table 15: Capacity Analysis for Grass Football Pitches ï SA2 

  

Site name 
Security 
of Use 

Pitch Supply No. Pitches 
Pitch 
Quality 
Rating 

P
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 c
a
p

a
c

it
y

 

M
E
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P
it

c
h

 d
e
m

a
n

d
 

M
E

S
 

Balance 
Weekly MES 

Peak period MES 

Arden Recreational Centre (Henley 
Forest FC) 

Secure 
Adult Football 
11v11 

2 Standard 2 0 2 2 

Claverdon Cricket Club Secure 
Adult Football 
11v11 

1 Poor 1 2.75 -1.75 No spare capacity 

Earlswood FC (The Pavilions) Secure 
Adult Football 
11v11 

1 Good 3 2 1 No spare capacity 

Henley Memorial Sports Ground Secure 
Adult Football 
11v11 

2 Good 6 0.5 5.5 1.5 

Henley Memorial Sports Ground Secure 
Youth Football 
11v11 

1 Good 4 1 3 No spare capacity 

Hillfield AFC Secure 
Youth Football 
11v11 

2 Poor 2 5 -3 No spare capacity 

Hillfield AFC Secure Mini Soccer 7v7 2 Poor 4 2.5 1.5 No spare capacity 

Hillfield AFC Secure Mini Soccer 5v5 2 Standard 8 3 5 No spare capacity 

Hillfield AFC Secure 
Youth Football 
9v9 

2 Poor 2 3 -1 No spare capacity 

Muntz Hall Secure 
Adult Football 
11v11 

1 Poor 1 1 0 No spare capacity 

 
Table 16: Capacity Analysis for Grass Football Pitches ï SA3 

 

Site name 
Security 
of Use 

Pitch Supply No. Pitches 
Pitch 
Quality 
Rating 

P
it

c
h

 c
a
p

a
c

it
y

 

M
E

S
 

P
it
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h

 d
e
m

a
n

d
 

M
E

S
 

Balance 
Weekly MES 

Peak period MES 

Bishops Itchington Playing Field 
(Bishops Itchington Children Park) 

Secure 
Adult Football 
11v11 

2 Standard 4 1.5 2.5 0.5 



 

Stratford-on-Avon District Council 
Playing Pitch Strategy - Stage C Assessment 
 

 

35 

Site name 
Security 
of Use 

Pitch Supply No. Pitches 
Pitch 
Quality 
Rating 

P
it

c
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 c
a
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y

 

M
E

S
 

P
it
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h

 d
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n

d
 

M
E

S
 

Balance 
Weekly MES 

Peak period MES 

Bobby Hancocks Park - Southam FC Secure 
Adult Football 
11v11 

1 Good 3 0.5 2.5 No spare capacity1 

Dallas Burston Polo Club Secure Mini Soccer 7v7 1 Standard 4 1 3 No spare capacity 

Fenny Compton Playing Field (Fenny 
Compton Children Park) 

Secure Mini Soccer 7v7 1 Standard 4 0 4 1 

Fenny Compton Playing Field (Fenny 
Compton Children Park) 

Secure Mini Soccer 5v5 1 Standard 4 0 4 1 

Harbury Recreation Ground Secure 
Adult Football 
11v11 

1 Poor 1 2.5 -1.5 No spare capacity 

Harbury Recreation Ground Secure Mini Soccer 5v5 1 Poor 2 1 1 No spare capacity 

Harbury Recreation Ground Secure Mini Soccer 7v7 1 Poor 2 1 1 No spare capacity 

Harbury Rugby Club Secure 
Youth Football 
11v11 

1 Good 4 0.5 3.5 No spare capacity 

Harbury Rugby Club Secure 
Youth Football 
9v9 

1 Good 4 1 3 No spare capacity 

Harbury Rugby Club Secure Mini Soccer 7v7 1 Good 6 2 4 No spare capacity 

Harbury Rugby Club2 Secure Mini Soccer 5v5 1 Good 6 1.5 4.5 No spare capacity 

Long Itchington Playing Field Secure 
Adult Football 
11v11 

1 Standard 2 1.5 0.5 No spare capacity 

Napton Sports Association Secure 
Adult Football 
11v11 

1 Good 3 0.5 2.5 0.5 

Priors Sports Club Secure 
Adult Football 
11v11 

1 Poor 1 0 1 1 

Southam College Unsecure 
Adult Football 
11v11 

1 Good 3 1 2 1 

Southam College Unsecure 
Youth Football 
11v11 

1 Good 4 1 3 1 

 
1 Bobby Hanocks Park (Southam FC) does not offer any spare capacity despite the low demand, due to the level of competition the club play at. Any spare capacity would be saved.  
2 All pitches at Harbury Rugby Club are over marked with rugby union pitches, therefore there can be no spare capacity due to shared usage of the pitches.  
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Site name 
Security 
of Use 

Pitch Supply No. Pitches 
Pitch 
Quality 
Rating 

P
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M
E

S
 

Balance 
Weekly MES 

Peak period MES 

Southam College Unsecure 
Youth Football 
9v9 

1 Good 4 1 3 1 

Southam RUFC Secure 
Youth Football 
11v11 

1 Standard 2 0.5 1.5 No spare capacity3 

Southam United FC (Banbury Road 
Pitches) 

Secure 
Youth Football 
11v11 

1 Poor 1 2 -1 No spare capacity 

Southam United FC (Banbury Road 
Pitches) 

Secure Mini Soccer 7v7 3 Poor 6 3.5 2.5 No spare capacity 

Southam United FC (Banbury Road 
Pitches) 

Secure 
Youth Football 
9v9 

1 Poor 1 1.5 -0.5 No spare capacity 

Southam United FC (Banbury Road 
Pitches) 

Secure Mini Soccer 5v5 1 Poor 2 2 0 No spare capacity 

Stockton Football and Cricket Club Secure 
Adult Football 
11v11 

3 Poor 3 3 0 No spare capacity 

Stockton Football and Cricket Club Secure 
Youth Football 
9v9 

1 Poor 1 1.5 0.5 No spare capacity 

Stockton Football and Cricket Club Secure Mini Soccer 7v7 2 Poor 4 3 1 No spare capacity 

Stockton Football and Cricket Club Secure Mini Soccer 5v5 2 Poor 4 2 2 No spare capacity 

 
Table 17: Capacity Analysis for Grass Football Pitches ï SA4 

 

Site name 
Security 
of Use 

Pitch Supply No. Pitches 
Pitch 
Quality 
Rating 
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S
 

Balance 
Weekly MES 

Peak period MES 

Aunt Phoebes Recreation Ground Secure 
Youth Football 
11v11 

1 Standard 2 1 1 No spare capacity 

 
3 The pitch at Southam RUFC is over marked with a rugby union pitch, therefore there can be no spare capacity due to shared usage. 
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Site name 
Security 
of Use 

Pitch Supply No. Pitches 
Pitch 
Quality 
Rating 

P
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S
 

Balance 
Weekly MES 

Peak period MES 

Brailes Village Hall Secure 
Youth Football 
11v11 

1 Standard 2 0 1 1 

Ilmington Multi Sports Club  Secure 
Adult Football 
11v11 

1 Poor 1 0.5 0.5 0.5 

Ilmington Multi Sports Club  Secure 
Youth Football 
11v11 

1 Poor 1 1 0 No spare capacity 

Ilmington Multi Sports Club  Secure Mini Soccer 7v7 1 Poor 2 1 1 No spare capacity 

Ilmington Multi Sports Club  Secure Mini Soccer 5v5 1 Poor 2 0.5 1.5 0.5 

Ilmington Multi Sports Club  Secure 
Youth Football 
9v9 

1 Poor 1 1.5 -0.5 No spare capacity 

Shipston Enterprise Centre (Norgren 
Meadow) 

Secure 
Youth Football 
11v11 

1 Standard 2 1 1 No spare capacity 

Shipston Enterprise Centre (Norgren 
Meadow) 

Secure 
Youth Football 
9v9 

1 Standard 2 0.5 1.5 0.5 

Shipston Sports And Social Club  Secure 
Adult Football 
11v11 

1 Good 3 1.5 1.5 No spare capacity 

Shipston Sports And Social Club  Secure 
Youth Football 
9v9 

1 Standard 2 3.5 -1.5 No spare capacity 

 
Table 18: Capacity Analysis for Grass Football Pitches ï SA5 

 

Site name 
Security 
of Use 

Pitch Supply No. Pitches 
Pitch Quality 
Rating 
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Balance 
Weekly MES 

Peak period MES 

Bearley Sports and Social Club Secure 
Adult Football 
11v11 

1 Good 3 0.5 2.5 0.5 

Bearley Sports and Social Club Secure 
Youth Football 
9v9 

1 Good 4 2 2 No spare capacity 
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Site name 
Security 
of Use 

Pitch Supply No. Pitches 
Pitch Quality 
Rating 

P
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M
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S
 

Balance 
Weekly MES 

Peak period MES 

Bearley Sports and Social Club Secure Mini Soccer 7v7 1 Good 6 0 6 1 

Ettington Community Centre Secure 
Adult Football 
11v11 

1 Good 3 0.5 2.5 0.5 

Homeguard Club Secure 
Adult Football 
11v11 

1 Good 3 3 0 No spare capacity 

King George V Playing Field (Hampton 
Lucy) 

Secure 
Adult Football 
11v11 

1 Standard 2 0 2 1 

Meon Vale Football Club Secure 
Adult Football 
11v11 

2 Poor 2 0.5 1.5 0.5 

Meon Vale Football Club Secure 
Youth Football 
11v11 

1 Poor 1 0.5 0.5 0.5 

NFU Sports Ground Secure 
Adult Football 
11v11 

3 Good 9 1.5 7.5 1.5 

NFU Sports Ground Secure 
Youth Football 
11v11 

1 Good 4 2 2 No spare capacity 

Shottery Field Secure 
Adult Football 
11v11 

1 Poor 1 0 1 1 

Snitterfield Sports Club Secure 
Adult Football 
11v11 

1 Standard 2 0.5 1.5 0.5 

Stratford Town FC (The Arden 
Garages Stadium) 

Secure 
Adult Football 
11v11 

1 Good 3 3 0 No spare capacity 

Stratford Town FC (The Arden 
Garages Stadium) 

Secure 
Youth Football 
9v9 

1 Good 4 3 1 No spare capacity 

Stratford upon Avon School 
Community Sports Centre 

Secure 
Adult Football 
11v11 

1 Standard 2 1 1 No spare capacity 

Stratford upon Avon School 
Community Sports Centre 

Secure 
Youth Football 
11v11 

2 Standard 4 2.5 1.5 No spare capacity 

Stratford upon Avon School 
Community Sports Centre 

Secure 
Youth Football 
9v9 

1 Standard 2 1.5 0.5 No spare capacity 

Stratford upon Avon School 
Community Sports Centre 

Secure Mini Soccer 7v7 1 Standard 4 3 1 No spare capacity 

Stratford upon Avon School 
Community Sports Centre 

Secure Mini Soccer 5v5 3 Standard 12   1 11 No spare capacity 
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Site name 
Security 
of Use 

Pitch Supply No. Pitches 
Pitch Quality 
Rating 

P
it
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 c
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a
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y

 

M
E

S
 

P
it

c
h

 d
e
m

a
n

d
 

M
E

S
 

Balance 
Weekly MES 

Peak period MES 

Swans Nest Lane Recreation Ground Secure 
Adult Football 
11v11 

1 Poor 1 0 1 1 

Synder Meadow Secure 
Adult Football 
11v11 

1 Standard 2 1 1 No spare capacity 

Synder Meadow Secure 
Youth Football 
11v11 

1 Standard 2 1.5 0.5 0.5 

Synder Meadow Secure Mini Soccer 7v7 1 Poor 2 0 2 1 

University Of Warwick (Wellesbourne 
Innovation Campus) 

Secure 
Adult Football 
11v11 

1 Good 3 2.5 0.5 No spare capacity 

University Of Warwick (Wellesbourne 
Innovation Campus) 

Secure 
Youth Football 
11v11 

1 Good 3 2.5 0.5 No spare capacity 

University Of Warwick (Wellesbourne 
Innovation Campus) 

Secure Mini Soccer 7v7 1 Good 6 2.5 3.5 No spare capacity 

University Of Warwick (Wellesbourne 
Innovation Campus) 

Secure Mini Soccer 5v5 1 Good 6 3 2 No spare capacity 

 
Table 19: Capacity Analysis for Grass Football Pitches ï SA6 

 

Site name 
Security 
of Use 

Pitch Supply No. Pitches 
Pitch Quality 
Rating 

P
it

c
h

 c
a
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a
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y
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E

S
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 d
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M
E

S
 

Balance 
Weekly MES 

Peak period MES 

Dovehouse Pitch  Secure 
Youth Football 
9v9 

1 Good 4 3.5 0.5 No spare capacity 

Dovehouse Pitch  Secure Mini Soccer 7v7 2 Good 12 1 11 1 

Kineton High School Secure 
Adult Football 
11v11 

1 Standard 2 1 1 1 
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Site name 
Security 
of Use 

Pitch Supply No. Pitches 
Pitch Quality 
Rating 

P
it
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 c
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M
E

S
 

Balance 
Weekly MES 

Peak period MES 

Kineton High School Secure4 
Youth Football 
11v11 

2 Standard 4 1.5 2.5 1 

Kineton Sports & Social Club Secure 
Adult Football 
11v11 

2 Good 6 1.5 4.5 0.5 

Kineton Sports & Social Club Secure Mini Soccer 7v7 1 Good 6 1 5 No spare capacity 

Kineton Sports & Social Club Secure Mini Soccer 5v5 1 Good 6 0 6 1 

Lighthorne Heath Sports Field 
(Lighthorne Heath Village Hall) 

Secure Mini Soccer 7v7 1 Poor 2 1 1 No spare capacity 

Lighthorne Heath Sports Field 
(Lighthorne Heath Village Hall) 

Secure Mini Soccer 5v5 1 Poor 2 1.5 0.5 No spare capacity 

Lighthorne Sports Ground (Lighthorne 
Pavilion) 

Secure 
Adult Football 
11v11 

1 Standard 2 0 2 1 

Tysoe Playing Field Secure 
Adult Football 
11v11 

1 Standard 2 1.5 0.5 No spare capacity 

Tysoe Playing Field Secure 
Youth Football 
11v11 

1 Standard 2 3 -1 No spare capacity 

Warwickshire College (Moreton Morrell 
Campus) 

Secure Mini Soccer 5v5 1 Standard 4 0 4 1 

Warwickshire College (Moreton Morrell 
Campus) 

Secure 
Adult Football 
11v11 

2 Standard 4 1 3 1 

Warwickshire College (Moreton Morrell 
Campus) 

Secure 
Youth Football 
9v9 

1 Standard 2 0 2 1 

Wellesbourne Sports and Community 
Centre 

Secure 
Youth Football 
9v9 

1 Good 2 1.5 0.5 No spare capacity 

 

  

 
4 Community use agreement to be in place once school development is complete 
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Future Demand 
 

Demand Driven by Population Growth 
 

2.42. To calculate the future demand for football in the Study Area, Team Generation Rates have been calculated using the current number of teams and the 
current population. This measure allows us to calculate what size of population (for various age groups) will typically cause enough demand to create a 
football team in each of the age categories. 
 

2.43. This Team Generation Rate can then be applied to the population projections for the Study Area to confirm how population growth or reduction will affect 
the number of teams in each of the key age groups. It is to be noted that population is just one factor in estimating future teams. Other factors such as 
NGB initiatives and amount of available provision has a large level of influence. 

 
2.44. Table 20 below demonstrates that there is an anticipated total increase of 62 teams across Stratford-on-Avon due to population growth. A full breakdown 

by age group and sub area can be seen below: 
 

Table 20: Future demand driven by population growth.  

 

Age Groups 
Current no. of 
teams 

Current 
Population 

Future Population 
2050 

Current TGR 
Population 
change 

Projected team no. 
change 

SA1 ï Alcester and Bidford-on-Avon 

Adult Men 11v11 (16-45yrs) 15 4213 4961 281 748 3 

Adult Women 11v11 (16-45yrs) 2 4299 4923 2150 624 0 

Youth Boys 11v11 (12-15yrs) 20 594 710 30 116 4 

Youth Girls 11v11 (12-15yrs) 1 597 707 597 110 0 

Youth Boys 9v9 (10-11yrs) 16 302 361 19 59 3 

Youth Girls 9v9 (10-11yrs) 1 309 364 309 55 0 

Mini Soccer Mixed 7v7 (8-9yrs) 13 582 676 45 94 2 

Mini Soccer Mixed 5v5 (6-7yrs) 11 542 693 49 151 3 

Total projected new teams by 2050 15 
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Age Groups 
Current no. of 
teams 

Current 
Population 

Future Population 
2050 

Current TGR 
Population 
change 

Projected team no. 
change 

SA2 ï Henley-in-Arden 

Adult Men 11v11 (16-45yrs) 9 1707 2010 190 303 2 

Adult Women 11v11 (16-45yrs) 0 1742 1994 0 252 0 

Youth Boys 11v11 (12-15yrs) 13 241 288 19 47 3 

Youth Girls 11v11 (12-15yrs) 0 242 287 0 45 0 

Youth Boys 9v9 (10-11yrs) 7 123 146 18 23 1 

Youth Girls 9v9 (10-11yrs) 0 125 148 0 23 0 

Mini Soccer Mixed 7v7 (8-9yrs) 8 236 274 30 38 1 

Mini Soccer Mixed 5v5 (6-7yrs) 9 220 281 24 61 2 

Total projected new teams by 2040 9 

  

SA3 ï Southam 

Adult Men 11v11 (16-45yrs) 15 3586 4223 239 637 3 

Adult Women 11v11 (16-45yrs) 2 3659 4191 1830 532 0 

Youth Boys 11v11 (12-15yrs) 12 506 604 42 98 2 

Youth Girls 11v11 (12-15yrs) 4 509 602 127 93 1 

Youth Boys 9v9 (10-11yrs) 10 257 307 26 50 2 

Youth Girls 9v9 (10-11yrs) 5 263 310 53 47 1 

Mini Soccer Mixed 7v7 (8-9yrs) 19 495 576 26 81 3 

Mini Soccer Mixed 5v5 (6-7yrs) 12 461 590 38 129 3 

Total projected new teams by 2040 15 

  

SA4 ï Shipston on Stour 

Adult Men 11v11 (16-45yrs) 5 2117 2493 423 376 1 
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Age Groups 
Current no. of 
teams 

Current 
Population 

Future Population 
2050 

Current TGR 
Population 
change 

Projected team no. 
change 

Adult Women 11v11 (16-45yrs) 0 2160 2474 0 314 0 

Youth Boys 11v11 (12-15yrs) 7 299 357 43 58 1 

Youth Girls 11v11 (12-15yrs) 0 300 355 0 55 0 

Youth Boys 9v9 (10-11yrs) 5 152 181 30 29 1 

Youth Girls 9v9 (10-11yrs) 0 155 183 0 28 0 

Mini Soccer Mixed 7v7 (8-9yrs) 4 292 340 73 48 1 

Mini Soccer Mixed 5v5 (6-7yrs) 3 272 348 91 76 1 

Total projected new teams by 2040 5 

  

SA5 ï Stratford-upon-Avon 

Adult Men 11v11 (16-45yrs) 13 7215 8498 555 1283 2 

Adult Women 11v11 (16-45yrs) 1 7363 8431 7363 1068 0 

Youth Boys 11v11 (12-15yrs) 11 1018 1216 93 198 2 

Youth Girls 11v11 (12-15yrs) 6 1023 1211 171 188 1 

Youth Boys 9v9 (10-11yrs) 5 518 618 104 100 1 

Youth Girls 9v9 (10-11yrs) 4 530 624 133 94 1 

Mini Soccer Mixed 7v7 (8-9yrs) 5 996 1158 199 162 1 

Mini Soccer Mixed 5v5 (6-7yrs) 4 928 1187 232 259 1 

Total projected new teams by 2040 9 

  

SA6 ï Wellesbourne and Kineton 

Adult Men 11v11 (16-45yrs) 7 2744 3231 392 487 1 

Adult Women 11v11 (16-45yrs) 1 2800 3206 2800 406 0 

Youth Boys 11v11 (12-15yrs) 11 387 462 35 75 2 
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Age Groups 
Current no. of 
teams 

Current 
Population 

Future Population 
2050 

Current TGR 
Population 
change 

Projected team no. 
change 

Youth Girls 11v11 (12-15yrs) 1 389 461 389 72 0 

Youth Boys 9v9 (10-11yrs) 12 197 235 16 38 2 

Youth Girls 9v9 (10-11yrs) 0 201 237 0 36 0 

Mini Soccer Mixed 7v7 (8-9yrs) 13 379 440 29 61 2 

Mini Soccer Mixed 5v5 (6-7yrs) 9 353 451 39 98 2 

Total projected new teams by 2050 9 

TOTAL NEW TEAMS ï Stratford-on-Avon 62 

 
2.45. Table 20 illustrates the projected growth across each football age group. The largest growth will be generated by male Youth 11v11 teams, with 14 

additional teams expected in Stratford-on-Avon by 2050. When considering growth by sub area, both SA1 and SA3 will see 15 additional teams, SA2, 
SA5 and SA6 will each have 9 additional teams and SA4 will have 5 new teams due to population growth.  
 

2.46. Table 21 shows the future number of teams in Stratford-on-Avon by age group and sex, driven by population growth to 2050.  
 

Table 21: Future team numbers by 2050 ï population growth only. 

 

 
Adult 11v11 Youth 11v11 Youth 9v9 Mini 

Total 
M F M F M F Mixed 7v7 Mixed 5v5 

SA1 18 2 24 1 19 1 15 14 94 

SA2 11 0 16 0 8 0 9 11 55 

SA3 18 2 14 5 12 6 22 15 94 

SA4 6 0 8 0 6 0 5 4 29 

SA5 15 1 13 7 6 5 6 5 58 

SA6 8 1 13 1 14 0 15 11 63 

Total 76 6 88 14 65 12 72 60 393  
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2.47. Utilising the current demand figures for football, and how the population of Stratford-on-Avon is projected to grow by 2050, we can provide an estimation 
of the future level of demand in Stratford-on-Avon. This data, shown in MES, assumes that teams will require access to 0.5 MES per week, due to playing 
away from their home ground every other week.  

 
2.48. Table 22 highlights how these future team numbers will impact the demand in MES for football provision. There is predicted to be a total future demand 

for 196.5 MES per week by 2050, when considering future population growth.  

 
Table 22: Future demand driven by population growth in MES. 

 

 
Adult 11v11 Youth 11v11 Youth 9v9 Mini Total 

(MES) M F M F M F Mixed 7v7 Mixed 5v5 

SA1 9 1 12 0.5 9.5 0.5 7.5 7 47 

SA2 5.5 0 8 0 4 0 4.5 5.5 27.5 

SA3 9 1 7 2.5 6 3 11 7.5 47 

SA4 3 0 4 0 3 0 2.5 2 14.5 

SA5 7.5 0.5 6.5 3.5 3 2.5 3 2.5 29 

SA6 4 0.5 6.5 0.5 7 0 7.5 5.5 31.5 

Total 38 3 44 7 32.5 6 36 30 196.5 

 
2.49. Although this PPS must consider future growth based on team generation rates and population growth, current FA modelling suggests a national average 

of 3.09% year on year growth of affiliated football teams due to increased popularity of the sport, and Birmingham County FA project a growth of 128 
teams by 2030. This would generate a significant amount of additional demand and would have a serious impact on the availability of both grass and 3G 
pitch provision in Stratford-on-Avon which can be explored further as part of Stage D of the PPOSS.  
 

Current and Future Peak Time Capacity Analysis 
 
2.50. All tables in the sections below show the capacity position, in MES, by sub area, currently and to 2050 for sites with secure community use.  
 

Adult 11v11 Analysis total Peak Capacity 
 
2.51. Table 23 provides the current and future position for secure 11v11 adult grass pitch provision across the full study area, for peak times. 
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2.52. The data demonstrates that there is currently 14.25 MES of spare capacity for adult 11v11 pitches across the study area. Although all sub areas have 
spare capacity, a significant proportion of this is located in SA5 (6.5 MES), created by the large number of available, secure pitches.  
 

2.53. There is currently -1.75 MES of overplay at Claverdon Cricket Club (SA2) and -1.5 MES of deficit at Harbury Recreation Ground (SA3).  

 
2.54. If unsecure pitches at Southam College (SA3) were added into the analysis, there would be an additional 1 MES of capacity in SA3, bringing the total 

current position to 15.25 MES. There is currently no community use on the pitch, and it is used solely for curricular and extra-curricular usage.  

 
2.55. When taking population growth is taken into account, the levels of spare capacity are expected to reduce by 6 MES to 8.25 MES by 2050 across the 

study area. There will be no remaining spare capacity in SA1 or SA4, and a deficit of -0.5 MES in SA3.  
 
Table 23: Adult 11v11 Supply and Demand Analysis - Peak. All Figures in MES 

 

Analysis Area Spare capacity MES (Peak) Total Overplay Current position Future demand  Future position 

SA1 1.5 0 1.5 1.5 0 

SA2 3.5 -1.75 1.75 1 0.75 

SA3 2 -1.5 0.5 1.5 -1 

SA4 0.5 0 0.5 0.5 0 

SA5 6.5 0 6.5 1 5.5 

SA6 3.5 0 3.5 0.5 3 

Total 17.5 -3.25 14.25 6 8.25 
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Youth 11 v 11 Analysis - Peak 
 

2.56. Table 24 provides the current and future position for secure 11v11 youth grass pitch provision across Stratford-on-Avon, at peak times. 
 
Table 24: Youth 11v11 Supply and Demand Analysis - Peak. All Figures in MES 

 

Analysis Area Spare capacity MES (Peak) Total Overplay Current position Future demand  Future position 

SA1 0.5 -3 -2.5 2 -4.5 

SA2 0 -3 -3 1.5 -4.5 

SA3 0 -1 -1 1.5 -2.5 

SA4 1 0 1 0.5 0.5 

SA5 1 0 1 1.5 -0.5 

SA6 1 -1 0 1 -1 

Total 3.5 -8 -4.5 8 -12.5 

 
2.57. Table 24 illustrates that there is shortfall of -4.5 MES for Youth 11v11 pitches in Stratford-on-Avon. However, there are small levels of spare capacity in 

SA4 and SA5, which is offset by a deficit of pitches in SA1, SA2 and SA3.   
 

2.58. Currently, there is -0.5 MES of overplay at Dugdale Sports Field (SA1), -2.5 MES at Studley Sports Centre (SA1), -3 MES at Hillfield AFC (SA2), -1 MES 
at Southam United (SA3) FC and -1 MES at Tysoe Playing Field (SA6).  

 
2.59. If unsecure pitches at Southam College (SA3) were added into the analysis, there would be an additional 1 MES of capacity in each of SA3, bringing the 

total current position to -3.5 MES. There is currently no community use on the pitch, and it is used solely for curricular and extra-curricular usage.  
 
2.60. Population growth is predicted to worsen the capacity position, with an additional demand for 8 MES per week created by population growth. There is 

expected to be a deficit of -12.5 MES by 2050 on Youth 11v11 pitches. All sub areas will have deficits in provision, other than SA4, where there will 
remain 0.5 MES of spare capacity. 
 

  



 

Stratford-on-Avon District Council 
Playing Pitch Strategy - Stage C Assessment 
 

 

48 

Youth 9 v 9 Analysis Peak 
 

2.61. Table 25 provides the current and future position for secure 9 v 9 youth grass pitch provision across the full study area. 
 

Table 25: Youth 9v9 Supply and Demand Analysis. All Figures in MES 

 

Analysis Area Spare capacity MES (Peak) Total Overplay Current position Future demand  Future position 

SA1 0.5 0 0.5 1.5 -1 

SA2 0 -1 -1 0.5 -1.5 

SA3 0 -0.5 -0.5 1.5 -2 

SA4 0.5 2 -1.5 0.5 -2 

SA5 0 0 0 1 -1 

SA6 1 0 1 1 0 

Total 2 0.5 -1.5 6 -7.5 

 
2.62. Table 25 states that currently there is a small shortfall of -1.5 MES for 9v9 pitches in the study area. Although there is 0.5 MES of spare capacity in SA1 

and 1 MES in SA6, the deficit of -1 MES in SA2, -0.5 MES in SA3 and -1.5 MES in SA4, place the sub area in a negative position. There is no spare 
capacity or over play in SA5.  
 

2.63. The 9v9 pitch at Hillfield AFC in SA2 is currently overplayed by -1 MES per week. Both Southam United FC (SA3) and Imlington Multi Sports Club (SA4 
9v9 pitches are overplayed by -0.5 MES, and Shipston Sports and Social Club has a shortfall of -1.5 MES per week in the peak period.  

 
2.64. The only unsecure 9v9 pitch in the study area is located at Southam College (SA3). If this was to be added back into the supply, there would be an 

additional 1 MES of peak period capacity each week, creating 0.5 MES of spare capacity in the sub area, and decreasing the Stratford-wide deficit of 
9v9 provision to -0.5 MES.  
 

2.65. As a result of population growth, there is likely to be demand for an additional 6 MES per week across Stratford-on-Avon, increasing the predicted 
shortfall to -7.5 MES. All sub areas, other than SA6 will experience shortfalls in 9v9 grass pitch provision.  
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Mini 7 v 7 pitch supply Peak 
 

2.66. Table 26 provides the current and future position for 7v7 mini grass pitch provision across the study area. 
 

Table 26: Mini 7v7 Supply and Demand Analysis. All Figures in MES 
 

Analysis Area Spare capacity MES (Peak) Total Overplay Current position Future demand  Future position 

SA1 0 0 0 1 -1 

SA2 0 0 0 0.5 -0.5 

SA3 1 0 1 1.5 -0.5 

SA4 0 0 0 0.5 -0.5 

SA5 2 0 2 0.5 1.5 

SA6 1 0 1 1 0 

Total 4 0 4 5 -1 

 
2.67. Table 26 indicates that there is 4 MES of spare capacity for 7v7 pitches in Stratford-on-Avon. However, there is only spare capacity in SA3, SA5 and 

SA6. All other sub areas are currently in a neutral position. 
 

2.68. There is currently spare, peak time capacity at Fenny Compton Playing Field (SA3), Brearley Sports and Social Club (SA5), Synder Meadow (SA5) and 
Dovehouse Pitch (SA6).  

 
2.69. All available 7v7 pitches in the study area offer secure community use.  

 
2.70. However, by 2050 there is expected to be an additional 5 MES of demand due to population growth. This will create a small shortfall of -1 MES for 7v7 

pitches across the study area, with only SA5 retaining any spare capacity.  
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Mini 5 v 5 pitch supply Peak 
 

2.71. Table 27 provides the current and future position for 5v5 grass pitch provision across the full study area. 
 
Table 27: Mini 5v5 Supply and Demand Analysis. All Figures in MES 

 

Analysis Area Spare capacity MES (Peak) Total Overplay Current position Future demand  Future position 

SA1 0.5 0 0.5 1.5 -1 

SA2 0 0 0 1 -1 

SA3 1 0 1 1.5 -0.5 

SA4 0.5 0 0.5 0.5 0 

SA5 0 0 0 0.5 -0.5 

SA6 2 0 2 1 1 

Total 4 0 4 6 -2 

 
2.72. Table 27 illustrates that there is 4 MES of spare capacity per week on 5v5 pitches in Stratford-on-Avon. There is 0.5 MES of spare capacity in SA1, 1 

MES available in SA3, 0.5 MES in SA4 and 2 MES spare in SA6. Both SA2 and SA5 are currently in neutral positions with no spare capacity.  
 

2.73. Although there is no overplay of any 5v5 pitches in the study area, of the 19 available pitches, only 5 have any spare peak time capacity. These are 
Alcester Town FC (SA1), Fenny Compton Playing Fields (SA3), Imlington Multi Sports Club (SA4), Kineton Sports and Social Club (SA6) and 
Warwickshire College (SA6).  

 
2.74. There are no unsecure 5v5 pitches that are available for community use in the study area.  

 
2.75. Population growth with add 6 MES per week of demand across Stratford-on-Avon by 2050, turning the current spare capacity into a deficit of  -2 MES. 

Although SA6 will retain 1 MES of peak time capacity, and SA4 will be in a neutral position, SA1, SA2, SA3 and SA5 will experience shortfalls of 5v5 
pitch provision.  
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Football Summary 
 

2.76. This section summarises the findings from the football analysis, which will form the basis of the recommendation and action plan section for the Stratford-
on-Avon. 
 
Table 28: Summary of Supply and Demand Stratford-on-Avon Peak time of Play 

  

Pitch type 
Actual Spare Capacity 

(Peak Time) 
Total Overplay Current Total 

Future Demand 
Population Growth 

Future position ï 
Population Growth Only 

Adult 11v11 17.5 -3.25 14.25 6 8.25 

Youth 11v11 3.5 -8 -4.5 8 -12.5 

Youth 9v9 2 0.5 -1.5 6 -7.5 

Mini 7v7 4 0 4 5 -1 

Mini 5v5 4 0 4 6 -2 

 
2.77. Currently, there is 14.25 MES of spare capacity on Adult 11v11 grass pitches in the study area. However, this figure is enhanced significantly by large 

amount of available peak time capacity (6.5 MES) on adult pitches in SA5. All other sub areas, have small levels of spare capacity.  Both Mini 7v7 and 
5v5 pitches also have small level of availability with 4 MES each of spare capacity during the peak period. There is a shortfall of -4.5 MES for Youth 
11v11 pitches and -1.5 for youth 9v9 pitches.  
 

2.78. Population growth by 2050 will have a significant impact on the capacity position for all pitch types, with demand increasing by 5-8 MES in all sub areas. 
The significant levels of spare capacity on adult 11v11 pitches will decrease to 8.25 MES; the deficit of youth 11v11 will increase to -12.5 MES; 9v9 
pitches will have a shortfall of -7.5 MES of spare capacity; Mini 7v7 pitches will lose their spare capacity and experience a small shortfall of -1 MES and 
mini 5v5 pitches will experience a shortfall of -2 MES.  

 

¶ There are 135 grass football pitches across 50 sites that are available for community use.  

 
¶ 331 teams from 55 clubs are identified as playing within Stratford-on-Avon. This consists of 64 adult menôs, 6 adult womenôs, 74 youth 11v11 boysô, 

12 youth 11v11 girls, 55 junior boysô 9v9 teams, 10 9v9 girlsô teams, 62 7v7 and mini soccer teams and 48 5v5 mini soccer teams. There is demand 
across all age groups of football across Stratford-on-Avon. 
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2.79. This section summarises the findings from the football analysis, which will form the basis of the recommendation and action plan section for Stratford-
on-Avon. Table 29 includes the response to 5 key questions which are identified in the Sport England PPOSS Guidance Checklists.  

 
Table 29: Key PPOSS findings for football in the Stratford-on-Avon study area 

 

Key Question Analysis 

What are the main 
characteristics of the current 
supply and demand for 
provision? 

There are a total of 135 available pitches across 50 sites in Stratford-on-Avon.  
 
There are 55 football clubs in Stratford-on-Avon, comprising a total of 331 teams. The largest proportion of these teams come from youth male 11v11 
teams.  
 

Is there enough accessible 
community use provision to 
meet current demand? 

The current supply and demand analysis for secure, accessible pitch provision shows spare capacity on adult 11v11 pitches (14.25 MES), Mini 7v7 
(4 MES) and Mini 5v5 (4 MES).  
 
However, there is a shortfall of Youth 11v11 and Youth 9v9 which have deficits of -4.5 MES and -1.5 MES respectively. These differences in capacity 
suggest that some adult pitches could be used to meet some Youth 11v11 match play demand. The potential for reconfiguration of sites will be 
explored at Stage D of the PPOSS. 
 
If unsecure pitches at Southam College were considered as part of this analysis, there would be an additional 1 MES of capacity on 9v9 pitches, 
bringing the current capacity to -0.5 MES. An additional 1 MES on Youth 11v11 pitches would reduce the deficit to -3.5 MES. The impact of utilising 
unsecure Adult 11v11 pitches would increase the spare capacity to 15.25 MES.  
 

Is the provision that is 
accessible of sufficient quality 
and appropriately maintained? 

36% of pitches are rated as good quality, 34% are classed as standard and 30% are poor quality. However, a number of poor quality pitches have 
pitch improvement plans in place, meaning quality is likely to increase and additional capacity will be created. 
 

 
What are the main 
characteristics of the future 
supply and demand for 
provision? 

The demand for grass football pitches is likely to increase significantly as a result of population growth, which is expected to add 62 new teams to 
the study area by 2050.  
 
This new demand will be across Stratford-on-Avon, but both SA1 and SA3 will have 15 new teams, SA2, SA5 and SA6 will have 9 and SA4 will have 
5. Of these new teams, there is predicted to be 12 adult teams, 16 youth 11v11 teams, 12 9v9 teams, 10 7v7 teams and 12 5v5 teams.  
 
The impact of population growth will result in an additional demand of 31 MES by 2050 
 

Is there enough accessible 
and secured community use 
provision to meet future 
demand? 

Spare capacity on secure accessible adult 11v11 pitches will decrease to 8.25 MES; the deficit of youth 11v11 will increase to -12.5 MES; 9v9 pitches 
will have a shortfall of -7.5 MES of spare capacity; Mini 7v7 pitches experience a small shortfall of -1 MES and mini 5v5 pitches will have a shortfall 
of 2 MES.  
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3 Artificial Grass Pitch (AGP) Analysis 
 

Introduction 
 

3.1. There are four surface types that fall into the category of Artificial Grass Pitches (AGP); rubber crumb (3G), sand-based (filled or dressed) and water 
based. This section focusses on the third generation (3G) facilities in Stratford-on-Avon that are suitable for football, rugby union and rugby league. 
However, it will also consider informal football demand that is met by sand-based pitches in Stratford-on-Avon as they could be negatively affected by 
any potential development of additional 3G facilities. 
 

3G AGP Usage for Football 
 

3.2. The Football Association (FA) considers high quality 3G pitches as essential in promoting coach and player development across all age groups. These 
pitches can support intensive use and as such are valuable assets for both playing and training. Primarily, such facilities have been installed for 
community use and training however they are increasingly used for competition, which the FA wholly supports providing the pitch has been appropriately 
tested and is on The FA 3G pitch register. The FAôs long-term ambition is to provide every affiliated team in England with the opportunity to train once a 
week on a floodlit 3G surface together with priority access for England Football Accredited community clubs through a partnership agreement. 
 

3.3. The FA has adopted the use of 3G pitches across all competitions other than the Premier League and Football League. This decision was taken due to 
the significant advances that have been made to the development of 3G Football Turf (FT) and the adoption of these surfaces by professional leagues 
throughout Europe and by both UEFA and FIFA for major competitions.  
 

3.4. Competitive affiliated football can only take place on 3G surfaces that have been tested to FA standards and are on the FA 3G Pitch Register. Some 
football training takes place on sand-based surfaces; however, this is mainly due to lack of access to more appropriate facilities and is not a comparable 
alternative. Therefore, a 3G surface is the preferred surface for football by both the consumer and The FA. 
 

3G AGP Usage for Rugby 
 

3.5. The use of 3G AGP provision for rugby match play and training has increased significantly in the past 10 years, due to a combination of improved 
technology, greater investment and changing player behaviour. 
 

3.6. Clubs and operators are increasingly seeing the benefit of utilising 3G provision, due to the durability of the surface and the ability of clubs to play back-
to-back matches, as well as using the same surfaces for both match play and training.  
 

3.7. For facilities to be used for contact training or affiliated rugby union match play, pitches must be World Rugby 22 (WR22) compliant, which ensures 
pitches have an adequate shock pad and length of synthetic grass to ensure they are safe to play on.  
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3.8. Pitches that are WR22 are commonly also compliant for Rugby League as the surface satisfied the requirements of the RFL Performance and 
Construction Standards for Synthetic Turf Competition and Training Pitches. However, surfaces that are compliant with rugby league standards, do not 
always meet the requirements for rugby union.  

 

Supply  
 
3.9. Table 30 provides a list of all sand-based and 3G AGPs in Stratford-on-Avon.  
 

Table 30: AGP Pitch Audit 

 

Site Name Postcode 
Sub 
Area 

Availability 
Security 
of Use 

Surface 
Type 

F
A

 3
G

 

P
it

c
h

 

R
e
g

is
te

r 

WR22 Size 
Pitch 
Dimensions 
(m) 

Age of 
Surface 

Floodlit 
Pitch 
Rating 

Studley Sports Centre B80 7BF SA1 Available Secure 3G Yes No 11v11 70x105 2021 Yes Good 

The Greig B49 6AD SA1 Available Secure 3G No No 5v5 18x36 2020 Yes Good 

Napton Sports 
Association 

CV47 8PH SA3 Available Secure 3G Yes5 No 5v5 22x46 2000 Yes Standard 

Southam College CV47 0JW SA3 Available Secure 3G No No 11v11 60x100 2012 Yes Standard 

King Edward VI School 
(KES) ï Manor Road 

CV37 7EA SA5 Available Secure Sand-Filled No No Full 70x100 2024 Yes Good 

Meon Vale Leisure 
Centre 

CV37 8YE SA5 Available Secure Sand-Filled No No 7v7 48x60 2014 Yes Good 

 
5 Napton Sports Association pitch cannot support match play demand, despite being on the FA 3G pitch register.  
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Site Name Postcode 
Sub 
Area 

Availability 
Security 
of Use 

Surface 
Type 

F
A

 3
G

 

P
it

c
h

 

R
e
g

is
te

r 

WR22 Size 
Pitch 
Dimensions 
(m) 

Age of 
Surface 

Floodlit 
Pitch 
Rating 

NFU Sports Ground CV37 7BZ SA5 Available Secure Sand-Filled No No 5v5 19x33 2007 Yes Standard 

Stratford Leisure 
Centre 

CV37 6YX SA5 Available Secure 3G No No 
5v5 x 
4 

18x36 2021 Yes Good 

Stratford Town FC CV37 7BZ SA5 Available Secure 3G No No 11v11 70x106 2007 Yes Poor 

Stratford upon Avon 
School Community 
Sports Centre 

CV37 9DH SA5 Available Secure Sand-Filled No No Full 70x100 2001 Yes Good 

Welcombe Hills School CV37 6TQ SA5 Unavailable Unsecure 3G No No 5v5 20x31 2000 No Standard 

DM Kineton CV47 2UD SA6 Unavailable Unsecure Sand-Filled No No 5v5 19x36 1990 Yes Standard 

Kineton High School CV35 0JX SA6 Available Secure Sand-Filled No No Full 62x100 2009 Yes Standard 

Wellesbourne Sports 
And Community Centre 

CV35 9RU SA6 Available Secure 3G No No 5v5 35x40 2017 Yes Good 

 

3.10. The study area currently has 3 11v11 3G AGPs in the study area, all of which are available to the community. There was previously a WR22 compliant 
3G pitch at Wasps Elite Performance Centre/Birmingham City FC training ground, however this has recently been replaced by an elite quality grass 
pitch, that is unavailable to the community.  
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3.11. There are also 8 small-sided 3G pitches in Stratford-on-Avon, 5 of which are located on local authority sites, 2 on sites owned by sports clubs and 1 on 
an education site. The small sided 3G pitch at Welcombe Hills School is not available for community use. Stratford Leisure has 4 5v5 3G cages on the 
same site. 

 
3.12. There are also 6 sand-dressed AGPs in Stratford-on-Avon, 5 of which are available to the community. Only DM Kineton, which is an MOD site is 

unavailable for community use. Of the 5 available sand-dressed AGPs, 3 are full size and 2 are small-sided pitches.  
 
3.13. The PPOSS assumes that weekday peak times are 5-10pm and at weekends and 10am-6pm, however Table 31 details the actual number peak time 

hours available at each site. All available facilities have sports lighting and can therefore be used by the community at peak times throughout the winter.  
 
3.14. Map 3 shows the location of all AGP pitches in Stratford-on-Avon.  
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Map 8: AGP sites in Stratford-on-Avon 
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Current Supply and Demand Analysis for Football / 3G AGP 
 

3.15. The commentary in the previous section has explained the current supply of AGPs in the study area. To understand how this supply caters for the study 
area, it is necessary to analyse the current demand for AGP pitch use.  
 

3.16. To provide a more accurate picture of how AGP provision is currently being utilised, Table 31 shows the supply and demand analysis for all provision 
that is available to the community. This compares the amount of available capacity (in hours) during the peak period with the amount of demand that has 
been provided by clubs and users during consultation. 

 
3.17. The Peak period according to the PPS Guidance is identified as Mon-Thurs 5pm to 9pm, Friday 5pm to 7pm; and Saturdays and Sundays 9am to 5pm. 

Therefore, the total number of hours available mid-week is 18, and there are 16 available during the weekend.  

 
3.18. Table 31 suggests that there is no spare capacity on 11v11 3G AGPs in Stratford-on-Avon as Studley Sports Centre, Southam College and Stratford 

Town FC are all at capacity.  
 

3.19. There is weekend capacity available on small sided 3G provision however, with 12 hours at The Greig, 14 hours at Napton Sports Association and 10 
hours at Stratford Leisure Centre. Wellesbourne Sports and Community Club has a total of 21 available hours; 8 during mid-week and 13 at the weekends.  
 
Table 31: Supply and Demand Analysis for all available 3G AGP Provision  

 

Site Name Sub Area Pitch Type 

S
iz

e
 

P
e

a
k

 T
im

e
 

C
a
p

a
c

it
y
 

Clubs using the site Total hours 

Football Other 

M
id

w
e

e
k

 

S
a

tu
rd

a
y
 

S
u

n
d

a
y

- 

Total 

Studley Sports Centre SA1 3G 11v11 34 Studley, Studley Juniors  18 8 8 34 

The Greig SA1 3G 5v5 34 Alcester Town, Casual  18 2 2 22 

Napton Sports Association SA3 3G 5v5 34 Napton FC  18 1 1 20 

Southam College SA3 3G 11v11 34 Southam United  18 8 8 34 

Stratford Leisure Centre SA5 3G 5v5 34 Casual, Leisure Leagues  18 3 3 24 

Stratford Town FC 
SA5 

3G 11v11 34 
Stratford Town FC, Stratford 
Town Women and Girls 

Schools, Pan 
Disability 

18 8 8 34 
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Site Name Sub Area Pitch Type 

S
iz

e
 

P
e

a
k

 T
im

e
 

C
a
p

a
c

it
y
 

Clubs using the site Total hours 

Football Other 

M
id

w
e

e
k

 

S
a

tu
rd

a
y
 

S
u

n
d

a
y

- 

Total 

Wellesbourne Sports And Community 
Centre 

SA6 
3G 5v5 34 Wellesbourne Wanders FC  10 1 2 13 

 Total 118 31 32 178 

 
3.20. Table 31 suggests that there is no spare capacity in SA1 on 11v11 3G pitches, but 12 hours of potential weekend capacity on small sided provision. 

There is no 3G provision in SA2. SA3 and SA5 have 14 and 10  hours of small sided capacity respectively, but no 11v11 capacity. SA6 has 21 available 
hours on small sided pitches.  

 
3.21. Therefore, there is a total of 57 hours of spare capacity on 5v5 3G pitch provision. If there are 34 hours available at peak times, this equates to 1.7 5v5 

3G pitches. Based on the information in Table 32, this would suggest that 12 teams could be serviced by the available capacity. However, it must be 
noted that this calculation is based on meeting mostly training demand and there is only 8 hours of mid-week availability, with the remainder being at 
weekends, when clubs may not wish to access pitch provision away from their home grounds.  

 

Current Supply and Demand Modelling ï 11v11 3G AGP Provision (Football) 
 

3.22. As part of the FA National Game Strategy, the Football Association identified a strategic objective to ensure that all teams playing competitive football 
have access to a floodlit 3G AGP to train on at least once a week. To do this, FA calculations show that a 11v11 3G AGP (available for community use 
at peak times) is required for every 38 teams, which will allow the required training and match play slots, as well as providing suitable supply at peak 
times (weekday evenings and weekends). 
 

3.23. Table 32 shows the FA recommended pitch sizes for 3G AGPs, as well as outlining the number of teams each size 3G pitch can cater for. Only available 
3G AGPs have been included in the analysis.  

 
3.24. There are 331 teams based in the study area, according to 2023/2024 affiliation data provided by Birmingham County FA. The table shows that the 

current supply can meet the demand of 163 teams, leaving 168 teams without access to 3G provision.  
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Table 32: Capacity Analysis for AGPs per Pitch Typology 

 

Pitch Typology Size 
Proportion of teams 
that can use facility 

No. of teams that the 
facility can service 

Facilities within Study 
Area 

Capacity (no of teams 
serviced by 3G) * 

11v11 (Including adult and youth) 91x55m or larger 100% 38 3 114 

9v9 Between 73x46 and 82x50m 53% 22 0 0 

7v7 Between 55x37m and 73x46m 35% 15 0 0 

5v5 Between 37x27m and 55x37m 17% 7 7 49 

Total teams 163 

 
3.25. Using the demand data information from Birmingham County FA, 331 teams have been identified as playing within Stratford-on-Avon. Using the FAôs 

suggested ratio of 1:38, this demonstrates the need for 8.7 3G AGPôs.  
 

Table 33: Current Capacity Analysis for AGPs 

 

Area Teams 
Total number of 11v11 3G AGPs 

required to meet demand 
Current number of 3G AGPs Current balance 

SA1 79 2.1 1.2 -0.9 

SA2 46 1.2 0 -1.2 

SA3 79 2.1 1.2 -0.9 

SA4 24 0.6 0 -0.6 

SA5 49 1.3 1.8 0.5 

SA6 54 1.4 0.2 -1.2 

Stratford-on-Avon Total 331 8.7 4.4 -4.3 

 
3.26. Supply data for the project identifies 4.4 existing 3G AGP facilities within the Study Area that are available for community use. Based on the above 

information in Table 33, there is a deficit of -4.3 11v11 equivalent 3G AGPs in Stratford-on-Avon. 
 

3.27. There are deficits of provision in all sub areas, other than SA5, where there is 0.5 of spare capacity. The largest deficits are in SA2 and SA6 where there 
are shortfalls of 1.2 11v11 equivalent AGPs. Although, Table 31 suggests that there is spare capacity available on sites, as highlighted earlier the vast 
majority of peak time slots are on 5v5 pitches during the weekend, which is not appropriate to meet training demand or cater for senior teams.  
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3.28. When club affiliation data and home ground information provided by Birmingham County FA is analysed, it is also apparent that that there is an exported 
demand of 10 teams. Claverdon FC (SA2), Khalsa (SA3), Warwickshire College (SA6) and Wellesbourne Wanderers (SA5 and SA6) all have home 
grounds across Stratford-on-Avon If these teams were to return to the study area, it would create an additional deficit of 0.4, bringing the total deficit to -
4.7 11v11 equivalent AGPs.  

 

AGP Future Supply and Demand Balance 
 

3.29. To calculate the future demand for football and 3G provision in the Study Area, Team Generation Rates (TGR) have been calculated using the current 
number of teams and the current population. This measure allows us to calculate what size of population, will typically cause enough demand to create 
additional football teams.  
 

3.30. This Team Generation Rate can then be applied to the population projections for the Study Area to confirm how population growth or reduction will affect 
the number of teams in each of the key age groups. It is to be noted that population is just one factor in estimating future teams. Other factors such as 
National Governing Body initiatives and latent demand predictions by clubs can have a major impact. These will be further explored as part of Stage D 
of this PPOSS.  
 

3.31. These calculations are shown in Table 20 and suggest that there will be an additional 62 teams in the study area by 2050. To understand how this 
additional demand will impact 3G AGP capacity, the same ratio of 1:38 has been used and applied to the identified growth of an additional 62 football 
teams created by population growth to 2050.  
 

3.32. Using these parameters, it is projected that an additional 1.7 new 11v11 equivalent 3G AGPs will be required by 2050 to meet future football demand as 
a result of population growth alone.  

 
Table 34: Future Capacity Analysis for 3G AGPs in Stratford-on-Avon 

 

Area Predicted No. Teams - 2050 
Total number of 11v11 3G AGPs 

required to meet demand 
Current number of 11v11 equivalent 3G 

AGPs 
Future balance - 2050 

SA1 94 2.5 1.2 -1.3 

SA2 55 1.5 0 -1.5 

SA3 94 2.5 1.2 -1.3 

SA4 29 0.7 0 -0.7 

SA5 58 1.5 1.8 0.3 

SA6 63 1.7 0.2 -1.5 
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Area Predicted No. Teams - 2050 
Total number of 11v11 3G AGPs 

required to meet demand 
Current number of 11v11 equivalent 3G 

AGPs 
Future balance - 2050 

Stratford-on-Avon Total 393 10.4 4.4 -6 

 
3.33. If this future demand from population growth alone is added to the current deficit, then there would be a shortfall of 6 11v11 3G AGPs by 2050.  

 
3.34. The grass football pitch section of this report also highlights future deficits of all pitch types, other than adult 11v11, by 2050. The development of 3G 

pitch provision, could help to meet some training and match play demand from affiliated clubs. The possibility and likely impact of any development will 
be explored in Stage D of this PPOSS.  

 
3.35. A key objective for the FA is to maximise the use of 3G pitches for competitive football match play. This will increase the quality of provision, reduce the 

number of cancellations and help to address future demand. Affordable pricing policy that includes match-based charges in line with grass pitches should 
be a consideration.  
 

3.36. From the current and future supply and demand analysis we can presume the following: 
 
¶ There is a current deficit of 4.3 3G pitches in Stratford-on-Avon for affiliated football teams.  
¶ To cater for additional future demand through population growth, a further 1.7 11v11 equivalent 3G AGPs should be considered, increasing the 

total deficit to 6 11v11 equivalent 3G AGPs by 2050.  
 

Meeting the Current and Future Demand for 3G AGP Facilities Across Stratford-on-Avon 
 

3.37. There are a number of proposals for 3G pitch development and refurbishment in Stratford-on-Avon. These are highlighted in Table 35.  
 
Table 35: Proposed New 3G Pitch Development 

 

Location Sub Area Number of Pitches Proposed Usage Comments 

Studley High School SA1 1x youth 11v11 floodlit 3G Football Planning decision early 2025 

Claverdon SA2 1x 11v11 floodlit 3G  Football Planning ongoing 

Stratford Town FC  SA5  
Refurbishment of current 11v11 
3G 

Football Club aspirations 

 
3.38. Consultation with Stratford Town FC identified the need to resurface the existing 3G pitch on site. Although the pitch is at maximum capacity and caters 

for demand from a wide range of sources, the pitch is not on the FA pitch register due to the surface having different coloured stripes on it.  
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3.39. Studley High School have a live planning application for the development of an youth 11v11 floodlit 3G on site, which will cater for curriculum use as well 
as community football demand. If this development is successful, the current deficit of -0.9 in SA1 would be met and the future deficit of -1.3 would be 
reduced significantly.  

 
3.40. There is also an ongoing planning application for the development of 11v11 floodlit 3G pitch in Claverdon, on a currently disused piece of land. Currently, 

there is no 3G provision in SA2 and this development could potentially reduce the current deficit in the sub area to -0.2, and the predicted future deficit 
to -0.5.  
 

3.41. The impact of these potential developments and others, will be explored in further detail as part of the Stage D analysis.    
 

Supply and Demand Analysis for Sand Dressed AGP 
 
3.42. King Edward VI School (KES), Kineton High School and Stratford-upon-Avon School have sand-dressed pitches that are used for curriculum activity 

during the school day. KES is used for approximately 24 hours per week by Stratford Hockey Club, who also use Stratford-on-Avon School for 13.5 hours 
per week. There is no identified football use of this site. 

 
3.43. During consultation with clubs, only Kineton High School AGP was identified as being utilised by football clubs for training purposes. Kineton FC (1 hour), 

Upper Lighthorn (1 hour), Shipston Excelsior (7 hours) and West Midland Foxes (2 hours) use the site for a total of 11 hours per week, Monday to Friday.  

 
3.44. Some football clubs based in Stratford travel outside of the study area to Warwick to utilise sand-dressed AGPs at St Nicholas Park Leisure Centre (HRI 

Harbury FC) and Aylesford School (Claverdon FC). Kineton High School is also home to West Midlands Foxes, an elite development centre that has 
aspirations to form formal teams in the upcoming season.  

 
3.45. Although the preferred surface for football usage is 3G, sand-dressed AGPs still serve a purpose in meeting some casual and football club training 

demand, where 3G pitches cannot. Therefore, any new 3G development should be sensitive to the fact that other artificial surfaces cater for football 
training demand.  

 
3.46. Both Stratford High School and KES cater for community hockey club demand. A full supply and demand analysis of sand-dressed AGPs will be 

undertaken in the Hockey section of this PPOSS.  
 

Supply and Demand Analysis for Rugby Union and Rugby League use of 3G AGP. 
 

3.47. There are currently no WR22 compliant 3G pitches within the study area, since the 3G pitch at Birmingham City Elite Performance and Innovation Centre 
was replaced with grass provision. However, this was an elite, professional club facility that was not accessible by the community.  
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3.48. Many rugby union clubs prefer to utilise their own sites and grass provision to meet training and match play demand where possible, and the preferred 
method of meeting training demand would be the development of additional grass pitch floodlighting. Further analysis in both the rugby union and rugby 
league sections of the assessment report, and at Stage D of the PPOSS will be required to establish the current grass pitch capacity and the feasibility 
of a potential WR22 3G development.  

 
3.49. However, many future projects will rely on a joint approach between sports and any potential development for rugby would require football demand to 

ensure its financial sustainability. The Football Foundation has a multisport commitment that aims to allocate 40% of its investment to multi-sport projects 
by 2025, therefore, Stage D of the PPS should explore the potential for collaboration between football, rugby union and rugby league to ensure that all 
sports have adequate access to 3G AGP pitch provision 

 

AGP summary 
 

3.50. This section summarises the findings from the AGP analysis, which will form the basis of the recommendations and action plan section for Stratford-on-
Avon. 
 

3.51. Table 36 includes the response to 5 key questions which are identified in the Sport England PPOSS Guidance Checklists.  
 
Table 36: Key PPOSS Findings for AGPs in Stratford-on-Avon 

 

Key Question  Analysis 

What are the main 
characteristics of the current 
supply and demand for 
provision? 

There are 3 11v11 3G AGPôs and 8 small sided 5v5 pitches in Stratford-on-Avon. However, Welcombe Hills School is not available to the 
community, reducing the accessible supply to 3 11v11 and 7 small sided 3G AGPs. There are no WR22 compliant 3G pitches in Stratford-on-Avon.  
 
There is a total supply of 4.4 11v11 equivalent 3G AGPs that are accessible to the community.  
 

Is there enough accessible and 
secured community use 
provision to meet current 
demand? 

Based on football club affiliation data, there is a current deficit of 4.3 3G pitches in the study area. Most of this deficit is generated by SA2 (-1.2), 
SA6 (-1.2), SA1 (-0.9) and SA3 (-0.9) sub areas.  
 
Although there is spare capacity based on the peak time availability of 3G sites, this is located solely on 5v5 3G pitches and mostly on Saturdays 
and Sundays, therefore not catering for clubs training demand or the match play of youth and senior teams. Consultation and site usage analysis 
also suggests that clubs are experiencing difficult in accessing 3G provision, with many clubs using sand-dressed AGPs both inside and outside 
of the study area.  
 

Is the provision that is 
accessible of sufficient quality 
and appropriately maintained? 
 

Of the 12 3G AGPs, 9 are rated as good quality, 2 standard quality and Stratford Town FC is classed as poor quality. The pitch meets a large 
amount of football demand but is in need of resurfacing works.  
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Key Question  Analysis 

What are the main 
characteristics of the future 
supply and demand for 
provision? 

Population growth is likely to create an additional 62 teams over the course of the local plan period, which will generate demand for an additional 
1.7 11v11 equivalent 3G pitches and increase the current deficit to 6 11v11 equivalent 3G pitches by 2050.  
 

Is there enough accessible 
community use provision to 
meet future demand? 
 

Based on ONS population projections, it is predicted that the total deficit of 3G pitches will increase from 4.3 to 6 by 2050. However, FA projections 
suggest a significantly higher level of team growth of 128 teams by 2030, which would increase the deficit substantially. The impact of this level of 
growth will be explored as part of the Stage D analysis.  
 
The feasibility and location of additional 3G pitch developments should be explored at Stage D of the PPOSS, with priority being for development 
in SA1, SA2, SA3 and SA6.  
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4 Hockey Analysis 
 

Introduction and Strategic Context 
 

4.1. In order to understand the overall objectives and priorities of England Hockey (EH), an analysis of key recent strategies and documentation has been 
undertaken and summarised below.  

 

England Hockey Strategy (2023) 
 

4.2. In 2023 England Hockey published the latest strategy for the sport, Creating a Future for Our Game Together 2023-2028, with the aim for making Hockey 
more visible, relevant and accessible to all.  

 
Mission: 5 years, 5 objectives ï Lead positive change, inspirational international success, drive visible impact, responsible leadership and meaningful 
growth.  
 

4.3. The 5 objects are each underpinned by a number of key performance indicators: 
 

¶ Lead Positive Change: Double the number of state schools offering hockey, increased number of ethnically and culturally diverse players and 
coaches, support 20 clubs through funded initiatives to create positive community change, ensure all clubs, counties and regions meet equality & 
inclusion framework requirements.  
 

¶ Inspirational International Success: A thriving and accessible talent system, clubs excelling in Europe, Men and Women consistently top 4 at 
junior world cups, medal winning performances at 2024 Olympics, 2026 World Cups and 2028 Olympics, a hockey community inspired by 
empowered and exceptional role models and team success 
 

¶ Drive Visible Impact: Commercial growth enabling reinvestment into the game, increasing awareness of hockey as a sport amongst children and 
parents, increasing positive brand sentiment, increasing positive perception of hockey as a sport.  

 

¶ Responsible Leadership: Demonstrating the highest standards throughout the organisations, enhancing injury reporting through increased 
compliance and concussion monitoring, ensure all activity meets the equality, diversity and inclusion framework, diversifying England Hockey 
revenue. 

 

¶ Meaningful Growth: Doubling the number of 7-13 year olds in club activity, ensuring key groups are welcomed and developed, securing investment 
to upgrade hockey facilities which will enhance access and quality of experience.  



 

Stratford-on-Avon District Council 
Playing Pitch Strategy - Stage C Assessment 
 

 

67 

 
4.4. The new strategy is intrinsically linked to England Hockeyôs Facility strategy which has three key aims.  
 

¶ Protect: To conserve the existing hockey provision. EH currently has over 800 pitches that are used by hockey clubs (club, school, universities). 
We need to retain the current provision where appropriate to ensure that hockey is maintained across the country. 
 

¶ Improve: To improve the existing facilities stock (physically and administratively). The current facilities stock is ageing and there needs to be 
strategic investment into refurbishing the pitches and ancillary facilities. There needs to more support for clubs to obtain better agreements with 
facilities providers & education around owning an asset. 
 

¶ Develop: To strategically build new hockey facilities where there is an identified need and ability to deliver and maintain. This might include 
consolidation hockey provision in a local area where appropriate. Research has identified key areas across the country where there is a lack of 
suitable Hockey provision and there is a need for additional pitches. There is an identified demand for multi pitches in the right places to consolidate 
hockey and allow clubs to have all of their provision catered at one site. 

 
4.5. Competitive league hockey matches, and training can only be played on sand filled, sand dressed, or water based artificial grass pitches (AGPs). 

Although competitive, adult and junior club training cannot take place on third generation turf pitches (3G), 40mm pitches may be suitable for introductory 
level hockey, such as school curriculum low level hockey. EHôs Artificial Grass Playing Surface Policy details suitability of surface type for varying levels 
of hockey, as shown below.  

 
Table 37: England Hockey Guidelines on Artificial Surface Types Suitable for Hockey 

 

Category Surface Playing Level Playing Level 

England Hockey Category 1 Water surface approved within the FIH 
Global/National Parameters 

Essential 
International Hockey - Training and matches 

Desirable 
Domestic National Premier 
competition 
Higher levels of EH Player 
Pathway 
Performance Centres and upwards 
England  

England Hockey Category 2 Sand dressed surfaces within the FIH 
National Parameter 

Essential 
Domestic National Premier competition 
Higher levels of player pathway:  Academy Centres and Upwards  

Desirable 
All adult and junior League Hockey 
Intermediate or advanced School 
Hockey 
 
EH competitions for clubs and 
schools (excluding domestic 
national league) 

England Hockey Category 3 Sand based surfaces within the FIH 
National Parameter 

Essential 
All adult and junior club training and league Hockey 
EH competitions for clubs and schools 
Intermediate or advanced schoolsô hockey 
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Category Surface Playing Level Playing Level 

England Hockey Category 4 All 3G surfaces Essential 
None 

Desirable 
Lower-level hockey          
(Introductory level) when no 
category 1-3 surface is available.  

 
4.6. For senior hockey teams, a full-sized pitch for competitive matches must measure at least 91.4 x 55 metres excluding surrounding run off areas which 

must be a minimum of two metres at the sides & three metres at the ends. England Hockey preference is for four metre side and five metre end run offs, 
with a preferred overall area of 101.4 x 63 metres though a minimum overall area of 97.4 x 59 metres is accepted. 

 
4.7. It is considered that a hockey pitch can accommodate a maximum of four matches on one day (peak time) provided that the pitch has floodlighting. 

Training is generally midweek and requires access to a pitch and floodlights. 

 

Supply  
 
4.8. Stratford-on-Avon has five sites, with sand dressed pitches that are suitable for hockey activity. However, there are only 2 sites with full size pitches that 

are suitable to host competitive hockey.  
 

4.9. Of the 5 sites, 4 are available to the community and have secure community use agreements, with only the MOD site DM Kineton being inaccessible.  
  
4.10. As part of the PPOSS, each site that is suitable for hockey has been assessed scored according to England Hockeyôs facilities framework contained 

within the 2013 Sport England Playing Pitch Guidance. Table 38 below provides a summary of the quality assessments for all hockey suitable sites in 
the Study Area. 

 
Table 38: Quality Overview for Hockey Facilities in Stratford-on-Avon 

 

Site Name Postcode Availability 
Security of 
Use 

Surface Type Size 
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Pitch Rating 
Ancillary 
Facility Rating 

Meon Vale Leisure Centre CV37 8YE Yes Secure Sand-Filled 7v7 48x60 2014 Yes Good Standard 

NFU Sports Ground CV37 7BZ Yes Secure Sand-Filled 5v5 19x33 2007 Yes Good Good 
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Site Name Postcode Availability 
Security of 
Use 

Surface Type Size 

P
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Pitch Rating 
Ancillary 
Facility Rating 

Stratford upon Avon School 
Community Sports Centre 
(Stratford High School) 

CV37 9DH Yes Secure Sand-Filled Full 70x100 2001 Yes Good Good 

DM Kineton CV47 2UD No Unsecure Sand-Filled 5v5 19x36 1990 Yes Standard N/A 

Kineton High School CV35 0JX Yes Secure Sand-Filled Full 62x100 2009 Yes Standard N/A 

King Edward VI School (KES) ï 
Manor Road 

CV37 7EA Yes Secure Sand-Filled Full - 2024 Yes Good Poor 

 
4.11. Table 38 shows that of the available pitches, 4 are good quality and 1 (Kineton High School) is rated as standard.   
 
4.12. This hockey section of the PPOSS, will only consider the supply that is accessible and suitable for competitive hockey activity. Therefore, Stratford-on-

Avon Community Sports Centre, KES and Kineton High School pitches will feature in the following analysis.  
 
4.13. Map 4 shows the distribution of hockey specific AGPs in Stratford-on-Avon 
 
 
  



 

Stratford-on-Avon District Council 
Playing Pitch Strategy - Stage C Assessment 
 

 

70 

Map 9: Hockey AGP sites in Stratford-on-Avon 
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Demand 
 

4.14. Through consultation with England Hockey, 2 hockey clubs were identified as being based within Stratford-on-Avon. However, Shipston-on-Stour export 
demand to pitch provision in the Warwick District Council area, at St Nicholas Park Leisure Centre. Consultation with England Hockey identified that the 
club have no plans to relocate to Stratford-on-Avon.  
 

4.15. As clubs did not respond to consultation, assumptions have been made based on data provided by England Hockey and online research about the clubs 
and their demand for pitch usage. Where information is not available, it is assumed that each team will require 1 hour per week for training and 2 hours 
per week for match play. However, to consider home and away fixtures, only half the number of teams will be considered for weekly match play hours. 
Table 39 highlights the profile of each team.  
 
Table 39: Senior Hockey Team Overview - Stratford-on-Avon 

 

Club  Senior Teams  
Weekly AGP Hours Required 

Training Match Play Total 

Shipston-on-Stour HC  1 1 0.5 1.5 

Stratford HC 10 8.5 12 20.5 

 
Table 40: Junior Hockey Team Overview - Stratford-on-Avon 

 

Club U16 Members 
Weekly AGP Hours required 

Weekday Saturday Sunday Total 

Shipston-on-Stour HC (Outside of study 
area) 

2 0 0 0 0 

Stratford-on-Avon HC  131 2.5 1 1 4.5 

 
4.16. Stratford Hockey Club utilise both Stratford High School and King Edward VI School (KES) for all training and match play demand. Juniorsô hockey at 

the club is based around mid-week training sessions, and occasional weekend fixtures and competitions. Juniors between the ages of 14 and 18, have 
additional competitive opportunities, however these are with senior teams and have therefore been included in Table 40 with senior demand.  
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4.17. Stratford HC have 10 senior teams, 6 male and 4 female. Most training takes play mid-week KES, with Stratford High School utilised for 1.5 hours mid 
week. KES is used for 6 hours on a Saturday by the club, who also use Stratford High for 6 hours on a Saturday and 2 hours on a Sunday. The club 
generate a total demand for 25 hours of AGP usage.  

 
4.18. Shipston-on-Stour HC are a small club, with only 1 female team that use AGP facilities in Warwick. They do not use any facilities within Stratford-on-

Avon.  
 

Pitch Usage 
 
4.19. Often sand-filled pitches help meet some training demand from football clubs that cannot be met by 3G pitches. However, they are not suitable for football 

activity and pitch quality deterioration is increased, and capacity for hockey clubs is also reduced. However, only a very small level of demand was 
highlighted by football clubs on Kineton High School, and no football demand was highlighted by clubs for Stratford High School.  

 
4.20. There was also no identified hockey use of Kineton High School. Both sites will meet high levels of curricular and extra-curricular demand from school 

students, however Table 41 looks at peak time usage from community clubs.   
 

4.21. Table 41 demonstrates all community usage on the sand filled pitches across Stratford-on-Avon.  
 
4.22. The Peak period according to the PPS Guidance is identified as Mon-Thurs 5pm to 9pm, Friday 5pm to 7pm; and Saturdays and Sundays 9am to 5pm. 

Therefore, the total number of hours available mid-week is 18, and there are 16 available during the weekend 
 

Table 41: Sand Dressed Pitch Usage  

 

Site Name Pitch Type 
Site Usage Total hours 

Football Hockey Other Midweek Saturday Sunday Total 

King Edward VI School (KES) ï Manor Road Sand-Filled  
Stratford 
Hockey 
Club 

 9.5 6 - 15.5 

Stratford upon Avon School Community Sports Centre 
(Stratford High School) 

Sand-Filled - 
Stratford 
Hockey 
Club 

- 1.5 6 2 9.5 

Kineton High School Sand-Filled 

Upper Lighthorne,  
Shipston Excelsior, 
Kineton Sports and 
Social Club, West 
Midlands Foxes.  

- - 11 - - 11 
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4.23. Table 41 highlights that there is a demand total demand of 29 hours for community usage on hockey appropriate AGPs in Stratford-on-Avon, indicating 
high levels of spare capacity for the growth of hockey and the ability to cater for additional training demand from football clubs. However, only Kineton 
High School has spare capacity for hockey weekend match play, therefore limiting opportunities for growth of the competitive game in Stratford-on-
Avon.  

 

Future Demand 
 

Demand driven by Population Growth 
 
4.24. In order to calculate the future demand for Hockey in the Study Area, an agreed growth rate has been used in conjunction with the current number of 

teams across the study area. This measure allows us to calculate the expected number of participants and subsequent number of teams that will be 
present by the end of the lifetime of the local plan period (2050).   

 
4.25. The growth rate has been agreed following consultation with England Hockey, based on experience and best practice from across the country. This is 

believed to be a more accurate projection that than provided by team generation rates (as used for the other sports included within the PPOSS), as it 
allows for the expected growth driven by national team success, increasing level of junior demand across the sport and the level of informal activity such 
as pay and play. 

 
4.26. Table 42 shows the current number of members in each of the age groups and applies a 5% growth rate, to calculate a projected number of members 

and teams. Although they do not currently utilise facilities within the study area, Shipston-on-Stour HC members are included in table 42.  
 
4.27. It should be noted that, due to the impossibility to determine which sub-area each club member is based, the future analysis and capacity analysis has 

been undertaken at a Study Area-wide level. 

 
Table 42: Future Demand Projections for Hockey Teams in Stratford-on-Avon  

 

Sport and Age Groups No. of members 5% growth Projected number of members 

Hockey Senior Men (16-55yrs) 98 5 103 

Hockey Senior Women (16-55yrs) 68 3 71 

Hockey Youth Boys (14-16yrs) 29 1 30 

Hockey Youth Girls (14-16yrs) 20 1 21 

Hockey Junior Boys (11-13yrs) 24 1 25 
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Sport and Age Groups No. of members 5% growth Projected number of members 

Hockey Junior Girls (11-13yrs) 28 1 29 

Hockey Mixed (5-10yrs) 31 2 33 

Total 298 15 313 

 
4.28. Table 42 illustrates that with the 5% projected growth in participation, it is expected that there will be an additional 15 players over the period of the 

strategy. To calculate the expected growth in teams that this will generate, a ratio has been calculated based on the existing number of members and 
teams (1 team to every 27 members). There is not expected to be enough new demand to generate additional teams over the lifetime of the local plan 
period (2050). 

 

Demand Driven by Informal Demand 
 
4.29. With the success of the England Womenôs team at Tokyo 2021, accompanied by significant investment into the grass roots game by England Hockey, 

there is an aspiration to increase the amount of people playing informal hockey, either as an entry point into the more formal game or simply as a way of 
providing people with fun ways of keeping active.  

 
4.30. Among others, England Hockey are looking to promote Back to Hockey, Rush Hockey and Indoor Hockey, all of which are easily accessible programmes 

that are easy for those who are not experienced hockey players to play and enjoy.  
 
4.31. It is expected that as these informal forms of the game grow, there will be an increase in the number of participants playing both informal and formal 

hockey. The scenario testing section of the Stage D assessment will look to calculate the future need for facilities, should this growth be realised.  
 

Supply and Demand Balance 
 

Supply and Demand Balance ï Spatial Analysis 
 
4.32. To calculate the capacity analysis at hockey sites in the Stratford-on-Avon, Table 43 shows the supply and demand figures for community use hockey 

facilities in Stratford-on-Avon. This table contains demand (in hours) from competitive matches as well as training required by clubs. 
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Table 43: Supply and Demand Balance for Hockey in Stratford-on-Avon  

 

Site name 

Supply at Peak 
Time (hours) 

Demand (Hours: 
training and 

matches) 
Balance (hours) 

Week Sat Sun Week Sat Sun Week Sat Sun 

King Edward VI School (KES) ï Manor Road 18 8 8 9.5 6 0 8.5 2 8 

Stratford upon Avon School Community Sports Centre (Stratford High School) 18 8 8 1.5 6 2 16.5 2 6 

Kineton High School 18 8 8 11 0 0 7 8 8 

 
4.33. Table 43 suggests that there is a large amount of spare capacity on all sites. Stratford High School has 16.5 hours of midweek peak time capacity, and 

8 hours available at weekends. Kineton High School caters for no identified hockey usage, and only 11 hours of midweek football training, leaving 7 
hours of spare capacity during the week and 16 hours at the weekends. KES has 8.5 hours of spare mid-week capacity, 2 spare hours on Saturday and 
8 hours free on a Sunday. However, usage by Stratford Hockey Club for mid-week training and match play on Saturdays mean any spare capacity at 
these times is likely at undesirable times for other clubs to use.  

 
4.34. As future growth is not sufficient enough to generate additional teams, we can presume the existing stock of sand-dressed AGPs is adequate to meet 

demand.  

 
4.35. If Shipston-on-Stour HC wish to return to the study area, efforts should be made to establish a community use agreement with Kineton High School that 

sees hockey prioritised on site, allowing the opportunity for the club to relocate closure to Shipston-on-Stour and capacity to grow, without competition 
from other, larger clubs.  

 

Hockey Summary 
 
4.36. This section summarises the findings from the hockey analysis, which will form the basis of the recommendation and action plan section for Stratford-

on-Avon.  
 
4.37. Table 44 includes the response to 5 key questions which are identified in the Sport England PPOSS Guidance Checklists.  
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Table 44: Key PPOSS Findings for Hockey in Stratford-on-Avon 

 

Key Question Analysis 

What are the main characteristics of the 
current supply and demand for 
provision? 

There is a total of 3 full size AGPs in Stratford-on-Avon that are suitable for Hockey, as well as 3 small sided AGPs. DM Kineton is an 
MOD site and therefore inaccessible to the community. The only sites suitable for competitive hockey are Stratford High School, King 
Edward VI School and Kineton High School.  
 
There are 2 hockey clubs located within Stratford-on-Avon; Stratford HC and Shipston-on-Stour HC. However, Shipston-on-Stour HC 
utilise pitch provision in the Warwick District area.  
 

Is there enough accessible and secured 
community use provision to meet 
current demand? 
 

There is adequate capacity on hockey-appropriate AGPs to meet hockey club demand, alongside football club training demand.  There 
are 32 hours of peak time availability during the week, and 34 hours at the weekends. The vast majority of this spare capacity is from 
Kineton High School.  

Is the provision that is accessible of 
sufficient quality and appropriately 
maintained? 
 

Stratford High School is classed as good quality and Kineton High School as standard. Both are accessible, and have community use 
agreements in place. King Edward VI School is a new development, which is of a very high standard. There is also a community use 
agreement in place for the pitch.  

What are the main characteristics of the 
future supply and demand for 
provision? 
 

Based on membership growth predictions of 5%, it is unlikely that there will be demand for additional teams in the study area over the 
local plan period.   
 

Is there enough accessible and secured 
community use provision to meet future 
demand? 
 

There are adequate hockey facilities to cater for all current and future demand, based on the current stock of pitches remaining 
accessible to the community.  
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5 Rugby Union Analysis 
 

Introduction and Strategic Context 
 
5.1. The Rugby Football Union (RFU) is the national governing body responsible for grassroots and elite rugby in England, with the season operating from 

September to May. 
 

RFU Strategic Plan (2021 Onwards) 
 
5.2. In April 2021, the RFU published the England Rugby Strategy ï A Successful and Thriving Game Across England, with the main purpose being to ñenrich 

lives, introduce more people to rugby and develop the sport for future generationsò. 
 
5.3. Of the eight priorities following goals are of relevance to this strategy: 
 

¶ Enabling positive, enjoyable player experiences: 
ü Improve accessibility for women and girls across the game 
ü Make the game inclusive and attractive for 14ï18-year-olds 
ü Redefine playing opportunities, structures and competitions for current and future player, recognising the strategic importance of the adult 

male game 
 

¶ Supporting clubs to sustain and grow themselves: 
ü Provide support to club volunteers so they can attract new, diverse volunteers and help clubs be fit for the future and self-sustaining. 
ü Provide support to help clubs maximise the benefit from their facilities and assets. 
ü Help clubs manage their risks and liabilities. 

 

¶ Driving rugby union to reflect the diversity of society: 
ü Improve the diversity of all facets of our game and continue to create an inclusive environment for all. 

 

¶ Building a deep understanding of players, volunteers and fans to shape the future of the game: 
ü Build a two-way relationship with our players to identify when and where they play rugby, and how they feel about the game.  
ü Generate greater insights into our volunteers, customers and stakeholders to better serve their needs. 
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¶ Connect with and grow the rugby community:  
ü Unite and engage the rugby community through proactive and effective communication.  
ü Promote the core values across the game. 

 
5.4. The objectives and targets of the RFU will be referenced throughout this strategy and utilised to prioritise facility development projects as part of the 

recommendations and action plan section. 
 

England Rugby Women and Girls Action Plan (2021-2027) 
 
5.5. Alongside the general strategic plan referenced above, England Rugby has also developed the óEvery Roseô action plan. The strategy highlights the 

historical progress that has been achieved and makes four key commitments to the women and girlsô game, to be accomplished by 2027.  
 
5.6. The aims of the óEvery Roseô action plan that are relevant to this PPOSS are:  
 

¶ Increasing number of female players to 100,000 by 2027: 
ü Retain ï understand where the highest number of players, clubs and teams sit; provide clear and appropriate formats for women and girls to 

play and align appropriate playing opportunities; utilise existing and new data and insight to continually assess the rapid growth of the game, 
to ensure the needs of women and girls are continually being met. 

ü Recruit ï ensure that the growth of the grassroots game is supported by having the right facilities and volunteers in the right places; transition 
players from introductory programmes in the community into clubs by creating playing opportunities that players wish to take part in. 

 

¶ Enablers: 
ü Coach and match official development ï increase the visibility of female coaches and match officials from ethnically diverse communities in 

the grassroots and elite game; support female coaches and match officials with potential to impact the growth and success of future teams 
through targeted mentoring.  

 

¶ Volunteer and leadership development ï provide support to club and CB volunteers to help them attract new and diverse volunteers; 
communicate effectively with current female leaders and ex-players and invite them onto training and leadership pathways.  

 

¶ Competitions and playing opportunities ï deliver a competition framework and girls game age bands designed to retain more women and girls 
for longer in line with player feedback. 
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Supply  
 

Quality Assessment 
 
5.7. Each site was visited and assessed by SLL using non-technical assessments as determined by the RFU. The methodology for assessing rugby pitch 

quality analyses two key elements; the maintenance programme and level of drainage. Consultation with clubs and the RFU is then used to check site 
assessments.  

 
5.8. Each pitch is scored and classified in one of three categories. These represent actions required to improve site quality. A breakdown for each of the two 

scoring elements and three respective categories is provided in the following two tables. 
 

Table 45: Rugby Pitch Maintenance Quality Assessment Specifications 6 

 

Category Overall Quality Rating 

MO Action requires significant improvements to the maintenance programme 

M1 Action requires minor improvements to the maintenance programme 

M2 Action requires no improvements to the maintenance programme 

 
Table 46: Rugby Pitch Drainage Quality Assessment Specifications 7 

 

Category Overall Quality Rating 

DO Action on pipe draining system is needed on pitch 

D1 Action on silt drainage system is needed on pitch 

D2 No action is needed on pitch drainage 

D3 No action is needed on pipe drainage or slit drainage. 

 
5.9. These scores are then combined to provide a match equivalent capacity, as calculated in Table 47 below. Depending on the score of a site, a pitch is 

assigned a certain carrying capacity which can then be used to calculate the overall capacity of a site. Only senior pitches used by community rugby 
clubs will be considered as part of the supply and demand analysis, as all other sites are unavailable for use due to being located on education or MOD 
sites.  

 
6 Source: RFU PPOSS Guidance 
7 Source: RFU PPOSS Guidance 
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Table 47: Match Equivalent Calculation for Rugby Pitches. Source: Appendices 4a to 4c ï Rugby Football Union 

 

Drainage 
Maintenance 

Poor (M0) Standard (M1) Good (M2) 

Natural Inadequate (DO) 0.5 1.5 2 

Natural Adequate (D1) 1.5 2 3 

Pipe Drained (D2) 1.75 2.5 3.25 

Pipe and Slit Drained (D3) 2 3 3.5 

 
5.10. Table 48 summarises the quality assessment results for those pitches currently used by the community.  
 

Table 48: Quality Summary by Pitch Type 
 

Drainage 
Maintenance 

Poor (M0) Standard (M1) Good (M2) 

Natural Inadequate (D0) - 3 - 

Natural Adequate (D1) - 4 2 

Pipe Drained (D2) - 7 3 

Pipe and Slit Drained (D3) - - - 

 

Quantity Overview 
 
5.11. There are 17 sites with a total of 41 pitches in Stratford-on-Avon. The ownership of the 17 rugby union sites across the Study Area is shown in Table 49.  
 

Table 49: Ownership of Rugby Union Sites in Stratford-on-Avon 
 

Sub-category Ownership Management 

Charity, Trust 0 0 

Education 8 8 

Local Authority 0 0 
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Sub-category Ownership Management 

MOD 1 1 

Private 0 0 

Sport Club 7 7 

 
5.12. As shown above, there are no local authority owned sites in Stratford-on-Avon, with 8 sites under education ownership and management and 7 operated 

by rugby clubs.  
 
5.13. Table 50 provides a breakdown of the rugby sites in Stratford-on-Avon. The education sites have been classed as Standard, as although the non-

technical site assessments were undertaken where possible and all pitches appeared to be of sufficient quality, without fully understanding the drainage 
and maintenance schedules, pitches have been assumed to be M1/D1 (Standard) quality.  

 
Table 50: Rugby Site Breakdown of Security of Community Use 

 

Site Name Postcode Sub Area Available 
Security of 

Use 
Ownership 

No. Adult 
Pitches 

No. 
Mini/Midi 
Pitches 

Pitch 
Quality 

Floodlit 
Ancillary 
Facilities 

Alcester Grammar 
School Pitches 

B49 5ED SA1 Unavailable Unsecure Education 1 0 M1/D1 No 
Standard ï 

School Changing 

Alcester Rugby 
Club 

B49 5QF SA1 Available Secure Sports Club 2 1 M1/D1 No Standard 

St Benedictôs 
Catholic High 
School 

B49 6PX SA1 Unavailable Unsecure Education 1 0 M1/D1 No 
Standard ï 

School Changing 

Studley High 
School 

B80 7QX SA1 Unavailable Unsecure Education 1 0 M1/D1 No 
Standard ï 

School Changing 

Birmingham And 
Solihull Rugby 
Club 

B94 5LH SA2 Available Secure Sports Club 2 2 M2/D1 

1x 
Senior 

+ 
Training 

area 

Poor 
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Site Name Postcode Sub Area Available 
Security of 

Use 
Ownership 

No. Adult 
Pitches 

No. 
Mini/Midi 
Pitches 

Pitch 
Quality 

Floodlit 
Ancillary 
Facilities 

Claverdon RFC CV35 8HN SA2 Available Secure Sports Club 3 0 M1/D2 1 Standard 

Henley in Arden 
High School 

B95 6AF SA2 Unavailable Unsecure Education 1 0 M1/D1 No 
Standard ï 

School Changing 

Harbury Rugby 
Club 

CV33 9JN SA3 Available Secure Sports Club 3 3 M2/D2 
Training 

area 
Good 

Southam College CV47 0JW SA3 Unavailable Unsecure Education 1 1 M1/D1 No 
Standard ï 

School Changing 

Southam RUFC CV47 2DH SA3 Available Secure Sports Club 3 0 M1/D2 1 Standard 

Shipston High 
School 

CV36 4DY SA4 Unavailable Unsecure Education 1 0 M1/D1 No Standard 

Shipston-on-Stour 
Rugby Football 
Club 

CV36 4BH SA4 Available 

1 pitch 
secure / 2 

pitches 
unsecure 

Sports Club 3 0 M1/D0 1 Good 

King Edward VI 
School Playing 
Fields (KES 
Playing Field) 

CV37 7HW SA5 Available Secure Education 2 5 M1/D1 No Poor 

Stratford upon 
Avon Rugby 
Football Club 

CV37 7DP SA5 Available Secure Sports Club 3 0 
1x M1/D2 
2x M1/D1 

1 Poor 

DM Kineton CV47 2UD SA6 Unavailable Unsecure MOD 1 0 M1/D1 No Standard 
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Site Name Postcode Sub Area Available 
Security of 

Use 
Ownership 

No. Adult 
Pitches 

No. 
Mini/Midi 
Pitches 

Pitch 
Quality 

Floodlit 
Ancillary 
Facilities 

Kineton High 
School 

CV35 0JX SA6 Unavailable Secure Education 1 0 M1/D1 No 
Standard ï 

School Changing 

 
5.14. As per consultation with the RFU, only posted pitches will be taken into consideration for the PPOSS assessment. It is agreed that the inclusion of 

junior/mini, unposted pitches the grass pitch analysis contributes to an inaccurate picture because of the flexibility and clubsô ability to change or remove 
pitches easily. Therefore, for the purpose this assessment, it is presumed that all junior and mini rugby demand is met on adult grass pitches.  
 

5.15. As highlighted in consultation, Shipston-on-Stour RFCôs main pitch is designated recreational land and has 70 years left of a lease agreement. However, 
the other 2 senior pitches are unsecure, which the land owner has aspirations to develop as houses. Therefore, they are classed as unsecure.  

 
5.16. The quality of community rugby union pitches in Stratford-on-Avon is generally high. 84% of pitches have a carrying capacity of 2 or more, increasing 

the flexibility of pitches to cater for multiple fixtures or mid-week training.   
 
5.17. There are a lot of grass rugby union pitches on education sites with no community use. Although rugby union community demand is currently being 

provided for on other sites, utilising these pitches in the medium-term may be a good option to develop rugby union clubs within Stratford-on-Avon. 
However, this needs to be driven by the relevant parties in order for schools to open their doors to the community.  

 
5.18. Map 5 shows the geographic location of the rugby pitches across the Study Area.  
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Map 10: Rugby Union Pitch Audit in Stratford-on-Avon 
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Current Demand 
 
5.19. Through the demand consultations with clubs, 8 clubs have been identified in Stratford-on-Avon. Utilising this club consultation and affiliation data 

provided by the RFU, Table 51 provides the team profiles of all community clubs playing in Stratford-on-Avon.  
 

Table 51: Rugby Union Club Profiles for Responding Clubs 8 

 

Club Sub Area 
Adult teams 

(male) 
Adult teams 

(women) 

Junior 
Boys/Mixedô 

teams 

Junior Girlsô 
teams 

Mini / Midi teams Total 

Alcester RFC SA1 2 0 6 0 6 14 

Birmingham & Solihull RFC SA2 2 0 6 0 1 9 

Claverdon Rugby Club SA2 4 0 6 0 6 16 

Harbury Rugby Football Club SA3 2 0 5 0 6 13 

Southam Rugby Union Football 
Club 

SA3 2 0 1 0 3 6 

Shipston on Stour RFC SA4 4 0 7 1 6 18 

Shottery Rugby Football Club SA5 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Stratford Upon Avon RFC SA5 3 0 6 1 5 15 

Total ï Stratford-on-Avon 20 0 37 2 33 92 

 
5.20. All of the rugby union clubs in Stratford-on-Avon were given the opportunity to be consulted as part of the PPOSS process. A summary of consultation 

is included in Table 52.  
 

Table 52: Rugby Club Consultation Summary 

 

Club Site Name Consultation Summary 

Claverdon 
RFC 

¶ Claverdon RFC 
 

Claverdon Rugby Club is based in Ossets Hole Lane. The club owns and manages the site. There are 3 adult pitches of standard 
quality. The drainage and maintenance programmes were described as D2 and M1. The club uses the pitches for 10+ hours for 
training purposes. The club has one team each from U6 to U14, an U18s colts team and two senior teams. The club has aspirations 
to add 2 more youth boys teams. 
 

 
8 Source: PPOSS Club Consultations 
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Club Site Name Consultation Summary 

The ancillary facilities are of standard quality. The club facility development plans include extending the changing rooms. The ground 
is often hired out for private functions. 
 

Harbury Rugby 
Club 

¶ Harbury Rugby Football 
Club (Waterloo Fields) 

Harbury Rugby Football Club is based at Harbury Rugby Football Club, Waterloo Fields. The site is owned, managed and maintained 
by the club. There are 3 grass adult pitches and 3 mini pitches marked out. The pitch is used for 8-9 hours per week for training 
purposes. The quality of pitches was described as good with D2 and M1 ratings. The club has a roster of 2 senior teams and 13 
junior teams with one team in each category from U5 to U17. The club has an all-female Ladies Touch Rugby team called Harbury 
Hurricanes with approximately 20 members. The club highlighted its aspiration of increasing one youth boysô (U13-U18) team.  
 
The facility comprises good quality ancillary facility which includes a small gym room. The club has plans to extend this facility as 
well as the social function space. The club uses a range of 3G (not specified) and indoor facilities in the winter to alleviate strain on 
grass pitches paying hourly rates depending on the venue. The facility is also utilised by two external cricket teams and a local junior 
football team for training and matches. The club maintains the grass cricket square at its own costs and undertakes specific line 
marking for football while also providing storage for portable football goals.  
 
Following the recent review of its 5-year development, Harbury Rugby Football Club has aspirations to add additional floodlighting to 
accommodate training requirements, extend the clubhouse to accommodate female only self-contained showers, improvement and 
addition of car parking provision as well as refurbishment of the bar. 
 

Shipston-on-
Stour Rugby 
Club 

¶ Shipston Rugby Football 
Club (Mayo Road) 

The club has 2 senior teams, 1 competitive U18 team and 13 youth and mini/midi teams from U6 to U15. The club has 5 female only 
teams with plans to increase the youth girlsô team by 2 and the senior menôs team by 1. The clubôs first team pitch is designated 
recreational land with a period of approximately 70 years of lease agreement left. The remaining pitches are owned by an individual 
who has aspirations for development. The club has therefore expressed concerns about the long-term future with potentially 7-8 
years left.  
 
There are 3 adult pitches and 1 mini/midi pitch. The first team pitch is floodlit. The site is managed by the club. The club reported the 
pitch to be of good quality. The club provided D0 and M1 ratings on its drainage and maintenance programme. The club has access 
to good ancillary facilities which include changing rooms, official rooms, showers, toilets, bar, kitchen and training equipment storage.  
 

Shottery 
Rugby Club 

¶ Stratford upon Avon 
Rugby Football Club 

Shottery Rugby Club has a rental agreement of 10+ years with Stratford upon Avon Rugby Club to use one pitch. The club pays 
£100 for each home game and contributes to other costs. The club uses one pitch which was described as good quality with D2 and 
M1 ratings. The club has one senior team and uses the grass pitch for training on the same site which is used for 2-3 hours a week. 
 
The club has access to standard ancillary facilities. The club does not have any facility development plans however, it would be keen 
to support Stratford upon Avon Rugby Club in any development plans. 
 

Southam 
Rugby Union 
Football Club 

¶ Southam Rugby Football 
Club 

Southam Rugby Union Football Club owns and manages the home site on Kineton Road. Mowing, applying fertilisers and weed 
control is carried out by a local contractor who is an ex-player. There are 2 adult pitches and 4 mini/midi pitches of good quality. The 
drainage and maintenance programmes were described as D3 and M1. The club operates 1 veteran team, 2 senior teams and 7 
mini/midi teams from the U6 to U12 age category. The club has a focus on increasing mini junior teams to build age groups up from 
the base with a focus on boys but also including girls over the next 3 years. The club would ideally like to add 5 youth boysô teams 
and 2 youth girlsô teams. 
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Club Site Name Consultation Summary 

There is a provision for standard ancillary facilities which include 120 seats and all covered stands viewing the main pitch. The car 
park allows parking of up to 200 cars. There is a floodlit training pitch, but the standard of lighting is not up to the playing standard. 
The club has a 5-year plan highlighting the facility development plan. Phase 1 includes refurbishment of the current changing room. 
The club self-funded in summer 2023. Phase 2 includes extension of the clubhouse to facilitate increasing mini and junior sections, 
provision of disabled access, disabled toilets, new male and female toilets, new entrance and increased patio area. Phase 3 includes 
provision of floodlights to the main pitch with stand and phase 4 includes providing new changing rooms specifically for women and 
girls. 
 
Informal use of the pitches includes hosting a local junior football team and tug of war by many local teams. 
 

Stratford-on-
Avon RFC 

¶ Stratford upon Avon 
Rugby Football Club 

Stratford upon Avon RFC use two grounds of which one is owned by the club and the other is leased from the council. The lease 
agreement is for 10+ years with the club managing both sites. All three adult pitches are of good quality with D1 and M1 ratings. The 
club uses the pitches for 6-7 hours for training during the week. 
 
The club has 2 senior teams, 1 veteran team and 20+ junior teams across U6 to 18. The adult ladies touch rugby team includes 26 
members and there are 12 girls. The club is focused on increasing female rugby youth and midi teams. The ancillary facilities on site 
are of good quality. The club has plans to build a new clubhouse, changing rooms and showers, as the current ones are old and 
require heavy maintenance and repair. As a result of age, the running costs are high. 
 
KES Grammar School use the training facility with floodlights for midweek training during the winter and Shottery RFC use one of 
the pitches along with ancillary facilities.  
 

 

Supply and Demand Balance 
 

5.21. This section of the report brings together the supply of rugby union pitches across the study area and combines it with community use demand data. A 
supply and demand analysis is then undertaken for all sites that provide community use rugby union provision, which is subsequently brought together 
to provide a view of the current and future position for rugby union across the study area. 

 

Peak Time Capacity 
 

5.22. To assess the availability of rugby union facilities at peak times, it has been assumed that the period of highest demand for rugby matches is on a 
Saturday afternoon for adult men; Sunday morning for mini and junior rugby union; and Sunday afternoon for adult women. Therefore, each senior pitch 
can potentially cater for 3 peak time sessions per week.  
 

5.23. As highlighted earlier, this assessment will only consider posted senior pitches, so the following analysis will assume demand from all teams is met on 
senior pitches. Match Equivalent Sessions are calculated as 0.5 per week for senior and youth teams. However, where mini/midi demand is met by 
senior pitches, each team is assigned 0.25 MES per week. This is due to the fact they will use half a full-sized senior pitch every other week. 
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5.24. E.g. Alcester Rugby Club ï There are 2 senior rugby union pitches and therefore there are 6 peak time pitch sessions available each week (Saturday 
morning, Sunday morning and Sunday afternoon). Alcester RFC have a demand of 1 senior male MES per week. As there are 2 peak time Saturday 
slots available, there is a spare peak time capacity for Saturday of 1 MES.  

 
5.25. Please note that all demand is measured in match equivalent sessions. Table 53 below shows the peak time capacity for sites that cater for club rugby 

in Stratford-on-Avon, therefore other sites have not been included, despite having rugby union pitches.  
 

Table 53: Peak Time Capacity at Rugby Club Sites 

 

Site Name 

Peak Time Supply Peak Time Demand Peak Time Capacity 

Senior Pitch 
Senior 
Male  

Senior 
Female 

Colts/Youth Mini 
Saturday (1 

session) 
Sunday 
Morning 

Sunday 
Afternoon 

Alcester Rugby Club 2 1 0 3 1.5 1 -2.5 2 

Birmingham and Solihull Rugby Club 2 1 0 3 0.25 1 -1.25 2 

Claverdon RFC 3 2 0 3 1.5 1 -1.5 3 

Harbury Rugby Club 3 1 0 2.5 1.5 2 -1 3 

Shipston-on-Stour RFC 2 2 0 4 1.5 0 -3.5 2 

Southam RFC 3 1 0 0.5 0.75 2 1.75 3 

Stratford-upon-Avon RFC 3 2 0 3.5 1.25 1 -1.75 3 

 
5.26. This table demonstrates that there is currently spare peak time capacity on Saturdays all club sites, other than Shipston-on-Stour RFC, where there is a 

neutral position. There is also large amounts of spare capacity for the peak time on Sunday afternoons, due to the lack of senior female rugby in the 
study area.  
 

5.27. However, due to the large numbers of youth teams across the study area, there are deficits for Sunday morning availability on all pitch sites, other than 
Southam RFC.  

 
5.28. Table 54 details how training and match demand is spread across pitches in Stratford-on-Avon. Training demand is assumed to occur midweek and can 

only be placed on floodlit grass pitches or AGPs. As many clubs did not indicate training demand on the consultation survey, where necessary, Table 54 
will allocate 1 hour per week for training demand for each senior team, and 1 hour per week for each junior age group.  
 

5.29. If training pitches become overplayed due to training demand, these are then removed from match pitch supply.  
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5.30. For clarity the table only includes sites that are available for community rugby union. The impact of securing community use agreements at currently 
unavailable sites should be explored at Stage D.  
 
Table 54: Supply and Demand Capacity Balance by Site (All Figures in MES) 

 

Site 
Sub 
Area 

Number of 
Floodlit Pitches 

Mid-Week Day/Training Weekend Match Day  

Total Pitch 
Balance 

Supply Demand Balance Supply Demand Balance 

Alcester Rugby Club SA1 0 0 0 0 4 5.5 -1.5 -1.5 

Birmingham and Solihull Rugby Club9 SA2 1 3 3 -1 6 4.25 1.75 0.75 

Claverdon RFC SA2 1 2.5 10 -7.5 5 6.5 -1.5 -9 

Harbury Rugby Club10 SA3 1 3.25 8 -4.75 9.75 5 2.2511 -2.5 

Southam RFC SA3 1 2.5 4 -1.5 5 2.25 0.2512 -1.25 

Shipston-on-Stour RFC SA4 1 1.5 6 -4.5 1.5 7.5 -6 -10.5 

Stratford-upon-Avon RFC SA5 1 2.5 7 -4.5 4 6.75 -2.75 -7.25 

 -23.75 35.25 37.75 -7.5 -31.25 

 
5.31. Table 54 demonstrates that there is currently a significant deficit of -23.75 MES for training provision in the study area, caused mainly by lack of floodlit 

pitches and large team numbers and training demand highlighted by clubs. Claverdon RFC have the largest training deficit with -7.5 MES, followed by 
Harbury RFC with -4.75 MES, Shipston-on-Stour RFC with -4.5 MES, Stratford-upon-Avon RFC with -4.5 MES, Southam with -1.5 MES and Birmingham 
and Solihull RC with -1 MES. Alcester Rugby Club do not have access to a floodlit pitch for training, however training takes place on site in an unmarked 
area. Therefore, although there is training demand, it does not impact existing pitch provision. However, the club do require access to suitable training 
facilities and/or floodlights, as the current training area is significantly over used.  

 

 
9 Birmingham and Solihull RFC ï All training takes place on the floodlit training area.  
10 Harbury Rugby Club - All training takes place on the floodlit training area. 
11 Harbury Rugby Club ï Due to the use of 2 of the grass pitches to meet football demand, there can be no spare capacity due to shared usage. However, the first team pitch is not over marked, 
leaving 2.25 MES of spare capacity.  
12 Southam RFC ï Due to the use of 1 grass pitches to meet football demand, there can be no spare capacity due to shared usage. However, the first team pitch is not over marked, leaving 0.25 
MES of spare capacity. 
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5.32. There is also a deficit of -7.5 for match day provision, although Birmingham and Solihull Rugby Club and Southam RFC have small levels of spare 
capacity for weekend match play. 

 
5.33. 2 pitches at Harbury RFC are overmarked with football pitches and meet demand from community football clubs. Therefore, due to shared usage, there 

can be no spare capacity for match play. For this reason, all spare capacity from the 2 pitches has been removed. However, the 1st team pitch is not 
overmarked, and has a capacity of 3.25 MES per week. It only meets demand for 1 MES per week, leaving 2.25 MES of spare capacity. 

 
5.34. 1 senior pitch at Southam RFC is also overmarked with a football pitch, therefore removing any spare capacity. However, spare capacity remains on the 

1st team pitch.  

 
5.35. When considering the total pitch balance of grass pitches in Stratford-on-Avon, there is a deficit of -31.25 MES.  

 

Future Demand 
 

5.36. Future Demand driven by Population growth will lead to additional teams within Stratford-on-Avon.  
 

5.37. In order to calculate the future demand for rugby in Stratford-on-Avon, a Team Generation Rate (TGR) has been calculated using the current number of 
teams and the current population. This measure allows us to calculate what size of population (for various age groups) will typically cause enough 
demand for a rugby team.  

 
5.38. This Team Generation Rate can now be applied to the population projections for the Study Area to confirm how population growth or reduction will affect 

the demand for teams in each of the key age groups.  
 
5.39. Table 55 shows the TGR calculations for Stratford-on-Avon split by sub area. As there is only current demand for rugby union in SA1 and SA4, it is only 

possible calculate future demand for these sub areas.  
 
Table 55: Future Demand Projections for Rugby Teams in Stratford-on-Avon Based on TGR Data 

 

SA1 

Age Group 
No. of 
teams 

Current 
Population in 
age group 

Future 
Population  

Current TGR 
Population 
Change 

Potential 
Change in Team 
no. (Rounded 
up or down) 

Total teams by 
2050 

Rugby Union Senior Men (19-45yrs) 2 3752 4306 1876 554 0 2 

Rugby Union Senior Women (19-45yrs) 0 3872 4403 0 531 0 0 
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SA1 

Age Group 
No. of 
teams 

Current 
Population in 
age group 

Future 
Population  

Current TGR 
Population 
Change 

Potential 
Change in Team 
no. (Rounded 
up or down) 

Total teams by 
2050 

Rugby Union Youth Boys (13-18yrs) 6 902 1043 150 141 1 7 

Rugby Union Youth Girls (12-18yrs) 0 1024 1227 0 203 0 0 

Rugby Union Mini/Midi Mixed (7-11yrs) 6 1476 1752 246 276 1 7 

Total ï SA1 16 

 

SA2 

Age Group 
No. of 
teams 

Current 
Population in 
age group 

Future 
Population  

Current TGR 
Population 
Change 

Potential 
Change in Team 
no. (Rounded 
up or down) 

Total teams by 
2050 

Rugby Union Senior Men (19-45yrs) 6 1520 1745 253 225 1 7 

Rugby Union Senior Women (19-45yrs) 0 1569 1784 0 215 0 0 

Rugby Union Youth Boys (13-18yrs) 12 365 422 30 57 2 14 

Rugby Union Youth Girls (12-18yrs) 0 415 497 0 82 0 0 

Rugby Union Mini/Midi Mixed (7-11yrs) 7 598 710 85 112 1 8 

Total - SA2 29 

 

SA3 

Age Group 
No. of 
teams 

Current 
Population in 
age group 

Future 
Population  

Current TGR 
Population 
Change 

Potential 
Change in Team 
no. (Rounded 
up or down) 

Total teams by 
2050 

Rugby Union Senior Men (19-45yrs) 2 3194 3666 1597 472 0 2 

Rugby Union Senior Women (19-45yrs) 0 3296 3748 0 452 0 0 

Rugby Union Youth Boys (13-18yrs) 5 768 888 154 120 1 6 

Rugby Union Youth Girls (12-18yrs) 0 872 1045 0 173 0 0 
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SA3 

Age Group 
No. of 
teams 

Current 
Population in 
age group 

Future 
Population  

Current TGR 
Population 
Change 

Potential 
Change in Team 
no. (Rounded 
up or down) 

Total teams by 
2050 

Rugby Union Mini/Midi Mixed (7-11yrs) 6 1256 1492 209 236 1 7 

Total ï SA3 15 

 

SA4 

Age Group 
No. of 
teams 

Current 
Population in 
age group 

Future 
Population  

Current TGR 
Population 
Change 

Potential 
Change in Team 
no. (Rounded 
up or down) 

Total teams by 
2050 

Rugby Union Senior Men (19-45yrs) 4 1886 2164 472 278 1 5 

Rugby Union Senior Women (19-45yrs) 0 1946 2213 0 267 0 0 

Rugby Union Youth Boys (13-18yrs) 7 453 524 65 71 1 8 

Rugby Union Youth Girls (12-18yrs) 1 515 617 515 102 0 1 

Rugby Union Mini/Midi Mixed (7-11yrs) 6 742 881 124 139 1 7 

Total ï SA4 21 

 

SA5 

Age Group 
No. of 
teams 

Current 
Population in 
age group 

Future 
Population  

Current TGR 
Population 
Change 

Potential 
Change in Team 
no. (Rounded 
up or down) 

Total teams by 
2050 

Rugby Union Senior Men (19-45yrs) 6 6427 7376 1071 949 1 7 

Rugby Union Senior Women (19-45yrs) 0 6633 7541 0 908 0 0 

Rugby Union Youth Boys (13-18yrs) 7 1545 1786 221 241 1 8 

Rugby Union Youth Girls (12-18yrs) 1 1754 2102 1754 348 0 1 

Rugby Union Mini/Midi Mixed (7-11yrs) 8 2528 3002 316 474 2 10 
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SA5 

Age Group 
No. of 
teams 

Current 
Population in 
age group 

Future 
Population  

Current TGR 
Population 
Change 

Potential 
Change in Team 
no. (Rounded 
up or down) 

Total teams by 
2050 

Total ï SA5 26 

TOTAL ï STRATFORD-ON-AVON 107 

 
5.40. Table 55 illustrates that the projected demand for rugby teams across the Stratford-on-Avon is likely to increase by a total of 15 teams by the end of the 

Local Plan period. 2 of these teams will be located in SA1, whilst 4 in SA2, 2 in SA3, 3 in SA4 and 4 in SA5. The 15 teams will likely be made up of 3 
senior, 6 age grade and 6 mixed mini rugby teams. This will result in a total number of 107 teams in the study area by 2050, as a result of population 
growth.  

 
5.41. The RFU has recently changed their age bands for girlsô rugby union. Mixed rugby was previously up to under 12s, however, as shown on the link, 

individual girlsô rugby now starts at under 12s e.g. year 7 of secondary school. https://www.englandrugby.com/dxdam/da/da5079b1-7d2a-45ac-890c-
d797e11e17c3/ER_Girls%20Age%20Bands.pdf. Moving forward, this may increase the demand for girlsô rugby union specifically.   

 
5.42. While the TGR calculation does not project a growth in female senior or youth age groups, it should be noted that one of the RFUôs key strategic objectives 

is to increase female participation, with potential investment leading to a growth in demand. Therefore, this should be monitored over the Local Plan 
period and pitch/facility adaptions may need to be made in the future.  

 
5.43. It is important to note that this calculation assumes that clubs, the council and the RFU do not improve their marketing or participation schemes over the 

period and are therefore no more successful than they are now in attracting new players to participate in rugby in in the study area. It is expected that 
there will be improved channels of digital communication and improved maintenance technology, as well as higher quality ancillary provision. The output 
of this will be a higher quality and improved ability to generate demand and convert it into participation. 

 

Future Demand driven by Latent demand. 
 
5.44. While a large amount of future demand will be driven by population growth, it is possible that clubs are successful in converting latent demand into actual 

demand, therefore increasing the number of people playing rugby union. A summary of latent demand projections made by clubs is included in Table 
56.  
 

  

https://www.englandrugby.com/dxdam/da/da5079b1-7d2a-45ac-890c-d797e11e17c3/ER_Girls%20Age%20Bands.pdf
https://www.englandrugby.com/dxdam/da/da5079b1-7d2a-45ac-890c-d797e11e17c3/ER_Girls%20Age%20Bands.pdf
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Table 56: Latent Demand Predictions  

 

Club Sub Area Senior Male Senior Female Youth Boys Youth Girls Mini/Midi Total No. Teams 

Claverdon RFC SA2   2   2 

Harbury RFC SA3   1   1 

Southam RFC SA3   5 2  7 

Shipston RFC SA4 1   2  3 

Stratford-on-Avon RFC SA5    1 1 2 

Total 1 0 8 5 1 15 

 
5.45. Latent demand predictions suggest that there could be an additional 15 teams in the study area over the next 3-5 years. Of these 15 teams, 1 is predicted 

to be senior, 8 youth boys teams, 5 youth girls teams and 1 mini team.  
 

5.46. The geographical distribution of the teams is likely to include 2 additional teams in SA2, 8 teams in SA3, 3 in SA4 and 2 new teams in SA5.  
 

5.47. However, latent demand predictions are often not accurate as they are generated through club consultation, meaning they may not actually be realised 
in the long term. Therefore, this Stage C assessment will consider future demand generated through population growth only, and the impact of latent 
demand predictions will be explored as part of the Stage D analysis.  
 

Current and Future Position 
 

5.48. Utilising the data from the previous section, Table 57 shows the current and future position for grass rugby pitches across the study area. 
 
5.49. The points below provide further explanation on the terms used within the tables: 

 

¶ Current balance: The supply and demand position for rugby union pitches, when taking into consideration the extent of spare capacity and then 
deducting the amount of overplay. 

¶ Projected balance: The projected supply and demand analysis for 2050, using the current position and taking into consideration the additional 
demand from future population growth. 

 
5.50. As highlighted by Table 55, there is predicted to be team growth in each sub area due to population growth. Again, senior and youth teams will be 

allocated 0.5 MES for match play, whilst mini teams will generate 0.25 MES. It is presumed that each adult and junior team will train for 1 MES per week.  
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5.51. Table 57 shows the current and future position for all grass rugby provision in the study area. 
 
Table 57: Current and Future Position for All Community Available Rugby Grass Provision 

 

Area 
Current Balance Projected Balance 

Training Match Training Match 

SA1 0 -1.5 -2 -2.25 

SA2 -8.5 0.25 -12.5 -1 

SA3 -6.25 2.5 -8.25 1.75 

SA4 -4.5 -6 -7.5 -7.25 

SA5 -4.5 -2.75 -8.5 -4.25 

Stratford-on-Avon Study Area -23.75 -7.5 -38.75 -13 

 
5.52. Table 57 highlights that the current Stratford-on-Avon-wide training deficit of -23.75 MES is likely to increase to -38.75 by 2050. The largest deficit will 

be in SA2 where there is predicted to be a shortfall of -12.5 MES per week for training. The match play deficit will also worsen, increasing from -7.5 MES 
to -13 MES by the end of the local plan period.  
 

5.53. However, there are 8 other sites in the study area, with 9 pitches, that currently do not meet any community rugby union demand and have a potential 
capacity of 18 MES. As they are all located on education sites securing community use agreements, could eradicate much of the current and future 
deficits for rugby union. This will be explored further as part of the Stage D analysis.  

 
5.54. Other methods of reducing the shortfall, such as pitch quality improvements, floodlighting additional pitches and WR22 3G development will also be 

explored as part of the Stage D analysis.  
 

Rugby League  
 
5.55. Although there are no formal rugby league facilities present in the study area, NEW Ravens are a rugby league club that utilise Birmingham and Solihull 

Rugby Club. The club did not engage with consultation, but affiliation data provided by the RFL indicates that in 2023, they had 5 teams and 122 
members.  
 

5.56. In the 2024 season, the club played 6 fixtures, 3 of which were at Birmingham and Solihull Rugby Club.  
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5.57. As a result of this low fixture demand and as union and league seasons only marginally overlap, there would be very little impact on the overall training 
and match play peak time capacity of the grass pitches at Birmingham and Solihull Rugby Club. However, long-term pitch quality may be impacted 
marginally, as rugby league usage may interfere with pitch maintenance and recovery schedules on site.  

 

Rugby Union Summary 
 

5.58. This section summarises the findings from the rugby analysis, which will form the basis of the recommendation and action plan section Stratford-on-
Avon. 
 

5.59. Table 58 includes the response to 5 key questions which are identified in the Sport England PPOSS Guidance Checklists.  
 
Table 58: Key PPOSS Findings for Rugby Union in Stratford-on-Avon 

 

Key Question Analysis 

What are the main characteristics of 
the current supply and demand for 
provision? 

There are currently 7 rugby union club sites in Stratford-on-Avon, with a total of 19 senior pitches that are available to community. There 
are 10 other sites in the study that are currently unavailable for community use. 7 of these are education sites and one is owned by the 
MOD,  
 
There are 8 clubs in the study area, comprised of 92 teams; 20 senior, 39 youth and 33 mini/midi.  
 

Is there enough accessible and 
secured community use provision to 
meet current demand? 

There is a current deficit of 23.75 MES for training in the study area due to lack of floodlit pitches and high levels of demand for them. There 
is a small shortfall of 7.5 MES for weekend match play. This is impacted by the pitches at Harbury RFC and Southam RFC also being used 
to meet football demand.  
 

Is the provision that is accessible of 
sufficient quality and appropriately 
maintained? 

Pitches across all 7 accessible sites are of generally good quality, but due to the lack of floodlighting, they cannot cater for the training 
demand from clubs.  
 
There are 8 currently unavailable education sites located in the study area that could contribute to alleviating this shortfall if community use 
agreements were put in place.  
 

What are the main characteristics of 
the future supply and demand for 
provision? 

Based on population growth, it is estimated that will be a total of 26 new teams in Stratford-on-Avon by 2050, creating additional demand 
for 15 hours of training and 6 MES for match play.  
 
There are no additional grass pitch developments currently highlighted, however there is a deficit of 3G AGP provision in the study area. If 
future AGP development was to be rugby union compliant, it could help to reduce some of the training deficit currently experienced in 
Stratford-on-Avon. This potential for and the impact of AGP development on rugby union will be further explored at Stage D of the PPOSS.  
 

Is there enough accessible and 
secured community use provision to 
meet future demand? 

Due to the expected future demand for rugby union provision, the deficit of training availability is expected to increase to -38.75 MES by 
2050. This increase is all a result of population growth only. The match play shortfall is also expected to increase from -7.5 to -13 MES by 
2050.   
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6 Cricket Analysis 
 

Introduction and Strategic Context  
 
6.1. To understand the overall objectives and priorities of the England and Wales Cricket Board (ECB), an analysis of key recent strategies and documentation 

has been undertaken and summarised below. 
 

Inspiring Generations (2019 - 2024) 
 
6.2. The ECB published its new strategic plan in 2019, with the ambition being to inspire a generation to say that ócricket is a game for meô. 
 
6.3. The ECB wants to encourage more young people to form a lifelong relationship with cricket from an early age, to be passionate about the game throughout 

their lives, and to pass this passion on for generations to come. 
 
6.4. The ECB will deliver in cricketôs purpose and ambition through six priorities: 
 

1. Grow and nurture the core: Ensure that there is a thriving county network at the heart of the domestic game. 
2. Inspire through elite teams: Create and celebrate the heroes at the pinnacle of the elite game. 
3. Make cricket accessible: Give more people the opportunity to engage with cricket more often 
4. Engage children and young people: Inspire a new generation of players and fans to develop a love for cricket. 
5. Transform womenôs and girlsô cricket: Drive cricketôs progress to becoming a truly gender-neutral sport. 
6. Support our communities: Use the purpose to connect communities and improve lives more broadly across society. 

 
6.5. It is key that this PPOSS recognises the opportunity made available by Inspiring Generations and provides a framework that allows stakeholders to work 

together and deliver against the priorities identified above. It is also vital that any facility development for cricket takes the objectives of the strategy into 
consideration, namely the growth of entry level cricket, women and girlsô cricket, T20 and engagement of previously hard-to-reach demographics groups. 

 

Development Priorities 
 

All Stars Cricket (2017) 
 
6.6. Launched in 2017, All Stars Cricket is an ECB initiative that provides children aged five to eight with an introduction to cricket, focusing on parental 

engagement in supporting the newly trained All Stars Cricket Activators, as well as having a special focus on establishing womenôs softball and cricket 
events. 
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6.7. In 2023 there were 860 All Stars participants in Stratford-on-Avon and the PPOSS recognises the growth opportunities created by All Stars Cricket. It is 
key for stakeholders to work together and deliver against the key objectives of ómore playô, ógreat teamsô and óinspired fans. 
 

Dynamos Cricket (2020) 
 

6.8. Dynamos Cricket is the second launch by the ECB, adding to the existing All Stars Cricket programme to encourage more boys and girls aged 8 to 11 
years old new to the sport to get involved in the game. In 2023, there were 449 Dynamos participants in the area. 
 
Dynamos is aimed at complementing junior cricket with a more social offer focused on developing fundamental movement skills within an exciting format 
that mirrors the Hundred. An overview of All Stars and Dynamos Cricket in the study area is included in Table 59. 
 
Table 59: All Stars and Dynamos Cricket Participants 

 

Club No. All Stars Particpants No. Dynamos Participants 

Alcester & Ragley 59 43 

Claverdon 44 47 

Earlswood 83 46 

Exhall & Wixford 40 48 

Kineton 58 19 

Norton Lindsey & Wolverton CC 23 28 

Shipston On Stour 74 50 

Southam 51 33 

Stockton Stars 34 0 

Stratford Upon Avon 59 0 

Studley 60 32 

Tanworth and Camp Hill 45 21 

Temple Grafton 0 6 

Wellesbourne 97 76 

Total   
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Women and Girlsô Cricket 
 

6.9. In consultation with the ECB, it has been identified that the development of female cricket is likely to have an impact on supply and demand in the area. 
Womenôs and girlsô cricket is a national priority, with the aspiration to increase the number of women and girlsô teams, increase the number of softball 
leagues and increase the number of hard ball teams. 
 

6.10. Softball cricket is an ECB initiative aimed at women and girls to increase participation in cricket as a sport. The aim of softball cricket sections are 
enjoyment and participation, without pads, a hardball, a heavy bat and limited rules. Sessions follow a festival format with each session running for a 
maximum of two and half hours, shorter than traditional formats. 

 

Supply 
 

6.11. Table 60 below presents a summary of the total number of cricket pitches and wickets in each of the 6 sub-areas, as well as the study area as a whole. 
Stratford-on-Avon has a total of 39 cricket pitches, 285 grass wickets and 20 artificial turf wickets.  
 

6.12. 27% of all grass wickets are located in SA1 (76 wickets). This is followed by SA5 (20%), SA6 (18%), SA2 (15%), SA3 (14%) and finally SA4 (7%) .  

 
6.13. There are 20 artificial wickets in Stratford-on-Avon, with 5 in both SA1 and SA3, 4 in SA5, 3 in SA6 and 2 in SA2 and 1 in SA4.  
 

Table 60: Supply of Cricket Pitches in Stratford-on-Avon 

 

Sub Area Number of pitches Grass Wickets Artificial Wickets 

SA1 10 76 5 

SA2 4 38 2 

SA3 8 39 5 

SA4 3 20 1 

SA5 7 56 4 

SA6 6 50 3 

Total 38 279 20 

 
6.14. Map 6a ï 6f show the distribution of cricket sites across the study area. Due to the number of sites, each sub area has been mapped individually.  
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Map 11a: Cricket sites in SA1 
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Map 12b: Cricket sites in SA2 
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Map 13c: Cricket sites in SA3 
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Map 14d: Cricket sites in SA4 
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Map 15e: Cricket sites in SA5 
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Map 16f: Cricket sites in SA6 

 

 
 






































































































































