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1 Introduction 
 

Study Area  
 
1.1. The study area is the Warwick District Council boundary area. For the purpose of the PPOSS, Warwick is to be split into 4 distinct sub areas. The areas 

covered by each sub area are stated in Table 1. 
 
Table 1: Description of Sub Areas in Warwick 

 

Sub Area Areas 

SA1 Kenilworth 

SA2  Warwick and Warwick District West 

SA3 Leamington, Whitnash and Bishopôs Tachbrook 

SA4 Cubbington, Lillington and Warwick District East 
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Map 1: The Warwick Study Area 
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Current and Future Population 
 
1.2. The most up-to-date ONS population predictions were developed in 2018 and only look forward to 2043. The South Warwickshire Local Plan that this 

PPOSS will feed into, considers growth up to 2050. Due to this, the steering group agreed a method of accurately predicting population growth past the 
current ONS predictions:  

 

¶ The current population data is determined by taking the predicted population growth between 2021 and 2024 from ONS figures and adding it to 
Census 2021 data. This gives us our starting point of 2024 population. 

¶ Then the predicted growth between 2025 and 2043 from the 2018 ONS predictions is added it to the 2024 predictions, giving the updated future 
population to 2043. 

¶ The total growth between 2025 and 2043 is then divided by 19 (number of years) to find the average yearly growth. 

¶ This is then multiplied by 7 to find growth over the 7 additional years, which is then added to the 2043 data to provide final future population to 2050.  
 
1.3. Table 2 shows the current and future population figures that will be used to inform this PPOSS:  
 

Table 2: Current and Future Population for Warwick District Council Area 

 

 Population 2024 Population 2050 

Warwick 151,367 175,667 

 

Project Scope and Objectives  
 
1.4. Warwick District Council (WDC) and Stratford-on-Avon District Council (SADC) have issued Strategic Leisure Limited with a joint commission for the 

development of two individual Playing Pitch and Outdoor Sports Strategies (PPOSS) to provide the Council with clear evidence base and set of 
recommendations for future outdoor sports facility development. The PPOSS will form part of a wider suite of strategic planning documents that will feed 
into the development of the South Warwickshire Local Plan.  
 

1.5. A PPOSS is a strategic assessment that provides an up-to-date analysis of supply and demand for playing pitches (grass and artificial) and its current 
and future demand in the local authority. The strategy and the evidence base upon which it is based is delivered using national guidance and facility 
insight from specific Governing Bodies of Sport. The assessment will focus on facilities used by the following sports:  

 
¶ Football  
¶ Rugby Union  
¶ Rugby League 
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¶ Cricket   
¶ Hockey  
¶ Tennis 
¶ Netball  
¶ Outdoor Bowls 
¶ Athletics   

 
1.6. Within these sports, the strategy will seek as far as is practicable to include consideration of all forms of play, whether; 
 

¶ Club and league based (formal) competitions and training.  
¶ Less formal programmed forms of the respective sports (e.g. turn up and play products such as Rush Hockey, Walking Football, All Stars Cricket, 

and Touch Rugby)  
¶ Informal and un-programmed play by groups of residents, workers, students, school friends (out of school).  

 
1.7. The PPOSS will provide a holistic analysis of sports facilities across the Study Area. This will lead to a comprehensive set of recommendations for the 

future development of leisure / health and wellbeing provisions, in line with the needs of local residents. 
 
1.8. The steering group has worked with the Council to provide a strategy that is fit-for-purpose and addresses the specific issues and risks for the area. It is 

key that this Playing Pitch Strategy reflects the local context and enables the Council to maximise the amount of high-quality sporting provision for its 
residents, while understanding the need to meet planning and housing requirements.  
 

1.9. A detailed overview of WDCôs strategic priorities as well as geographical and demographic issues are highlighted in Appendix 2.  
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Methodology  
 
1.10. The assessment methodology adopted for the PPOSS follows the published guidance from Sport England. The guidance used is the 2013 version, 

Playing Pitch Strategy Guidance ï An Approach to Developing and Delivering a Playing Pitch Strategy1. Figure 1.1 summarises the approach proposed 
in this guidance and is broken down into 10 steps.  

 
Figure 1: Developing and Delivering a Playing Pitch Strategy ï The 10 Step Approach (Sport England, 2013) 

 

 
 
1.11. Stage B of the PPS methodology involves the gathering of supply and demand information from a range of sources. An initial audit of outdoor sports 

facilities is gathered using Sport Englandôs Active Places Power (APP) online tool. This audit will then form the basis of the supply information, before 
being informed through other sources. Non-technical site assessments, club surveys, and Council officer and NGB consultation will also influence this 
information before it is presented at Stage B.  
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1.12. The supply information at Stage B should include the following: 

 
¶ Site name and location 
¶ Ownership and management type 
¶ Number and type of pitches 
¶ Accessibility 
¶ Pitch and ancillary facility quality 
¶ Maintenance information 
¶ Security of tenure or community use agreements 
¶ The views of users, providers and other relevant groups.  

 
1.13. In addition to supply data, it is important to gather information regarding the demand for outdoor sports facilities. Using information provided by NGBs at 

Stage A, club affiliation data, league secretaries, education information and club surveys etc, it is possible to build an accurate picture of the demand for 
that each specific site caters for. The demand information required to inform the PPOSS is as follows: 

 
¶ Sport clubs matches and training. 
¶ Casual and other demand 
¶ Educational demand 
¶ Displaced demand 
¶ Unmet and latent demand 
¶ Trends and changes 
¶ Future demand 

 
1.14. All pitch sports are subject to the Playing Pitch Strategy (PPS) methodology, whereas other outdoor sports (e.g. tennis) are assessed using the Assessing 

Needs and Opportunities Guidance (ANOG). There are 4 stages to the ANOG assessment:  
 
¶ Stage A ï Prepare and tailor the approach. 

ü Establish a clear understanding of the purpose, scope and scale of the assessment. This will be undertaken in line with Stage A of the PPS 
methodology.  
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¶ Stage B ï Gather information on supply and demand. 
ü To build a clear picture of the supply of outdoor facilities, information will be gathered on the quality, quantity, accessibility and availability of 

individual sites.  
ü Demand data such as local population, club affiliation, educational demand, unmet/latent demand, future growth and sport specific priorities 

will be gathered.  
ü Supply and demand data will be gathered alongside Stage B of the PPS methodology, using consultation, club surveys, site assessments etc.  

 
¶ Stage C ï Assessment ï bringing the information together. 

ü Development of the key findings regarding quality, quantity, accessibility and availability of outdoor sports provision in the area. Implications 
of each site will be developed on the principle of protect, enhance and provide.  
 

¶ Application ï Application of the assessment 
ü All key findings and priorities from Stage A ï C will be applied and used to inform sports strategy, planning policy, infrastructure planning and 

funding applications.  
 

1.15. The findings in this report are based on data collected from several credible sources, including but not limited to;  
 

¶ Local authority and public policy strategic documentation;  
¶ Sport England tools, including the Facility Planning Model (FPM), Active Places Power, the Active People Survey, Market Segmentation and the 

Sports Facility Calculator;  
¶ Stakeholder consultation, including Warwick Council Officers and Members, Sport England, relevant National Governing Bodies of Sport, education 

providers, key user clubs; and  

¶ Site visits, undertaken at all strategically important sites across the Study Area.   
 
1.16. A project steering group comprising representation from the Council, Sport England and National Governing Bodies of Sport (NGBs) has guided the 

study from its commencement. At critical milestones, the Steering Group members have reviewed and verified the data and information collected to allow 
the work to proceed efficiently through each stage.  
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Report structure  
 
1.17. The structure of the PPOSS assessment report is as follows: 
 

¶ Section 1 ï Introduction and Methodology  
¶ Section 2 ï Football  
¶ Section 3 ï Artificial Grass Pitches 
¶ Section 4 ï Hockey 
¶ Section 5 ï Rugby Union  
¶ Section 6 ï Rugby League 
¶ Section 7 ï Cricket  
¶ Section 8 ï Tennis  
¶ Section 9 ï Netball  
¶ Section 10 ï Bowls   
¶ Section 11 - Athletics 

 
 
1.18. In addition to this needs assessment, a strategy document has also been produced, which provides future recommendations, scenario testing and a site-

by-site action plan for key sites across the local authority.   
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2 Football Stage C Assessment   
 

Introduction 
 
2.1. This section of the report focusses on the supply and demand for grass football pitches. There is a separate standalone section that covers all Artificial 

Grass Pitches (AGP) including the 3rd Generation (3G) pitches, that are becoming increasingly important to service the needs of football for both 
competitive play and training.  

 
2.2. This section includes the headline findings from the PPOSS, as well as a site-by-site analysis of football sites across Warwick.  
 

Strategic Priorities for Football 
 

2.3. Football in the study area is governed by Birmingham County FA, who work to administer the provision of football in Warwick and support the strategic 
priorities highlighted below. 
 

2.4. The Football Associationôs (FA) National Football Facilities Strategy (NFFS) provides a strategic framework that sets out key priorities and targets for the 
national game (i.e., football) over a ten-year period.  

 
2.5. The Strategy sets out shared aims and objectives it aims to deliver on in conjunction with The Premier League, Sport England and the Government, to 

be delivered with support of the Football Foundation.  

 
2.6. These stakeholders have clearly identified the aspirations for football to contribute directly to nationally important social and health priorities. Alongside 

this, the strategy is clear that traditional, affiliated football remains an important priority and a core component of the game, whilst recognising and 
supporting the more informal environments used for the community and recreational game. Its vision is: ñWithin 10 years we aim to deliver great football 
facilities, wherever they are neededò 

 
2.7. The NFFS investment priorities can be broadly grouped into six areas, recognising the need to grow the game, support existing players and better 

understand the different football environments:  
 

¶ Improve 20,000 Natural Turf pitches, with a focus on addressing drop off due to a poor playing experience.  

¶ Deliver 1,000 3G AGP óequivalentsô (mix of 11v11 and small sided provision, including MUGAs - small, sided facilities are likely to have a key role 
in smaller / rural communities and encouraging multi-sport offers), enhancing the quality of playing experience and supporting a sustainable 
approach to grass roots provision 
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¶ Deliver 1,000 changing pavilions/clubhouses, linked to multi-pitch or hub sites, supporting growth (particularly in women and girlsô football), 
sustainability and providing a facility infrastructure to underpin investment in coaching, officials and football development.  

¶ Support access to flexible indoor spaces, including equipment and court markings, to support growth in futsal, walking football and to support the 
education and skills outcomes, exploiting opportunities for football to positively impact on personal and social outcomes for young people.  

¶ Refurbish existing stock to maintain current provision, recognising the need to address historic under-investment and issues with refurbishment of 
existing facilities.  

¶ Support testing of technology and innovation, building on customer insight to deliver hubs for innovation, testing and development of the game. 
 
2.8. Work carried out as part of the updated Football Foundationôs Local Football Facility Plan (LFFP) in 2019, established a 10-year vision for football facilities 

that aims to transform the playing pitch stock and óbuiltô facilities in a sustainable way. It will build on existing local evidence and strategic planning work. 
For example, an LFFP will complement and take forward relevant actions from a Local Authorityôs óPlaying Pitch Strategyô (PPOSS) rather than acting 
as a substitute for having a PPOSS in place. By doing so, an LFFP will identify the FA and FFôs priority projects to deliver and will act as an investment 
portfolio for schemes that require funding. As such, we estimate that 90% of all national football investment (FA, Premier League, Sport England and 
DCMS via the Football Foundation) in your Authority will be identified via your LFFPô.  
 

2.9. The LFFP is intended for footballs use towards potential projects. This Playing Pitch Strategy supersedes the LFFP and should help to inform its 
recommendations and priority projects. Therefore, it is recommended the LFFP should be updated following the completion of the PPOSS.  

 
2.10. The 2018 LFFP for Warwick District highlighted the need for additional 3G development in the area. 6 priority sites were identified, to be informed by 

further work including this PPS:  St Nicholas Park Leisure Centre, John Atkinson Sports Centre (Myton School), Racing Club Warwick, Newbold Comyn, 
Castle Farm and Oakley School (new site). However, the LFFP stated that only one of the John Atkinson Sports Centre or Racing Club Warwick projects 
would go ahead and since the LFFP was finalised, an 11v11 and small-sided 3G pitch has been developed at Racing Club Warwick. Other changes 
include the loss of Meadows Community Centre and its subsequent replacement, a development of 2 11v11 3G AGPs at Kenilworth School.  

 

Supply 
 

2.11. The audit identifies a total of 157 grass football pitches across 45 sites in Warwick. 137 pitches are available for community use, across 33 sites.  
 

2.12. Table 3 highlights the breakdown of different pitch types across available sites (secure and unsecure) in Warwick, as well as stating the number of 
unavailable sites in each sub area. It must be noted that although currently unavailable sites are not included in the total capacity analysis, it does not 
mean they cannot be utilised to help meet demand for playing pitches in the future. Securing community use agreements on education sites is often an 
effective way to minimise any deficit of grass pitch provision and provide additional opportunities for people to engage in football activity. A list of 
unavailable sites is included in Table 4.  
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Table 3: Summary of Grass Football Pitches in Warwick.  

  

Analysis area  No. unavailable pitch sites No. available Playing Pitch Sites 
Pitches Available for Community Use 

Total Available 
Pitches 

Adult Youth 11v11 Youth 9v9 7v7 5v5 

SA1 3 12 19 7 8 10 8 52 

SA2 1 7 9 5 6 3 3 26 

SA3 8 6 7 2 7 4 3 23 

SA4 3 7 12 5 5 7 3 32 

Total 15 32 47 19 26 24 17 133 

 
2.13. Of the 133 available pitches in Warwick, 47 are adult 11v11, 19 are youth 11v11, 26 are youth 9v9, 24 are 7v7 and 17 are 5v5 pitches. Map 2 shows the 

locations of all available pitch sites in Warwick.  
 

2.14. There is 1 7v7 and 1 5v5 pitch at Acre Close Fields that at marked on top of larger pitches (Adult 11v11 and 9v9). For this reason they are not included 
in Table 3ôs figures and any demand for them will be attributed to the larger pitches in the supply and demand analysis.  
 

2.15. Table 4 identifies the unavailable pitches in the study area, of which there are 21. 6 are located in SA1, 1 in SA2, 13 in SA3 and 3 in SA4. Over 50% of 
the unavailable pitches in Warwick are 7v7 pitches, which is often a result of their location on primary school sites.  

 
Table 4: Summary of Unavailable Grass Football Pitches in Warwick.  

  

Site Name  Sub Area 
Number of Pitches by Type 

Total Pitches 
Adult Youth 11v11 Youth 9v9 7v7 5v5 

All Saints Church of England Academy SA1 0 0 0 1 0 1 

Priors Field Primary School SA1 0 0 1 1 0 2 

St Augustines Catholic Primary School SA1 0 0 0 1 0 1 

Woodloes Primary School SA2 0 0 1 0 0 1 

Bishops Tachbrook C of E Primary SA3 0 0 0 1 0 1 



 

Warwick District Council 
Playing Pitch Strategy - Stage C Assessment 
 

 

12 

Site Name  Sub Area 
Number of Pitches by Type 

Total Pitches 
Adult Youth 11v11 Youth 9v9 7v7 5v5 

Heathcote Primary School SA3 0 0 0 1 0 1 

Myton School SA3 1 1 0 0 0 2 

St Josephôs Catholic Primary SA3 0 0 0 1 0 1 

St Margarets C of E Junior School SA3 0 1 0 0 0 1 

St Patrick's Catholic Primary School SA3 0 0 0 1 0 1 

Sydenham Primary School SA3 0 0 0 3 2 5 

Whitnash Primary School SA3 0 1 0 0 0 1 

Radford Semele C of E Primary School SA4 0 0 0 1 1 2 

Telford Junior School SA4 0 0 0 1 0 1 

Total 1 3 2 12 3 21 

 

2.16. Maps 2a ï 2d show the location of all football pitch sites across Warwick District Council area. Due to the number of sites, mapping for each sub area 
has been carried out individually.  
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Map 2a: All pitch across SA1 
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Map 3b: All pitch across SA2 
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Map 4c: All pitch across SA3 
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Map 5d: All pitch across SA4 
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Disused Provision 
 

2.17. The NPPF defines a playing field as ñthe whole of a site which encompasses at least one playing pitch as defined in the Town and District Planning 
Order 2015. A disused site is a playing field not being used at all by any users and is not available for community hire either. Once these sites are disused 
for five or more years, they then fall outside of Sport Englandôs statutory remit. However, as this section will only consider disused football pitches, and 
does not take into account the whole of the playing field, Sport England may still be a statutory consultee for the sites below. 

 
2.18. Disused pitches must still be assessed using the criteria in paragraph 104 of the National Planning Policy Framework and Sport England may challenge 

a proposed loss of playing pitches/playing field which fails to meet such criteria.   
 

Table 5: Disused Pitches Warwick 

 

Site Name Postcode Sub Area Previous Pitch Size  Ownership Reason for no use 

Helen Lay Care Centre CV32 6QP SA4 Youth 9v9 Private Disused - Site now owned by Hockey club to be developed with 
hockey AGP and tennis facility 
 

Kenilworth School (Meadow 
Community Sports Centre 
 

CV8 2DE SA1 Youth 11v11 and 
9v9 

Education Closed, due to the opening of new Kenilworth School site 
 

Kenilworth 6th Form CV8 1FN SA1 Adult 11v11 x 2 Education Closed, due to the opening of new Kenilworth School site 
 

Warwickian Rugby Club 
 

CV35 8HA SA2 Adult 11v11 x 2 Private Both pitches were overgrown and no longer in use which was 
confirmed by other users of the site.  
 

 

Proposed Supply changes 
 

2.19. Oakley School has recently opened to an initial intake of students, and both grass and 3G pitch provision will shortly follow. There are anticipated to be 
1 adult 11v11 and 2 9v9 pitches grass pitches on site, as well as an 11v11 3G pitch, located in SA3, which will open in March 2025. However, a formal 
community use agreement is yet to be put in place. Securing such an agreement is imperative in ensuring the site caters effectively to the community.  
 

2.20. Castle Farm in SA1 was due to undergo development and extension of the site including additional provision of pitches to meet demand from relocated 
teams that were previously based at Kenilworth Wardens Cricket Club. This site and its football and cricket provision were planned be lost as a result of 
the land being allocated for housing development.  However, the housing development has become unviable and the club have decided not to sell the 
current site. They will now work with the FA, FF and ECB to develop options for the improvement of the existing facility.  
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Current Position for Football 
 

2.21. This section presents the current position for grass football pitches for the study area. It will first highlight the supply information regarding sites, number 
of pitches and their quality. Data regarding the demand for all types of football in Warwick will then be set out before a supply and demand analysis is 
undertaken for each site and Warwick as a whole.  
 

2.22. Birmingham County FA and the Football Foundation utilise PitchPower to revolutionise the state of grass football pitches across England, ensuring that 
by 2030, grassroots football has 20,000 'good' quality pitches to enjoy. PitchPower is a web app that allows organisations to quickly and easily inspect, 
grass pitch(es) directly from a mobile phone. The app is used to submit information about pitch(es) to the Grounds Management Association who assess 
the site. After the assessment is complete, a report is received which evidences the technical quality score and provides recommendations as to what is 
needed to improve the pitch(es). The pitch quality scores given in Table 6 have been informed by the Pitch Power assessments provided by Birmingham 
County FA, however improvements may have been made since the assessments were carried out. Further, site specific details regarding PitchPower 
are provided below.  
 

2.23. The following clubs/sites are being supported by Birmingham County FA and the Football Foundation through the PitchPower process defined above. 
Through this initiative, these clubs and sites will have improved maintenance regimes with the aim of improving the quality of pitches, allowing additional 
usage during the season.  
 

2.24. The PitchPower quality ratings reflect the pitch assessment ratings in this report.  
 

¶ Ajax Park 

¶ Kenilworth Wardens Community Sports Club 

¶ Newbold Comyn 

¶ St Nicholas Park Leisure Centre 

¶ St Peters Celtic FC 

¶ St Maryôs Land 

¶ Whitnash Recreation Ground 
 

2.25. Table 6 indicates the quality assessments for each site and pitch in Warwick by sub area. Table 7 provides an overview of pitch type and quality across 
the study area. The following information includes only sites which are available for community use. Although Cryfield Sports Pavilion has been included 
in table 13, it will be excluded from any capacity calculations due to its inclusion within the Coventry City Council PPS, despite it being located within 
Warwickshire. The pitches are part of the wider University of Warwick site which is located in the Coventry City area, and data provided by the Birmingham 
County FA and the University identified that the pitches are predominantly used by Coventry teams.    
 

https://thegma.org.uk/
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2.26. Both Coventry Sporting FC and Alvis Sports and Social Club are also located on the border of the study area and included in the Coventry City PPS. 
However, unlike Cryfield Sports Pavilion, both sites cater for demand from specific clubs and will therefore be included in this analysis.  

 
Table 6: Pitch Quality in for Grass Football Sites in Warwick 

 

Sub Area 1 - Kenilworth 

Adult Pitches 
Youth 11v11 

Pitches 
Youth 9v9 
Pitches 

Mini 7v7 Mini 5v5 

Total No. 
Pitches 
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Alvis Sports and Social Club  1   1   1   1     4 

Castle Farm Leisure Centre  2   2   3   2   1  10 

Coventry Sporting Football Club 1   1   1   1   1   5 

Crackley Hall School      1      1     2 

Kenilworth RFC     1   1        2 

Kenilworth School 1      1      2   4 

Kenilworth Sporting Ground 1               1 

Kenilworth Wardens Community Sports Club 1      1   3   1   6 

Leek Wootton Sports Club     1      1   3  5 

Park Hill Junior School           1     1 

Stoneleigh Village Hall  1              1 

University Of Warwick (Cryfield Sports 
Pavilion) 

10 1              11 

 14 5 0 1 6 0 3 5 0 4 6 0 4 4 0 52 
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Sub Area 2 

Adult Pitches 
Youth 11v11 

Pitches 
Youth 9v9 
Pitches 

Mini 7v7 Mini 5v5 

Total No. 
Pitches 
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Ajax Park (Central Ajax Football Club 
Warwick) 

1   3   1   2   2   9 

Aylesford School 2   2   1         5 

King George V Playing Field (Barford)   1             1 

Norton Lindsey Village Recreation Ground   1      1      1 3 

St Nicholas Park Leisure Centre 2               2 

St. Mary's Land  1      2        3 

Warwickshire County Council Sports Ground 1      1   1      3 

 6 1 2 5 0 0 3 2 1 3 0 0 2 0 1 26 

 

Sub Area 3 

Adult Pitches 
Youth 11v11 

Pitches 
Youth 9v9 

Pitches 
Mini 7v7 Mini 5v5 

Total No. 
Pitches 
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Acre Close Fields   1      1       2 

Bishops Tachbrook Sports & Social Club 1               1 

Campion School Academy  1   2   2   1   2  8 

Eagle Recreation Ground         1       1 

The Phillips 66 Community Stadium 1         1      2 

Whitnash Recreation Ground (Harbury 
Lane) 

3      3   2   1   9 

 5 1 1 0 2 0 3 2 2 3 1 0 1 2 0 23 
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Sub Area 4 

Adult Pitches 
Youth 11v11 

Pitches 
Youth 9v9 

Pitches 
Mini 7v7 Mini 5v5 

Total No. 
Pitches 
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Kingsley School Playing Fields     1           1 

Newbold Comyn 7   2   2   3   2   16 

North Leamington School  2   1   1   2     6 

Radford Semele Playing Field (Radford 
Semele Recreation Ground) 

  1             1 

St Peters Celtic FC      1   1   2   1 5 

Stonehouse Close (Cubbington Village Hall 
Play Area) 

  1             1 

Trinity Catholic High School  1      1        2 

 7 3 2 2 2 1 2 2 1 3 2 2 2 0 1 32 

 
Table 7: Overview of Pitch Quality in Warwick 

 

Warwick 

Adult Pitches 
Youth 11v11 

Pitches 
Youth 9v9 

Pitches 
Mini 7v7 Mini 5v5 

Total No. 
Pitches 
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SA1 14 5 0 1 6 0 3 5 0 4 6 0 4 4 0 52 

SA2 6 1 2 5 0 0 3 2 1 3 0 0 2 0 1 26 

SA3 5 1 1 0 2 0 3 2 2 3 1 0 1 2 0 23 

SA4 7 3 2 2 2 1 2 2 1 3 2 2 2 0 1 32 

Total 32 10 5 8 10 1 11 11 4 13 9 2 9 6 2 133 
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Ancillary Facilities  
 
2.27. The quality of ancillary facilities across Warwick have been assessed via a combination of site visits and user consultation to reach and apply an agreed 

rating as follows:   
  

Good   

Standard   

Poor   

 
2.28. Ancillary facility ratings are primarily influenced by the type of amenities which are available on a site accompanied by their quality, such as a clubhouse, 

changing rooms, showering provision, car parking, dedicated official and spectator facilities and boundary fencing. Table 8 below identifies the findings 
for football sites that are actively utilised for football across Warwick. 

 
Table 8: Site by site analysis of ancillary facility quality  

 

SA1  Ancillary facility quality  

Alvis Sports and Social Club Standard 

Castle Farm Leisure Centre Good 

Coventry Sporting Football Club Standard 

Kenilworth RFC Poor ï Football clubs only have access to a poor quality toilet block 

Kenilworth School Standard 

Kenilworth Sporting Ground Good 

Kenilworth Wardens Community Sports Club Good 

Leek Wootton Sports Club Good 

Park Hill Junior School N/A ï School changing not accessible 

Stoneleigh Village Hall Standard 

University Of Warwick (Cryfield Sports Pavilion) Good 
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SA2  Ancillary facility quality  

Ajax Park (Central Ajax Football Club Warwick) Good 

Aylesford School Standard 

King George V Playing Field (Barford) Poor 

Norton Lindsey Village Recreation Ground Standard 

St Nicholas Park Leisure Centre Standard 

St. Mary's Land Standard 

Warwickshire County Council Sports Ground Standard 

 

SA3  Ancillary facility quality  

Acre Close Fields Good 

Bishops Tachbrook Sports & Social Club Standard 

Eagle Recreation Ground Standard 

The Phillips 66 Community Stadium Good 

Whitnash Recreation Ground (Harbury Lane) Standard 

 

SA4  Ancillary facility quality  

Newbold Comyn Standard 

North Leamington School Standard 

Radford Semele Playing Field (Radford Semele Recreation Ground) Standard 

St Peters Celtic FC Poor 

Stonehouse Close (Cubbington Village Hall Play Area) Standard 
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Current Demand 
 

2.29. Football is the most popular team sport across Warwick with a total of 255 teams across 41 clubs. As part of the PPOSS process, all clubs were given 
the opportunity to respond to consultation, allowing them to provide their views on facilities, developments, issues and growth plans. Responses cover 
198 teams or 77.6% of the total number of teams in the study area. An overview of the consultation is included in Table 9.  

 
Table 9: Football Consultation Summary 

 

Club Site Name Consultation Summary 

Alvis Juniors ¶ Alvis Sports and Social 
Club 

The club utilise Alvis Sports and Social Club for the majority of match play demand, but also lease Bishops Ullathorne School, 
Princethorpe College and Finham Primary School, all of which are education sites.  
 
The club have a total of 19 teams, of which 13 play in the Warwick District Council area. Although there is no female only teams, there 
are mixed teams in the academy and U7 age groups. The club have expectations to grow by approximately 10 teams in the next 3-5 
years.  
 
There are no facility development plans in place, however the club do rate their current ancillary facilities at Alvis Sports and Social 
Club as poor quality.  
 

Central Ajax 
Football Club 

¶ Ajax Park (Central Ajax 
Football Club Warwick) 

 

The clubôs 19 teams play at Ajax Park in Warwick and have previously utilised a number of AGPs for training. However, the club have 
lost access to key AGP sites which meets they cannot meet the training demand for their teams. They believe there is a significant 
deficit of 3G AGPs locally and investment in new provision is required.  
 

Kenilworth 
Town Junior 
FC 
 

¶ Kenilworth School 

¶ Castle Farm 

The club play at both Kenilworth School and Castle Farm, both of which are rented, but with security of tenure. The club utilise the 3G 
AGP at Kenilworth School for over 10 hours per week for training purposes. There are 11 teams, ranging from U18 to mini soccer, 
which has increased significantly in the past 3 years. There are also plans to continue this growth, with the club predicting growth of 
20 teams over the next 3-5 years. 
 
The clubs 'main' ground at Kenilworth School is new and in good condition, but there is insufficient provision for both midweek training 
slots and weekend matches. Castle Farm is in poor condition and not fit for purpose, and with no winter training capability. This lack 
of pitch provision in the area is a huge source of concern and frustration for the club,  as it prevents growth and meeting the needs of 
the local community with an increasing waiting list of children desperate to play. The club believe there is a need at least 1 more 3G 
in Kenilworth as the 2 at Kenilworth School are insufficient. Additionally, the pitches at Castle Farm require an investment to get the 
pitches in a playable condition. 
 

Kenilworth 
Wardens JFC 

¶ Crackley Hall Sports 
Fields 

¶ Kenilworth School 

¶ Kenilworth Wardens 
Community Sports Club 

Kenilworth Wardens JFC comprises of 23 teams. The club owns the Kenilworth Wardens Community Sports Club site. The remaining 
4 sites Crackley Hall Sports Field, Kenilworth School ground, Newbold Comyn and Stoneleigh Village Hall are rented from the two 
schools, Council Playing Fields Trust respectively. The pitches at the school and the sports club have been described as poor while 
the pitches at Newbold Comyn and Stoneleigh Village Hall as standard. Crackley Hall is utilsed by one U10 team and has no security 
of tenure.  
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Club Site Name Consultation Summary 

¶ Newbold Comyn 

¶ Stoneleigh Village Hall 
 

The club uses the 3G at Kenilworth School for more than 10 hours a week and University of Warwick for 1 hour a week for training 
purpose. The 3G pitches have been rated good. Alongside having 6 female-only teams, the club also runs training-only sessions for 
girls of mixed ages and abilities every Sunday enabling the club to develop more teams.  
 
Of the 23 teams, there is only one team the older than U14. Therefore, the club foresee a growth in older teams. The club has plans 
to add 12 teams across age categories in the next three years. There are plans to develop the existing ground.. 
 
The club has expressed concerns of poor-quality soil in Kenilworth resulting in waterlogging of the local pitches. This is particularly the 
case with the clubôs home ground. This increases the dependency of 3G pitches and its availability. Alternatively, matches need to be 
reversed or cancelled. 
 

Kenilworth 
Sporting FC 

¶ Kenilworth Sporting 
Ground 

¶ Coventry Sporting 
Football Club 

The club utilise Kenilworth Sporting Ground for senior football and Coventry Sporting Ground for youth and junior football. Although 
facilities are of good quality, and ancillary provision at Kenilworth Sporting Ground consists of floodlights, pitch barrier, spectator 
stands, the club are looking into 3G development and the installation of new floodlighting on site.  

Leamington 
Football Club 

¶ The Phillips 66 
Community Stadium 

Leamington Football Club is based at The Phillips 66 Community Stadium which is owned and managed by the club. The club also 
rents two other facility ï Homeguard Club and Moreton Morrell College, both of which are in Stratford-on-Avon. The quality of pitches 
at The Phillips 66 Community Stadium and Moreton Morrell College is rated good while the pitch at Homeguard Club is standard rated. 
The club employs full-time groundsman, and the current maintenance programme has been described as excellent. The maintenance 
programme at the other two sides have been described as good.  
 
Moreton Morrell College site is owned and managed by Warwickshire College Group. The club has an agreement for the use of two 
pitches and training area for running Football Academy/Education Programme in association with the College Group.  
 
The club has aspirations to add 1 adult 11v11 menôs team. The club is in negotiation to move to new stadium back in town which could 
possibly result in the loss of present of facilities. 
 

Leamington 
Hibernian FC 

¶ Newbold Comyn Leamington Hibernian FC use Newbold Comyn as their home ground. The club rents the ground from Warwick District Council. 
Although the quality of the pitch is described as good, the clubôs Senior Menôs Saturday Team play at Stockton Football and Cricket 
Club in Stratford-on-Avon due to facilities not being at an acceptable standard for the Midland Football League.  
 

Leamington 
Khalsa FC 

¶ Newbold Comyn The club is based at Newbold Comyn which it rents from Warwick District Council. The pitch quality as well as current maintenance 
has been rated as poor. For training purposes, the club hires the facility at North Leamington School. The weekly usage of this artificial 
grass pitch varies from 2-3 hours a week. The pitch quality along with its maintenance has been described to be of standard quality.  
 
The club is looking to add 2 adult 11v11 menôs teams.  
 

Leamington 
Lions Girls FC 

¶ Whitnash Recreation 
Ground 

Leamington Lion Girls FC both play and train at Whitnash Recreation ground. The facility is rented from Warwick District Council. The 
quality of both pitch and pitch maintenance programme has been rated as good. The facility is used for 2-3 hours for training purpose. 
It is identified that the teams travel within the West Midlands as the girls play in Central Warwickshire League.  
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Club Site Name Consultation Summary 

The club has aspirations to add 11 other teams across 5v5, 7v7, 9v9 and 11v11 categories of play over the course of next three 
seasons. The club has facility development which includes clubhouse, primarily kitchen.  
   

Leek Wooton 
FC 

¶ Leek Wooton Sports 
Club 

¶ Kenilworth RFC 

The club utilise Leek Wooton Sports Club and Kenilworth RFC for matches and use Kenilworth School 3G for training. The club have 
13 teams, and state that although they have ambitions to grow, their development is held back by accessibility to local pitches.  
 
The club have waiting lists at all age groups, but donôt have access to enough match play or training facilities to cope with demand, 
and they are unable to introduce female football or grow the boys game.  
 
There are frustrations with high rental costs, impacting player subscription costs and poor drainage on grass pitches causes a rising 
number of games to be postponed.  
 

Lillington 
Juniors FC 

¶ Bobby Hancocks Park 
(Southam United) 

¶ Newbold Comyn 

¶ North Leamington 
School 
 

Lillington Juniors FC caters to 28 teams. The club rents Bobby Hancocks Park for adult ladiesô team, North Leamington School for all 
the junior teams except three and Newbold Comyn for the rest of the three teams. The quality of the pitches at all three sites have 
been rated standard. It is identified that maintenance is not included at North Leamington School with the club needing to pay extra 
for pitch marking and grass cutting. The maintenance at Newbold Comyn is described as standard and Bobby Hancocks Park as good.  
 
The clubôs training facility includes John Atkinson Sports Centre/Myton School in addition to North Leamington School. The teams use 
the sand-dressed artificial grass pitch at North Leamington School for 4-5 hours a week and the 3G at John Atkinson Sports 
Centre/Myton School for 2-3 hours a week. The quality of the AGP at North Leamington School has been described as poor while the 
AGP at Myton School as standard.  
 
Adult bootcamp at North Leamington School has been highlighted as part of informal use of the ground. The club has expressed its 
need to own a ground. 
 

Pig and Fiddle ¶ Whitnash Recreation 
Ground 

Pig and Fiddle football club runs one adult 11v11 menôs team. The club is based at Whitnash Recreation ground, Harbury lane. The 
quality of the pitch is described as good while the maintenance programme as excellent. The club has a rental agreement with the 
Council to use this site. 
 
The club trains at North Leamington School. The club uses this sand-dressed artificial grass pitch located at North Leamington School 
for 1 hour per week. The quality of this AGP has been highlighted as good. The club has indicated its aspirations to increase adult 
11v11 by one additional team 11v11 menôs team over the next three seasons.  
 

Racing Club 
Warwick FC 

¶ Racing Club Warwick Racing Club Warwick FC runs 26 teams at Racing Club Warwick, Townsend Meadow. The club leases the facility from Warwick District 
Council. The club uses the same facility for training purposes. The 3G pitch is used for 10+ hours per week. The quality of the surface 
has been described as good with excellent maintenance programme. The current maintenance programme includes daily brushing 
and quarterly maintenance.  
 
The club has plans to add 5 girlsô teams across 5v5, 7v7, 9v9 and 11v11 play categories. The club also has facility development plans 
in place to include new changing room block. The club is yet to secure funding for this work. 
 



 

Warwick District Council 
Playing Pitch Strategy - Stage C Assessment 
 

 

27 

Club Site Name Consultation Summary 

St Peters 
Celtic Football 
Club 
 

¶ St Peters Celtic FC St Peters Celtic FC lease their ground from Archdiocese of Birmingham. The quality of the grass pitches is described as standard. The 
club uses North Leamington School for training purpose. The club uses the AGP for 2-3 hours per week for training. The quality of the 
AGP has also been described as standard. The maintenance programme has been substandard at North Leamington School due to 
a lack of equipment. The club is awaiting the funding from Football Foundation in order to carry out regular goalpost maintenance, 
painting and decorating etc as required. 
 
The club has plans to increase 1 boys 5v5, 1 girls 5v5, 1 boys 7v7 and 1 girls 7v7 teams in the span of next three years. 
 
The club has expressed their need and interest in the development of an artificial grass pitch. There are concerns over the availability 
of the sand dressed AGP. t North Leamington School. A private school use the clubôs pitches with up to 60 players at a time. It is also 
highlighted that an Elite Academy Development Centre use the facilities present at St Peters Celtic FC but are unable to do so in the 
winter due to inadequate floodlighting. As a result, the Academy is actively seeking a facility than can accept a 2-hour full pitch booking, 
up to twice a week.  
The club has pre academy matches for them and has welcomed Cardiff, Swansea, MK Dons, Cheltenham and Peterborough Football 
clubs to play at the ground with up to 8 matches a day. St Peters Celtic FC also hosted Cup Finals for the Mid Warwickshire football 
league.  
 
The club would like to develop a clubhouse facility as part of a community sporting hub with changing rooms which can be open for 
the local community to hire, providing female friendly and excellent disabled access.  
 
Pitch power funding from the Football Foundation has been awarded subject to the archdiocese finding a copy of the lease. This 
funding is for grass playing surface improvements. On obtaining the lease, the club would like to get funding for artificial grass pitches, 
building improvements, toilets, pitch barriers, new/better floodlighting, fencing, new goalposts and ground maintenance equipment 
along with more storage and a proper car park.  
 

Whitnash 
Town FC 

¶ Acre Close Fields Whitnash Town FC use Acre Close Fields as their home venue. The club leases the ground through Council. All the maintenance work 
carried out at this ground is undertaken by the club volunteers. The grass is cut by the Council every two weeks between April and 
October. The current maintenance programme has been described as poor. 
 
The club uses both grass and artificial grass pitches for training. The training at Acre Close Fields is carried out on grass pitches for 
2-3 hours a week. The club uses the artificial grass pitches located at North Leamington School and Racing Club Warwick. The artificial 
grass pitch at North Leamington School is hired for 2-3 hours a week and the 3G at Racing Club Warwick for 1 hour per week. The 
quality of pitch and maintenance work at North Leamington School has been described as standard. Racing Club Warwickôs 3G pitch 
has been rated as good while the maintenance as excellent.  
 
The club aspires of increasing the total numbers of teams by 5. The club is looking to improve quality of pitches and the training 
equipment storage facility. No funding has been secured for either facility improvement plan. 
  

Warwick 
Juniors 

¶ Aylesford School 

¶ Warwick County 
Council Sports Ground 

The club have 13 teams, with 4 female only teams included. Although there has been a reduction in the number of senior teams in the 
past 3 years, the junior side of the club has grown, and there are realistic plans to grow by 1x adult male, 1x adult female, 1 youth 
11v11 boys and 8 5v5 teams.  
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Club Site Name Consultation Summary 

The main issue highlighted by the club is the cost of facility hire, with annual fees of approximately £36,000 a year as a result of not 
being able to access local authority park pitches in the study area.  
 

 

2.30. Table 10 outlines the current football demand in Warwick. 
 
Table 10: Football Demand ï 2023/2024 

 

Age Groups Male Teams Female Teams Mixed Total 

SA1  

Adult 11v11 11 1 - 12 

Youth 11v11 12 2 - 14 

9v9 7 2 - 9 

7v7 - - 17 17 

5v5 - - 9 9 

Total 30 5 26 61 

SA2  

Adult 11v11 10 1 - 11 

Youth 11v11 24 2 - 26 

9v9 11 1 - 12 

7v7 - - 9 9 

5v5 - - 5 5 

Total 45 4 14 63 

SA3  

Adult 11v11 8 2 - 10 

Youth 11v11 9 3 - 12 

9v9 10 4 - 14 
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Age Groups Male Teams Female Teams Mixed Total 

7v7 - - 8 8 

5v5 - - 7 7 

Total 27 9 15 51 

SA4  

Adult 11v11 12 1 - 13 

Youth 11v11 21 4 - 25 

9v9 13 1 - 14 

7v7 - - 20 20 

5v5 - - 8 8 

Total 46 6 28 80 

Warwick Totals     

Adult 11v11 41 5 - 46 

Youth 11v11 66 11 - 77 

9v9 41 8 - 49 

7v7 - - 54 54 

5v5 - - 29 29 

Total 148 24 83 255 

 
2.31. Table 11 outlines the current football provision for women and girls in Warwick, focussing on female only teams (team numbers below are included in 

the overall data).  
 

2.32. It should be noted that the level of female only provision at Khalsa, only relates to the clubs football activity in Warwick district. The club have an additional 
4 female teams that are based at Harbury Rugby Club in Stratford-on-Avon. 
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Table 11: Female Only Football Provision  

 

Club Sub Area Adult 11v11 Youth 11v11 9v9 7v7 5v5 Total No. Teams 

Kenilworth Wardens Juniors SA1  2 2 2  6 

Long Itchington SA1 1     1 

Central Ajax SA2   1   1 

Norton Lindsey Juniors SA2  1    1 

Warwick Juniors SA2 1 1    2 

Leamington Lions Girls SA3 1 3 4 3 1 12 

Leamington Lions Ladies SA3 1     1 

Khalsa SA4  1    1 

Leamington Hibernian SA4 1     1 

Lillington Juniors SA4 1 3 1 1 1 7 

Totals 6 11 8 6 2 33 

 

Demand Driven by Exported/Imported Demand 
 

2.33. 17 teams from clubs based in Warwick were identified as playing outside of the study area. Alvis Junior, Leamington Hibernian, Leek Wootton, Racing 
Club Warwick and Warwick Juniors all have home grounds across Warwick, suggesting a lack of available peak time capacity on suitable pitches.  
 

2.34. Leamington Hibernian use Newbold Comyn as their home ground, but the senior menôs team have to use pitch provision Stockton Football and Cricket 
Club in Stratford-on-Avon due to facilities at Newbold Comyn being inadequate for the level of football the club play at. No other clubs highlighted a 
specific desire to return to any exported demand the study area during consultation.  
 

2.35. 2 teams were identified as playing in Warwick from clubs that were based outside of the study area. Coventry Warriors and GNP Sports Juniors are both 
based in Coventry, but both use Alvis Sports and Social Club which is located on the Coventry ï Warwick border. GNP Sports also utilise Finham 
Secondary School, which is in the Coventry area, but located very close to the Warwick border. None of the teams associated with Alvis Juniors or Alvis 
Wanderers use any other site in Warwick other than Alvis Sports and Social Club.  
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Demand Driven by Latent Demand 
 

2.36. Latent demand is demand that evidence suggests may be generated from the current population but cannot be met for a number of reasons. Clubs may 
identify that could grow team numbers if they had access to more pitches, improved surfaces, training facilities, increased coach availability etc.   
 

2.37. However, latent demand predictions are often not accurate as they are generated through club consultation, meaning they may not actually be realised 
in the long term. Therefore, this Stage C assessment will consider future demand generated through population growth only, and the impact of latent 
demand predictions will be explored as part of the Stage D analysis. However, an overview of latent demand highlighted through consultation is included 
in Table 12.  

 
Table 12: Latent Demand Predictions  

 

Club Sub Area 
Male Adult 

11v11 
Female 

Adult 11v11 
Male Youth 

11v11 
Female 

Youth 11v11 
Boys 9v9 Girls 9v9 7v7 5v5 

Total No. 
Teams 

Alvis Junior SA1   2  2  2 4 10 

Kenilworth Town  SA1 1 1 3 3 2 2 5 3 20 

Kenilworth Wardens SA1   4 3 2 1 1 1 12 

Leamington FC SA3 1        1 

Leamington Khalsa SA4 2        2 

Leamington Lions FC SA3  1  2  2 3 3 11 

Lillington Juniors SA4 1 1     4 10 16 

Pig and Fiddle SA3 1        1 

Racing Club Warwick SA2    2  1 1 1 5 

St Peters Celtic FC SA4       2 2 4 

Whitnash Town SA3   1 1 1  1 1 5 

Warwick Juniors  SA2 1 1 1     8 11 

Totals  7 4 11 11 7 6 19 33 98 

 
2.38. A total latent demand of 87 teams has been identified through consultation with clubs across Warwick. 9 Adult 11v11, 22 Youth 11v11, 13 9v9, 19 7v7 

and 25 5v5 teams.  
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2.39. Kenilworth Wardens suggest that there is the possibility of growing the club by 12 teams in the next 3 seasons. However, they state that this is because 
currently they have limited teams in the older age groups. Their latent demand estimates are based on existing teams progressing to older age groups 
and the rate of new teams joining is unchanged. The club suggest that although this may not be the case and teams fold once they reach youth 11v11 
football, it is equally likely that the predicted growth is conservative due to the rising population of Kenilworth.    

 

Football Supply and Demand information  
 

2.40. For every site that has grass football provision, an analysis has been undertaken to assess whether each pitch on the site has enough capacity to meet 
the current level of demand for affiliated football. This analysis has been undertaken for two separate time periods; a) weekly and b) during the peak 
period.  
 

2.41. This compares the weekly carrying capacity (in Match Equivalent Sessions ï MES) of each individual pitch type with the demand that is placed upon that 
pitch type over the full week. It may also be referred to as the ótheoretical capacityô as it assumes that demand will be spread across the week and is 
calculated solely from the theoretical carrying capacity of the pitch to withstand training and match play. Table 13 below illustrates how weekly carrying 
capacity is allocated to each pitch type, depending on its quality rating. 

 
Table 13: Carrying Capacity per Pitch Type. All Figures in MES 

 

Quality score Adult football Youth football Mini soccer 

Good (80-100%) 3 4 6 

Standard (50-79.9%) 2 2 4 

Poor (0-49.9%) 1 1 2 

 
2.42. Tables 14 ï 17 below provide an overview of all pitch capacity and demand across all available sites across Warwick, categorised by pitch type and sub 

area. All unavailable sites have been dismissed from this list as there is no community use on these sites. 
 

2.43. All teams have been assigned 0.5 MES per week. However, if a youth 9v9, 7v7 or 5v5 team participates on a senior pitch, then they have been assigned 
0.25 MES of demand. This is due to the decrease in impact they will have on the surface. If a club has highlighted that training takes place on the grass 
pitches, then additional demand has been allocated to that pitch.  
 

2.44. It is assumed that all education-based pitches have usage of 1 MES per week due to curricular/extra-curricular activity, the exception being where the 
actual demand for MES from affiliated clubs has been identified on the site. In this case, an additional 1 MES will be added to known football club 
demand. Education usage does not affect peak time capacity.  
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2.45. It must be noted that pitches at Kenilworth School are currently unable to be used by community clubs due to issues of drainage. This PPOSS assumes 
that they will be restored to their original quality and will cater for community football demand again in the near future. However, it is recommended that 
this is a priority to carry out the necessary maintenance.  

 
Table 14: Capacity Analysis for Grass Football Pitches ï SA1 

 

Site name 
Security of 
Use 

Pitch Supply 
No. 
Pitches 

Pitch Quality 
Rating 

P
it

c
h

 c
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a
c

it
y

 

M
E

S
 

P
it

c
h

 d
e
m

a
n

d
 

M
E

S
 

Balance 
Weekly 
MES 

Peak period MES 

Alvis Sports and Social Club Secure Adult Football 11v11 1 Standard 2 2 0 No spare capacity 

Alvis Sports and Social Club Secure Youth Football 11v11 1 Standard 2 2 0 No spare capacity 

Alvis Sports and Social Club Secure Youth Football 9v9 1 Standard 2 1.5 0.5 No spare capacity 

Alvis Sports and Social Club Secure Mini Soccer 7v7 1 Standard 4 3 1 No spare capacity 

Castle Farm Leisure Centre Secure Adult Football 11v11 2 Standard 4 5 -1 No spare capacity 

Castle Farm Leisure Centre Secure Youth Football 11v11 2 Standard 4 4 0 No spare capacity 

Castle Farm Leisure Centre Secure Youth Football 9v9 3 Standard 6 5 1 No spare capacity 

Castle Farm Leisure Centre Secure Mini Soccer 7v7 2 Standard 8 4 4 No spare capacity 

Castle Farm Leisure Centre Secure Mini Soccer 5v5 1 Standard 4 1.5 3.5 No spare capacity 

Coventry Sporting Football Club Secure Youth Football 11v11 1 Good 4 2 2 No spare capacity 

Coventry Sporting Football Club Secure Adult Football 11v11 1 Good 3 0 3 1 

Coventry Sporting Football Club Secure Youth Football 9v9 1 Good 4 0 4 1 

Coventry Sporting Football Club Secure Mini Soccer 5v5 1 Good 6 0.5 5.5 0.5 

Coventry Sporting Football Club Secure Mini Soccer 7v7 1 Good 6 1.5 4.5 No spare capacity 

Crackley Hall School Unsecure Youth Football 11v11 1 Standard 2 1 1 No spare capacity 

Crackley Hall School Unsecure Mini Soccer 7v7 1 Standard 4 1.5 2.5 No spare capacity 

Kenilworth RFC Unsecure Youth Football 11v11 1 Standard 2 0.5 1.5 No spare capacity  
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Site name 
Security of 
Use 

Pitch Supply 
No. 
Pitches 

Pitch Quality 
Rating 

P
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E

S
 

Balance 
Weekly 
MES 

Peak period MES 

Kenilworth RFC Unsecure Youth Football 9v9 1 Standard 2 0.5 1.5 No spare capacity 1 

Kenilworth School Secure Adult Football 11v11 1 Good 3 3.5 -0.5 No spare capacity 

Kenilworth School Secure Youth Football 9v9 1 Good 4 2.5 1.5 No spare capacity 

Kenilworth School Secure Mini Soccer 5v5 2 Good 12 2 10 2 

Kenilworth Sporting Ground Secure Adult Football 11v11 1 Good 3 1.5 1.5 No spare capacity 

Kenilworth Wardens Community Sports Club Secure Adult Football 11v11 1 Good 3 1.5 1.5 No spare capacity 

Kenilworth Wardens Community Sports Club Secure Youth Football 9v9 1 Good 4 0.5 3.5 0.5 

Kenilworth Wardens Community Sports Club Secure Mini Soccer 7v7 3 Good 18 2 16 1 

Kenilworth Wardens Community Sports Club Secure Mini Soccer 5v5 1 Good 6 2 4 No spare capacity 

Leek Wootton Sports Club Secure Mini Soccer 5v5 3 Standard 12 1 11 2 

Leek Wootton Sports Club Secure Youth Football 11v11 1 Standard 2 1 1 No spare capacity 

Leek Wootton Sports Club Secure Mini Soccer 7v7 1 Standard 4 2 2 No spare capacity 

Park Hill Junior School Unsecure Mini Soccer 7v7 1 Standard 4 1 3 1 

Stoneleigh Village Hall Secure Adult Football 11v11 1 Standard 2 1 1 No spare capacity 

University Of Warwick (Cryfield Sports Pavilion) Unsecure Adult Football 11v11 10 Good 30 12.5 17.5 No spare capacity 

University Of Warwick (Cryfield Sports Pavilion) Unsecure Adult Football 11v11 1 Poor 1 1 0 No spare capacity2 

 
  

 
1 Both pitches at Kenilworth RFC are overmarked with Rugby Union pitches, therefore there is no spare capacity available due to shared rugby usage.  
2 All pitches at University of Warwick (Cryfield Pavilion) are discounted from any capacity analysis due to their inclusion in the Coventry City PPOSS.  
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Table 15: Capacity Analysis for Grass Football Pitches ï SA2 

 

Site name 
Security of 
Use 

Pitch Supply 
No. 
Pitches 

Pitch Quality 
Rating 

P
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 c
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S
 

Balance 
Weekly 
MES 

Peak period MES 

Ajax Park (Central Ajax Football Club 
Warwick) 

Secure Adult Football 11v11 1 Good 3 1.5 1.5 No spare capacity 

Ajax Park (Central Ajax Football Club 
Warwick) 

Secure Mini Soccer 7v7 2 Good 12 2 10 No spare capacity 

Ajax Park (Central Ajax Football Club 
Warwick) 

Secure Mini Soccer 5v5 2 Good 12 1.5 10.5 0.5 

Ajax Park (Central Ajax Football Club 
Warwick) 

Secure Youth Football 11v11 3 Good 12 2.5 9.5 0.5 

Ajax Park (Central Ajax Football Club 
Warwick) 

Secure Youth Football 9v9 1 Good 4 2 2 No spare capacity 

Aylesford School Unsecure Adult Football 11v11 2 Good 6 3.5 2.5 No spare capacity 

Aylesford School Unsecure Youth Football 11v11 2 Good 8 3.5 2.5 No spare capacity 

Aylesford School Unsecure Youth Football 9v9 1 Good 4 1 3 1 

King George V Playing Field (Barford) Secure Adult Football 11v11 1 Poor 1 0 1 1 

Norton Lindsey Village Recreation Ground Secure Adult Football 11v11 1 Poor 1 1.5 -0.5 No spare capacity 

Norton Lindsey Village Recreation Ground Secure Youth Football 9v9 1 Poor 1 0 1 1 

Norton Lindsey Village Recreation Ground Secure Mini Soccer 5v5 1 Poor 2 0 2 1 

St Nicholas Park Leisure Centre Secure Adult Football 11v11 2 Good 6 0 6 2 

St. Mary's Land Secure Adult Football 11v11 1 Standard 2 0 2 1 

St. Mary's Land Secure Youth Football 9v9 2 Standard 4 0 4 2 

Warwickshire County Council Sports Ground Secure Adult Football 11v11 1 Good 3 1.5 1.5 No spare capacity 

Warwickshire County Council Sports Ground Secure Youth Football 9v9 1 Good 4 0.5 3.5 0.5 

Warwickshire County Council Sports Ground Secure Mini Soccer 7v7 1 Good 6 0.5 5.5 0.5 
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Table 16: Capacity Analysis for Grass Football Pitches ï SA3 

 

Site name 
Security of 
Use 

Pitch Supply 
No. 
Pitches 

Pitch Quality 
Rating 
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Balance 
Weekly 
MES 

Peak period MES 

Acre Close Fields Secure Adult Football 11v11 1 Poor 1 2.5 -1.5 No spare capacity 

Acre Close Fields Secure Youth Football 9v9 1 Poor 1 1.5 -0.5 No spare capacity  

Bishops Tachbrook Sports & Social Club Secure Adult Football 11v11 1 Good 3 0 3 1 

Campion School Academy Secure Adult Football 11v11 1 Standard 2 1 1 No spare capacity 

Campion School Academy Secure Youth 11v11 2 Standard 4 3.5 0.5 No spare capacity 

Campion School Academy Secure Youth Football 9v9 2 Standard 4 3 3 No spare capacity 

Campion School Academy Secure Mini Soccer 7v7 1 Standard 4 1.5 2.5 No spare capacity 

Campion School Academy Secure Mini Soccer 5v5 2 Standard 8 2 6 No spare capacity 

Eagle Recreation Ground Secure Youth Football 9v9 1 Poor 1 0 1 1 

The Phillips 66 Community Stadium Secure Adult Football 11v11 1 Good 3 2 1 No spare capacity 

The Phillips 66 Community Stadium Secure Mini Soccer 7v7 1 Good 6 0 6 1 

Whitnash Recreation Ground (Harbury 
Lane) 

Secure Adult Football 11v11 3 Good 9 3 6 No spare capacity 

Whitnash Recreation Ground (Harbury 
Lane) 

Secure Youth Football 9v9 3 Good 12 3 9 No spare capacity 

Whitnash Recreation Ground (Harbury 
Lane) 

Secure Mini Soccer 5v5 1 Good 6 1 5 No spare capacity 

Whitnash Recreation Ground (Harbury 
Lane) 

Secure Mini Soccer 7v7 2 Good 12 1.5 10.5 0.5 
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Table 17: Capacity Analysis for Grass Football Pitches ï SA4 

 

Site name 
Security of 
Use 

Pitch Supply 
No. 
Pitches 

Pitch Quality 
Rating 
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Balance 
Weekly 
MES 

Peak period MES 

Kingsley School Fields Secure Youth 11v11 1 Standard 2 1.5 0.5 No spare capacity 

Newbold Comyn Secure Adult Football 11v11 7 Good 21 5 16 2 

Newbold Comyn Secure Youth Football 11v11 2 Good 8 5.5 2.5 No spare capacity 

Newbold Comyn Secure Mini Soccer 7v7 3 Good 18 2 16 1 

Newbold Comyn Secure Mini Soccer 5v5 2 Good 12 0 12 2 

Newbold Comyn Secure Youth Football 9v9 2 Good 8 1.5 6.5 0.5 

North Leamington School Secure Adult Football 11v11 2 Standard 4 1.5 2.5 0.5 

North Leamington School Secure Youth Football 11v11 1 Standard 2 4 -2 No spare capacity 

North Leamington School Secure Youth Football 9v9 1 Standard 2 2.5 -0.5 No spare capacity 

North Leamington School Secure Mini Soccer 7v7 2 Standard 4 6 -2 No spare capacity 

Radford Semele Playing Field (Radford 
Semele Recreation Ground) 

Secure Adult Football 11v11 1 Poor 1 0 1 1 

St Peters Celtic FC Secure Youth Football 11v11 1 Poor 1 1 0 No spare capacity 

St Peters Celtic FC Secure Youth Football 9v9 1 Poor 1 2.5 -1.5 No spare capacity 

St Peters Celtic FC Secure Mini Soccer 7v7 2 Poor 4 0.5 3.5 1.5 

St Peters Celtic FC Secure Mini Soccer 5v5 1 Poor 2 0.5 1.5 0.5 

Stonehouse Close (Cubbington Village 
Hall Play Area) 

Secure Adult Football 11v11 1 Poor 1 1 0 No spare capacity 

Trinity Catholic High School Unsecure Adult 11v11 2 Standard 4 2 2 2 

Trinity Catholic High School Unsecure Youth Football 9v9 1 Standard 2 1.5 0.5 0.5 

Trinity Catholic High School Unsecure Mini Soccer 7v7 3 Standard 12 3 9 3 
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Future Demand 
 

Demand Driven by Population Growth 
 

2.46. To calculate the future demand for football in the Study Area, Team Generation Rates have been calculated using the current number of teams and the 
current population. This measure allows us to calculate what size of population (for various age groups) will typically cause enough demand to create a 
football team in each of the age categories. 
 

2.47. This Team Generation Rate can then be applied to the population projections for the Study Area to confirm how population growth or reduction will affect 
the number of teams in each of the key age groups. It is to be noted that population is just one factor in estimating future teams. Other factors such as 
NGB initiatives and amount of available provision has a large level of influence. 

 
2.48. Table 18 below demonstrates that there is an anticipated total increase of 26 teams across Warwick due to population growth. A full breakdown by age 

group and sub area can be seen below: 
 

Table 18: Future demand driven by population growth.  

 

Age Groups 
Current no. of 
teams 

Current 
Population 

Future Population 
2050 

Current TGR Population change 
Projected team no. 
change 

SA1 - Kenilworth 

Adult Men 11v11 (16-45yrs) 11 6132 6987 557 855 2 

Adult Women 11v11 (16-45yrs) 1 5858 6477 5858 619 0 

Youth Boys 11v11 (12-15yrs) 12 660 676 55 16 0 

Youth Girls 11v11 (12-15yrs) 2 649 681 325 32 0 

Youth Boys 9v9 (10-11yrs) 7 334 361 48 27 1 

Youth Girls 9v9 (10-11yrs) 2 303 325 152 22 0 

Mini Soccer Mixed 7v7 (8-9yrs) 17 636 736 37 100 3 

Mini Soccer Mixed 5v5 (6-7yrs) 9 617 735 69 118 2 

Total projected new teams by 2050 7 

 
 
 

 



 

Warwick District Council 
Playing Pitch Strategy - Stage C Assessment 
 

 

39 

Age Groups 
Current no. of 
teams 

Current 
Population 

Future Population 
2050 

Current TGR Population change 
Projected team no. 
change 

SA2 - Warwick and Warwick District West 

Adult Men 11v11 (16-45yrs) 10 7446 8484 745 1038 1 

Adult Women 11v11 (16-45yrs) 1 7113 7865 7113 752 0 

Youth Boys 11v11 (12-15yrs) 24 801 821 33 20 1 

Youth Girls 11v11 (12-15yrs) 2 788 828 394 40 0 

Youth Boys 9v9 (10-11yrs) 11 405 438 37 33 1 

Youth Girls 9v9 (10-11yrs) 1 368 395 368 27 0 

Mini Soccer Mixed 7v7 (8-9yrs) 9 772 894 86 122 1 

Mini Soccer Mixed 5v5 (6-7yrs) 5 749 893 150 144 1 

Total projected new teams by 2040 6 

SA3 - Leamington, Whitnash and Bishopôs Tachbrook 

Adult Men 11v11 (16-45yrs) 8 9573 10908 1197 1335 1 

Adult Women 11v11 (16-45yrs) 2 9145 10112 4573 967 0 

Youth Boys 11v11 (12-15yrs) 9 1030 1055 114 25 0 

Youth Girls 11v11 (12-15yrs) 3 1013 1064 338 51 0 

Youth Boys 9v9 (10-11yrs) 10 521 563 52 42 1 

Youth Girls 9v9 (10-11yrs) 4 473 507 118 34 0 

Mini Soccer Mixed 7v7 (8-9yrs) 8 992 1149 124 157 1 

Mini Soccer Mixed 5v5 (6-7yrs) 7 963 1148 138 185 1 

Total projected new teams by 2040 5 

SA4 - Cubbington, Lillington and Warwick District East 

Adult Men 11v11 (16-45yrs) 12 8134 9268 678 1134 2 

Adult Women 11v11 (16-45yrs) 1 7770 8592 7770 822 0 

Youth Boys 11v11 (12-15yrs) 21 875 896 42 21 1 
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Age Groups 
Current no. of 
teams 

Current 
Population 

Future Population 
2050 

Current TGR Population change 
Projected team no. 
change 

Youth Girls 11v11 (12-15yrs) 4 861 904 215 43 0 

Youth Boys 9v9 (10-11yrs) 13 443 478 34 35 1 

Youth Girls 9v9 (10-11yrs) 1 402 431 402 29 0 

Mini Soccer Mixed 7v7 (8-9yrs) 20 843 976 42 133 3 

Mini Soccer Mixed 5v5 (6-7yrs) 8 818 976 102 158 2 

Total projected new teams by 2050 8 

Total New Teams - Warwick 26 

 
2.49. Table 18 illustrates a projected growth of 26 teams due to population growth across all football age groups. The largest growth will be generated by mini 

7v7, with 8 additional teams expected in Warwick by 2050. When considering growth by sub area, SA4 will see 8 additional teams, SA1 will have 7, SA1 
will have 6 and SA2 will have 5.  

 
2.50. Table 19 shows the future number of teams in Warwick by age group and sex, driven by population growth to 2050.  
 

Table 19: Future team numbers by 2050 ï population growth only. 

 

 
Adult 11v11 Youth 11v11 Youth 9v9 Mini 

Total 
M F M F M F Mixed 7v7 Mixed 5v5 

SA1 13 1 12 2 8 2 20 11 69 

SA2 11 1 25 2 12 1 10 6 68 

SA3 9 2 9 3 11 4 9 8 55 

SA4 14 1 22 4 14 1 23 10 89 

Total 47 5 68 11 45 8 62 35 281 

 
2.51. Utilising the current demand figures for football, and how the population of Warwick is projected to grow by 2050, we can provide an estimation of the 

future level of demand in Warwick. This data, shown in MES, assumes that teams will require access to 0.5 MES per week, due to playing away from 
their home ground every other week.  
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2.52. Table 20 highlights how these future team numbers will impact the demand in MES for football provision. There is predicted to be a total future demand 
for 140.5 MES per week by 2050, when considering future population growth.  

 
Table 20: Future demand driven by population growth in MES. 

 

 
Adult 11v11 Youth 11v11 Youth 9v9 Mini Total 

(MES) M F M F M F Mixed 7v7 Mixed 5v5 

SA1 6.5 0.5 6 1 4 1 10 5.5 34.5 

SA2 5.5 0.5 12.5 1 6 0.5 5 3 34 

SA3 4.5 1 4.5 1.5 5.5 2 4.5 4 27.5 

SA4 7 0.5 11 2 7 0.5 11.5 5 44.5 

Total 23.5 2.5 34 5.5 22.5 4 31 17.5 140.5 

   
2.53. Although this PPS must consider future growth based on team generation rates and population growth, current FA modelling suggests a national average 

of 3.09% year on year growth of affiliated football teams, and Birmingham County FA have a projected model that shows a growth of 108 teams over the 
next 5 years in Warwick. This is significantly higher than predictions above and would suggest a potential growth of around 140 teams by 2050. This 
growth would have a serious impact on the availability of both grass and 3G pitch provision in Warwick which can be explored further as part of Stage D 
of the PPOSS.  

 
2.54. However, the previous 2019 PPOSS identified 274 teams in the study area, suggesting a small decline in participation. This could be a result of the 

Covid-19 pandemic, and football is beginning to recover to pre-pandemic levels.  
 

Current and Future Peak Time Capacity Analysis 
 

2.55. All tables in the sections below show the capacity position, in MES, by sub area, currently and to 2050 for all sites with secure community use.  
 

Adult 11v11 Analysis Total Peak Capacity 
 

2.56. Table 21 provides the current and future position for 11v11 adult grass pitch provision across the full study area, for peak times. Any spare capacity on 
unsecure sites from the site by site analysis above has been discounted due to the uncertainty that their availability will be sustained.  

 
2.57. The data demonstrates that there is currently 6 MES of spare capacity for adult 11v11 pitches across the study area. However, this is due to larger levels 

of spare capacity in SA2 and SA4. Both SA1 and SA3 are currently in a deficits, with shortfalls of -0.5 MES of in both sub areas. .  
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2.58. There is currently -0.5 MES of overplay at Kenilworth School (SA1), -0.5 MES at Norton Lindsay Village Recreation Ground and -1.5 MES at Acre Close 
Fields.  

 
2.59. If unsecure sites were included in the analysis, then there would be an additional 1 MES attributed to SA3 through Myton School, turning the current 

deficit into 0.5 MES of spare peak time capacity. This would increase the current level of spare capacity to 7 MES across Warwick.  

 
2.60. When taking population growth is taken into account, the levels of spare capacity are expected to reduce by 3 MES to 3 MES by 2050 across the study 

area. There will be a deficit of adult 11v11 pitches in both SA1 (-1.5 MES) and SA3 (-1 MES).  
 
Table 21: Adult 11v11 Supply and Demand Analysis - Peak. All Figures in MES 

 

Analysis Area Spare capacity MES (Peak) Total Overplay Current position Future demand  Future position 

SA1 1 -1.5 -0.5 1 -1.5 

SA2 4 -0.5 3.5 0.5 3 

SA3 1 -1.5 -0.5 0.5 -1 

SA4 3.5 0 3.5 1 2.5 

Total 9.5 -3.5 6 3 3 

 

Youth 11 v 11 Analysis - Peak 
 

2.61. Table 22 provides the current and future position for 11v11 youth grass pitch provision across Warwick, at peak times. Any spare capacity on unsecure 
sites from the site by site analysis above has been discounted due to the uncertainty that their availability will be sustained. 
 
Table 22: Youth 11v11 Supply and Demand Analysis - Peak. All Figures in MES 

 

Analysis Area Spare capacity MES (Peak) Total Overplay Current position Future demand  Future position 

SA1 0 0 0 0 0 

SA2 0.5 0 0.5 0.5 0 

SA3 0 0 0 0.5 -0.5 

SA4 0 -2 -2 0.5 -2.5 

Total 0.5 -2 -1.5 1.5 -3 
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2.62. Table 22 illustrate that there is deficit of -1.5 MES for Youth 11v11 pitches in Warwick. There is no spare capacity in either SA1 or SA3, and shortfall of 
pitches in SA4. However, there is a small level of spare capacity (0.5 MES) in SA2.  
 

2.63. The only overplay in the study area is located at North Leamington School in SA4, where there is a deficit of -2 MES per week.  
 

2.64. If capacity from unsecure sites was to be included, an additional 1 MES could be generated at Myton School in SA3, creating 1 MES of spare capacity.  
 
2.65. Population growth is likely to create need for an additional 1.5 MES of demand, creating a future deficit of -3 MES by 2050 in the study area. This is a 

result of overplay on youth 11v11 pitches in SA3 (-0.5 MES) and SA4 (-2.5 MES). There will remain no capacity in SA1 and any spare capacity in SA2 
will be lost.  
 

Youth 9 v 9 Analysis Peak 
 

2.66. Table 23 provides the current and future position for 9 v 9 youth grass pitch provision across the full study area. Any spare capacity on unsecure sites 
from the site by site analysis above has been discounted due to the uncertainty that their availability will be sustained. 

 
Table 23: Youth 9v9 Supply and Demand Analysis. All Figures in MES 

 

Analysis Area Spare capacity MES (Peak) Total Overplay Current position Future demand Future position 

SA1 1.5 0 1.5 0.5 1 

SA2 3.5 0 3.5 0.5 3 

SA3 1 0.5 0.5 0.5 0 

SA4 0.5 2 -1.5 0.5 -2 

Total 6.5 2.5 4 2 2 

 
2.67. Table 23 states that there is a current spare capacity of 4 MES for 9v9 pitches across the study area. This is mainly due to large amounts of spare 

capacity in SA2. Only SA4 has a current deficit of provision (-1.5 MES).   
 

2.68. The 9v9 pitch at Acre Close Fields in SA3 is overplayed by 0.5 MES per week, whilst there is also a -0.5 MES deficit at North Leamington School (SA5) 
and -1.5 MES at St Peterôs Celtic (SA5).  

 
2.69. If 1 MES of capacity from the unsecure pitch at Aylesford School was included in the analysis, the current level of spare capacity in SA2 would increase 

to 4.5 MES, and the study area-wide capacity would increase to 5 MES for 9v9 pitches.  
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2.70. As a result of population growth, there is likely to be demand for an additional 2 MES per week in Warwick, reducing the spare capacity to 2 MES. Both 
SA1 and SA2 would retain 1 MES and 3 MES of spare capacity respectively, but the deficit of provision in SA4 would increase to -2 MES by 2050.  

 

Mini 7 v 7 pitch supply Peak 
 

2.71. Table 24 provides the current and future position for 7v7 mini grass pitch provision across the study area. Any spare capacity on unsecure sites from the 
site by site analysis above has been discounted due to the uncertainty that their availability will be sustained. 

 
Table 24: Mini 7v7 Supply and Demand Analysis. All Figures in MES 

 

Analysis Area Spare capacity MES (Peak) Total Overplay Current position Future demand Future position 

SA1 1 0 1 1.5 -0.5 

SA2 0.5 0 0.5 0.5 0 

SA3 1.5 0 1.5 0.5 1 

SA4 2.5 -2 0.5 1.5 -1 

Total 5.5 -2 3.5 4 -0.5 

 
2.72. Table 24 indicates that there is 3.5 MES of spare capacity for 7v7 pitches in Warwick, with availability in all 4 sub areas.  

 
2.73. The only site with overplay on 7v7 pitches is North Leamington Academy, where there is a shortfall of -2 MES per week.  

 
2.74. Park Hill Junior School is the only unsecure 7v7 site in the study area with spare peak time capacity. If its capacity was taken into consideration, the 

current position in SA1 would increase to 2 MES of spare capacity, raising the total position to 4.5 MES per week.  
 

2.75. However, a predicted increase in demand of 4 MES, will create a small deficit of -0.5 MES by 2050. Only SA3 will retain any spare capacity (1 MES), 
with both SA1 (-0.5 MES) and SA4 (-1 MES) experiencing deficits in provision.  

 

Mini 5 v 5 pitch supply Peak 
 

2.76. Table 25 provides the current and future position for 5v5 grass pitch provision across the full study area. Any spare capacity on unsecure sites from the 
site by site analysis above has been discounted due to the uncertainty that their availability will be sustained. 
 
 



 

Warwick District Council 
Playing Pitch Strategy - Stage C Assessment 
 

 

45 

Table 25: Mini 5v5 Supply and Demand Analysis. All Figures in MES 

 

Analysis Area Spare capacity MES (Peak) Total Overplay Current position Future demand Future position 

SA1 4.5 0 4.5 1 3.5 

SA2 1.5 0 1.5 0.5 1 

SA3 0 0 0 0.5 -0.5 

SA4 2.5 0 2.5 1 1.5 

Total 8.5 0 8.5 3 5.5 

 
2.77. Table 25 illustrates that there is 8.5 MES of spare capacity per week on 5v5 pitches in Warwick. This spare capacity is a result of low levels of demand 

and high levels of pitch capacity in SA1. Only SA3 is without any availability at peak times, but there is still no shortfall in 5v5 pitch provision.  
 

2.78. There are no unsecure 5v5 pitches in the study area.  
 

2.79. Population growth will add 3 MES per week of demand across Warwick by 2050, decreasing the spare capacity to 5.5 MES. SA3 will have a small -0.5 
MES deficit, whilst the other sub areas will retain small levels of spare capacity.  

 

Football Summary 
 

2.80. This section summarises the findings from the football analysis, which will form the basis of the recommendation and action plan section for the Warwick. 
 
Table 26: Summary of Supply and Demand Warwick Peak time of Play 

  

Pitch type 
Actual Spare Capacity 

(Peak Time) 
Total Overplay Current Total 

Future Demand 
Population Growth 

Future position ï Population 
Growth Only 

Adult 11v11 9.5 -3.5 6 3 3 

Youth 11v11 0.5 -2 -1.5 1.5 -3 

Youth 9v9 6.5 2.5 4 2 2 

Mini 7v7 5.5 -2 3.5 4 -0.5 

Mini 5v5 8.5 0 8.5 3 5.5 
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2.81. There is currently spare capacity on all pitch types, other than Youth 11v11 in Warwick, which are currently in a deficit of -1.5 MES.  
 

2.82. Population growth by 2050 will impact the capacity position for all pitch types, however Adult 11v11, Youth 9v9 and Mini 5v5 pitches will retain their spare 
capacity. The current deficit on Youth 11v11 pitches will increase to -3 MES by 2050 and the current spare capacity on 7v7 pitches will be lost and 
replaced with a deficit of -0.5 MES. The spare capacity on adult 11v11 pitches will decrease to 4 MES, 9v9 pitches will have 2 MES of spare capacity 
and there will be 5.5 MES of capacity remaining on 5v5 pitches.  
 

¶ There are 132 grass football pitches across 31 sites that are available for community use.  
 

¶ 100 (78.7%) of pitches in Warwick provide secured community use access (i.e., pitches owned or leased by local authorities or clubs/associations). 
8% of available pitches do not have any security of tenure.    

 
¶ 255 teams from 41 clubs are identified as playing within Warwick. This consists of 47 adult menôs, 5 adult womenôs, 68 youth 11v11 boysô, 11 youth 

11v11 girls, 45 junior boysô 9v9 teams, 8 9v9 girlsô teams, 62 7v7 and mini soccer teams and 35 5v5 mini soccer teams. There is demand across 
all age groups of football across Warwick. 

 
2.83. This section summarises the findings from the football analysis, which will form the basis of the recommendation and action plan section for Warwick. 

Table 27 includes the response to 5 key questions which are identified in the Sport England PPOSS Guidance Checklists.  
 
Table 27: Key PPOSS findings for football in the Warwick study area 

 

Key Question Analysis 

What are the main 
characteristics of the current 
supply and demand for 
provision? 

There are a total of 131 available pitches across 31 sites in Warwick. The majority (78.7%) of available pitches have secured community use on 
them. Pitches at University of Warwick (Cryfield Pavilion) have been discounted from the capacity analysis due to their inclusion in the Coventry City 
PPOSS. The overmarked 5v5 and 7v7 pitches at Acre Close Fields have also been discounted as their demand is actually being met on the larger 
11v11 and 9v9 pitches.  
 
There are 41 football clubs in Warwick, comprising a total of 255 teams. The largest proportion of these teams come from youth male 11v11 teams.  
 

Is there enough accessible 
community use provision to 
meet current demand? 

The current supply and demand analysis for accessible and secure pitch provision shows spare capacity on all pitches types, other than Youth 
11v11, where there is a deficit of -1.5 MES. There is spare capacity on Adult 11v11 (6 MES), 9v9 (4 MES), 7v7 (3.5 MES) and 5v5 (8.5 MES).  
 

Is the provision that is 
accessible of sufficient quality 
and appropriately maintained? 

55% of pitches are rated as good quality, which provides some explanation for the levels of spare capacity currently available. 34% are classed as 
standard and 11% are poor quality.  
 
The following sites have PitchPower reports in place: Ajax Park, Kenilworth Wardens Community Sports Club, Newbold Comyn, St Nicholas Park 
Leisure Centre, St Peterôs Celtic, St Maryôs Land, University of Warwick and Whitnash Recreation Ground.  
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Key Question Analysis 

What are the main 
characteristics of the future 
supply and demand for 
provision? 

The demand for grass football pitches is likely to increase significantly as a result of population growth, which is expected to add 26 new teams to 
the study area by 2050. However, Birmingham County FAôs modelling suggests a significantly higher growth of 108 teams over the next 5 years in 
Warwick. The impact of this will be explored at Stage D.  
 
This new demand is likely to be split fairly evenly across Warwick, with SA1 having 7 new teams, SA2 having 6, SA3 expecting 5 and SA4 growing 
by 8.  
 

Is there enough accessible 
and secured community use 
provision to meet future 
demand? 

The impact of population growth will result in a small reduction in capacity for all pitch types. However, all pitches other than youth 11v11 and 7v7, 
will retain spare capacity. There will be a of 4 MES for adult 11v11, 2 MES for youth 9v9 and 5.5 MES for 5v5.  
 
There is predicted to be a deficit of -1.5 MES on Youth 11v11 pitches, and a shortfall of -0.5 MES on 7v7 pitches by 2050.  
 
Although not factored into the capacity analysis, 15.8% of available sites do not have any security of tenure, meaning that the loss of these sites 
would negatively impact the availability of grass pitches to support community football.   
 
If these unsecure sites were to be lost, 6 MES of demand for adult 11v11 pitches, 9 MES of demand for youth 11v11 pitches, 4 MES of demand for 
youth 9v9 and 8.5 of demand for 7v7 pitches would be displaced. 
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3 Artificial Grass Pitch (AGP) Analysis 
 

Introduction 
 

3.1. There are four surface types that fall into the category of Artificial Grass Pitches (AGP); rubber crumb (3G), sand-based (filled or dressed) and water 
based. This section focusses on the third generation (3G) facilities in Warwick that are suitable for football, rugby union and rugby league. However, it 
will also consider informal football demand that is met by sand-based pitches in Warwick as they could be negatively affected by any potential 
development of additional 3G facilities. 
 

3G AGP Usage for Football 
 

3.2. The Football Association (FA) considers high quality 3G pitches as essential in promoting coach and player development across all age groups. These 
pitches can support intensive use and as such are valuable assets for both playing and training. Primarily, such facilities have been installed for 
community use and training however they are increasingly used for competition, which the FA wholly supports providing the pitch has been appropriately 
tested and is on The FA 3G pitch register. The FAôs long-term ambition is to provide every affiliated team in England with the opportunity to train once a 
week on a floodlit 3G surface together with priority access for England Football Accredited community clubs through a partnership agreement. 
 

3.3. The FA has adopted the use of 3G pitches across all competitions other than the Premier League and Football League. This decision was taken due to 
the significant advances that have been made to the development of 3G Football Turf (FT) and the adoption of these surfaces by professional leagues 
throughout Europe and by both UEFA and FIFA for major competitions.  
 

3.4. Competitive affiliated football can only take place on 3G surfaces that have been tested to meet certain standards and are on the FA 3G Pitch Register. 
Some football training takes place on sand-based surfaces; however, this is mainly due to lack of access to more appropriate facilities and is not a 
comparable alternative. Therefore, a 3G surface is the preferred surface for football by both the consumer and The FA. 
 

3G AGP Usage for Rugby 
 

3.5. The use of 3G AGP provision for rugby match play and training has increased significantly in the past 10 years, due to a combination of improved 
technology, greater investment and changing player behaviour. 
 

3.6. Clubs and operators are increasingly seeing the benefit of utilising 3G provision, due to the durability of the surface and the ability of clubs to play back-
to-back matches, as well as using the same surfaces for both match play and training.  
 

3.7. For facilities to be used for contact training or affiliated rugby union match play, pitches must be World Rugby 22 (WR22) compliant, which ensures 
pitches have an adequate shock pad and length of synthetic grass to ensure they are safe to play on.  
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3.8. Pitches that are WR22 are commonly also compliant for Rugby League as the surface satisfied the requirements of the RFL Performance and 
Construction Standards for Synthetic Turf Competition and Training Pitches. However, surfaces that are compliant with rugby league standards, do not 
always meet the requirements for rugby union.  

 

Supply  
 
3.9. Tables 28 and 29 provide a list of all sand-based and 3G AGPs in Warwick.  
 

Table 28: 3G Pitch Audit 

 

Site Name Postcode 
Sub 
Area 

Availability 
Security 
of Use 

Surface 
Type 

FA 3G 
Pitch 
Register 

WR22 Size 

Pitch 
Dimensions 
(m) ï Incl 
Run Offs 

Age of 
Surface 

Floodlit 
Pitch 
Rating 

John Atkinson Sports 
Centre / Myton School 

CV34 6PJ 2 Available Secure 3G No No 11v11 100x62 2003 Yes Poor 

Kenilworth School and 
Sixth Form 

CV8 2AL 1 Available Secure 3G Yes No 11v11 106x70 2023 Yes Good 

Kenilworth School and 
Sixth Form 

CV8 2AL 1 Available Secure 3G Yes No 11v11 106x70 2023 Yes Good 

Racing Club Warwick CV34 6JP 2 Available Secure 3G Yes No 11v11 106x70 2021 Yes Good 

Racing Club Warwick CV34 6JP 2 Available Secure 3G Yes No 7v7 45x40 2018 Yes Good 

Warwick School Sports 
Centre (Rugby) 

CV34 6PP 2 
Available 
(Rugby Use 
Only) 

Secure 3G No Yes 11v11 120x80 2019 Yes Good 
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Site Name Postcode 
Sub 
Area 

Availability 
Security 
of Use 

Surface 
Type 

FA 3G 
Pitch 
Register 

WR22 Size 

Pitch 
Dimensions 
(m) ï Incl 
Run Offs 

Age of 
Surface 

Floodlit 
Pitch 
Rating 

Cryfield Sports Pavilion CV4 7AL N/A Available Secure 3G Yes No 11v11 110x66 2017 Yes Good 

 
Table 29: Sand-Dressed / Sand-Filled AGP Audit 

 

Site Name Postcode 
Sub 
Area 

Availability 
Security 
of Use 

Surface 
Type 

FA 3G 
Pitch 
Register 

WR22 Size 
Pitch 
Dimensions 
(m) 

Age of 
Surface 

Floodlit 
Pitch 
Rating 

Aylesford School CV34 6XR 2 Available Secure Sand Filled No No Full 97x60 2006 Yes Standard 

North Leamington 
School 

CV32 6RD 4 Available Secure 
Sand 
Dressed 

No No Full 106x70 2009 Yes Standard 

St Nicholas Park 
Leisure Centre 

CV34 4QY 2 Available Secure 
Sand 
Dressed 

No No Full 105x60 
1993 
(2003 
refurb) 

Yes Poor 

Warwick School Sports 
Centre 

CV34 6PP 2 Available Secure Sand Filled No No Full 102x63 2000 Yes Good 

Warwick School Sports 
Centre 

CV34 6PP 2 Available Secure Sand Filled No No Full 102x63 2000 Yes Good 

 
3.10. The study area currently has 4 11v11 sized 3G AGPs and one full sized rugby union 3G AGP included in the study area. Although Cryfield Sports Pavilion 

has been included in table 28, it will be excluded from any calculations due to its inclusion within the Coventry City Council PPS and it being predominantly 
used by teams and clubs from Coventry, despite it being located within Warwickshire. If the site were to be included it would take the overall stock of 3G 
pitches to 6.  
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3.11. Warwick School Sports Centre 3G is rugby specific and discussions with the school, football clubs consultation and Birmingham County FA affiliation 
data identified no football demand of the 3G pitch.  

 
3.12. There are also 6 small-sided 3G pitches, spread across 2 sites in Warwick. However, as with Cryfield Sports Pavilion, the 5 5v5 pitches at University of 

Warwick are included in Coventry City Councilôs PPS and will therefore be discounted from Warwickôs supply.  
 
3.13. There are 5 full-size sand-dressed AGPs in Warwick. Although the 4 of the 5 are located on education sites, all pitches are available to the community.  
 
3.14. The weekday peak times are 5-10pm and at weekends and 10am-6pm. All facilities have sports lighting and can therefore be used by the community at 

peak times throughout the winter. Table 30 details the number of peak time hours available at each site.  
 
3.15. Map 3 shows the location of all AGP pitches in Warwick.  
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Map 6: AGP sites in Warwick 
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Current Supply and Demand Analysis for Football / 3G AGP 
 

3.16. The commentary in the previous section has explained the current supply of AGPs in the study area. To understand how this supply caters for the study 
area, it is necessary to analyse the current demand for AGP pitch use.  
 

3.17. To provide a more accurate picture of how AGP provision is currently being utilised, Table 30 shows the supply and demand analysis for all provision 
that is available to the community. This compares the amount of available capacity (in hours) during the peak period with the amount of demand that has 
been provided by clubs and users during consultation. 

 
3.18. The Peak period according to the PPS Guidance is identified as Mon-Thurs 5pm to 9pm, Friday 5pm to 7pm; and Saturdays and Sundays 9am to 5pm. 

Therefore, the total number of hours available mid-week is 18, and there are 16 available during the weekend.  

 
3.19. Neither John Atkinson Sports Centre or Warwick School Sports Centre are on the FA 3G Pitch Register. However, both pitches at Kenilworth School 

and both at Racing Club Warwick are on the register, therefore deemed appropriate to support formal match play.  
 
Table 30: Supply and Demand Analysis for all available 3G AGP Provision  

 

Site Name Pitch Type 

S
iz

e
 

P
e

a
k

 T
im

e
 

C
a
p

a
c
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y
 

Clubs using the site Total hours 

Football Other 

M
id

w
e

e
k

 

S
a

tu
rd

a
y
 

S
u

n
d

a
y

- 

Total 

John Atkinson Sports Centre 3G 11v11 34 

Lillington Juniors FC, Warwick Juniors, 
Leamington Lions, Khalsa Juniors, 
Lillington Juniors, Power League (5v5 
menôs football) 

 18 6 7 31 

Kenilworth School and Sixth Form 3G 11v11 34 Kenilworth Wardens JFC, Kenilworth Town - 18 8 8 34 

Kenilworth School and Sixth Form 3G 11v11 34 Leek Wooton FC, DF Sports, RB Coaching - 18 8 8 34 

Racing Club Warwick 3G 11v11 34 
Racing Club Warwick, Whitnash Town, 
Claverdon FC, Central Ajax, Leamington 
Brakes, Cubbington Albion 

Walking Football  18 8 8 34 

Racing Club Warwick 3G 7v7 34 
Racing Club Warwick, Ryan Bryne 
Coaching, GK Academy, Casual Football, 
Community Groups 

- 15 8 8 31 

Warwick School Sports Centre (Rugby) 3G 11v11 34 Rugby Use Only - - - - 
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Site Name Pitch Type 

S
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e
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Clubs using the site Total hours 

Football Other 

M
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S
a
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a
y
 

S
u

n
d

a
y

- 

Total 

Total 87 38 39 164 

Cryfield Sports Pavilion 3G 11V11 34 
Warwick University , Coventry local 
community football clubs 

Warwick 
University, 
Education 
providers,   

18 8 2 28 

 
3.20. Table 30 suggests that there is very little spare capacity on 3G AGPs in Warwick. Both pitches at Kenilworth School are at capacity, as well as the 11v11 

size 3G at Racing Club Warwick.  
 

3.21. There are 3 hours available at John Atkinson Sports Centre during the weekend and 3 hours during mid-week at Racing Club Warwick 7v7 3G.  
 

Current Supply and Demand Modelling ï 11v11 3G AGP Provision (Football) 
 

3.22. As part of the FA National Game Strategy, the Football Association identified a strategic objective to ensure that all teams playing competitive football 
have access to a floodlit 3G AGP to train on at least once a week. To do this, FA calculations show that a 11v11 size 3G AGP (available for community 
use at peak times) is required for every 38 teams, which will allow the required training and match play slots, as well as providing suitable supply at peak 
times (weekday evenings and weekends). 
 

3.23. Table 31 shows the FA recommended pitch sizes for 3G AGPs, as well as outlining the number of teams each size 3G pitch can cater for. The table 
shows that the current supply can meet the demand of 167 teams, leaving 88 teams without access to 3G provision.  
 
Table 31: Capacity Analysis for AGPs per Pitch Typology 

 

Pitch Typology Size 
Proportion of teams 
that can use facility 

No. of teams that the 
facility can service 

Facilities within Study 
Area 

Capacity (no of teams 
serviced by 3G) * 

11v11 (Including adult and youth) 91x55m or larger 100% 38 4 152 

9v9 Between 73x46 and 82x50m 53% 22 0 0 

7v7 Between 55x37m and 73x46m 35% 15 1 15 
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Pitch Typology Size 
Proportion of teams 
that can use facility 

No. of teams that the 
facility can service 

Facilities within Study 
Area 

Capacity (no of teams 
serviced by 3G) * 

5v5 Between 37x27m and 55x37m 17% 7 0 0 

Total teams 167 

 
3.24. Using the demand data information from Birmingham County FAôs 2023/2024 affiliation data, 255 teams have been identified as playing within Warwick. 

Using the FAôs suggested ratio of 1:38, this demonstrates the need for 6.7 3G AGPôs, which can be rounded up to 7 11v11 size equivalents. By rounding 
this figure up, a small amount of spare capacity will be secured to cater for short term team growth.  
 

3.25. Although, the analysis in Table 32 suggests that there is a deficit of provision across the study area and club consultation suggests that some teams 
cannot access 3G facilities, Table 30 highlights small levels of spare capacity. Nearly all of this spare capacity is available at weekends, where clubs are 
more likely to utilise their own grass pitches and will play during the day, therefore do not require floodlighting provision.  

 
Table 32: Current Capacity Analysis for 3G AGPs 

 

Area Teams 
Total number of 11v11 3G AGPs 

required to meet demand 
Current number of 3G AGPs Current balance 

SA1- Kenilworth 61 1.6 2 0.4 

SA2-Warwick and Warwick District West 63 1.7 1.4 -0.3 

SA3-Leamington, Whitnash and Bishopôs Tachbrook 51 1.3 1 -0.3 

SA4-Cubbington, Lillington and Warwick District East 80 2.1 0 -2.1 

Warwick Total 255  6.7 4.4 -2.3 

 
3.26. Supply data identifies 4 existing 11v11 sized 3G AGP facilities within the Study Area that are available for community use, as well as 1 7v7 3G. Based 

on the above information in Table 31 and the commentary in Para 3.27, there are 4.4 11v11 size equivalent 3G pitches available for community use 
across Warwick, suggesting a deficit of -2.3 11v11 equivalent 3G AGPs in the study area. 
 

3.27. Although each of the sub areas has a deficit of pitches, the most significant is in SA4 where there is a shortfall of 2.1 11v11 equivalent 3G AGPs. Many 
teams located in the sub area, such as Lillington Juniors, Leamington Khalsa and St Peterôs Celtic utilise the sand dressed AGP at North Leamington 
School (SA4) and the 3G pitch at John Atkinson Sports Centre in SA2.  
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3.28. When club affiliation data and home ground information provided by Birmingham County FA is analysed, it is also apparent that that there is an exported 
demand of 17 teams, which have not been included in the analysis above. Although these teams play outside of the study area, it is apparent that their 
training demand is met within Warwick. Therefore, this creates demand for a further 0.5 11v11 equivalent 3G pitches, bringing the total deficit to -2.8.  

 
3.29. On a sub area level, an additional 6 teams should be added to SA1, 10 teams to SA2 and 1 team to SA4. This reduces the spare capacity in 

SA1 to 0.2 and raises the current deficit in SA2 to -0.6. The additional 1 team in SA4 has minimal impact on already significant deficit of -2.1.  
 

3.30. Further information on exported/imported demand is included in the Football section of this report. 
 

AGP Future Supply and Demand Balance 
 

3.31. To calculate the future demand for football and 3G provision in the Study Area, Team Generation Rates (TGR) have been calculated using the current 
number of teams and the current population. This measure allows us to calculate what size of population, will typically cause enough demand to create 
additional football teams.  
 

3.32. This Team Generation Rate can then be applied to the population projections for the Study Area to confirm how population growth or reduction will affect 
the number of teams in each of the key age groups. It is to be noted that population is just one factor in estimating future teams. Other factors such as 
National Governing Body initiatives and latent demand predictions by clubs can have a major impact. These will be further explored as part of Stage D 
of this PPOSS.  
 

3.33. These calculations are shown in Table 33 and suggest that there will be an additional 26 teams in the study area by 2050. To understand how this 
additional demand will impact 3G AGP capacity, the same ratio of 1:38 has been used and applied to the identified growth of an additional 26 football 
teams created by population growth to 2050.  
 

3.34. Using these parameters, it is projected that an additional 0.7 new 11v11 equivalent 3G AGPs will be required by 2050 to meet future football demand as 
a result of population growth alone.  

 
Table 33: Future Capacity Analysis for 3G AGPs in Warwick 

 

Area 
Predicted No. Teams - 

2050 

Total number of 11v11 3G 
AGPs required to meet 

demand 

Current number of 11v11 
equivalent 3G AGPs 

Future balance - 2050 

SA1 -Kenilworth 68 1.8 2 0.2 

SA2-Warwick and Warwick District West 69 1.8 1.4 -0.4 

SA3-Leamington, Whitnash and Bishopôs Tachbrook 56 1.5 1 -0.5 
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Area 
Predicted No. Teams - 

2050 

Total number of 11v11 3G 
AGPs required to meet 

demand 

Current number of 11v11 
equivalent 3G AGPs 

Future balance - 2050 

SA4-Cubbington, Lillington and Warwick District East 88 2.3 0 -2.3 

Warwick Total 281 7.4 4.4 -3 

 
3.35. If this future demand from population growth alone is added to the current deficit, then there would be a shortfall of 3 11v11 equivalent 3G AGPs by 

2050. However, if the exported demand highlighted previously is considered, the future deficit would raise to -4.1 11v11 equivalent 3G pitches, with the 
deficit in SA1 increasing to -0.6 and SA2ôs shortfall increasing to -0.7.  
 

3.36. The grass football pitch section of this report also highlights future deficits of all pitch types by 2050. The development of 3G pitch provision, could help 
to meet some training and match play demand from affiliated clubs. The possibility and likely impact of any development will be explored in Stage D of 
this PPOSS.  

 

Meeting the Current and Future Demand for 3G AGP Facilities Across Warwick 
 

3.37. There are proposals for the development of 2 new 3G pitches in Warwick, 1 of which will cater for community football demand. Consultation suggests 
that the proposed development at Kenilworth RFC, will be predominately used for rugby union use. Table 34 provides an overview of the potential 
developments.  

 
Table 34: Proposed New 3G Pitch Development 

 

Location Sub Area Number of Pitches Proposed Usage Estimated Delivery Date Comments 

Kenilworth RFC 1 1 Full Size Rugby No Status Planning permission lapsed 

Oakley School 3 1 11v11 Football 2024 Delivered May 20253 

 
3.38. The impact of these potential developments and others, will be explored in detail as part of the Stage D analysis. The development at Oakley School is 

under construction and there is a community use agreement in place. Therefore, once finished, the 3G pitch could eliminate the deficit of 3G provision 
in SA3, as well as potentially in SA2.  

  

 
3 Pitch delivered since completion of this assessment document 
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3.39. From the current and future supply and demand analysis we can presume the following: 
 
¶ There is a current deficit of 2.9 3G pitches in Warwick for affiliated football teams.  
¶ To cater for additional future demand through population growth, a further 0.7 11v11 equivalent 3G AGPs should be considered, increasing the 

total deficit to 3.6 11v11 equivalent 3G AGPs by 2050.  
 

Supply and Demand Analysis for Sand Dressed AGP 
 
3.40. Sand-dressed pitches in Warwick are used for curriculum activity during the school day and for hockey and other informal usage such as football training 

and casual football during the peak evening times.  
 
3.41. St Nicholas Park Leisure Centre AGP only has 1 hour of spare peak time capacity per week. Although the site is used by all three hockey clubs in 

Warwick, as well as one club from Stratford-on-Avon, some mid-week demand is generated by football clubs, such as HRI Harbury, for training sessions, 
as well as a small amount of casual 5v5 play. Weekend capacity is utilised by the hockey clubs for competitive match play.  

 
3.42. It is also apparent that North Leamington School is utilised by football clubs to meet training demand. Although the schools did not respond to consultation, 

club consultation suggests that North Leamington School is being used for a minimum of 15 hours per week by affiliated football clubs. North Leamington 
School AGP is used by, Leamington Khalsa, Lillington Juniors, Pig and Fiddle, Whitnash Town, St Peterôs Celtic. Southam United from outside of the 
study area also utilise the facility.  A full summary of consultation is included in Table 9.  

 
3.43. Although North Leamington School helps to meet football training demand, Lillington Juniors, St Peterôs Celtic and Whitnash Town all expressed a desire 

to move their training demand to a 3G surface.  

 
3.44. Aylesford School is utilised by Claverdon FC for 1 hour per week during the mid-week.  

 
3.45. Although the preferred surface for football usage is 3G, sand-dressed AGPs still serve a purpose in meeting some casual and football club training 

demand, where 3G pitches cannot. It must also be considered that any additional development of 3G provision may negatively affect the financial 
sustainability of hockey specific AGPs.  

 

Supply and Demand Analysis for Rugby Union and Rugby League use of 3G AGP. 
 

3.46. There is only one WR22 compliant 3G pitch in the study area, located at Warwick School Sports Centre. Although the site is available to the community 
and is well used by the school during curricular and extra-curricular time, there is no identified use of the facility by affiliated rugby union or rugby league 
teams.  
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3.47. All rugby club sites in Warwick have at least 1 floodlit pitch that is used either solely or in part to meet training demand and no rugby clubs highlighted 
current use of a 3G facility during consultation. However, both Leamington Royals RLFC and Leamington RFC, who share the same site, highlighted the 
need for WR22 compliant 3G development to ensure the sustainability of pitch provision throughout the winter and outlined the importance of 3G provision 
in allowing year round training capability.  

 
3.48. Rugby clubsô desire for 3G provision is further highlighted by an approved planning application submitted by Kenilworth RFC for a WR22 compliant pitch 

located at Kenilworth Rugby Club on Glasshouse Lane. However, this application has now lapsed due to funding being unavailable to commence works 
at the time of the planning application.  

 
3.49. Further analysis in both the rugby union and rugby league sections of the assessment report, and at Stage D of the PPOSS will be required to establish 

the current grass pitch capacity and the feasibility of a potential WR22 3G development.  

 
3.50. However, many future projects will rely on a joint approach between sports and any potential development for rugby would require football demand to 

ensure its financial sustainability. The Football Foundation has a multisport commitment that aims to allocate 40% of its investment to multi-sport projects 
by 2025, therefore, Stage D of the PPS should explore the potential for collaboration between football, rugby union and rugby league to ensure that all 
sports have adequate access to 3G AGP pitch provision.  

 

AGP summary 
 

3.51. This section summarises the findings from the AGP analysis, which will form the basis of the recommendations and action plan section for Warwick. 
 

3.52. Table 35 includes the response to 5 key questions which are identified in the Sport England PPOSS Guidance Checklists..  
 
Table 35: Key PPOSS Findings for AGPs in Warwick 

 

Key Question  Analysis 

What are the main 
characteristics of the current 
supply and demand for 
provision? 

There are 5 11v11 size 3G AGPôs and 1 small sided 7v7 pitch in Warwick.  Of this supply, only Warwick School Sports Centre has a WR22 
compliant surface, and this is used solely for rugby union demand. There is an 11v11 3G at Cryfield Sports Pavilion, that although located just 
inside the study area, is included in Coventry Cityôs PPOSS, therefore has not been included in this analysis. 
 
Therefore, there are 4.4 11v11 equivalent 3G pitches that are available to meet football demand. 
 
Although the 3G pitch at Warwick School Sports Centre is rugby compliant, it currently only meets occasional demand from affiliated rugby union 
clubs during adverse weather, and caters for high level representative fixtures.  However, both rugby union and rugby league clubs have highlighted 
the need for WR22 3G provision.  
 
There are also 5 full size, sand-dressed or sand-filled AGPs in Warwick that cater for curriculum activity, hockey demand and casual football use.  
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Key Question  Analysis 

Is there enough accessible and 
secured community use 
provision to meet current 
demand? 

There is a current deficit of -2.3 11v11 equivalent 3G pitches in the study area for football. The majority of this deficit is generated by SA4 (2.1), 
where there are no 3G pitches located.  
 
There are small deficits in the other sub areas also, with both SA2 and SA3 having deficits of 0.3 and SA1 has  0.4 of spare capacity.  
 
Consultation suggests that many clubs face challenges in accessing 3G provision and find it necessary to travel outside of sub areas and the study 
area to access appropriate 3G pitches for training demand.  
 
There are 17 teams currently displaced within Warwick. If these teams were to sprreturn to the study area, an additional 0.5 3G AGPs of demand 
would be created, increasing the current deficit to -2.8 11v11 sized 3G pitches.  
 
A number of clubs, particularly those in SA3, utilise sand-dressed AGPs to meet their training demand, due to lack of local 3G pitches. Several of 
these clubs highlighted the desire to use 3G provision instead of sand-dressed.  
 
All rugby clubs currently train and play on floodlit grass pitches on their sites. The rugby union and league sections of this assessment report will 
outline the capacity position of rugby grass pitches which will highlight the level of need for 3G provision.  
 

Is the provision that is 
accessible of sufficient quality 
and appropriately maintained? 
 

5 of the 6 3G pitches in Warwick are rated as good quality, with only John Atkinson Sports Centre (Myton School) rated as poor. Cryfield Sports 
Pavilion is also rated as good quality.  
 

What are the main 
characteristics of the future 
supply and demand for 
provision? 

Team generation rates informed by ONS population projections suggest that there will be an increase of 26 teams by 2050. SA1 will see an 
increase of 7, SA2 will grow by 6 teams, SA3 by 5 and the largest growth will be in SA4 where there will be 8 additional teams.  
 
 

Is there enough accessible 
community use provision to 
meet future demand? 
 

Based on ONS population projections, it is predicted that the total deficit of 3G pitches will increase from 2.3 to 3 by 2050.  
 
Deficits will increase in all sub areas other than in SA1, with SA2 increasing to -0.4, SA3 to -0.5 and SA4 to -2.3. The spare capacity in SA1 will 
reduce to 0.2. However, if exported demand is considered that deficits will increase in SA2 to -0.7 11v11 equivalent 3G pitches and all spare 
capacity in SA1 will be lost. 
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4 Hockey Analysis 
 

Introduction and Strategic Context 
 

4.1. In order to understand the overall objectives and priorities of England Hockey (EH), an analysis of key recent strategies and documentation has been 
undertaken and summarised below.  

 

England Hockey Facilities Strategy (2023) 
 

4.2. In 2023 England Hockey published the latest strategy for the sport, Creating a Future For Our Game Together 2023-2028, with the aim for making 
Hockey more visible, relevant and accessible to all.  

 
Mission: 5 years, 5 objectives ï Lead positive change, inspirational international success, drive visible impact, responsible leadership and meaningful 
growth.  
 

4.3. The 5 objects are each underpinned by a number of key performance indicators: 
 

¶ Lead Positive Change: Double the number of state schools offering hockey, increased number of ethnically and culturally diverse players and 
coaches, support 20 clubs through funded initiatives to create positive community change, ensure all clubs, counties and regions meet equality & 
inclusion framework requirements.  
 

¶ Inspirational International Success: A thriving and accessible talent system, clubs excelling in Europe, Men and Women consistently top 4 at 
junior world cups, medal winning performances at 2024 Olympics, 2026 World Cups and 2028 Olympics, a hockey community inspired by 
empowered and exceptional role models and team success 
 

¶ Drive Visible Impact: Commercial growth enabling reinvestment into the game, increasing awareness of hockey as a sport amongst children and 
parents, increasing positive brand sentiment, increasing positive perception of hockey as a sport.  

 

¶ Responsible Leadership: Demonstrating the highest standards throughout the organisations, enhancing injury reporting through increased 
compliance and concussion monitoring, ensure all activity meets the equality, diversity and inclusion framework, diversifying England Hockey 
revenue. 

 

¶ Meaningful Growth: Doubling the number of 7-13 year olds in club activity, ensuring key groups are welcomed and developed, securing investment 
to upgrade hockey facilities which will enhance access and quality of experience.  
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4.4. The new strategy is intrinsically linked to England Hockeyôs Facility strategy which has three key aims.  
 

¶ Protect: To conserve the existing hockey provision. EH currently has over 800 pitches that are used by hockey clubs (club, school, universities). 
We need to retain the current provision where appropriate to ensure that hockey is maintained across the country. 
 

¶ Improve: To improve the existing facilities stock (physically and administratively). The current facilities stock is ageing and there needs to be 
strategic investment into refurbishing the pitches and ancillary facilities. There needs to more support for clubs to obtain better agreements with 
facilities providers & education around owning an asset. 
 

¶ Develop: To strategically build new hockey facilities where there is an identified need and ability to deliver and maintain. This might include 
consolidation hockey provision in a local area where appropriate. Research has identified key areas across the country where there is a lack of 
suitable Hockey provision and there is a need for additional pitches. There is an identified demand for multi pitches in the right places to consolidate 
hockey and allow clubs to have all of their provision catered at one site. 

 
4.5. Competitive league hockey matches, and training can only be played on sand filled, sand dressed, or water based artificial grass pitches (AGPs). 

Although competitive, adult and junior club training cannot take place on third generation turf pitches (3G), 40mm pitches may be suitable for introductory 
level hockey, such as school curriculum low level hockey. EHôs Artificial Grass Playing Surface Policy details suitability of surface type for varying levels 
of hockey, as shown below.  

 
Table 36: England Hockey Guidelines on Artificial Surface Types Suitable for Hockey 

 

Category Surface Playing Level Playing Level 

England Hockey Category 1 Water surface approved within the FIH 
Global/National Parameters 

Essential 
International Hockey - Training and matches 

Desirable 
Domestic National Premier 
competition 
Higher levels of EH Player 
Pathway 
Performance Centres and upwards 
England  

England Hockey Category 2 Sand dressed surfaces within the FIH 
National Parameter 

Essential 
Domestic National Premier competition 
Higher levels of player pathway:  Academy Centres and Upwards  

Desirable 
All adult and junior League Hockey 
Intermediate or advanced School 
Hockey 
 
EH competitions for clubs and 
schools (excluding domestic 
national league) 

England Hockey Category 3 Sand based surfaces within the FIH 
National Parameter 

Essential 
All adult and junior club training and league Hockey 
EH competitions for clubs and schools 
Intermediate or advanced schoolsô hockey 
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Category Surface Playing Level Playing Level 

England Hockey Category 4 All 3G surfaces Essential 
None 

Desirable 
Lower-level hockey          
(Introductory level) when no 
category 1-3 surface is available.  

 
4.6. For senior hockey teams, a full-sized pitch for competitive matches must measure at least 91.4 x 55 metres excluding surrounding run off areas which 

must be a minimum of two metres at the sides & three metres at the ends. England Hockey preference is for four metre side and five metre end run offs, 
with a preferred overall area of 101.4 x 63 metres though a minimum overall area of 97.4 x 59 metres is accepted. 

 
4.7. It is considered that a hockey pitch can accommodate a maximum of four matches on one day (peak time) provided that the pitch has floodlighting. 

Training is generally midweek and requires access to a pitch and floodlights. 

 

Supply  
 
4.8. Warwick has four sites, with five pitches that have full size sand or artificial grass pitches that are suitable for competitive hockey. All sites are available 

to the community, however Aylesford School is a private education sites with no security of tenure. North Leamington School and St Nicholas Park 
Leisure Centre provide some level of security of use for clubs.  
 

4.9. As part of the PPOSS, each site that is suitable for hockey has been assessed scored according to England Hockeyôs facilities framework contained 
within the 2013 Sport England Playing Pitch Guidance. Table 37 below provides a summary of the quality assessments for all hockey suitable sites in 
the Study Area. 

 
Table 37: Quality Overview for Hockey Facilities in Warwick 

 

Site Name Postcode Availability 
Security of 
Use 

Surface Type Size 

P
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Pitch Rating 
Ancillary 
Facility Rating 

Aylesford School CV34 6XR Available Unsecure Sand-Filled Full 60x96 2006 Yes Standard Standard 

North Leamington School CV32 6RD Available Secure Sand-Dressed Full 70x106 2009 Yes Standard Standard 

St Nicholas Park Leisure Centre CV34 4QY Available Secure Sand-Dressed Full 60x105 2003 Yes Poor Standard 

Warwick School Sports Centre CV34 6PP Available Secure Sand-Filled Full 63x120 2000 Yes Good Good 
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Site Name Postcode Availability 
Security of 
Use 

Surface Type Size 

P
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Pitch Rating 
Ancillary 
Facility Rating 

Warwick School Sports Centre CV34 6PP Available Secure Sand-Filled Full 63x120 2000 Yes Good Good 

 
4.10. Table 37 states that both Warwick School pitches are rated as good quality (40%), Aylesford School and North Leamington Schools are of standard 

quality (40%) and St Nicholas Park is classed as poor (20%).  
 

4.11. Through consultation with England Hockey, is its believed that all sites allow clubs the opportunity to utilise ancillary facilities. However, apart from 
Warwick School, these are basic offerings that do not satisfy the clubôs needs.  
 

4.12. Map 4 shows the distribution of hockey specific AGPs in Warwick 
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Map 7: Hockey AGP sites in Warwick 
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Demand 
 

4.13. Through consultation with England Hockey, 3 hockey clubs were identified as using AGP facilities within Warwick.  
 

4.14. As clubs did not respond to consultation, assumptions have been made based on discussions with England Hockey and online research about the clubs 
and their demand for pitch usage. Where information is not available, it is assumed that each team will require 1 hour per week for training and 2 hours 
per week for match play. However, to take into account home and away fixtures, only half the number of teams will be considered for weekly match play 
hours. Table 38 highlights the profile of each team.  
 
Table 38: Senior Hockey Team Overview - Warwick 

 

Club  Senior Teams  
Weekly AGP Hours Required 

Training Match Play Total 

Khalsa Leamington HC 13 22 6.5 28.5 

Shipston-on-Stour HC 1 1 0.5 1.5 

Warwick HC 9 9 4.5 13.5 

 
4.15. It is apparent that although Khalsa Leamington HC have a demand for 22 hours of senior training use, 10 hours of this takes place at Warwick University 

pitches, outside of the study area. 2 hours takes place at St Nicholas Park Leisure Centre, 6 at Warwick School and 4 at North Leamington School. With 
the proposed development of a 3rd hockey AGP at Warwick School, the club may have the opportunity to return all training demand to the study area. 
This is dependent on Warwick School providing secured community access to the pitch, once developed. 
 

4.16. Warwick Hockey Club utilise Warwick School for all training and match play demands.  

 
4.17. Although Shipston-on-Stour are a Stratford club, they only utilise St Nicolas Park Leisure Centre to meet their demand. For this reason, they have been 

included in this analysis.  
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Table 39: Junior Hockey Team Overview - Warwick 
 

Club U16 Members 
Weekly AGP Hours required 

Weekday Saturday Sunday Total 

Khalsa Leamington HC 172 1.5 2 6 9.5 

Shipston-on-Stour HC 2 0 0 0 0 

Warwick HC 128 2 1 1 4 

 
4.18. Junior hockey in Warwick consists mainly of weekly group training sessions, mainly at weekends. However, once players reach óBadgersô age group (14-

16), they may start to participate in competitive fixtures. Both training and match play demand above reflects online research and England Hockey 
consultation.   

 

Pitch Usage 
 
4.19. It is important to understand that a number of sand filled pitches are also being used for football. In these instances, pitch quality deteriorates more 

quickly, and capacity for hockey clubs is also reduced. Table 40 demonstrates all community usage on the sand filled pitches across Warwick.  
 

4.20. The Peak period according to the PPS Guidance is identified as Mon-Thurs 5pm to 9pm, Friday 5pm to 7pm; and Saturdays and Sundays 9am to 5pm. 
Therefore, the total number of hours available mid-week is 18, and there are 16 available during the weekend. 

 
Table 40: Sand Dressed Pitch Usage  

 

Site Name 
Pitch 
Type 

Site Usage Total hours Hockey 
Specific 
Usage Football Hockey Other Midweek Saturday Sunday Total 

Aylesford School 
Sand-
Filled 

Claverdon FC  
Leisure 
Leagues 

8 3 0 11 0 

North 
Leamington 
School 

Sand-
Dressed 

Whitnash Town, St 
Peterôs Celtic, Pig and 
Fiddle, Lillington Juniors, 
Leamington Khalsa FC 

Khalsa 
Leamington 

 18 4.5 4 26.5 11.5 

St Nicholas Park 
Leisure Centre 

Sand-
Dressed 

HRI Harbury FC 

Khalsa 
Leamington, 
Shipston-on-Stour 
HC 

 17 8 8 33 17 
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Site Name 
Pitch 
Type 

Site Usage Total hours Hockey 
Specific 
Usage Football Hockey Other Midweek Saturday Sunday Total 

Warwick School 
Sports Centre 

Sand-
Filled 

 
Warwick HC, 
Khalsa 
Leamington 

 7.5 2 0 9.5 9.5 

Warwick School 
Sports Centre 

Sand-
Filled 

 
Warwick HC 
Khalsa 
Leamington 

 7.5 2.5 0 10 10 

Totals 58 20 12 90 48 

 
4.21. Table 40 highlights that there is a demand total demand of 90 hours for community usage on hockey appropriate AGPs in Warwick. 48 hours of this total 

demand (53%) is generated through hockey club usage, whilst the remaining 47% is taken up by football club training demand.  
 

4.22. Warwick School occasionally host Saturday morning hockey fixtures on the sand-dressed AGPs on site. However, based on information gathered, these 
are not regular and take place at 9am, therefore not interfering with the senior community hockey demand for the pitches.   

 

Demand Driven by Informal Demand 
 
4.23. With the success of the England Womenôs team at Tokyo 2021, accompanied by significant investment into the grass roots game by England Hockey, 

there is an aspiration to increase the amount of people playing informal hockey, either as an entry point into the more formal game or simply as a way of 
providing people with fun ways of keeping active.  

 
4.24. Among others, England Hockey are looking to promote Back to Hockey, Rush Hockey and Indoor Hockey, all of which are easily accessible programmes 

that are easy for those who are not experienced hockey players to play and enjoy.  
 
4.25. It is expected that as these informal forms of the game grow, there will be an increase in the number of participants playing both informal and formal 

hockey. The scenario testing section of the Stage D assessment will look to calculate the future need for facilities, should this growth be realised.  
 

Supply and Demand Balance 
 

Supply and Demand Balance ï Spatial Analysis 
 
4.26. To calculate the capacity analysis at hockey sites in the Warwick, Table 41 shows the supply and demand figures for community use hockey facilities in 

Warwick. This table contains demand (in hours) from competitive matches as well as training required by clubs and other sporting activity as highlighted 
in table 40. 



 

Warwick District Council 
Playing Pitch Strategy - Stage C Assessment 
 

 

69 

Table 41: Supply and Demand Balance for Hockey in Warwick  

 

Site name 
Supply (Peak Period Hours) Demand (Hours: training and matches) Balance (hours) 

Week Sat Sun Week Sat Sun Week Sat Sun 

Aylesford School 15 8 8 8 3 0 7 5 8 

North Leamington School 18 8 8 18 4.5 4 0 3.5 4 

St Nicholas Park Leisure Centre 18 8 8 17 8 8 1 0 0 

Warwick School Sports Centre 18 4.5 8 7.5 2 0 10.5 2.5 8 

Warwick School Sports Centre 18 4.5 8 7.5 2.5 0 10.5 2 8 

Totals 29 13 28 

 
4.27. Table 41 suggests that there is a significant amount of spare capacity on private school sites in the study area. Warwick School has 21 hours of midweek 

peak time capacity, and 20.5 hours available at weekends. Aylesford School caters for no identified hockey usage other than school training and fixtures, 
but caters for 1 hour of football training from Claverdon FC, as well as 7 hours per week of casual football demand from óLeisure Leaguesô, leaving 20 
hours of available capacity.   
 

4.28. However, a planning application has been submitted by Warwick School for the development of an additional hockey specific AGP adjacent to the AGPs. 
As part of their response to the application, England Hockey state that according to local clubs there is a need for additional hockey AGPs to ensure 
clubs have access to appropriate provision despite the increase in football training demand and the threat of the conversion of existing facilities to 3G 
surfaces. Clubs also suggest that although there is spare capacity at Aylesford School, the pitch offers very limited community use and is too expensive 
for clubs to utilise on a regular basis.  
 

4.29. Dependent on a secure community use agreement being in place, an additional hockey AGP could ensure the continuity of hockey activity within Warwick.  
 
4.30. St Nicholas Park Leisure Centre caters for a significant amount of football demand as well as hockey club usage, leaving only 1 hour per week of spare 

capacity in the midweek.  

 
4.31. North Leamington School is similarly well used by both football and hockey clubs, with no spare capacity midweek and only 7.5 hours available at the 

weekends.  
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4.32. If 1 additional team were generated through growth of the game as suggested in Table 42, they could be catered for by the current stock of sand-dress 
AGPs, providing private schools such as Warwick School continue to offer facilities for community use. If this was not the case, there would be deficit of 
midweek training provision, if the level of football usage remained consistent.  

 

Future Demand 
 

Demand driven by Population Growth 
 
4.33. In order to calculate the future demand for Hockey in the Study Area, an agreed growth rate has been used in conjunction with the current number of 

teams across the study area. This measure allows us to calculate the expected number of participants and subsequent number of teams that will be 
present by the end of the lifetime of the local plan period (2050).   

 
4.34. The growth rate has been agreed following consultation with England Hockey, based on experience and best practice from across the country. This is 

believed to be a more accurate projection that than provided by team generation rates (as used for the other sports included within the PPOSS), as it 
allows for the expected growth driven by national team success, increasing level of junior demand across the sport and the level of informal activity such 
as pay and play. 

 
4.35. Table 42 shows the current number of members in each of the age groups and applies a 5% growth rate, to calculate a projected number of members 

and teams. 
 
4.36. It should be noted that, due to the impossibility to determine which sub-area each club member is based, the future analysis and capacity analysis has 

been undertaken at a Study Area-wide level. 

 
Table 42: Future Demand Projections for Hockey Teams in Warwick  

 

Sport and Age Groups No. of members 5% growth Projected number of members 

Hockey Senior Men (16-55yrs) 261 13 274 

Hockey Senior Women (16-55yrs) 237 12 249 

Hockey Youth Boys (14-16yrs) 81 4 85 

Hockey Youth Girls (14-16yrs) 71 4 75 

Hockey Junior Boys (11-13yrs) 68 3 71 

Hockey Junior Girls (11-13yrs) 106 5 111 
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Sport and Age Groups No. of members 5% growth Projected number of members 

Hockey Mixed (5-10yrs) 115 6 121 

Total 939 47 986 

 
4.37. Table 42 illustrates that with the 5% projected growth in participation, it is expected that there will be an additional 47 players over the period of the 

strategy. To calculate the expected growth in teams that this will generate, a ratio has been calculated based on the existing number of members and 
teams (1 team to every 41 members). There is expected to be enough demand for 1 additional team over the lifetime of the local plan period (2050). 

 

Hockey Summary 
 
4.38. This section summarises the findings from the hockey analysis, which will form the basis of the recommendation and action plan section for Warwick. 

Table 43 includes the response to 5 key questions which are identified in the Sport England PPOSS Guidance Checklists.  
 

Table 43: Key PPOSS Findings for Hockey in Warwick 

 

Key Question Analysis 

What are the main characteristics of the 
current supply and demand for 
provision? 

There is a total of 5 full size AGPs across four sites in Warwick that are suitable for Hockey. All pitches offer community use, however 
only North Leamington School and St Nicholas Park LC offer any security of tenure. There are plans for a new hockey facility at Helen 
Lay Care Centre, to cater for demand from Leamington Khalsa HC. The site has plans to develop 1 full size hockey specific AGPs, as 
well as small tennis facility. There are 3 hockey clubs operating within Warwick: Khalsa Leamington HC, Warwick HC and Shipston-on-
Stour HC.  
 

Is there enough accessible and secured 
community use provision to meet 
current demand? 
 

There is adequate capacity on hockey-appropriate AGPs to meet hockey club demand, alongside football club training demand.  
Although no hockey clubs responded to consultation, England Hockey identified no accessibility issues for clubs in the Warwick study 
area.  

Is the provision that is accessible of 
sufficient quality and appropriately 
maintained? 
 

40% of pitches are rated as good quality (Warwick School x2), 40% are standard quality (Aylesford School and North Leamington 
School) and 20% are classed as poor (St Nicholas Park).  

What are the main characteristics of the 
future supply and demand for 
provision? 
 

Based on membership growth predictions of 5%, it is likely that there will be demand for an additional 2 teams over the course of the 
local plan period.  
 

Is there enough accessible and secured 
community use provision to meet future 
demand? 

There are adequate hockey facilities to cater for the small amount of additional future demand, based on the current stock of pitches 
remaining accessible to the community. However, based on England Hockey feedback, clubs believe there is the need for additional 
hockey specific AGPs to mitigate against the rise in football training demand. This could be ensured if the proposed 3 rd hockey AGP is 
developed at Warwick School Sports Centre.  
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5 Rugby Union Analysis 
 

Introduction and Strategic Context 
 
5.1. The Rugby Football Union (RFU) is the national governing body responsible for grassroots and elite rugby in England, with the season operating from 

September to May. 
 

RFU Strategic Plan (2021 Onwards) 
 
5.2. In April 2021, the RFU published the England Rugby Strategy ï A Successful and Thriving Game Across England, with the main purpose being to ñenrich 

lives, introduce more people to rugby and develop the sport for future generationsò. 
 
5.3. Of the eight priorities following goals are of relevance to this strategy: 
 

¶ Enabling positive, enjoyable player experiences: 
ü Improve accessibility for women and girls across the game 
ü Make the game inclusive and attractive for 14ï18-year-olds 
ü Redefine playing opportunities, structures and competitions for current and future player, recognising the strategic importance of the adult 

male game 
 

¶ Supporting clubs to sustain and grow themselves: 
ü Provide support to club volunteers so they can attract new, diverse volunteers and help clubs be fit for the future and self-sustaining. 
ü Provide support to help clubs maximise the benefit from their facilities and assets. 
ü Help clubs manage their risks and liabilities. 

 

¶ Driving rugby union to reflect the diversity of society: 
ü Improve the diversity of all facets of our game and continue to create an inclusive environment for all. 

 

¶ Building a deep understanding of players, volunteers and fans to shape the future of the game: 
ü Build a two-way relationship with our players to identify when and where they play rugby, and how they feel about the game.  
ü Generate greater insights into our volunteers, customers and stakeholders to better serve their needs. 
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¶ Connect with and grow the rugby community:  
ü Unite and engage the rugby community through proactive and effective communication.  
ü Promote the core values across the game. 

 
5.4. The objectives and targets of the RFU will be referenced throughout this strategy and utilised to prioritise facility development projects as part of the 

recommendations and action plan section. 
 

England Rugby Women and Girls Action Plan (2021-2027) 
 
5.5. Alongside the general strategic plan referenced above, England Rugby has also developed the óEvery Roseô action plan. The strategy highlights the 

historical progress that has been achieved and makes four key commitments to the women and girlsô game, to be accomplished by 2027.  
 
5.6. The aims of the óEvery Roseô action plan that are relevant to this PPOSS are:  
 

¶ Increasing number of female players to 100,000 by 2027: 
ü Retain ï understand where the highest number of players, clubs and teams sit; provide clear and appropriate formats for women and girls to 

play and align appropriate playing opportunities; utilise existing and new data and insight to continually assess the rapid growth of the game, 
to ensure the needs of women and girls are continually being met. 

ü Recruit ï ensure that the growth of the grassroots game is supported by having the right facilities and volunteers in the right places; transition 
players from introductory programmes in the community into clubs by creating playing opportunities that players wish to take part in. 

 

¶ Enablers: 
ü Coach and match official development ï increase the visibility of female coaches and match officials from ethnically diverse communities in 

the grassroots and elite game; support female coaches and match officials with potential to impact the growth and success of future teams 
through targeted mentoring.  

 

¶ Volunteer and leadership development ï provide support to club and CB volunteers to help them attract new and diverse volunteers; 
communicate effectively with current female leaders and ex-players and invite them onto training and leadership pathways.  

 

¶ Competitions and playing opportunities ï deliver a competition framework and girls game age bands designed to retain more women and girls 
for longer in line with player feedback. 
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Supply  
 

Quality Assessment 
 
5.7. Each site was visited and assessed by SLL using non-technical assessments as determined by the RFU. The methodology for assessing rugby pitch 

quality analyses two key elements; the maintenance programme and level of drainage. Consultation with clubs and the RFU is then used to check site 
assessments.  

 
5.8. Each pitch is scored and classified in one of three categories. These represent actions required to improve site quality. A breakdown for each of the two 

scoring elements and three respective categories is provided in the following two tables. 
 

Table 44: Rugby Pitch Maintenance Quality Assessment Specifications 4 

 

Category Overall Quality Rating 

MO Action requires significant improvements to the maintenance programme 

M1 Action requires minor improvements to the maintenance programme 

M2 Action requires no improvements to the maintenance programme 

 
Table 45: Rugby Pitch Drainage Quality Assessment Specifications 5 

 

Category Overall Quality Rating 

DO Action on pipe draining system is needed on pitch 

D1 Action on silt drainage system is needed on pitch 

D2 No action is needed on pitch drainage 

D3 No action is needed on pipe drainage or slit drainage. 

 
5.9. These scores are then combined to provide a match equivalent capacity, as calculated in Table 46 below. Depending on the score of a site, a pitch is 

assigned a certain carrying capacity which can then be used to calculate the overall capacity of a site.  
 

  

 
4 Source: RFU PPOSS Guidance 
5 Source: RFU PPOSS Guidance 
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Table 46: Match Equivalent Calculation for Rugby Pitches. Source: Appendices 4a to 4c ï Rugby Football Union 

 

Drainage 
Maintenance 

Poor (M0) Standard (M1) Good (M2) 

Natural Inadequate (DO) 0.5 1.5 2 

Natural Adequate (D1) 1.5 2 3 

Pipe Drained (D2) 1.75 2.5 3.25 

Pipe and Slit Drained (D3) 2 3 3.5 

 
5.10. Table 47 summarises the quality assessment results for those pitches currently used by the community.  
 

Table 47: Quality Summary by Pitch Type 
 

Drainage 
Maintenance 

Poor (M0) Standard (M1) Good (M2) 

Natural Inadequate (D0) - 3 - 

Natural Adequate (D1) - 10 - 

Pipe Drained (D2) - - 2 

Pipe and Slit Drained (D3) - - - 

 

Quantity Overview 
 
5.11. There are 9 sites with a total of 26 pitches in Warwick. The ownership of the 9 rugby union sites across the Study Area is shown in Table 48.  
 

Table 48: Ownership of Rugby Pitches in Warwick 
 

Sub-category Ownership Management 

Charity, Trust 0 0 

Education 5 5 

Local Authority 0 0 
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Sub-category Ownership Management 

MOD 0 0 

Private 0 0 

Sport Club 4 4 

 
5.12. As shown above, there are no local authority owned sites in Warwick, with 5 sites under education ownership and management and the remaining 3 

operated by rugby clubs.  
 
5.13. Table 49 provides a breakdown of the rugby sites in Warwick.  
 

Table 49: Rugby Site Breakdown of Security of Community Use 

 

Site Name Postcode Sub Area Available 
Security of 

Use 
Ownership 

No. Adult 
Pitches 

No. 
Mini/Midi 
Pitches 

Pitch 
Quality 

Floodlit 
Ancillary 
Facilities 

Kenilworth RFC 
Site 1 

CV8 2AJ SA1 Yes Secure Sports Club 1 0 M1/D1 1 Poor 

Kenilworth RFC 
Site 2 

CV8 2AJ SA1 Yes Secure Sports Club 36 0 M1/D1 1 Poor 

Kenilworth School CV8 2DA SA1 Yes Secure Education 1 0 M1/D1 0 N/A ï No access 

University Of 
Warwick (Cryfield 
Sports Pavilion) 

CV4 7AL SA1 Yes Unsecure Education 4 0 M1/D1 0 Good 

Trinity Guild CV8 3EE SA1 Yes Secure Sports Club 2 0 M2/D2 2 Good 

 
6 There is 1 additional pitch located on site, however this is not currently in active use as it is not solely used for archery 
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Site Name Postcode Sub Area Available 
Security of 

Use 
Ownership 

No. Adult 
Pitches 

No. 
Mini/Midi 
Pitches 

Pitch 
Quality 

Floodlit 
Ancillary 
Facilities 

Warwick School 
Sports Centre 

CV34 6PP SA2 Yes Secure Education 3 0 M2/D2 1 Good 

Myton School CV34 6PJ SA3 No Unavailable Education 1 0 M1/D1 0 N/A ï No access 

Leamington Rugby 
Club 

CV32 6RG SA4 Yes Secure Sports Club 3 1 D0/M1 2 Good 

North Leamington 
School 

CV32 6RD SA4 Yes Secure Education 1 0 M1/D1 0 N/A ï No access 

Old 
Leamingtonians 
RFC 

CV32 6QP SA4 Yes Secure Sports Club 5 0 M1/D1 1 Standard 

 
5.14. As per consultation with the RFU, only posted pitches will be taken into consideration for the PPOSS assessment. It is agreed that the inclusion of 

junior/mini, unposted pitches the grass pitch analysis contributes to an inaccurate picture because of the flexibility and clubsô ability to change or remove 
pitches easily. Therefore, for the purpose this assessment, it is presumed that all junior and mini rugby demand is met on adult grass pitches 

 
5.15. The quality of community rugby union pitches in Warwick is generally standard. 77% of pitches are  D1/M1, meaning that only minor improvements need 

to be considered to the maintenance and drainage of grass pitches.  
 

5.16. The education sites without community use have been classed as Standard, although the non-technical site assessments were undertaken and all 
pitches appeared to be of sufficient quality, without fully understanding the drainage and maintenance schedules, pitches have been assumed to be 
M1/D1 (Standard) quality.  

 
5.17. There are a lot of grass rugby union pitches on education sites with no community use. Although rugby union community demand is currently being 

provided for on other sites, utilising these pitches in the medium-term may be a good option to develop rugby union clubs within Warwick. However, this 
needs to be driven by the relevant parties in order for schools to open their doors to the community.  
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5.18. Although Cryfield Sports Pavilion sits just inside the Warwick District Council study area, it does not meet any demand from clubs in Warwick, and is 
included in the Coventry City PPS as it caters for university and Coventry Club demand only. For this reason it will not be considered further in this 
assessment document.  

 
5.19. Map 5 shows the geographic location of the rugby union pitches across the Study Area.  
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Map 8: Rugby Pitch Audit in Warwick 
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Current Demand 
 
5.20. Through the demand consultations with clubs, 4 clubs have been identified in Warwick. Utilising this club consultation and affiliation data provided by the 

RFU, Table 50 provides the team profiles of all community clubs playing in Warwick.  
 

Table 50: Rugby Union Club Profiles for Responding Clubs 7 

 

Club Sub Area Adult teams (male) Adult teams (women) Junior Boys/Mixedô teams Junior Girlsô teams 
Mini / Midi 
teams 

Total 

Kenilworth RFC SA1 4 2 6 0 5 17 

Trinity Guild RFC SA1 2 0 3 1 2 8 

Leamington RFC SA4 3 0 4 0 5 12 

Old Leamingtonians RFC SA4 5 1 4 0 6 16 

Total ï Warwick 14 3 17 1 18 53 

 
5.21. All of the rugby union clubs in Warwick were given the opportunity to be consulted as part of the PPOSS process, however Trinity Guild RFC did not 

respond to the request. A summary of consultation is included in Table 51.  
 
Table 51: Rugby Club Consultation Summary 

 

Club Site Name Consultation Summary 

Leamington 
RFC 

¶ Leamington Rugby Club Leamington RFC own and manage their home ground. The club committee and volunteers maintain the site. There are 3 good 
adult pitches and one good quality midi pitch on site. The drainage and maintenance were described as D0 and M1. The club has 
4 mini/midi teams, 4 youth teams, 1 colts team, 2 senior teams and 1 veteran team. The club currently does not have a female only 
team with aspirations to add one together with one youth boys and a mini/midi mixed team.   
 
The clubôs ancillary facility includes changing rooms, official rooms, showers, toilets, a kitchen, bar and a gym. The club has plans 
of developing a 3G / 4G and or a multi-use pitch on available land which would need to be purchased. This has been discussed 
with various local councillors over the past few months. The club is keen to present a plan along with possible grants the club could 
apply for in conjunction with further help from the district. This would support Rugby League Touch during the winter months who 
use the club in the summer. The facility is also for rugby league, rugby league touch, football & professional frisbee. 
 

 
7 Source: PPOSS Club Consultations 
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Club Site Name Consultation Summary 

Kenilworth RFC ¶ Kenilworth RFC A large club with a total of 17 teams, based at Kenilworth RFC as well as nearby/adjacent Cowpatch pitches. The main pitch site 
is owned by the club, whereby the alternative site is leased form Stoneleigh Estates on a 10+ year agreement. All maintenance of 
the pitches is outsourced to Lakeside Grounds Maintenance.  
 
There has been a small level of growth over the past 3 years, which has seen the addition of 1 senior female team and 1 youth 
girls team (not affiliated to the RFU at the time of this PPOSS). The club have plans to grow the female section by 2 new youth 
girls teams over the next 3 seasons.  
 
There is ancillary provision at both sites, including changing provision, officials rooms, showers, toilets and kitchen/bar,, however 
the club identify both facilities as poor quality. Pitch facilities include floodlights, storage and perimeter barriers. The club have 
identified no facility development plans.  
 
The grass pitches are also utilised for football training and match play, as well as archery.  
 

Old 
Leamingtonians 

¶ Old Leamingtonians RFC The club has a total of 16 teams, according to RFU affiliation data (2023). The club own and manage the site, but the maintenance 
is split between a team of volunteers and a 3rd party contractor.  
 
Old Leamingtonians have realistic plans to grow by 1 senior male team over the next 3 seasons and have aspirations to develop 
other forms of the game such as tag rugby.  
 
Although the ancillary facilities have been recently updated, the club still state they have standard quality ancillary provision, 
comprising of changing rooms, officialsô room, toilets, showers, bar and small gym. Pitch facilities include floodlighting, equipment 
storage, disability access, perimeter barriers and dug outs. However, the club have aspirations to increase the number of floodlit 
areas to help meet training demand, improve the current training provision and further develop the existing gymnasium. 
 
The club also offer a number of other non-competitive rugby activities such as touch rugby, walking rugby and mixed ability, and 
the site is utilised by other community groups offering yoga, exercise sessions, dog training and paragliding.  
 
 

Supply and Demand Balance 
 

5.22. This section of the report brings together the supply of rugby union pitches across the study area and combines it with community use demand data. A 
supply and demand analysis is then undertaken for all sites that provide community use rugby union provision, which is subsequently brought together 
to provide a view of the current and future position for rugby union across the study area. 
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Peak Time Capacity 
 

5.23. To assess the availability of rugby union facilities at peak times, it has been assumed that the period of highest demand for rugby matches is on a 
Saturday afternoon for adult men; Sunday morning for mini and junior rugby union; and Sunday afternoon for adult women. Therefore, each senior pitch 
can potentially cater for 3 peak time sessions per week.  
 

5.24. As highlighted earlier, this assessment will only consider posted senior pitches, so the following analysis will assume demand from all teams is met on 
senior pitches. Match Equivalent Sessions are calculated as 0.5 per week for senior and youth teams. However, where mini demand is met by senior 
pitches, each team is assigned 0.25 MES per week. This is due to the fact they will use half a full-sized senior pitch every other week. 
 

5.25. E.g. Kenilworth RFC ï There are 5 senior rugby union pitches and therefore there are 15 peak time, peak time pitch sessions available each week 
(Saturday morning, Sunday morning and Sunday afternoon). Kenilworth RFC have a demand of 2 senior male MES per week. As there are 5 peak time 
Saturday slots available, there is a spare peak time capacity for Saturday of 3 MES.  

 
5.26. However, one of the senior pitches at Kenilworth RFC is no longer utilised for rugby activity and is now dedicated to meeting archery demand. Therefore, 

it will be removed from the capacity analysis below.  

 
5.27. Please note that all demand is measured in match equivalent sessions. Table 52 below shows the peak time capacity for sites that cater for club rugby 

in Warwick, therefore other sites have not been included, despite having rugby union pitches.  
 

Table 52: Peak Time Capacity at Rugby Club Sites 

 

Site Name 

Peak Time Supply Peak Time Demand Peak Time Capacity 

Senior Pitch 
Senior 
Male  

Senior 
Female 

Colts/Youth Mini 
Saturday (1 

session) 
Sunday 
Morning 

Sunday 
Afternoon 

Kenilworth RFC 4 2 1 3 1.25 0 -0.25 3 

Trinity Guild RFC 2 1 0 2 0.5 1 -0.5 2 

Leamington RFC 3 1.5 0 2 1.25 1.5 -0.25 3 

Old Leamingtonians RFC 5 2.5 0.5 2 3 2.5 0 4.5 

 
5.28. This table demonstrates that there is currently spare peak time capacity on Saturdays at Trinity Guild RFC, Leamington RFC and Old Leamingtonians 

RFC. There is also spare capacity for senior females on Sunday afternoons all four clubs.  
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5.29. However, there is no spare capacity at Old Leamingtonians for junior rugby on a Sunday morning, a deficit of -0.25 MES for junior rugby at peak times 
at both Leamington RFC and Kenilworth RFC, and a shortfall of -0.5 MES at Trinity Guild RFC.  

 
5.30. It must also be noted that 2 pitches at Kenilworth RFC are overmarked with football pitches. Although there is only demand from rugby for 2 pitches on 

Saturdays, a further 2 pitches are utilised by football, reducing the peak time capacity to 0 MES.  

 
5.31. Table 52 highlights the potential capacity during peak times at weekends. However, if pitches are overplayed throughout the week, there can be no spare 

capacity regardless of peak time demand. Table 53 explores the weekly capacity for each site in Warwick.  
 
5.32. Table 53 details how training and match demand is spread across pitches in Warwick. Training demand is assumed to occur midweek and can only be 

placed on floodlit grass pitches or AGPs. As the clubs did not indicate training demand on the consultation survey, Table 53 will allocate 1 hour per week 
for training demand for each senior team, and 1 hour per week for each junior age group.  
 

5.33. If training pitches become overplayed due to training demand, these are then removed from match pitch supply.  
 

5.34. As highlighted above, one senior pitch at Kenilworth RFC currently does not meet any rugby demand and is utilised solely for archery. It has therefore 
been removed from the capacity analysis in Table 53.  
 

5.35. For clarity the table only includes sites that are available for community rugby union. The impact of securing community use agreements at currently 
unavailable sites should be explored at Stage D.  
 
Table 53: Supply and Demand Capacity Balance by Site (All Figures in MES) 

 

Site Sub Area 
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Kenilworth RFC SA1 2 4 8 -4 4 7.25 -3.25 -7.25 

Trinity Guild RFC SA1 2 6.5 5.5 1 1 3.5 -2.5 -1.5 
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Site Sub Area 
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Leamington RFC SA4 2 3 5 -2 1.5 4.75 -3.25 -5.25 

Old Leamingtonians RFC SA4 1 2 8 -6 8 6.5 1.5 -4.5 

 -11 14.5 22 -7.5 -18.5 

 
5.36. Table 53 demonstrates that there is currently a significant deficit of -11 MES for training provision in the study area. There is also a deficit of -7.5 MES 

for match day provision, however Old Leamingtonians does have 1.5 MES of spare capacity for competition. 
 

5.37. When considering the total pitch balance of grass pitches in Warwick, there is a deficit of -18.5 MES. -7.25 MES of this is located at Kenilworth RFC, 
however this could be reduced if the currently disused senior pitch was brought back into use to meet rugby demand. There is a shortfall of -4.5 MES at 
Old Leamingtonians, whilst Leamington RFC have a total deficits of -5.25 MES. Trinity Guild have an overall shortfall of -1.5 MES, however this is a 
result of both pitches being utilised for training demand.  
 

Future Demand 
 

5.38. Future Demand driven by Population growth will lead to additional teams within Warwick.  
 

5.39. In order to calculate the future demand for rugby in Warwick, a Team Generation Rate (TGR) has been calculated using the current number of teams 
and the current population. This measure allows us to calculate what size of population (for various age groups) will typically cause enough demand for 
a rugby team.  

 
5.40. This Team Generation Rate can now be applied to the population projections for the Study Area to confirm how population growth or reduction will affect 

the demand for teams in each of the key age groups.  
 
5.41. Table 54 shows the TGR calculations for Warwick split by sub area. As there is only current demand for rugby union in SA1 and SA4, it is only possible 

calculate future demand for these sub areas.  
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Table 54: Future Demand Projections for Rugby Teams in Warwick Based on TGR Data 

 

SA1 

Age Group 
No. of 
teams 

Current 
Population in 

age group 

Future 
Population  

Current TGR 
Population 

Change 

Potential 
Change in Team 

no. (Rounded 
up or down) 

Total teams by 
2050 

Rugby Union Senior Men (19-45yrs) 6 5601 6452 800 851 1 7 

Rugby Union Senior Women (19-45yrs) 2 5346 5924 2673 578 0 2 

Rugby Union Youth Boys (13-18yrs) 9 1014 1027 113 13 0 9 

Rugby Union Youth Girls (12-18yrs) 1 1161 1432 1161 271 0 1 

Rugby Union Mini/Midi Mixed (7-11yrs) 7 1569 1766 224 197 1 8 

 

SA4 

Age Group 
No. of 
teams 

Current 
Population in 

age group 

Future 
Population  

Current TGR 
Population 

Change 

Potential 
Change in Team 

no. (Rounded 
up or down) 

Total teams by 
2050 

Rugby Union Senior Men (19-45yrs) 8 7430 8558 929 1128 1 9 

Rugby Union Senior Women (19-45yrs) 1 7091 7859 7091 768 0 1 

Rugby Union Youth Boys (13-18yrs) 8 1345 1362 168 17 0 8 

Rugby Union Youth Girls (12-18yrs) 0 1540 1637 0 97 0 0 

Rugby Union Mini/Midi Mixed (7-11yrs) 11 2082 2343 189 261 1 12 

Total Warwick 57 

 
5.42. Table 54 illustrates that the projected demand for rugby teams across the Warwick is likely to increase by a total of 4 teams by the end of the Local Plan 

period. 2 of these teams will be located in SA1, whilst 2 will be in SA4. The 4 teams will likely be made up of 2 senior and 2 mixed mini rugby teams. 
This will result in a total number of 57 teams in the study area by 2050, as a result of population growth.  
 

5.43. The RFU has recently changed their age bands for girlsô rugby union. Mixed rugby was previously up to under 12s, however, as shown on the link, 
individual girlsô rugby now starts at under 12s e.g. year 7 of secondary school. https://www.englandrugby.com/dxdam/da/da5079b1-7d2a-45ac-890c-
d797e11e17c3/ER_Girls%20Age%20Bands.pdf. Moving forward, this may increase the demand for girlsô rugby union specifically.   

https://www.englandrugby.com/dxdam/da/da5079b1-7d2a-45ac-890c-d797e11e17c3/ER_Girls%20Age%20Bands.pdf
https://www.englandrugby.com/dxdam/da/da5079b1-7d2a-45ac-890c-d797e11e17c3/ER_Girls%20Age%20Bands.pdf
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5.44. While the TGR calculation does not project a growth in female senior or youth age groups, it should be noted that one of the RFUôs key strategic objectives 
is to increase female participation, with potential investment leading to a growth in demand. Therefore, this should be monitored over the Local Plan 
period and pitch/facility adaptions may need to be made in the future.  

 
5.45. It is important to note that this calculation assumes that clubs, the council and the RFU do not improve their marketing or participation schemes over the 

period and are therefore no more successful than they are now in attracting new players to participate in rugby in in the study area. It is expected that 
there will be improved channels of digital communication and improved maintenance technology, as well as higher quality ancillary provision. The output 
of this will be a higher quality and improved ability to generate demand and convert it into participation. 

 

Future Demand driven by Latent demand. 
 
5.46. While a large amount of future demand will be driven by population growth, it is possible that clubs are successful in converting latent demand into actual 

demand, therefore increasing the number of people playing rugby union. However, as with other sports, latent demand predictions are often not accurate 
as they are generated through club consultation, meaning they may not actually be realised in the long term.  
 

5.47. In consultation identified the potential growth of an additional 1 senior female team, 1 youth boys team and 1 mini team. Although, this Stage C 
assessment will consider future demand generated through population growth only, and the impact of latent demand predictions will be explored as part 
of the Stage D analysis.  
 

Current and Future Position 
 

5.48. Utilising the data from the previous section, Table 55 shows the current and future position for grass rugby pitches across the study area. 
 
5.49. The points below provide further explanation on the terms used within the tables: 

 

¶ Current balance: The supply and demand position for rugby union pitches, when taking into consideration the extent of spare capacity and then 
deducting the amount of overplay. 

¶ Projected balance: The projected supply and demand analysis for 2050, using the current position and taking into consideration the additional 
demand from future population growth. 

 
5.50. As highlighted by Table 54, there is predicted to be an additional 2 teams in each sub area due to population growth. For both sub areas, one additional 

team will be senior and one will be mini. Therefore, both SA1 and SA4 will have an additional 0.75 MES per week of match play demand, and it is 
presumed that each adult and junior team will train for 1 MES per week.  

 
5.51. Table 55 shows the current and future position for all grass rugby provision in the study area. 
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Table 55: Current and Future Position for All Community Available Rugby Grass Provision 

 

Area 
Current Balance Projected Balance 

Training Match Training Match 

SA1 -3 -5.75 -5 -6.5 

SA4 -8 -1.75 -10 -2.5 

Warwick Study Area -11 -7.5 -15 -9 

 
5.52. Table 55 highlights that the current Warwick-wide training deficit of -11 MES is likely to increase to -15 by 2050. The match play deficit will also worsen, 

increasing from -7.5 MES to -9 MES by the end of the local plan period.  
 

5.53. There are 5 other sites in the study area that currently do not meet any community rugby union demand. However, Warwick School pitches cater for a 
significant amount of school rugby, both during the week and on Saturdays. Therefore, there is unlikely to be any spare capacity on site for community 
use. Therefore, this suggests the potential additional capacity on these sites is 14 MES per week. As they are all located on school/college/university 
sites, securing community use agreements, could eradicate much of the current and future deficits for rugby union. This will be explored further as part 
of the Stage D analysis.  

 
5.54. Other methods of reducing the shortfall, such as pitch quality improvements, floodlighting additional pitches and WR22 3G development will also be 

explored as part of the Stage D analysis.  
 

Rugby Union Summary 
 

5.55. This section summarises the findings from the rugby analysis, which will form the basis of the recommendation and action plan section Warwick. 
 

5.56. Table 56 includes the response to 5 key questions which are identified in the Sport England PPOSS Guidance Checklists..  
 
Table 56: Key PPOSS Findings for Rugby Union in Warwick 

 

Key Question Analysis 

What are the main characteristics of 
the current supply and demand for 
provision? 

There are currently 8 rugby union sites in Warwick, with a total of 24 pitches. Three sites are available for the community:  Kenilworth RFC, 
Trinity Guild RFC,  Leamington RFC and Old Leamingtonians RFC, with a total of 15 pitches. There are 4 clubs in the study area, comprised 
of 53 teams: 15 senior male, 3 senior female, 17 junior boys, 1 junior girls and 18 mini teams. 
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Key Question Analysis 

Alongside traditional rugby union activity, clubs offer supplementary and introductory rugby activities such as walking and tag rugby. This 
is particularly prominent at Old Leamingtonians RFC and Trinity Guild RFC 
 

Is there enough accessible and 
secured community use provision to 
meet current demand? 
 

There are current deficits of both training and match play opportunities in both SA1 and SA4. There is a study-area wide shortfall of -11 
MES for training and -7.5 MES for match play.  
 

Is the provision that is accessible of 
sufficient quality and appropriately 
maintained? 
 

Pitches at Kenilworth RFC, Leamington RFC and Old Leamingtonians are of standard quality, however pitch quality improvements could 
significantly increase their capacity and reduce the shortfall of provision in Warwick. Trinity Guild RFC pitches are newly developed and 
therefore of very high quality.  
 
Ancillary facilities at Leamington RFC and Trinity Guild are of good quality and Old Leamingtonians are classed as standard, despite being 
recently refurbished. However, provision at Kenilworth is poor and requires refurbishment.  
 

What are the main characteristics of 
the future supply and demand for 
provision? 

Based on population growth, it is estimated that will be a total of 4 new teams in Warwick by 2050 ï 2 senior and 2 junior  
 
There are proposals for the relocation of Kenilworth RFC to a new rugby complex consisting of 5 senior pitches (2 floodlit), 3G pitch and 
large state of the art, ancillary facilities.  
 
There is a deficit of 3G AGP provision in the study area for football, highlighting the need for development. If future AGP development was 
to be rugby union compliant, it could help to reduce some of the training deficit currently experienced in Warwick. A suggested in 
consultation, Leamington RFC have the desire to develop 3G provision on site, that could help to reduce training deficits for both rugby and 
football. This potential for and the impact of AGP development on rugby union will be further explored at Stage D of the PPOSS.  
 

Is there enough accessible and 
secured community use provision to 
meet future demand? 
 

Due to the expected future demand for rugby union provision, the deficit of training availability is expected to increase to -15 MES by 2050. 
This increase is all a result of population growth only. The match play shortfall is also expected to increase from -7.5 to -9 by 2050.   
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6 Rugby League Analysis 
 

Introduction and Strategic Context 
 

4.1. The Rugby Football League (RFL) is the national governing body responsible for grassroots and elite rugby league in England, with the season operating 
from March to October.  
 

RFL Strategic Report 2022 to 2030 
 

4.2. The key theme of the RFLôs Strategic Report 2022 to 2030 is ñthe grassroots underpin everything, including Rugby Leagueôs unique ability to deliver 
positive social impact in our communitiesò. This statement is broken down into three different areas of focus:  
 

¶ Ensure growth of core community projects 

¶ Sustain ï Focus on making the community game more sustainable by greater engagement with the wider community, building stronger 
communities, and supporting new sources of funding and income.  

¶ Grow ï Create a growth strategy that will involve a targeted approach identifying established RL playing areas where the level of activity can be 
increased or where geographically it is most appropriate to focus on in terms of new activity 

¶ Develop ï Deliver enhancing communications, education and delivery programmes for players, coaches, match officials and volunteers. The RFL 
will help support increasing playing capacity, security or tenure and facilities, underpinned by a new RFL Facilities Strategy.  

¶ Flexible ï Develop flexible, social ways to play the game ï including non-contact ï and provide customer choice, important retention and transition 
offers, and support equality.  

¶ Govern ï Exhibit stronger governance and influence competition offers at the grassroots of the game. 

¶ Deliver positive social impact 

¶ Continue to be a leader in the provision of mental fitness/wellbeing services, health and inclusion, and education. 

¶ Launch enhanced programmes for education and training, óOur League Lifeô, which will offer education, training and social mobility, supported by 
hubs linked to leading foundations and community clubs delivering these programmes across communities.  

¶ Deliver positive social impact including through Rugby League Cares.  

¶ Enhance offer in education 

¶ Widen playing offers and educational resources to offer all variations of the sport, including in schools, colleges and universities.  

¶ Provide a resource to engage and develop young people who may not want to play but may wish to learn to be the next generation of young 
coaches and match officials and administrators.  

¶ Ensure a broad and flexible pathway that can contribute to the growth and development of RL across the country. 
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4.3. The key aims of the Strategic Report 2020 to 2030 that related to this playing pitch strategy are highlighted below:  
 

¶ Numbers of coaches delivered annually on our courses to be at least 700 per year 

¶ Deliver match officials courses to 450 people per year and ensure efficient succession ócoachingô and planning for full time MOôs 

¶ 150,000 annual Rugby League participants 

¶ 1,500 learners a year through the Our League life national hub and 50 Our League life local hubs 

¶ A further £15 million community facilities investment 

¶ 10,000 additional volunteer hours per week delivered by new volunteers 
 

Community Rugby League ï Strategy and Vision 2022 to 2030 
 

4.4. The 2020 RFL community strategy has the following core community goals related to the PPS: 
 

¶ Deliver culture change to behaviours 

¶ Grow the number of participants and increase retention every year across all forms of the game 

¶ Ensure all players have access to appropriate playing opportunities through improved player engagement and development 

¶ Continue the accelerated growth in the number of woman and girls playing rugby league 

¶ Deliver a more sustainable community game, less reliant on public funding and generating additional funds to invest in growth 

¶ Provide strong governance and first-class administration 

¶ Targeted support for areas and participants that need it the most 
 

4.5. The measurables related to these community goals are:  
 

¶ Increase the number of players within community club settings to 60,000, contributing to total number of active participants of 150,000 by 2030 

¶ Increase the number of woman and girlsô participants in core community club setting to 9,000 by 2025 

¶ 75% of community clubs to be accredited with Club Development Plans by 2025 

¶ Increase the percentage of participants from high IMD areas to 50% be 2030 
 

Rugby League World Cup 2021 
 

4.6. The Rugby League World Cup 2021 (being played in 2022) is being hosted at a number of venues across England. The Warwick Community Stadium 
has been allocated eight of the matches in the womenôs tournament, six of the round matches plus two semi-finals (four days of double-headers 
including womenôs semi-finals). In addition, Elland Road Stadium and Headingly Stadium in nearby City, Leeds will also host several games in both the 
menôs and womenôs tournaments.  
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4.7. The initial programme has set out 3 pillars which provide targets of the tournamentôs legacy plan:  
 

¶ Empowered By: Focusing on engaging with volunteers which are a crucial part of the sportôs grassroots 

¶ Created By: Using government funding to invest in grassroots facilities 

¶ Inspired By: Opening the sport up to sectors of society that have not traditionally participated in the sport. 

 

Supply (Grass) 
 

Quantity Overview 
 

4.8. There is only one pitch used for rugby league in Warwick and it is detailed in Table 57. Leamington Royals RLFC share Leamington RFCôs site and are 
now affiliated to the rugby union clubôs franchise. Although both clubs use the same pitches, there is minimal overlap in the competitive seasons, 
meaning there is little impact on pitch capacity. 
 
Table 57: Breakdown of Sites and Pitches 

 

Site Name Sub Area Community Use on Site Security of Use Ownership 
Number of 
Pitches 

Pitch Sze Floodlighting 

Leamington RFC  SA4 Available Secured Sports Club 3 Senior 2 pitches 

 
4.9. Map 6 shows the geographic location of rugby league pitches across the Study Area and presents the dispersion pitches across Warwick.  
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Map 9: Rugby League Pitch Audit in Warwick 
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Quality Assessment  
 

4.10. Strategic Leisure have undertaken a non-technical site assessment of Leamington RFL using RFL and RFU guidelines, to provide a quality score. This 
score is combined with guidance on the number of Match Equivalent Sessions (MES) a pitch can support to give an overall carrying capacity. How 
pitch quality affects the carrying capacity is outlined in Table 58.  
 
Table 58: RFL guidance on how quality affects playing capacity 

 

Agreed Pitch Quality Rating Match Equivalents per Week 

Good 3 

Standard 2 

Poor 1 

 
4.11. Table 59 shows the overview of non-technical assessments of the pitches at Leamington RFU. This allows us to understand the capacity of each pitch 

from a community use perspective, using the capacity calculations in Table 58.  
 
Table 59: Community Sites and Individual Pitch Capacity 

 

Site Agreed Pitch Rating Capacity (MES) 

Leamington RFC Good  3 

Leamington RFC Poor x 2 2 

 
4.12. Of the three pitches at Leamington RFC, the first team pitch is superior, being rated as good quality. The other two pitches were identified as being 

poor quality by the club. This provides a whole site capacity of 5 MES per week.  
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Demand 
 

Current Demand 
 

4.13. The team breakdown of Leamington Royals is summarised in Table 60. The club has 3 adult, 2 junior and 5 mini teams, with approximately 150 
members, 70 of which are juniors. 2 senior menôs teams play at Level 5 in the rugby league pyramid, and the female senior team plays at level 2.  
 
Table 60: Team Profile of Clubs in Warwick 

 

Club Sub Area Home Ground Training Venue Adult Junior Mini Total 

Leamington Royals SA4 Leamington RFC Leamington RFC 3 2 5 10 

 

Supply and Demand Balance 
 
4.14. Table 61 analyses the capacity of the Leamington RFC site against the demand for pitches generated by Leamington Royals. Each team is attributed 

0.5 MES per week of match play demand to take into account home and away fixtures. However, mini teams have less impact on grass pitches and 
have therefore been attributed 0.25 MES per week. With regards to training, the club identified that there are 2 sessions per week across all teams.  
 
Table 61: Supply and Demand Balance ï Rugby League 

 

Site Name Carrying Capacity (MES) 
Current Demand (MES) 

Training Match Supply and Demand Balance 

Leamington RFC  5 2 3.75 -0.75 

 
4.15. The balance in Table 61 suggests that there is a deficit of -0.75 MES per week for rugby league use on the grass pitches. This is a result of the poor 

pitch quality on 2 of the senior pitches on site. .  
 
4.16. Through club consultation it is apparent that Leamington RFC would like to redevelop their pitches and site to include a WR22 compliant 3G. Although 

this would improve winter training capacity for the rugby union club and increase the carrying capacity of the site for all users, the impact of any 
development and subsequent loss of grass pitches needs to be explored through scenario testing at Stage D of the PPOSS.  
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Future Demand  
 

4.17. In order to calculate the future demand for rugby league in Warwick, a Team Generation Rate (TGR) should be calculated using the current number of 
teams and current population. This measure allows us to calculate the size of population required (for various age groups) to generate enough demand 
for a rugby league team. This TGR could then be applied to population projections for the Study Area to confirm how population growth or reduction 
will affect the demand for teams in each of the key age groups.  
 

4.18. However, because of the low number of teams in the study area, this method is unlikely to predict any team growth. Through consultation with the club, 
it was established that they do not predict any team growth, but rather are focussing on growing numbers in the junior section to make the existing 
teams sustainable for the foreseeable future.  

 
4.19. The club predict that they will reach 80 juniors this season and expect similar growth year-on-year. Leamington RFC, the partner rugby union club, 

have a strong junior section and there is good collaboration between the clubs that is driving participation in rugby league.  

 
4.20. However, according to Leamington Royals, the sustainability of the sport is getting harder, as the rugby union season is lasting longer, meaning that 

many players cannot play both codes and leaving the Royals without players at the start of the season. Coaching availability and skill level is also a 
challenge which is impacting on the ability to deliver high quality sessions that engage young people.  

 

Rugby League Summary 
 

4.21. This section summarises the findings from the rugby league analysis, which will form basis of the recommendation and action plan section for Warwick.  
 

4.22. Table 62 includes the response to key questions, which are asked for all PPS studies across the UK, in order to provide a standardised illustration of 
supply and demand for sports provision.  
 
Table 62: Key PPS Findings for Rugby League in Warwick 

 

Key Question Analysis 

What are the main characteristics of 
the current supply and demand for 
provision? 
 

Leamington Royals are the only club in the study area, and they utilise a partner rugby union club site to meet all their training and match 
play demand. The club currently have 10 teams; 3 adult, 2 junior and 5 mini.  
 

Is there enough accessible and 
secured community use provision to 
meet current demand? 
 

There is currently a deficit of -0.75 MES per week for grass pitches on site. However, the site is sports club owned with security of tenure 
and there are good relationships with the host club.  
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Key Question Analysis 

Is the provision that is accessible of 
sufficient quality and appropriately 
maintained? 
 

The site has 3 senior pitches. The first team pitch is good quality well maintained. Although the other two still undergo a regular 
maintenance schedule, because they are on a slope drainage is sometimes an issue.  
 

What are the main characteristics of 
the future supply and demand for 
provision? 
 

The club do not expect to grow the number of teams, however they are confident of making the club more sustainable by growing their 
playing membership.  
 
  

Is there enough accessible and 
secured community use provision to 
meet future demand? 
 

As there are no planned pitch improvements and or additional facility delivery, it is likely that the small deficit of 0.75 MES will remain.  
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7 Cricket Analysis 
 

Introduction and Strategic Context  
 
7.1. To understand the overall objectives and priorities of the England and Wales Cricket Board (ECB), an analysis of key recent strategies and documentation 

has been undertaken and summarised below. 
 

Inspiring Generations (2019 - 2024) 
 
7.2. The ECB published its new strategic plan in 2019, with the ambition being to inspire a generation to say that ócricket is a game for meô. 
 
7.3. The ECB wants to encourage more young people to form a lifelong relationship with cricket from an early age, to be passionate about the game throughout 

their lives, and to pass this passion on for generations to come. 
 
7.4. The ECB will deliver in cricketôs purpose and ambition through six priorities: 
 

1. Grow and nurture the core: Ensure that there is a thriving county network at the heart of the domestic game. 
2. Inspire through elite teams: Create and celebrate the heroes at the pinnacle of the elite game. 
3. Make cricket accessible: Give more people the opportunity to engage with cricket more often 
4. Engage children and young people: Inspire a new generation of players and fans to develop a love for cricket. 
5. Transform womenôs and girlsô cricket: Drive cricketôs progress to becoming a truly gender-neutral sport. 
6. Support our communities: Use the purpose to connect communities and improve lives more broadly across society. 

 
7.5. It is key that this PPOSS recognises the opportunity made available by Inspiring Generations and provides a framework that allows stakeholders to work 

together and deliver against the priorities identified above. It is also vital that any facility development for cricket takes the objectives of the strategy into 
consideration, namely the growth of entry level cricket, women and girlsô cricket, T20 and engagement of previously hard-to-reach demographics groups. 

 

Development Priorities 
 

All Stars Cricket (2017) 
 
7.6. Launched in 2017, All Stars Cricket is an ECB initiative that provides children aged five to eight with an introduction to cricket, focusing on parental 

engagement in supporting the newly trained All Stars Cricket Activators, as well as having a special focus on establishing womenôs softball and cricket 
events. 
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7.7. There are currently 280 All Stars participants based at clubs operating in Warwick and the PPOSS recognises the growth opportunities created by All 
Stars Cricket. It is key for stakeholders to work together and deliver against the key objectives of ómore playô, ógreat teamsô and óinspired fans. 
 

Dynamos Cricket (2020) 
 

7.8. Dynamos Cricket is the second launch by the ECB, adding to the existing All Stars Cricket programme to encourage more boys and girls aged 8 to 11 
years old new to the sport to get involved in the game. There are currently 112 Dynamos participants in the WDC area.  
 

7.9. Dynamos is aimed at complementing junior cricket with a more social offer focused on developing fundamental movement skills within an exciting format 
that mirrors the Hundred. 
 

Women and Girlsô Cricket 
 

7.10. In consultation with the ECB, it has been identified that the development of female cricket is likely to have an impact on supply and demand in the area. 
Womenôs and girlsô cricket is a national priority, with the aspiration to increase the number of women and girlsô teams, increase the number of softball 
leagues and increase the number of hard ball teams. 
 

7.11. Softball cricket is an ECB initiative aimed at women and girls to increase participation in cricket as a sport. The aim of softball cricket sections are 
enjoyment and participation, without pads, a hardball, a heavy bat and limited rules. Sessions follow a festival format with each session running for a 
maximum of two and half hours, shorter than traditional formats. 

 

Supply 
 

7.12. Table 63 below presents a summary of the total number of cricket pitches and wickets in each of the 4 sub-areas, as well as the study area as a whole. 
Warwick has a total of 17 cricket pitches, 184 grass wickets and 6 artificial turf wickets.  
 

7.13. Table 63 illustrates the spread of cricket pitches across the Study Area, with 43.5% of all grass wicket supply being located in SA1 (80 wickets). This is 
followed by SA2 (33.7%) and SA4 (22.8%). There are no grass wickets in SA3. The 6 artificial wickets are spread throughout Warwick, with 2 in SA1, 3 
in SA2 and 1 in SA3.  

 
7.14. The University of Warwick (Cryfield Sports Pavilion) is located on the very boundary of Warwick and Coventry. Although the grass football and 3G 

provision on site is within the study area,  the siteôs two cricket pitches with a total of 16 grass wickets and 2 artificial wickets sit just outside of the study 
area. Therefore, it could be considered as part of Stage D as a potential site to help meet any shortfall of provision in the study area.  
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Table 63: Supply of Cricket Pitches in Warwick 

 

Sub Area Number of pitches Grass Wickets Artificial Wickets 

SA1 7 80 2 

SA2 7 62 3 

SA3 1 0 1 

SA4 4 41 0 

Total 19 183 6 

 
7.15. Map 7 shows the location of cricket sites in Warwick.  
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Map 10: Cricket sites in Warwick 
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Tenure and Management 
 

7.16. Table 64 illustrates that the majority of cricket sites in Warwick are owned by sports clubs (41%), with the second largest proportions being owned by 
education establishments and local authorities (24% each). One (6%) site is owned by a trust, while the remaining site is owned commercially.  
 

7.17. The high level of club ownership and management illustrates an autonomy of cricket clubs in Warwick and suggests a low reliance on the council for 
cricket facility maintenance and management. However, a high percentage of cricket facility in education establishments creates a large proportion of 
the wicket supply that is less likely to be utilised for community accessible cricket. 
 
Table 64: Cricket site ownership and management in Warwick 

 

Type of Ownership Ownership Management Secure Community Use 
Unsecure/Unavailable Community 
Use 

Community Organisation / Trust 1 1 1 0 

Education 4 3 1 3 

Sports Club 7 12 7 0 

Local Authority 4 1 4 0 

Commercial 1 0 1 0 

Total 17 17 14 3 

 

Quality Assessment 
 
7.18. Each site was visited and assessed by Strategic Leisure in summer 2023 using a non-technical assessment framework provided by the ECB. Where this 

was not possible with some school sites, desktop audits and school and club consultations have been used to complete the assessment. The assessment 
considers the quality of playing surface, the quality of changing rooms and the score of the maintenance regime when compared to ECB 
recommendations. In addition to the site visits, the club consultation was used to validate the quality ratings. Each site is rated as GOOD (Ó80%), 
STANDARD (between 50% and 80%) or POOR (<50%). 

 
7.19. The quality of a cricket pitch is essential in determining not only the number of fixtures that can be played throughout a season, but also in ensuring the 

quality of cricket possible. A poor quality wicket is not conducive to fair competition and may favour the batting or bowling team. With the high amount of 
footfall each wicket has each game, a poor quality wicket can also be the cause of unnecessary injury, due to uneven ground causing fall hazards or 
unpredictable bounces. It is therefore important to ensure the high quality of each wicket used for cricket in Warwick.  
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7.20. Table 65 provides a picture of the quality of pitches in each sub area, based on the quality assessment results. 
 

Table 65: Summary of Cricket Pitch Scoring in Warwick by Sub Area 

 

Sub Area 
Pitches 

Good Standard Poor 

SA1 3 3 1 

SA2 3 3 1 

SA3 0  1  0  

SA4 3 1  0  

Total  9  8  2 

 
7.21. Table 65 illustrates that quality of provision in Warwick is of a generally of a good standard, with SA1, SA2 and SA3 all having 3 good quality pitches 

each, making up 47% of the total supply. Standard quality pitches make up 42% of the supply and there are only 2 poor quality wickets in the study area. 
Table 66 provides a site-by-site breakdown of cricket provision in Warwick. 
 
Table 66: Cricket Site Breakdown in Warwick 

 

Playing Pitch Sites Club 
Sub-
area 

Postcode 
Community 
use on site 

Secured 
Community 
use 

Ownership 

S
q

u
a

re
s
 

G
ra

s
s

 

W
ic

k
e

ts
 

A
rt

if
ic

ia
l 

W
ic

k
e

ts
  Wicket 

Quality 

Ancillary 
Facility 
Quality 

Alvis Sports and Social Club 
Alvis Cricket 
Club 

SA1 CV3 6EG Yes Secure Local Authority 1 10 0 Standard Standard 

Kenilworth Cricket Club Kenilworth CC SA1 CV8 1FE Yes Secure Sports Club 1 15 0 Good Good 

Kenilworth School  - SA1 CV8 2DA 
No 
(Available) 

Secure Education 1 0 1 Good Standard 

Kenilworth Wardens Sports 
Club 

Kenilworth 
Wardens CC 

SA1 CV8 2AL Yes Secure Sports Club 2 23 1 Good Good 
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Playing Pitch Sites Club 
Sub-
area 

Postcode 
Community 
use on site 

Secured 
Community 
use 

Ownership 

S
q

u
a

re
s
 

G
ra

s
s

 

W
ic

k
e

ts
 

A
rt

if
ic

ia
l 

W
ic

k
e

ts
  Wicket 

Quality 

Ancillary 
Facility 
Quality 

Leek Wootton Sports Club 
Leek Wooton 
CC 

SA1 CV35 7QJ Yes Secure Sports Club 1 16 0 Standard Good 

Stoneleigh Cricket Ground Stoneleigh CC SA1 CV8 2LF Yes Secure Commercial 1 16 0 Poor Standard 

Aylesford School - SA2 CV34 6XR No Unsecure Academies 1 0 1 Standard Standard 

Melson Memorial Ground / 
Lapworth Cricket Club 

Lapworth CC SA2 B94 6AZ Yes Secure Sports Club 1 12 0 Good Good 

Norton Lindsey Village 
Recreation Ground / Norton 
Lindsey Village Hall 

Norton Lindsey 
& Wolverton 
CC 
 

SA2 CV35 8JL Yes Secure 
Community 
Organisation 

1 10 0 Standard Standard 

Rowington CC Rowington CC SA2 CV35 7BX Yes Secure Local Authority 1 6 0 Standard Good 

Warwick Cricket Club 
Warwick 
Cricket Club 

SA2 CV34 6HX Yes Secure Local Authority 1 12 1 Good Good 

Warwick School Sports 
Centre 

- SA2 CV34 6PP No Unsecure 
Other Independent 
School 

1 10 0 Good Standard 

Warwickshire County 
Council Sports Ground 

WCC Staff SA2 CV34 6PS Yes Secure Local Authority 1 12 1 Poor Standard 

Campion School Academy  SA3 CV31 1QH No Unsecure Academies 1 0 1 Standard Standard 

Hunningham Cricket Club 
Hunningham 
CC 

SA4 CV33 9DY Yes Secure Sports Club 1 12 0 Good Good 

Leamington Cricket Club 
Leamington 
CC 

SA4 CV32 5UG Yes Secure Sports Club 2 23 0 Good Good 

Offchurch Sports Club  SA4 CV33 9AF Yes Secure Sports Club 1 6 0 Standard Standard 
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7.22. 58% (107) of all individual grass wickets in the study area are rated as good quality, 26% (48) are classed as standard quality and 15% (28) rated as 
poor quality. This highlights the high standard of provision across the WDC area.  
 

7.23. When considering artificial wickets, 50% are rated as good, and the other 50% standard. There are no poor quality artificial wickets within the study area.  

 
7.24. Ancillary provision within the study area is also of a generally high standard with 47% of provision being of good quality. However, of the 17 sites 

highlighted in Table 62, 4 are located on education sites and do not cater for community cricket. If these were removed from the equation, the percentage 
of good quality ancillary provision on community sites would rise to 62%. The remaining 38% is standard quality.  

 

Current Demand 
 

Club and Team Profile 
 
7.25. To understand how cricket is played across Warwick and the trends for demand across the game, this section assesses club affiliation data provided by 

Warwickshire Cricket Board.  
 
7.26. 12 clubs have been identified as playing in Warwick, consisting of a total of 85 teams. There are 35 teams in junior age categories and 50 senior level 

teams. 
 

Table 67: Cricket Club Profiles 

 

Club 
Sub-Area (Home Ground 
Location) 

Number of Competitive Teams 
Total 

Senior Men Senior Women Junior Boys Junior Girls 

Alvis Cricket Club SA1 2 0 0 0 2 

Hunningham SA4 2 0 2 0 4 

Kenilworth SA1 4 1 5 2 12 

Kenilworth Wardens SA1 6 0 7 0 13 

Lapworth SA2 4 0 2 0 6 

Leamington SA4 5 1 7 1 14 

Leek Wootton SA1 4 0 2 0 6 

Norton Lindsey & 
Wolverton CC 

SA2 4 0 3 0 7 
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Club 
Sub-Area (Home Ground 
Location) 

Number of Competitive Teams 
Total 

Senior Men Senior Women Junior Boys Junior Girls 

Rowington SA2 3 0 1 0 4 

Stoneleigh SA1 5 0 0 0 5 

Warwick SA2 6 0 3 0 9 

Warwickshire County 
Council Staff 

SA2 3 0 0 0 3 

 48 2 32 3 85 

 
7.27. To illustrate how the demand for cricket is spread geographically, Table 68 indicates how the teams are split by sub-area.  
 

Table 68: Cricket Demand by Sub Area 

 

Club 
Number of Competitive Teams 

Total 
Senior Men Senior Women Junior Boys Junior Girls 

SA1 21 1 14 2 38 

SA2 20 0 9 0 29 

SA3 0 0 0 0 0 

SA4 7 1 9 1 18 

Total 48 2 32 3 85 

 
7.28. Table 68 shows that the majority of cricket is played in the SA1 (45%) sub area, followed by SA2 (34%) and SA4 (21%). There is no cricket activity in 

SA3.  
 

Consultation Overview 
 

7.29. In addition to the structure and guidance provided by the ECB, local cricket in Warwick is governed by Warwickshire County Cricket. As part of their 
facility strategy, detailed consultation was undertaken with clubs. It was agreed that this information would be used for the PPOSS consultation as well. 
Details on the feedback are included in Table 69.  
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Table 69: Cricket Consultation Summary 

 

Club Name Site Name Consultation Summary 

Alvis Cricket 
Club 

¶ Alvis Sports and Social 
Club 

Alvis Cricket Club's home ground is located at Alvis Sports & Social Club, Green Lane, Coventry CV3 6EG. The club's main ground 
includes ten playing grass strips, but the nets facility, installed approximately 20 years ago, is in very poor condition and is not 
currently used. The club aims to run two teams each weekend. However, they face challenges in getting players to commit regularly 
due to competition from other sports, primarily football. 
 
The ground is owned by the club with a tenure of over 20 years. The quality of both the playing surface and ancillary facilities is 
rated as standard . The club considers its current ground provisions sufficient for the next ten years, and the clubhouse is deemed 
adequate for hosting social and community events. 
 
Challenges & Aspiration 
There is not enough provision for disabled-friendly facilities. The club has no current plans to develop their playing or clubhouse 
facilities, mainly due to financial constraints. The club finds it difficult to improve facilities due to the associated costs. 
 

Earlswood CC ¶ Earlswood, Watery Lane 
B94 6EE 

¶ Henley-in-Arden, 
Stratford Road B95 6AP 

¶ Warwick County Council 
Staff, Myton Road CV34 
6QG  

¶ Meriden Sports Park 
CV7 7RU 

Earlswood CC is a clubmark accredited club playing at 4 different venues with Watery Lane as the main ground. There are 9 grass 
wickets at Watery Lane, 12 grass wickets at Stratford Road, 12 grass wickets Myton Road, and 1 Non-Turf Pitch (NTP) at Meriden 
Sports Park. Earslwood CC has permanent nets that were installed around 25 years ago at Watery Lane. The playing surface and 
quality of the ancillary facilities at Watery Lane is rated as standard. The club has a lease agreement with a tenure exceeding 20 
years for the main ground. Playing facilities at Henley-in-Arden are classed as standard and Warwick County Council Staff site are 
rated as good. Meriden Sports Park is not inside the Warwick study area and is located in Coventry.  
 
 
Challenges & Aspiration 
The club is seeking a second ground to expand capacity for their junior, women, and 4th/5th teams. Challenges include finding 
available alternate grounds, securing funding for a new non-turf pitch (NTP), and boundary nets to protect areas outside the 
boundary. The clubs consider their current ground provisions insufficient due to the increasing costs of renting three additional 
grounds, as demand is outstripping supply. 
 
The club has aspiration to increase the size of the clubhouse to accommodate larger events. However, the clubhouse is over 70 
years old, and there are concerns about how much further it can be improved. Additionally, the practice facilities are also l imited; 
they are open at one end, over 25 years old with a concrete base, and may soon become unsafe. There is a need for improvements 
in both their clubhouse and practice facilities. 
 

Hunningham CC ¶ Hunningham Cricket 
Club 

Hunningham Cricket Club owns its ground, with ownership spanning over 20 years. The ground has 8 or 9 playing strips. The playing 
surface quality as well as ancillary facilities is rated 7. The club has permanent nets installed since 2018. 
 
Challenges & Aspiration 
The short-term challenge for the club is post-COVID stability as the pandemic has left lingering effects, particularly with player 
availability and getting younger players into senior cricket.  
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Club Name Site Name Consultation Summary 

On a medium-term the club aims to stabilise and improve, focusing on getting teams back into higher divisions and improving 
facilities for the benefit of all members. The long-term goal is ensuring the club's sustainability. 
 
The club aims to improve player availability, particularly senior players, encourage youth team players to transition into senior cricket, 
enhance facilities, such as square improvements and pavilion heating, survive the disruption caused by HS2 construction and 
become the "club of choice" for local people. 
 
The club submitted a bid to the HS2 fund, which was rejected. They plan to re-submit the bid, aiming to upgrade the pavilion in an 
environmentally friendly way to improve heating and make the facility usable year-round by the local community. Additionally, there 
are plans to improve car parking on-site and make necessary alterations to the changing facility for females and umpires in particular. 
 

Kenilworth CC ¶ Kenilworth Cricket Club 

¶ Harbury CC 

Kenilworth CC are a clubmark accredited club  that owns its main ground at Kenilworth, but also  uses Harbury CC's ground, . There 
are 8 grass pitches at Kenilworth CC rated as good quality.  The ancillary facilities received the same rating of good.  
 
Challenges & Aspiration 
The club has highlighted that hosting junior fixtures has reached its maximum capacity. Therefore, additional facilities are needed 
now due to high participation numbers. The third team ground is far from Kenilworth and cannot host junior matches. The club 
outlined the difficulty in finding volunteers, especially to assist with juniors. The club now has to rely on paid support, which is not 
always reliable. Due to overflow, the club started using the War Memorial Park in Coventry for junior matches but was informed it 
was unavailable from May to July. Attempts to hire a school ground faced challenges as the groundsman was not keen to prepare 
the wicket. Among other challenges, retaining players over the age of 16 years is difficult, especially those going to university.  
 
The clubôs short-term goal is to build new nets enclosed in a cage, angled so they don't lead onto the square or an indoor net. 
The club would ideally like a second ground to accommodate more fixtures. The club also aims to maintain the current level in the 
WCCL setup with committed players who appreciate the clubôs nature, opportunities, and atmosphere. 
Medium and long-term ambition is to foster youth development through a strong youth setup with qualified coaches and produce 
players "in house" for the club's future, avoiding reliance on paid players. There is also a focus on maintaining and improving the 
standards of the ground and playing facilities through volunteer efforts. 
The club is keen to address challenges posed by a neighbouring housing development that is currently under construction, 
maintaining a good working relationship with developers and planning for succession within the club. 
 
Indoor cricket nets during the winter are held at local school facilities, as the club currently lacks its own indoor facilit ies. However, 
the possibility of having such facilities in the future is being explored. There is a desire to obtain an extra sightscreen due to the 
nearby housing development and a new, enlarged garage for storing ground equipment. The club continues to seek grant 
opportunities to ensure financial stability as it is run and administered on a voluntary basis. 
 

Kenilworth 
Wardens CC 
 

¶ Kenilworth Wardens 
Sports Club 

¶ Offchurch Sports Club 
 

Kenilworth Wardens CC leases its main ground and uses Offchurch CC for 5th team league games. The lease has been held for 
over 20 years. The main ground consists of 15 wickets, the third team ground consists of 8 wickets and Offchurch CC consists of 6 
wickets. The playing surface quality and ancillary facilities are both rated 8. The ground comprises refurbished permanent outdoor 
nets and indoor nets installed in 1986. 
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Club Name Site Name Consultation Summary 

Challenges & Aspiration 
The main challenge is the ongoing development of new facilities. The club is aiming to move to a new ground by April 2026, with a 
goal to build a facility that includes 3 cricket grounds, allowing all senior and junior home fixtures to be played at a single dedicated 
home ground. This is also important for the financial sustainability of the club, as it also supports over 20 junior football teams, many 
of which currently cannot play at the main ground. One of the key aspirations of the club is to maintain a positive environment and 
encourage participation and fun.  
 
For junior cricket, the club aims to emphasise learning and enjoyment while also ensuring there is a clear pathway for junior 
cricketers to transition to senior cricket. For senior cricket, the club aims to maintain a high level of cricket for the first and second 
teams with a similar aspiration for the third team. The goal is to provide a social cricket experience for the 4th and 5th teams. 
 
The club is not currently looking to expand indoor facilities but is focused on the new ground development. Ensuring financial stability 
through the new facility development is key, as it would enable all teams to play at the same location, offering better management 
and financial returns. 
 
It must be noted that since providing this consultation response, it has been decided that the proposed development is no longer 
feasible and will not go ahead. The focus instead will be on how to most effectively develop and improve the existing site.  
 

Lapworth CC ¶ Melson Memorial 
Ground / Lapworth 
Cricket Club 

¶ Hampton in Arden 
Sports Ground 
 

The clubôs main ground is Melson Memorial ground, and the club uses Hampton in Arden Sports ground as the second ground. 
There are 10 and 5 grass pitches respectively.  
 
Challenges & Aspiration 
Key challenges include difficulty finding quality players and a lack of volunteers. The club has a facility development plan in place 
for developing a new cricket pitch and building a new pavilion - both at Melson Memorial Ground. The club would like to develop a 
second ground at Melson Memorial Ground as the club feels there is insufficient ground provision. 
 

Leamington CC ¶ Leamington Cricket 
Club 

Leamington CC is located on Arlington Avenue, CV32 5UG. The main ground has two squares with provision for one other square 
at the venue. The club has access to 3-lane permanent nets and roll-on nets. There were 3 additional lanes before 2010. There are 
30 pitches across 3 squares. The club rated its playing quality surface and the ancillary facilities as 8. 
 
Challenges & Aspiration 
The aspiration of the club is to continue to be a sustainable club, improve the clubôs facilities and develop young players whilst 
maintaining a strong senior section. The challenge is to maintain the current standard of cricket. Future facility development plans 
include the development of a club house to make the club economically viable and increase its ability to operate year-round. 
 

Leek Wootton 
CC 

¶ Leek Wootton Sports & 
Social Club 
 

N/A 

Norton Lindsey & 
Wolverton CC 

¶ Norton Lindsey Village 
Recreation Ground 

¶ Snitterfield CC 

The club uses two grounds Norton Lindsey Recreation Ground as the main ground and Snitterfield CC for the third team. The club 
has a rental agreement for the main ground. There are 12 wickets at Norton Lindsey and Wolverton CC and 5 grass wickets and 1 
artificial wicket at Snitterfield CC. The quality of wickets at NL&W CC is highly rated at 9 while the quality of wickets at Snitterfield 
CC is rated 6. The club has access to permanent nets installed in 2017. The quality of ancillary facilities is rated 7.   
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Club Name Site Name Consultation Summary 

 Challenges & Aspiration 
The club could lose the use of Snitterfield CC ground as the arrangement to use the facility on Saturdays is short-term. This could 
lead to the disbandment of the clubôs third team. The club faces challenges to find volunteers to run the club. The club also faces 
financial difficulty to fund capital expenditure. The club aims to provide some extra and better changing areas and toilets/showers 
especially for juniors/females. 
 

Rowington CC ¶ Rowington CC Rowington CC uses one ground located on Rowington Green. The club has an annual license to occupy the ground from a charitable 
trust with a tenure in excess of 20 years. The ground comprises 8 grass wickets. The club has access to both permanent and roll-
on nets. The nets were installed 20 years ago.  
 
Challenges & Aspirations 
The club faces difficulty with young players and aging ground staff. The club aims to survive by promoting and growing a junior 
section. There are no club facilities development plans.  
 

Stoneleigh CC ¶ Stoneleigh Cricket 
Ground 
 

Stoneleigh Cricket Club has a long-term lease agreement to use the ground at Stoneleigh Abbey. The ground comprises 8 good 
quality grass wickets. Currently, there are only roll-on nets available, and no permanent nets. 
 
Challenges & Aspirations 
In the short-term the club faces difficulty raising finance for the new pavilion which links with the clubôs progress in the league. The 
club has highlighted the need for better facilities to allow the club to promote further. Particularly, the club would benefit from a new 
pavilion and new permanent net facilities. The club house needs a significant upgrade. The club recognises the need to access 
grants to fund development plans. The excessive cost of materials has been driving up the cost of redevelopment making it more 
and more difficult for the club. 
 
The aspiration is to develop a womenôs and girlsô team and a second Saturday league side enabling the club to increase its base 
and we wish to run more sides.  
 

Warwick CC ¶ Warwick Cricket Club 

¶ Welford and Mickleton 

The home ground of Warwick CC is located on Hampton Road, Warwick Sports Club. The club had a lease agreement for the 
Welford and Mickleton ground for the 2022 season, specifically for league matches. The Warwick ground comprises 11 wickets. 
The Welford and Mickleton ground comprises 6/7 wickets. The pitches are rated good by the club. The main ground had permanent 
nets installed in 2015. 
 
Challenges & Aspirations 
The club needs to improve its playing strength across all teams, especially after recent promotions, while also welcoming new 
members of different ages and abilities. The lack of ground availability is a significant problem, especially after the local council shut 
down some available areas. The club's growing membership, especially in the junior section, is causing challenges in securing 
enough grounds for matches. As a result, the need for additional pitches is pressing, particularly for teams below the 2nd team. 
Outsourcing junior fixtures is becoming problematic due to the shortage of grounds. This growth puts extra strain on volunteers and 
resources to maintain weekend pitches. 
 
The club aims to monitor the performance of senior teams following their promotions, while ensuring affordable subscriptions to 
retain and grow memberships.  
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Club Name Site Name Consultation Summary 

Additionally, securing grounds locally remains essential for the club's growth. The club plans to investigate installing solar panels to 
reduce electricity costs. The club also aims to improve internal partitioning to allow different groups to use the lounge and bar 
simultaneously. 
 
Future facility developments hinge on securing access to additional playing grounds in the local area to accommodate the increasing 
number of teams and maintain competitive cricket for all age groups. 
 

Warwickshire 
County Council 
Staff CC 

¶ Warwickshire County 
Council Sports Ground 
 

N/A 

 

Displaced Demand 
 

7.30. There is a small amount of displaced demand from both within and from outside of the study area. Lapworth CC 3rd team currently play home fixtures at 
Hampton in Arden CC, but will utilise Grove Lane in Solihull from 2025. Although their home site at Lapworth CC currently has 14 MPS of spare yearly 
capacity, there is no available capacity at peak times.  
 

7.31. Due to lack of available peak time capacity, Kenilworth Wardens 5th team are forced to play home fixtures at Offchurch CC. Kenilworth CC also have to 
utilise alternative provision at Harbury RFU in Stratford-upon-Avon for similar reasons.  

 
7.32. Clubs from outside of the study area also utilise Warwickôs pitches when necessary. Meon Vale CC are based outside of the study area, however, use 

Hunningham CC for friendly fixtures; and Earlswood CC, based in Solihull utilise Warwickshire County Council Staff CC for fixtures.  

 
7.33. It is also worth noting that the University of Warwick cricket facilities are situated just outside of the study area, in Coventry. However, because of the 

closeness of location, it is likely that the pitch caters for many of Warwickôs cricket participants, especially those based in SA1. The site is extensively 
used by the university, however, also meets demand from community clubs such as Coventry based RMCC.  

 
7.34. If some or all of the demand from clubs that is currently exported to other council areas returns to the study area, it may have a major impact on the 

capacity of available grass wickets in Warwick. The impact of this will be explored at Stage D of this PPOSS. 
 

Supply and Demand Balance 
 
7.35. This section presents the supply and demand balance findings for cricket provision (both for current and future analyses) for the study, split by sub-area. 

 
7.36. The pitch balance figures i.e., the relationship between supply and demand, have been calculated using the capacity and pitch quality ratings. 
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7.37. Table 70 provides a supply and demand analysis for all cricket sites across the study area. To provide a greater understanding of how this spare capacity 
or deficit is dispersed around the across Warwick.  

 
7.38. For all supply and demand analysis, the carrying capacity of grass and artificial wickets have been adjusted based on the quality rating of the facilities. 

Following consultation with the ECB, the following carrying capacity assumptions have been agreed: 
 

¶ A good quality grass wicket can accommodate 5 matches per season (MPS) 

¶ Standard quality grass wicket can accommodate 4 MPS 

¶ A poor-quality grass wicket has not been assigned any carrying capacity (0 MPS) as it is assumed that the wicket is not safe for formal or informal 
cricket use 

¶ Good and standard quality non-turf pitches (NTPôs) can accommodate 60 MPS, however a poor quality NTP is not assigned any carrying capacity 
(0 MPS). In the analysis below, grass wickets are considered alone firstly. If applicable, a total balance includes NTPs included after.  

 

Spare Capacity and Overplay  
 
7.39. Overplay occurs when a cricket square is played on a greater amount than is recommended by the pitchôs carrying capacity. If a square has 8 individual 

good quality wickets, then this provides an overall carrying capacity of 40 matches per season for that square. If, however, demand consultation indicates 
that there are 50 matches being played on that square over the course of a season, then that square (pitch) can be said to be overplayed.  
 

7.40. As Warwickshire Cricket Facility Strategy consultation did not gather information about number of games per season for each team, it is assumed that 
each adult team will play 10 home games per season, whilst juniors will play 8.  

 
7.41. There are a number of reasons for a pitch being overplayed, such as lack of alternative provision, poor site management, or poor quality wickets which 

lower the capacity for cricket to be played on the pitch.  
 
7.42. Spare capacity is the opposite of overplay and occurs when demand at a site is less than the theoretical carrying capacity over a season. It is important 

that any overplay of pitches is considered as part of the overall supply and demand analysis for grass wickets, therefore Table 70 identifies overplay or 
spare capacity at all sites. 

 
7.43. As there were no junior wickets identified in the study area, the total demand including adult and junior play has been taken into consideration rather 

than differentiating between the two age categories.  
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Table 70: Current Position for Cricket in Warwick8 
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Alvis Sports and Social Club SA1 1 Standard 10 40 20 20 0 0 0 0 20 

Kenilworth Cricket Club SA1 1 Good 15 75 106 -31 0 0 0 0 -31 

Kenilworth School 9 SA1 1 Standard 0 0 0 0 1 60 0 0 0 

Kenilworth Wardens Sports 
Club 

SA1 1 Good 23 115 106 9 1 60 60 0 9 

Leek Wootton Sports Club SA1 1 Standard 16 64 56 8 0 0 0 0 8 

Stoneleigh Cricket Ground SA1 1 Poor 16 0 50 -50 0 0 0 0 -50 

Aylesford School SA2 1 Standard 0 0 0 0 1 60 60 0 0 

Melson Memorial Ground / 
Lapworth Cricket Club 

SA2 1 Good 12 60 46 14 0 0 0 0 14 

Norton Lindsey Village 
Recreation Ground / Norton 
Lindsey Village Hall 

SA2 1 Standard 10 40 64 -24 0 0 0 0 -24 

Rowington CC SA2 1 Standard 6 24 38 -14 0 0 0 0 -14 

Warwick Cricket Club SA2 1 Good 12 60 84 -24 1 60 0 0 -24 

Warwick School Sports 
Centre10 

SA2 1 Good 10 50 50 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Warwickshire County Council 
Sports Ground 

SA2 1 Poor 12 0 30 -30 1 60 0 0 -30 

Campion School Academy 
 

SA3 1 Standard 0 0 0 0 1 60 60 0 0 

 
8 The demand for Aylesford School, Warwick School Sports Centre and Campion School; has been matched with supply to ensure the capacity is not misrepresented by unavailable sites. 
9 Kenilworth School NTP is not accessible to the community, therefore can have no spare capacity 
10 The demand for Aylesford School, Warwick School Sports Centre and Campion School; has been matched with supply to ensure the capacity is not misrepresented by unavailable sites 
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Playing Pitch Sites Sub Area 
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Hunningham Cricket Club SA4 1 Good 12 60 36 24 0 0 0 0 24 

Leamington Cricket Club SA4 1 Good 23 115 124 -9 0 0 0 0 -9 

Offchurch Sports Club SA4 1 Standard 6 24 10 14 0 0 0 0 14 

 183 727 820 -93 6 360 120 0 -93 

 
Table 71: Potential Spare Capacity for Cricket in Warwick 

 

Playing Pitch Sites Sub Area Total Weekly Balance 
Potential spare capacity for 
senior cricket Saturday 

Potential spare capacity 
for senior cricket Sunday 

Potential spare capacity 
for junior cricket midweek 

Alvis Sports and Social Club SA1 20 No Yes Yes 

Kenilworth Cricket Club SA1 -31 No No No 

Kenilworth School  SA1 60 No No No 

Kenilworth Wardens Sports 
Club 

SA1 69 No No No 

Leek Wootton Sports Club SA1 8 No No  Yes 

Stoneleigh Cricket Ground SA1 -50 No No No 

Aylesford School SA2 0 No No No 

Melson Memorial Ground / 
Lapworth Cricket Club 

SA2 14 No No Yes 

Norton Lindsey Village 
Recreation Ground / Norton 
Lindsey Village Hall 

SA2 -24 No No No 

Rowington CC SA2 -14 No No No 
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Playing Pitch Sites Sub Area Total Weekly Balance 
Potential spare capacity for 
senior cricket Saturday 

Potential spare capacity 
for senior cricket Sunday 

Potential spare capacity 
for junior cricket midweek 

Warwick Cricket Club SA2 36 No No No 

Warwick School Sports Centre SA2 0 No No No 

Warwickshire County Council 
Sports Ground 

SA2 30 No No No 

Campion School Academy 
 

SA3 0 No No No 

Hunningham Cricket Club SA4 24 No Yes No 

Leamington Cricket Club SA4 -9 No No No 

Offchurch Sports Club SA4 14 No Yes Yes 

 
7.44. Table 70 shows the supply and demand balance of all cricket sites across the Study Area. Where sites have both grass and artificial wickets, the balance 

is shown separately as well as a total balance. However, the total balance may not reflect any potential overplay on the grass wickets.    
 
7.45. Overplay typically leads to clubs either using facilities more intensively than is sustainable or using unsecured nearby facilities for short term usage on 

an ad hoc basis, to ensure that facilities can be run efficiently and effectively. It is therefore important that future facility planning allows clubs to utilise 
an adequate quantity of provision to ensure that existing facilities are not subject to overplay. 

 
7.46. Although there is an NTP wicket at Warwick CC, due to the current overplay of the whole site, the NTP cannot offer any additional capacity. The same 

principle applies at Warwick County Council Sports Ground, as the site is already fully booked for community cricket, and at Kenilworth Wardens, where 
there is significant demand already in place on site.  

 
7.47. Kenilworth School cricket facilities are not accessible to the community, therefore the spare capacity theoretically offered on the NTP has been removed. 

This is also the case at Aylesford School, Warwick School Sports Centre and Campion School.  
 
7.48. When considering Warwick as a whole, there is significant undersupply of -93 MPS on grass wickets. Although there are a number of artificial wickets in 

the study area offering a potential 240 MPS of additional capacity at accessible sites, due to the current high demand for grass wickets on those sites, 
they can offer no actual additional capacity.  

 
7.49. Table 71 highlights where there is potential spare capacity at peak times for cricket activity in Warwick. Although some sites have spare capacity as they 

cater for less MPS than the wicket quality allows, due to the number of matches taking place, spare capacity at peak times is reduced.  
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7.50. As the club consultation provided by Warwickshire Cricket did not provide information regarding times and days of match play, online research has been 
undertaken to establish match play timings for each club. It is assumed that the unavailable education sites do not have any available capacity.  

 
7.51. Based on this research, there is no spare peak time capacity on Saturdays and 3 match sessions on Sundays for senior cricket in the study area. These 

are located at Alvis Sports and Social Club, Hunningham Cricket Club and Offchurch Sports Club. 
 
7.52. Additionally, there are 7 sites that have the potential to offer extra mid-week junior sessions if we consider the use of artificial wickets along with grass 

wickets. These are Alvis Sports and Social Club, Leek Wootton Sports Club, Lapworth CC and Offchurch Sports Club.  
 

Site by Site Analysis 
 
7.53. The site-by-site assessment below includes all cricket site that have been included within the study and provides an overview of grass wicket capacity, 

as well as summarising the key parts of the PPOSS assessment that have been identified so far within this sport specific section, such as community 
use status, site security and site ownership.   

 
Table 72: Site by Site Summary for Cricket Provision in Warwick 

 

Site Sub Area Squares Community Use 
Secured 
Community Use 

Ownership 
Capacity 
Analysis (Grass 
Wickets) 

Alvis Sports and Social Club SA1 1 Yes Secure Local Authority 20 

Kenilworth Cricket Club SA1 1 Yes Secure Sports Club -31 

Kenilworth School  SA1 1 Yes Unsecure Education 0 

Kenilworth Wardens Sports Club SA1 1 Yes Secure Sports Club 9 

Leek Wootton Sports Club SA1 1 Yes Secure Sports Club 8 

Stoneleigh Cricket Ground SA1 1 Yes Secure Commercial -50 

Aylesford School SA2 1 No Unsecure Academies 0 

Melson Memorial Ground / Lapworth Cricket Club SA2 1 Yes Secure Sports Club 14 

Norton Lindsey Village Recreation Ground / Norton 
Lindsey Village Hall 

SA2 1 Yes Secure Community Organisation -24 

Rowington CC SA2 1 Yes Secure Local Authority -14 

Warwick Cricket Club SA2 1 Yes Secure Local Authority -24 
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Site Sub Area Squares Community Use 
Secured 
Community Use 

Ownership 
Capacity 
Analysis (Grass 
Wickets) 

Warwick School Sports Centre SA2 1 No Unsecure Other Independent School 0 

Warwickshire County Council Sports Ground SA2 1 Yes Secure Local Authority -30 

Campion School Academy 
 

SA3 1 No Unsecure Academies 0 

Hunningham Cricket Club SA4 1 Yes Secure Sports Club 24 

Leamington Cricket Club SA4 1 Yes Secure Sports Club -9 

Offchurch Sports Club SA4 1 Yes Secure Sports Club 14 

 

Future Demand 
 

Demand Driven by Population Growth 
 

7.54. In order to understand the future demand for cricket in the Study Area, a Team Generation Rate (definition provided in glossary) has been calculated 
using the current number of teams and the current population. This measure allows us to calculate what size of population (for various age groups) will 
typically cause enough demand for a cricket team.  
 

7.55. This TGR can now be applied to the population projections for the Study Area to confirm how population growth or reduction will affect the demand for 
teams in each of the key age groups. There is no cricket in SA3 so it will not be included in this analysis.  

 
Table 73: Impact of Population Projections on the Need for Cricket Provision in Warwick (TGRs by Sub Area) 

 

Sub Area ï SA1 

Age group 
No. of teams in 
age group within 
the area 

Current 
Population 
(2024) in age 
group within the 
area 

Future Population 
(2050) in age group 
within the area  

Current TGR 
Population 
Change in Age 
Group 

Change in Team 
Numbers in Age 
Group (numbers 
rounded up or 
down) 

Cricket Open Age Menôs (18-55yrs) 21 7667 8852 365 1185 3 

Cricket Open Age Womenôs (18-55yrs) 1 7391 8156 7391 765 0 

Cricket Junior (7-18yrs) 14 1981 2100 142 119 1 
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Sub Area ï SA1 

Age group 
No. of teams in 
age group within 
the area 

Current 
Population 
(2024) in age 
group within the 
area 

Future Population 
(2050) in age group 
within the area  

Current TGR 
Population 
Change in Age 
Group 

Change in Team 
Numbers in Age 
Group (numbers 
rounded up or 
down) 

Cricket Junior Girls (7-18yrs) 2 1939 2112 970 173 0 

Total 38     4 

 

Sub Area ï SA2 

Age group 
No. of teams in 
age group within 
the area 

Current 
Population 
(2024) in age 
group within the 
area 

Future Population 
(2050) in age group 
within the area  

Current TGR 
Population 
Change in Age 
Group 

Change in Team 
Numbers in Age 
Group (numbers 
rounded up or 
down) 

Cricket Open Age Menôs (18-55yrs) 20 9310 10749 466 1439 3 

Cricket Open Age Womenôs (18-55yrs) 0 8975 9904 8975 929 0 

Cricket Junior (7-18yrs) 9 2406 2550 267 144 1 

Cricket Junior Girls (7-18yrs) 0 2355 2565 2355 210 0 

Total 29     4 

 

Sub Area ï SA4 

Age group 
No. of teams in 
age group within 
the area 

Current 
Population 
(2024) in age 
group within the 
area 

Future Population 
(2050) in age group 
within the area  

Current TGR 
Population 
Change in Age 
Group 

Change in Team 
Numbers in Age 
Group (numbers 
rounded up or 
down) 

Cricket Open Age Menôs (18-55yrs) 7 10170 11742 1453 1572 1 

Cricket Open Age Womenôs (18-55yrs) 1 9804 10819 9804 1015 0 

Cricket Junior (7-18yrs) 9 2628 2785 292 157 1 

Cricket Junior Girls (7-18yrs) 1 2573 2802 2573 229 0 

Total 18     2 
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7.56. This TGR analysis above predicts that there will be a growth of 10 teams due to population growth across Warwick. 4 of these teams will be in SA1, 4 in 
SA2 and 2 in SA4. The majority of the growth will be in Menôs Open Age cricket (7 teams), with only other growth seen in junior boysô cricket (3 teams).  

 

Future growth driven by latent demand 
 

7.57. While a large amount of future demand will be driven by population growth, it is also likely that clubs and operators are successful in converting latent 
demand into actual demand, therefore increasing the number of people playing cricket. Whilst no clubs specifically identified any latent demand as part 
of consultation, many suggested their clubs could grow provided they had access to appropriate facilities and human resources.   
 

7.58. However, it is important to note that the growth from latent demand should be treated with an element of caution, as the source of information is club 
consultations. In some instances, clubs may not have considered the governance and infrastructure requirements, associated with ongoing club growth. 
As a result, there may be instances where actual growth does not meet the projections identified during consultation.  

 
7.59. Whilst this assessment will only consider population growth, latent demand predictions and other potential growth will be explored at Stage D.  

 

Current and Future Position of Grass Pitches 
 

Understanding the Process and Key Terminology 
 
7.60. The previous section and table 74 provide an analysis, both over the season and during the period of peak demand, of the balance between supply and 

demand for each grass and artificial cricket squares across all sites.  
 
7.61. To provide a clear idea of the current position for cricket provision across each of the sub-areas, Table 74 below shows the balance between supply and 

demand for each sub-area. The information gathered in the earlier stages of the project is used to present the current supply and demand position for 
each pitch typology. The current position is then used to look at the likely future position by incorporating latent/unmet, displaced and future demand.  

 
7.62. The points below provide further explanation on the terms used within the tables: 
 

¶ Site capacity: The amount of capacity from all pitches quantified in Matches Per Season (MPS)  
 

¶ Current demand: The total amount of demand for cricket sites in the area, expressed in matches per season (MPS) 
 

¶ Current position: The supply and demand position for grass wickets, when taking into consideration the extent of spare capacity and then deducting 
the amount of overplay. 
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¶ Future demand: Additional demand that is projected to be realised over the lifetime of the Local Plan to 2050. At this stage, the PPS only considers 
growth as a result of population growth. However, growth of cricket due to unmet and latent demand will be explored at Stage D. ECB guidance 
suggests that each adult team is presumed to play 10 home games per season, whilst juniors will play 8. These figures have therefore been utilised 
to calculate the future demand for pitch provision. 

 
7.63. The following analysis provides a total supply and demand calculation for grass wickets which includes both adult and junior participation. This has not 

been separated due to the fact there are no junior grass wickets identified in Warwick. 
 

Total Wicket Analysis 
 

Table 74: Current and Future Position of Adult Grass Wickets 

 

Analysis Area Site Capacity Current Demand Current Position 
Additional Future 
Demand 

Future Position 

SA1 294 338 -44 38 -82 

SA2 234 312 -78 38 -116 

SA3 0 0 0 0 0 

SA4 199 170 29 18 11 

Total 727 820 -93 94 -187 

 
7.64. Table 74 illustrates that there is currently -93 MPS of spare carrying capacity for grass wickets across Warwick. SA1 and SA2 have the largest levels of 

under supply, with -44 MPS and -78 MPS respectively, while SA4 has 29 MPS of spare capacity. There are no grass wickets in SA3. The total study 
area-wide current demand for adult grass wickets is 77% of total capacity. 

 
7.65. When future demand to 2050 is considered, it is predicted that study area wide deficit will increase to -187 MPS. SA1 will have 38 MPS of additional 

demand, generated by 3 adult teams and 1 junior team, increasing its deficit to -82 MPS. Due to wickets already being overplayed, Stoneleigh Cricket 
Ground and Kenilworth Cricket Club are likely to be particularly affected by increased demand, with current site deficits of -50 MPS and -31 MPS 
respectively predicted to worsen. SA2 is likely to generate an additional 3 adult teams and 1 junior team, increasing the sub area deficit to -116 MPS. 
Warwickshire County Council Sports Ground (-30MPS), Warwick Cricket Club (-24 MPS) and Norton Lindsay Village Hall (-24 MPS) will likely experience 
greater shortfalls due to increased demand. The growth of 1 senior team and 1 junior team in SA4 will result in 11 MPS of spare capacity by 2050.  

 
7.66. When capacity generated by NTPs (non-turf pitches) is taken into consideration and extra 360 MPS is available. However, only 240 MPS of this additional 

capacity is located on sites available to the community, and due to overplay of the whole site and significant current demand none of this additional 
capacity can actually be available.  
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7.67. Although it is necessary to consider NTPs in Warwick, it is often not possible to meet demand, particularly from adults on NTP wickets. NTPs are not 
ideal for meeting match play demand and generally clubs wish to play on grass wickets. Meeting future junior demand through use of NTPs could be 
considered as part of the stage D analysis, dependent on need generated by the level of latent demand.  

 
7.68. Due to the potentially significant effect on grass wicket analysis, the impact of currently displaced demand returning to the study area may also be 

explored as part of the Stage D analysis. 
 

Cricket Summary 
 
7.69. This section summarises the findings from the cricket analysis, which will form the basis of the recommendation and action plan section for Warwick 
 
7.70. Table 75 includes the response to 5 key questions which are identified in the Sport England PPOSS Guidance Checklists.  
 

Table 75: Key PPOSS Findings for Cricket in Warwick 

 

Key Question Analysis 

What are the main 
characteristics of the current 
supply and demand for 
provision? 

There is a total of 19 pitches across 17 sites in Warwick, comprising of 183 grass wickets and 6 artificial grass wickets. Of the grass wickets, 80 (44%) 
are located in SA1, 62 (34%) in SA2, 0 in SA3 and 41 (23%) in SA4. There are 4 community accessible NTPs in Warwick, as well as 2 located on 
unavailable sites.  
 
41% of cricket sites in Warwick are owned by sports clubs, 24% by education establishments, 24% local authorities, 6% trusts and 6% commercially. 
12 clubs have been identified as playing in Warwick with a total of 85 teams. There are 35 teams in junior age categories and 50 senior level teams.  
 

Is there enough accessible 
community use provision to 
meet current demand? 

The analysis shows that, overall, there is a significant deficit of -93 MPS of accessible community use grass wicket provision . This deficit is generated 
by the SA1 (-44 MPS) and SA2 (-78 MPS) sub areas, whilst there remains a small level of spare capacity in SA4 (29 MPS).  
 
Due to currently overplay and demand for grass wickets on sites where NTPs are available, artificial wickets can offer no additional capacity in Warwick.  
 

Is the provision that is 
accessible of sufficient 
quality and appropriately 
maintained? 
 

58% of grass wickets in the study area are rated as good quality, 26% are classed as standard quality and 15% are poor quality.  
 

50% of artificial wickets are rated as good, and the other 50% standard. 
 
 

What are the main 
characteristics of the future 
supply and demand for 
provision? 

The future demand for cricket is projected to increase across the Study Area, with a total growth of 10 teams and 94 MPS by 2050, although this only 
considers the impact of population growth. The largest growth of cricket is projected to come in the SA1 and SA2 sub areas, with an additional 38 
MPS predicted in each area. SA4 will generate 18 MPS of extra match play demand.  
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Key Question Analysis 

Latent demand predictions by clubs, as well as the expected growth that will be realised following the success of All Stars Cricket, Women and Girlsô 
Cricket and Softball Cricket initiatives, the increase in demand is likely to be much higher. The impact of this potential additional demand will be 
explored at Stage D of the PPOSS.  

 
Is there enough accessible 
community use provision to 
meet future demand? 

By 2050, the deficit is expected to increase by 94 MPS to -187 MPS across Warwick. SA1 will have a deficit of -82 MPS, SA2 will suffer from a shortfall 
of -116 MPS, and SA4 will have a 11 MPS of spare capacity by 2050. Latent demand predictions are likely to create a worse picture, which will be 
explored further at Stage D of the PPOSS.  
 

 
  



 

Warwick District Council 
Playing Pitch Strategy - Stage C Assessment 
 

 

122 

8 Tennis Analysis 
 

Introduction and Strategic Context 
 
8.1. The Lawn Tennis Association (LTA) is the organisation responsible for the governance of tennis. Warwickshire LTA is responsible locally for the sport in 

terms of county teams and county-based initiatives in Warwick. The following section provides greater detail of the existing strategies and national 
facility plans that are currently being delivered by the LTA.  

 
8.2. Following this, the supply and demand section of this report evaluates the adequacy of facilities for tennis and considers:  

 
¶ The supply of courts and demand for these; 

¶ The quality of courts in Warwick; and 

¶ Recommendations moving forward. 
 

Tennis Opened Up 2019-2023 
 

8.3. The LTA has recently produced a new strategy which outlines the strategic priorities for the future of the sport.  
 

8.4. The overriding mission statement of the strategy is ñto grow tennis by marking it more relevant, accessible, welcoming and enjoyable.ò 
 

8.5. To help with delivering on this mission statement, four pillars have been identified to provide focus for improvement. These are: 
 

¶ Relevant: Tennis is seen as traditional, old-fashioned and reserved. To succeed it needs to be seen as modern, fresh and exciting; 

¶ Accessible: Tennis needs to be seen as an easy sport for people to engage with. The process must be frictionless and available when people want 
it; 

¶ Welcoming: Tennis is perceived as inward looking, elitist, and socially and technically intimidating. This image must be broken down; everyone is 
welcome in the tennis family whatever their age, ability or social background; and 

¶ Enjoyable: Tennis is viewed as a tough sport requiring commitment, dedication and a lot of hard work but it doesnôt have to be this way. The social 
side, the different formats and the exhilaration of playing are richly rewarding and hugely positive.  
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LTA Facilities Investment Strategy ï Vision for the 2020 and beyond 
 

8.6. The LTA has developed a programme of action based on seven core strategies. These are:    
 

¶ Visibility: Broaden relevance and increase visibility of tennis all year round to build engagement and participation with fans and players; 

¶ Innovation: Innovate in the delivery of tennis to widen its appeal. 

¶ Investment: Support community facilities and schools to increase the opportunity to play. 

¶ Accessibility: Make the customer journey to playing tennis easier and more accessible for anyone. 

¶ Engagement: Engage and collaborate with everyone involved in delivering tennis in Britain, particularly coaches and volunteers, to attract and 
maintain more people in the game. 

¶ Performance: Create a pathway for British champions that nurtures a diverse team of players, people and leaders; and 

¶ Leadership: Lead tennis in Britain to the highest standard so it is a safe, welcoming, well-run sport. 
 

8.7. The LTA Facilities Investment Framework sets out how it intends to deliver the investment to support community accessible tennis facilities. The focus 
will be on:   
 

¶ New and existing indoor tennis centres 

¶ Park tennis 

¶ Tennis clubs 

¶ Schools and other educational establishments 
 
8.8. The key principles of the framework are to:   

 

¶ Help fund projects through interest free loans. 

¶ Invest in venues that have a proven record of increasing participation. 

¶ Invest where there is thorough community engagement. 

¶ Support venues that encourage participation growth. 

¶ Targeted investment that is demand-led. 

¶ Support venues that have successfully sourced partnership funding. 
 
8.9. The Sport England Active Lives Survey confirms the seasonal participation peaks in the summer. This is particularly pronounced amongst non-club and 

occasional players.  
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8.10. It is key to note that the correlation between the lack of ócommunityô tennis in the non-summer months is likely to be heavily influenced by the lack of 
floodlighting, which is often a characteristic of local authority owned courts.  
 

8.11. Further research carried out by the LTA suggests that many more people would play tennis if they knew where courts were located, particularly local 
authority courts. Its assertion is that better promotion would increase conversion of latent demand. 
 

Supply 
 

8.12. The following table 76 provides a breakdown of tennis courts in the area (please note that this table refers to courts and not sites). The quality rating of 
a site is calculated using the following LTA criteria: 

 
 
Poor:  
Playing surface poor, slippery playing surface, poor drainage, 
cracks on the playing surface and surrounding area, court 
markings hardly visible, no nets or nets damaged, surrounding 
fencing poor/dangerous.  
 

 
Standard:  
Court colour is fading or showing signs of wear. The surface 
remains largely intact. The court life, prior to needing resurfacing, 
would be extended for up to 5 years by cleaning and repainting 
of the existing surface. 
 

 
Good:  
Good playing surface, courts recently been 
upgraded, resurfaced, nets and fencing in 
working order 
 

 
Table 76: Outdoor Tennis Provision by Site 

 

Site Name Postcode 
Sub 
Area 

Community 
Use 

Security of 
Community 
Use 

Ownership Management 
Number of 
Courts 

Surface Floodlit Site Quality 

Kenilworth Lawn 
Tennis and Squash 
Club 

CV8 2JS SA1  Available Secure Sports Club Sports Club 9 
6x AGP 
3x Macadam 

7 Good 

Kenilworth School CV8 2AL SA1 Available Secure Education Education 6 Macadam 6 Standard 

Stoneleigh Village Hall CV8 3DG SA1 Available Secure Local Authority Local Authority 1 Macadam 0 Standard 

King George V Playing 
Field (Barford) 

CV35 8ES SA2 Available Secure Local Authority Local Authority 2 Macadam 0 Good 

Kings High School 
Warwick 

CV34 6YE SA2 Unavailable Unsecure Education Education 4 Macadam 4 Good 

Rowington Village Hall CV35 7DB SA2 Available Secure Local Authority Local Authority 2 Macadam 0 Standard 
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Site Name Postcode 
Sub 
Area 

Community 
Use 

Security of 
Community 
Use 

Ownership Management 
Number of 
Courts 

Surface Floodlit Site Quality 

St Nicholas Park 
Leisure Centre 

CV34 4QY SA2 Available Secure Local Authority Local Authority 2 Macadam 0 Good 

The Warwick Boat 
Club Ltd 

CV34 4HB SA2 Available Secure Sports Club Sports Club 11 AGP 10 Good 

Warwick Tennis Club CV34 6HX SA2 Available Secure Sports Club Sports Club 6 
3x AGP 
3x Clay 

6 Good 

Warwickshire County 
Council Sports Ground 

CV34 6PS SA2 Available Secure Local Authority Local Authority 2 Macadam 0 Good 

Christchurch Gardens CV32 4DW SA4 Available Secure Local Authority Local Authority 3 Macadam 0 Good 

Leamington Tennis 
and Squash Club 

CV32 6LZ SA4 Available Secure Sports Club Sports Club 12 AGP 12 Good 

North Leamington 
School 

CV32 6RD SA4 Available Secure Education Education 4 Macadam 4 Poor 

Victoria Park 
(Leamington Spa) 

CV31 3PH SA4 Available Secure Local Authority Local Authority 10 Macadam 5 Good 

 
Table 77: Outdoor Tennis Ancillary Provision by Site 

 

Site Name 
Sub 
Area 

Overmarked? Ancillary Facilities 

Kenilworth Lawn Tennis and Squash Club SA1  No Good 

Kenilworth School SA1 Yes Standard 

Stoneleigh Village Hall SA1 No Standard 

King George V Playing Field (Barford) SA2 Yes Poor 

Kings High School Warwick SA2 Yes Good 

Rowington Village Hall SA2 No Standard 

St Nicholas Park Leisure Centre SA2 No Standard 

The Warwick Boat Club Ltd SA2 No Good 

Warwick Tennis Club SA2 No Good 

Warwickshire County Council Sports Ground SA2 No Good 
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Site Name 
Sub 
Area 

Overmarked? Ancillary Facilities 

Christchurch Gardens SA4 Yes No ancillary provision 

Leamington Tennis and Squash Club SA4 No Good 

North Leamington School SA4 Yes Standard  

Victoria Park (Leamington Spa) SA4 No Good 

 
8.13. Provisional findings from the supply-side analysis indicate: 

 

¶ There are 74 tennis courts, across 14 sites in the study area. 

¶ 70 out of 74 courts are available to public, and all available sites provide secured community use, other than 4 courts at North Leamington School 

¶ 10 out of 14 sites are rated as good quality. 3 is classed as standard quality and only North Leamington School is rated as poor.  

¶ There are 54 floodlit courts in Warwick, accounting for 71.8% of the total supply. However, only 47 of these are available for community use, which 
is 65% of the available supply.   

¶ There are plans to reinstate the 5 tennis courts at Abbey Fields in Kenilworth following their temporary closure for a swimming pool development.  

 
8.14. Table 78 provides an overview of tennis consultation, and Table 79 summarises the tennis sites in Warwick. 

 
Table 78: Tennis Club Consultation 

 

Club Site Name Consultation Summary 

WCC Staff 
Tennis Club 

¶ WCC Staff Sports 
Ground 

There are two non-floodlit astro turf tennis courts of good quality. The site is owned by the club and managed and maintained by 
the council. The courts are relatively new as they were resurfaced in April 2022. The club currently has 46 members with capacity 
for new members however, there is a likelihood of a decrease in numbers over the next five years.  
 
The club has access to good ancillary facilities which include changing rooms, showers, toilets, a bar and kitchen. The sports 
ground also has pitches for football and cricket together with an outdoor bowling green.  
 

Leamington 
Tennis and 
Squash Club 
 

¶ Leamington Tennis and 
Squash Club 

The club have a current membership of 800 adult tennis, 500 squash members, 450 junior tennis & squash and 300 odd gym 
members. This has increased significantly - 100% increase in memberships over the last 10 years, now operating at capacity and 
have waiting lists of 6-8 weeks for tennis and 2-3 weeks for squash.  
 
There are 12 courts on site ï 8 macadam and 4 clay, all of which are very good quality and provide an excellent playing facility. 5 
tennis courts were refurbished 7 to 8 years ago and there are 3 tennis courts are due to be refurbished o 
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Club Site Name Consultation Summary 

The club have access to high quality ancillary facilities including: 
¶ Toilets 
¶ Male, female, gender neutral changing rooms 
¶ Saunas 
¶ Accessible shower 
¶ All the above refurbished in the last 5 years ago 
¶ New clubhouse built in 2019 
¶ Clubhouse bar opened 7 days a week, 10 am to 12:30 pm, 4:30 pm until night Monday to Friday 
¶ Members kitchen available 
¶ The club is constantly trying to improve the facilities 
¶ Gym: 8 stations + free weights 

  
The clubs biggest challenge is lack of space, the club is landlocked with no additional space. Would like to cover the courts to 

entice better players and coaching programs because weather affects the delivery programmes on outdoor courts 
  

The club have development aspirations to deliver covered tennis and padel courts. They are in the early stages of developing 4-
court indoor tennis and padel courts at a cost of £3 million. The club have raised £1.2 million through member loans also working 
with another local club in exchange for profit share from padel courts. Member loan scheme started 5 and a half years ago with 
the refurbishment of the clubhouse offering favourable interest rates, and the club are now in a good position with a good sum of 
finance secured.  
 
LTA interest free loan is another source as the LTA believes there is a need for indoor tennis courts in the area with no similar 
provision within the 10-mile area. The LTA has given a go ahead and also believes there would be Section 106 funding which 
would be required for this project.  
 
The club has identified the need for padel, which is the fastest growing sport. The club would like to offer sport to the people 
which is in demand and have experienced members leaving because of the lack of provision for padel. 
 
The indoor tennis court would also serve pickleball, as the same level of interest has been shown towards the sport and is a great 
opportunity for community engagement across the ageôs groups.  
 
The club has strong links with the school, further enhancing opportunities and indoor courts would give an edge to the 
community. Would support elite sport as well as beginners.  
 
The aim would also be to provide inclusive sessions, the club would still maintain its non-profit status. The club runs on 
community volunteers and any profits earned would be circled back in improving the facility. There would be different price 
packages: concessions for disadvantaged groups, community events and better links with the schools. 
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Table 79: Site Summaries 

 

Site Name Summary 

Kenilworth Lawn Tennis and 
Squash Club  

Nine tennis courts in total which are all secure and in good condition with good nets. Six courts are artificial grass (four of these are floodlit) and 
three courts are tarmac and are all floodlit. There are also 2 padel courts on site, as well as six quality squash/racket ball courts at the site, two 
of which have glass backs for viewing purposes. Also, at the venue are two floodlit padel courts which are also secure. Again, these courts are 
of good quality. The facility has a good quality croquet lawn and good bar, kitchen and changing facilities. An overall excellent facility with parking 
for 30-40 vehicles. 
 

Kenilworth School 
Six, floodlit tarmac tennis courts, all overmarked with netball. Standard quality provision that is accessible to the community. However, the courts 
are predominantly used for netball activity. Courts are available to be booked through KMATôs pitchbooking website.  
 

Stoneleigh Village Hall 
One standard quality hardcourt tennis court with a good net. Surface is worn and not floodlit. Village hall next to all these facilities which has bar, 
kitchen and changing facilities. Parking for about 30 cars and small play area.  
 

King George V Playing Field 
(Barford) 

Two hard court tennis courts that are not floodlit. Good quality courts with good nets, adjacent to a football pitch and park. Within the courts were 
markings for netball and two sets of netball posts were also present.  
 

Kings High School Warwick 
Four good quality hardcourt tennis courts overmarked with netball. No nets up at the time of visit. Floodlit and secure. Good school changing and 
kitchen facilities and parking for over one hundred vehicles. 
 

Rowington Village Hall 
2 standard quality macadam courts with good fencing and netting. No floodlighting. Adjacent to the village hall where standard quality ancillary 
facilities are located including kitchen, activity hall and toilets.  

St Nicholas Park Leisure Centre 
Two good quality hardcourts with no floodlighting. Although the courts have access to ancillary facilities, they are located approximately 100m 
away in the leisure centre.  
 

The Warwick Boat Club Ltd 

Eleven secure artificial grass tennis courts, ten of which are floodlit. Good quality courts with good nets. Very high standard facility which boasts 
a bowling green two squash courts and 2000m of the river at their disposal for rowing. The bar, kitchen and changing facilities are also very good 
quality. Parking for many vehicles. An overall excellent community facility. 
 

Warwick Tennis Club 
Six floodlit, secure tennis courts, three of which are artificial grass and three are artificial clay. All are of good quality. Good quality changing, bar 
and kitchen, which is shared with the cricket club. Parking for 60-70 cars. 
 

Warwickshire County Council 
Sports Ground 

Two good quality secure AGP tennis courts with no floodlights, adjacent to other sporting facilities. High quality community site.  
 

Christchurch Gardens 
Four hardcourt tennis courts overmarked with 2 netball courts. Good standard secure facility with no floodlights. Good nets. Parking on the 
roadside. No ancillary facilities.  
 

Leamington Tennis and Squash 
Club 

Twelve secure floodlit tennis courts. The courts are all of good quality with good quality nets. Four of the courts are artificial clay and eight are 
artificial grass. Also at the site are six very good squash courts, two of which are glass backed for viewing purposes. There is also a small gym 
at the venue. The facility has a very good bar and kitchen and good changing facilities. There is ample parking. An excellent community facility 
with good quality courts. 
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Site Name Summary 

North Leamington School 
Four poor quality macadam courts, overmarked with 3 netball courts. All poor quality. Play Netball venue. Standard school changing facilities are 
available to hire if required.  
 

Victoria Park (Leamington Spa) 

Ten good quality hardcourt secure tennis courts. Five are floodlit. Good quality nets. Parking in numerous car parks around the park for many 
vehicles. Tennis/bowls pavilion by the courts of good quality with changing and kitchen and a café. Also in the park is bowls, paddling pool. Play 
area and a skatepark. 
 

 
8.15. Map 8 shows the geographic location of outdoor tennis courts across the Study Area and presents the dispersion courts across Warwick.  
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Map 11: Outdoor Tennis Court Audit in Warwick 
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8.16. This section of the analysis examines the demand for tennis in Warwick 
 

Active Lives Survey  
 

8.17. As per the LTAôs insight as captured at the start of this chapter, demand for tennis is comprised of members and more ócasualô or órecreationalô players. 
These ócasualô or órecreationalô players are usually defined by a lack of membership to a tennis club and typically access facilities through public park 
courts and other publicly available facilities. 
 

8.18. Sport Englandôs Active Lives Survey represents the most robust dataset regarding participation in sport in England amongst those aged 16 or older. 
The latest iteration of this data is taken from surveys carried out in November 2022/23. Data was only partly available for Warwick as a local authority 
area, so where necessary data is taken for the whole of the Warwickshire County Council (WCC) area. The data shows the following: 
 

¶ 2.4% of residents aged 16+ in WCC reported playing tennis twice within the last 28 days (survey carried out in November 2023). 

¶ The 2.4% ótwice-monthlyô participation rate for WCC was 0.5% higher than the national equivalent participation rate of 1.9%. 

¶ 11.4% of residents aged 16+ in the WDC area reported playing tennis at least once in year 22/23, which is significantly higher than the national 
average of 6.3%. 

¶ According to the population figures used throughout this report, there are 125,888 residents in Warwick aged 16 or over. Although the 2.4% 
participation rate used in the Active Lives Survey considers the whole of the WCC area, we can assume this is also relevant for Warwick. This 
means that when translated into demand, the Active Lives Figures show that 3,021 people play tennis at least twice every 28 days and 14,351 play 
at least once per year. These figures can be taken forward to analyse the utilisation the court capacity in Warwick.  

 

Membership Data 
 

8.19. Consultations undertaken with clubs in Warwick have been used to capture membership and other information. The membership figures for each club 
are displayed in Table 80. 
 
Table 80: Tennis Club Membership in Warwick 

 

Club Name Site Current Tennis Membership 

Kenilworth Tennis Squash & Croquet Club Kenilworth Tennis Squash & Croquet Club 348 

Leamington Lawn Tennis & Squash Club Leamington Lawn Tennis & Squash Club 1,250 

Rowington Tennis Club Rowington Village Hall 13 

Warwick Boat Club The Warwick Boat Club Ltd 753 
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Club Name Site Current Tennis Membership 

Warwick Tennis Club Warwick Tennis Club 295 

Warwickshire County Council Staff Lawn Tennis Club Warwickshire County Council Staff Lawn Tennis Club 49 

Total 2,708 

 
8.20. Table 80 shows that there are 6 clubs in Warwick with a combined membership of 2,708 people. As a percentage of residents in Warwick aged 16+, 

2.2% are member of a tennis club. The levels of club members is slightly lower than the amount of people participating in tennis at least twice per month, 
when considered as a percentage of the population. 
 

8.21. According to the club membership figures, 56% of all tennis club members in the Study Area are members of Leamington Lawn Tennis and Squash 
Club.  
 

Future Demand 
 

8.22. Future population figures provided by Warwick District Council will be used to model future demand for tennis. There will be a predicted 15.1% increase 
in the population of 16+ year olds across Warwick by 2050.  

 
8.23. This means that, should participation and club memberships grow in-line with the population increase there will be around 15.1% more players in the 

future. This is broken down in further detail in Table 81. 
 
Table 81: Future Demand Estimates  

 

Participant Category Current Future Projection 

Club Members 2,708 3,117 

Non-club players (twice every 28 days) 3,021 3,474 

Non-club players (at least once annually) 14,351 16,518 

 
8.24. Table 81 predicts that there will be an additional 409 tennis club members and 2,167 casual players playing at least once annually by 2050. However, 

this is driven by population growth alone and additional growth is likely to occur through LTA and local tennis organisation initiatives.  
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Supply and Demand Balance 
 

8.25. This section of the report will draw together the supply and demand data presented above to show the current and projected capacity balances for 
tennis in Warwick.  
 

Club Balance 
 

8.26. Table 82 summarises the current utilisation of each community club in Warwick. If a court is floodlit it has a membership capacity of 60, compared with 
a membership capacity of 40 if non-floodlit. Although these are the figures that will be used to conduct the supply and demand analysis, clubs may be 
able to operate at a higher capacity. Therefore, they should not be considered to be the absolute threshold.   
 
Table 82: Current and Projected Utilisation of Tennis Club Courts in Warwick 

 

Club Capacity (membership) Members % Utilisation Projected Members (2050) Projected % Utilisation 

Kenilworth Tennis Squash & 
Croquet Club 

500 348 70% 400 80% 

Leamington Lawn Tennis & Squash 
Club 

720 1,250 173% 1,439 200% 

Rowington Tennis Club 80 13 16% 15 19% 

Warwick Boat Club 640 753 118% 866 135% 

Warwick Tennis Club 360 295 82% 339 94% 

Warwickshire County Council Staff 
Lawn Tennis Club 

80 49 61% 56 70% 

 2,380 2,708  114% 3,115 131% 

 
8.27. Table 82 shows that, when considered as a whole, tennis clubs in Warwick are currently operating over their maximum capacity by 14%.  

 
8.28. At present two clubs are operating a higher utilisation rate than expected due to large membership numbers. All other clubs are operating within their 

capacity. Both Leamington Lawn Tennis Club and Warwick Boat Club are oversubscribed based on their court capacity. Although both clubs have a 
large stock of high quality courts, they have a broad membership base.  
 

8.29. If growth in membership were to grow in line with population, then clubs in Warwick are projected to be operating 31% over their maximum capacity by 
2050, as a result of over play at Leamington Lawn Tennis Club and Warwick Boat. All other clubs would retain varying levels of spare membership 
capacity.  
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Public Courts 
 

8.30. This section summarises the current supply and demand balance of public (non-club) courts in Warwick. Only courts accessible on a free-to-access or 
pay-and-play basis can be considered as ópublic courtsô. 
 

8.31. The LTA advises that the capacity of public courts to be 7 hours per day for non-floodlit courts and 12 hours per day for floodlit courts. This equates to 
2,555 hours per year on non-floodlit courts and 4,380 hours per year on floodlit courts.  
 

8.32. Those sites deemed to be publicly accessible in this fashion are Christchurch Gardens, Victoria Park, Rowington Village Hall, Stoneleigh Village Hall, 
King George V Playing Field and St Nicholas Park Leisure Centre.  
 

8.33. It is estimated that these sites contribute 1,155 hours per week of playing capacity to meet demand for informal tennis in Warwick with 420 hours on 
floodlit courts and 735 hours on non-floodlit courts. This equates to 4,950 hours per month (30-day average) or 60,225 hours per year.   
 

8.34. According to Active Lives data, 3,021 people participate in tennis activity at least twice every 28 days.  
 

8.35. Assuming an average of 3 people per court per óbooking / useô (to account for an even split between singles, doubles and some sessions where 3 
people share a court) this equates to 2,014 sessions per month played on public courts. If each match lasts for 1 hour on average this means that public 
courts are operating at 40.7% of their total operational capacity.  
 

8.36. According to data provided by the LTAôs online booking system (Clubspark) with court access technology, the average level of utilisation in venues (UK 
wide) is 53%. By this barometer Warwick is operating at lower-than-average level in terms of its utilisation of public courts. 
 

8.37. If demand for courts increases in line with population, there will be an estimated 2,316 sessions per month on public courts by 2050. This would equate 
to 47% of existing public court capacity. This means that public tennis courts in Warwick would be operating around 6% lower than the current average 
utilisation according to the LTAôs 2019 benchmarking. 
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Tennis Summary 
 

8.38. This section summarises the findings from the tennis analysis, which will form basis of the recommendation and action plan section for Warwick. 
 

8.39. Table 83 includes the response to key questions, which are asked for all PPOSS studies across the UK, in order to provide a standardised illustration 
of supply and demand for sports provision. 

 
Table 83: Key PPOSS Findings for Tennis in Warwick 

 

Key Question Analysis 

What are the main characteristics of the 
current supply and demand for provision? 

Of the 74 courts in the study area, 70 are available for community use. 54 of courts are floodlit, however only 50 of these are 
available to the community. There is a total of 2,780 members of clubs in Warwick, whilst 3,021 people play tennis at least twice 
every 28 days and 14,351 play at least once per year.  
 

Is there enough accessible and secured 
community use provision to meet current 
demand? 
 

Club sites in Warwick are operating 14% over their maximum capacity, whilst publicly available courts are operating at around 
40.7% of their total operational capacity. This level of utilisation is approximately 13% lower than the national average according 
to the LTA data. 
 

Is the provision that is accessible of sufficient 
quality and appropriately maintained? 
 

10 of the 14 sites are classed as good quality, with 2 rated as standard. The only poor quality courts are located at North Leamington 
School.  

What are the main characteristics of the future 
supply and demand for provision? 

If participation continues to grow in line with population the playing population will increase by 15.1%. This means that club sites 
are estimated to be operating 31% over their maximum capacity. Demand for public courts will also increase by 453 sessions per 
month, bringing the utilisation of public courts to 47% by 2050.  

Is there enough accessible and secured 
community use provision to meet future 
demand? 

There is deficit of club sites across the study area, however this is solely due to  Warwick Boat Club and Leamington Lawn Tennis 
Club being oversubscribed.  
 
Although demand for public courts is likely to increase in line with population growth, there is still predicted to be 30% of the total 
capacity available for community use by 2050.  
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9 Netball Analysis 
 

Introduction and Strategic Context 
 
9.1. This section provides greater detail of the existing strategies that are currently being delivered by England Netball. Following this, the supply and demand 

section of this report evaluates the adequacy of facilities for netball and considers:  
 

¶ The supply of courts and demand for these; 

¶ The quality of courts in Warwick; 

¶ Recommendations moving forward. 
 
9.2. Netball in England is administered by England Netball, the national governing body for the sport. The current strategy forms the fundamental principles 

for its strategic planning for the future of sport and business.  
 

Vision, Mission and Values 
  

Purpose: To lead a movement, on and beyond the Court 
  
9.3. The EN Adventure Strategy 2021-2031 refers to the following six destinations:  
  

¶ A Game for Life ï Enrich our approach to growing the game, ensuring that netball is a sport for all at every stage of life.  

¶ A World Leading Game ï Set new standards for netball, showcasing inspiring performances by outstanding players in international tournaments 
and domestic leagues and events.  

¶ A Visible Presence ï Elevate our sport to a new place of prominence achieving landmark visibility, drawing new audiences to the game, whilst 
evolving our identity and taking the sport to uncharted territory 

¶ A Resonant Voice ï Amplify our voice to influence, inform and ignite positive change.  

¶ A Thriving Collective ï Unite our people and partners behind out purpose, nurturing and unlocking potential and achieving common goals. 

¶ An Extra Ordinary Experience ï Transform the way our sport is consumed, tailoring every touchpoint to provide an exceptional experience at every 
step of the journey. 
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Measures of Success 
 

Figure 2: Measures of Success 
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England Netball ï Adventure Strategy 2021 - 2031 
 
9.4. England Netballôs Adventure Strategy aims to óLead a movement, on and beyond the courtô and óhold an unapologetic focus on women and girls, whilst 

opening the game for new audiences to belong, flourish and soarô.  
 

9.5. To achieve this aim, England Netball have identified 6 ódestinationsô which highlight the aims, goals and purposes for the next 10 years:  
 

1. A Game For Life ï We will enrich our approach to growing the game, ensuring that netball is a sport for all at every stage of life; 
 

2. A World Leading Game ï We will set new standards for netball, showcasing inspiring performances by outstanding players in international 
tournaments and domestic leagues and events; 
 

3. A Visible Presence ï We will elevate our sport to a new place of prominence, achieving landmark visibility, drawing new audiences to the game, 
whilst evolving our identity and taking the sport to uncharted territory; 
 

4. A Resonant Voice ï We will amplify our voice to influence, inform and ignite positive change; 
 

5. A Thriving Collective ï We will unite our people and partners behind our purpose, nurturing and unlocking potential and achieving common goals; 
 

6. An Extraordinary Experience ï We will transform the way our sport is consumed, tailoring every touchpoint to provide an exceptional experience at 
every step of the journey.  

 

Delivery Methods 
 
9.6. In order to deliver the strategic goals of netball, England Netball has established multiple participation programmes. These programmes are detailed 

below: 
 

¶ Traditional 7-a-side: 7 aside is the longstanding format of the game that most girls are introduced to at school. The game is played to a professional 
level as part of the Netball Super league to regional amateur leagues around the country; 
 

¶ Back to Netball: A key participation programme for netball, Back to Netball sessions are run nationally with the intention of reintroducing women 
back into the sport. England Netball report that over 60,000 women have taken part in these sessions since 2010; 
 

¶ Netball Now: A turn up and play session of netball with an emphasis on low organisation for the player, with no assigned teams or organised 
leagues. Netball Now is targeted at 16-21year olds and is seen as a partner to the Back to Netball programme; 
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¶ I Heart Leagues: Designed to provide a social and gentle introduction into match play. The leagues are designed for players who have participated 
in the Back to Netball programme or Social Players looking for a weekly, light but competitive game; 

 

¶ Walking Netball: A slower version of the 7 aside game played only at walking pace. The programme is targeted at older demographics with a key 
focus on sociability and enjoyment; and 
 

¶ Bee Netball: Netball specifically designed for 5-11 year olds. 

 

Supply 
 
9.7. The following section will detail the supply of outdoor netball facilities in Warwick. 
 
9.8. Table 84 shows the outdoor provision of netball courts in Warwick. There are 8 sites with a total of 23 courts. Although all courts are available to the 

community, only 9 have security of tenure on site for community clubs. 
 

Table 84: Outdoor Netball Facilities in Warwick 

 

Site Post code 
Sub 
Area 

Ownership Management Type Courts Floodlit 
Available to 
community 

Security of 
Tenure 

Overall 
Rating 

Alvis Sports and Social Club CV3 6EG SA1 Local Authority Sports Club 2 2 Available Secure Good 

Kenilworth School CV8 2DA SA1 Education Education 6 6 Available Secure Good 

King George V Playing Field 
(Barford) 

CV35 8ES SA2 Local Authority Local Authority 1 0 Available Secure Good 

Kings High School Warwick CV34 6YE SA2 Education Education 4 4 Available Secure Good 

Christchurch Gardens CV32 4DW SA4 Local Authority Local Authority 2 0 Available Secure Good 

Leamington Netball Club CV32 6QT SA4 Sports Club Sports Club 2 2 Available Secure Good 

North Leamington School CV32 6RD SA4 Education Education 4 4 Available Secure Poor 

Offchurch Sports Club CV33 9AF SA4 Sports Club Sports Club 2 2 Available Secure Good 

 
9.9. 14 (61%) of courts are on sites that are education-owned and 6 (26%) are located on local authority owned sites. Both Offchurch Sports Club and 

Leamington Netball Club are owned by sports clubs, and while Avis Sports and Social Club is owned by the local authority, it managed by the sports 
club.  
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9.10. Of the 23 outdoor courts, 19 are good quality (82.6%) and the remaining 4 are poor quality (17.4%). 20 of the total number of courts are floodlit. 
 
9.11. Map 9 shows the geographic location of outdoor netball courts across the Study Area and presents the dispersion courts across Warwick.  

 
Map 12: Outdoor Netball Court Audit in Warwick 
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Demand 
 
9.12. Current netball demand is met by both outdoor and indoor facilities in Warwick, with affiliated netball taking place outdoors at a range of venues across 

the study area .  
 
9.13. Affiliation data specific to Warwick was not available, so Table 85 shows netball membership data for the whole of Warwickshire. It provides an overview 

of netball in the county from a membership perspective, from 2022/23 to the latest affiliation data in 2023/24: 
 

Table 85: Warwick Netball Membership 

 

Age Group 22/23 23/24 

U11 352 365 

U14 587 583 

U18 449 489 

O18 1186 1277 

Total membership 2571 2731 

 
9.14. The figures in Table 85 show that membership numbers in Warwickshire are increasing as there has been a gain of 160 members since 2022. 
 
9.15. Table 86 details the facilities that are used for outdoor netball in Warwick.  
 

Table 86: Facilities used for Outdoor Netball in Warwick 

 

Site Name Capacity for Netball Courts Purpose 

Alvis Sports and Social Club 2 Training 

Kenilworth School 6 Competition, friendly and training 

Kings High School Warwick 4 Competition, friendly, training, EN programmes 

Leamington Netball Club 2 Competition, friendly and training 

North Leamington School 4 EN programmes 

Offchurch Sports Club 2 Training 
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9.16. Table 87 highlights the 7 clubs that utilise outdoor netball facilities in Warwick. It must be noted that many of these clubs utilise sites for training purposes 
only and take part in competitive netball leagues that are held in indoor facilities. The indoor courts at Aylesford School host Warwick Indoor league 
which is an commercial entity and not affiliated to England Netball. The Coventry and Warwickshire league is affiliated to EN, but held outside of the 
study area in Coventry.  Newbold Comyn Leisure Centre is also home to netball leagues and EN initiatives such as Walking Netball.  

 
Table 87: Demand for Outdoor Netball in Warwick 

 

Club Name Primary Venue Secondary Venue 

Alvis Alvis Sports and Social Club  

Kenilworth Ladies Kenilworth School  

Kenilworth Town Juniors Netball Club Kenilworth School Corpsewood Sports Club 

KS Juniors Kings High School Leamington Netball Club  

Leamington Netball Club Leamington Netball Club  

Offchurch Netball Club Offchurch Sports Club Princethorpe College 

Warwick Netball Club Warwick University  

 
9.17. All of the netball clubs in Warwickshire were given the opportunity to be consulted as part of the PPOSS process. A summary of consultation is included 

in Table 88.  
 

Table 88: Netball Club Consultation Summary 

 

Club Site Name Consultation Summary 

Kenilworth 
Town Netball 

¶ Kenilworth School Although the club utilise Kenilworth School courts, and rate these as very good, they expected demand to outstrip these courts in the 
very near future, with membership likely to grow by up to 50.  
 
The club are currently developing plans for a new netball facility, but they are in their infancy and no funding has yet been secured.  
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Future Demand 
 
9.18. Future demand for outdoor netball is difficult to calculate, as it is often generated by the growth of indoor netball, which is not included as part of this 

PPOSS. Although indoor sports hall or activity hall provision is the preferred method of netball for many individuals and clubs, it is important to note that 
the cost of this is often unaffordable for many causing accessibility issues for both new and existing players. Also, within Warwick, there are a large 
number of outdoor courts in Warwick that are used for formal and informal netball activity and a comparatively low number of indoor opportunities, 
namely at Castle Farm and Newbold Comyn. Therefore, it is important that the outdoor provision is continued to be supported through facility 
development, initiatives such as walking netball and Back to Netball, as well as driving participation in affiliated leagues.  

 
9.19. Demand for netball in Warwickshire is currently increasing, and there may be opportunities for interest in the support to further increase, raising 

participation. After the 2019 Netball World Cup in Liverpool, there was an increase of over 160,000 people participating in netball. Other programmes 
and initiative led by England Netball may also lead to an increase in participation such as NetballHer. The World Cup 2023, Englandôs Roses reached 
the final and it is hoped that netball participation will rise to similar figures demonstrated after the World Cup in England. 

 
9.20. There is spare capacity on all currently used outdoor sites to cope with this potential growth and there are a number of high quality netball courts in the 

study area that are not currently used for community use, such as Christchurch Gardens and King George V Playing Field. However, these sites are 
not floodlit so cannot cater for mid-week evening demand and only have a small number of courts so are unlikely to host larger scale competitions and 
leagues.  
 

Netball Summary 
 
9.21. This section summarises the findings from the netball analysis, which will form basis of the recommendation and action plan section for Warwick.  
 
9.22. Table 89 includes the response to key questions in order to provide a standardised illustration of supply and demand for sports provision.  
 

Table 89: Key PPOSS Findings for Netball in Warwick 

 

Key Question Analysis 

What are the main characteristics of the 
current supply and demand for 
provision? 

Education owned sites provide 61% all netball courts in Warwick, 26% are located on local authority sites and 17% on sports club 
owned sites. 
 
There are 7 netball teams in Warwick utilising outdoor netball provision. Although EN data was not available for the specific WDC 
area, membership data for Warwickshire County, suggests that participation in formal netball activity is increasing.   
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Key Question Analysis 

Is there enough accessible and secured 
community use provision to meet current 
demand? 

There is enough capacity and availability on outdoor courts in the study area, with many sites being floodlit and only used for training 
purposes. 
 
Although all 23 courts are available for community use, only 9 provide secure community use for clubs 
 

Is the provision that is accessible of 
sufficient quality and appropriately 
maintained? 

82.6% of courts are of good quality and 17.4% are poor. The only poor quality site is North Leamington School.  

What are the main characteristics of the 
future supply and demand for provision? 

Current trends based on club affiliation and membership in Warwickshire show that participation in Netball is increasing. This could 
be boosted further by recent success at the World Cup. Indoor netball is preferred by all relevant parties and there is spare capacity 
on outdoor netball courts if demand grows.  

Is there enough accessible and secured 
community use provision to meet future 
demand? 

There is a lack of securely available sites in Warwick. This should be monitored as part of Stage E to ensure there continues to be a 
suitable supply of outdoor netball courts within Warwick.  
 
There is current and future capacity for outdoor netball within Warwick. If there is additional demand for outdoor netball in Warwick, 
the current facilities will be sufficient to fulfil the demand. This should be monitored throughout the Stage E PPOSS process.  
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10 Bowls Analysis 
 

Introduction and Strategic Context 
 

10.1. Bowls England is responsible for the governance, administration and promotion of Flat Green Lawn Bowls in England. It was formed in 2008 following 
the unification of the English Bowling Association and the English Womenôs Bowling Association.  
 

10.2. The following section provides greater detail of the existing strategies that are currently being delivered by Bowls England.  
 

10.3. Following this, the supply and demand section of this report evaluates the adequacy of facilities for bowls and considers: 
 

¶ The supply of facilities and demand for these; 

¶ The adequacy of facilities in Warwick; and 

¶ Recommendations moving forwards. 

 

Strategic Plan ï Fit for The Future 2021 - 2026 
 

10.4. In August 2021 Bowls England launched their new Strategic Plan for the five-year period to 2026, with the aim for reaching 1 million bowls experiences 
per year. The key priorities to meet this target are: 
 

¶ Building the brand of bowls ï Increasing focus on international and top domestic bowls, and utilising opportunities such as Birmingham 2022 to 
achieve larger media coverage; 

¶ Ensuring the sport is truly accessible to all ï by offering different formats of the game which suit all time constraints, as well as driving more people 
to clubs in new ways; 

¶ Creating positive playing experiences for everyone ï whoever steps on the green, both casual and competitive players, as well as growing our 
events calendar and introducing a performance pathway; 

¶ Putting volunteers first ï as the lifeblood of our sport, by increasing our support for clubs in order to empower them to thrive; 

¶ Leading the sport with purpose ï by developing our governance structures, diversifying our revenue streams, and working collaboratively with all 
the sportôs key stakeholders. 

 
  



 

Warwick District Council 
Playing Pitch Strategy - Stage C Assessment 
 

 

146 

Supply  
 
10.5. The local authority owns 1 bowls site in Warwick, which it is also responsible for the management of. All the remaining bowls provision (7 sites) is owned 

and managed by bowling clubs. This highlights a lack of dependency upon local authority owned and managed sites. A breakdown of ownership and 
management can be found in Table 90.  

 
Table 90: Ownership and Management of Bowls Sites in Warwick 

 

Type Ownership Management 

Local Authority 1 1 

Sports Club 6 6 

Total 7 7 

 
10.6. Table 90 shows that there are currently 11 outdoor bowling greens in Warwick on 7 individual sites.  

 
10.7. Of the 11 greens, 9 are of good quality, and 2 are considered to be standard quality based on the non-technical assessment criteria. It should be noted 

that for higher level competitive bowls, only good quality greens are considered appropriate. 
 
10.8. Full details of the sites can be found in Table 91. 
 

Table 91: Bowls Sites in Warwick 
 

Site Sub Areas Club Using Site 
Bowls 
England 
Affiliated? 

Ownership Management 
Security of 
Availability to 
Community 

Greens  
Green 
Condition 

Clubhouse 
Condition 

Kenilworth Sports 
and Social Club 

SA1 
Kenilworth Sports 
and Social Club 

No Sports Club Sports Club Secure 1 Good Good 

Warwickshire CC 
Staff 

SA2 
Warwickshire CC 
Staff 

Yes 
Local 
Authority 

Local Authority Secure 1 Standard Good 

Warwick Boat Club SA2 
Warwick Boat 
Club 

Yes Sports Club Sports Club Secure 1 Good Good 

Whitnash SA3 
Whitnash S&S 
Bowls 

Yes Sports Club Sports Club Secure 1 Good Good 
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Site Sub Areas Club Using Site 
Bowls 
England 
Affiliated? 

Ownership Management 
Security of 
Availability to 
Community 

Greens  
Green 
Condition 

Clubhouse 
Condition 

Avenue Leamington SA4 
Avenue 
Leamington 

Yes Sports Club Sports Club Secure 1 Standard Standard 

Lillington SA4 
Lillington Bowling 
Club 

Yes Sports Club Sports Club Secure 1 Good Standard 

Victoria Park Bowls SA4 
Royal Leamington 
Spa Bowling Club 

Yes Sports Club Sports Club Secure 5 Good Standard 

 
10.9. Map 10 shows the geographic location of outdoor bowling greens across the Study Area and presents the dispersion greens across Warwick.  
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Map 13: Outdoor Bowling Greens Audit in Warwick 
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Club and Site Consultation 
 
10.10. Clubs were contacted by Strategic Leisure with the aim of informing the demand section of the study. Summaries of the information gathered during the 

Stage B process is provided in Table 92.  
 

Table 92: Club Consultation 

 

Club Name Site Name Consultation Summary 

Whitnash S&S 
Bowls Section 
 

¶ Whitnash Sports and 
Social Club 

The club is located at Whitnash Sports and Social Club, Heathcote Road. There is one good quality bowling green. The site is 
owned and maintained by the club. There are approximately 80 playing members with capacity for new members. 
 
The green is used for competition and friendly fixtures for 8 hours per week, Bowlsô Big Weekend for 6 hours per week, training for 
2 hours per week and casual use for 4 hours per week. The ancillary facilities are of good quality which include changing rooms, 
toilets and a bar.  

Lillington 
Bowling Club 
 

¶ Lillington Bowling Club Lillington Bowling Club is located on Lime Avenue. The club has access to one good quality bowling green. The club is run by a 
Management Committee of members, reporting to its Trustees and to its members. It is regarded as one of the premier bowling 
greens in Warwickshire, which hosts county matches and international touring teams. 
 
There are 130 members in the club with further capacity for additional members. The club has plans to add 11 to 20 members over 
the next five years. The bowling green is heavily used. The green is constantly used for matches, roll-ups, competitions etc. The 
clubôs usage of the green is recorded as follows: 20+ hours a week for competitions, friendlies, Play Bowls and casual use together 
with 10 hours for training and Bowlsô Big Weekend respectively. The club has access to changing rooms, toilets, a kitchen and a 
bar.  
 
The club has highlighted an urgent need to improve the ditch capping and edge of the green. The club is in the process of securing 
grants. 
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Demand for Outdoor Bowls Facilities 
 
10.11. This section summarises the level of demand for bowls in Warwick. Table 93 shows the demand for bowls in terms of the number of clubs assigned to 

each site.  
 

Table 93: Club Demand on Each Site 

 

Club Name Sub Area Affiliated to Bowls England / British Crown Green Bowling Association Home Site Members 

Kenilworth Bowling Club 1 British Crown Green Bowling Association Kenilworth Sports and Social Club Unknown 

Warwickshire CC Staff 2 Bowls England Warwickshire CC Staff 28 

Warwick Boat Club 2 Bowls England Warwick Boat Club 49 

Whitnash S&S Bowls 3 Bowls England Whitnash 67 

Avenue Leamington 4 Bowls England Avenue Leamington 83 

Lillington Bowling Club 4 Bowls England Lillington 111 

Royal Leamington Spa 
Bowling Club 

4 Bowls England Victoria Park Bowls 119 

   Total 457 

 
10.12. Table 93 shows that there are 457 members of bowling clubs in the study area with the largest clubs being Royal Leamington Spa Bowling Club with 

119 members, followed by Lillington Bowling Club (111) and Avenue Leamington (83). Affiliation data for Kenilworth Bowling Club has not been made 
available to SLL.  

 
10.13. The Sport England Active Lives Survey results from November 2022-23 show that 2.1% of the population aged 16 or over in the Warwickshire County 

Council area (the smallest area relating to the Warwick for which there is data available) play óflat greenô bowls at least once per year. Only national 
data is available óflat greenô bowls, which states that 0.4% of the population participate at least once a year.  

 
10.14. The population of residents in Warwick aged 16 or over is 125,888. If the participation figures for the Warwickshire region (2.1% flat green and 0.4% 

crown green) are applied to this population figure, then it can be said that 2,644 people play flat green bowls at least once per year in Warwick. 503 
people are predicted to participate in crown green bowls at least once per year. This adds up to a total of 3,147 people playing either form of the game 
at least once per year.  
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Future Demand 
 
10.15. Using 3,147 as the number of people playing bowls at least once per year in Warwick and future projections of the Study Areaôs population (144,913 

over 16ôs by 2050), we can calculate potential future demand for the sport. The future 16+ population is due to grow by 15.1% which, assuming current 
levels of participation remain constant, equates to an additional demand of 479 people.  
 

10.16. Due to the fact that during consultation, clubs highlighted that there was capacity for, and they would welcome new members, we can assume that the 
demand created by population growth can be met by existing bowls provision. Also, as the future population calculation used data from those who 
played bowls at least once per year, it does suggest that all new participants will become members of affiliated bowls clubs.  

 

Bowls Summary 
 
10.17. This section summarises the findings from the bowls analysis, which will form basis of the recommendation and action plan section for Warwick.  
 
10.18. Table 94 includes the response to key questions, which are asked for all PPOSS studies across the UK, in order to provide a standardised illustration 

of supply and demand for sports provision.  
 

Table 94: Key PPOSS Findings for Bowls in Warwick 

 

Key Question Analysis 

What are the main characteristics of the 
current supply and demand for provision? 
 

There are currently 7 sites across Warwick with 11 greens. There are 7 clubs in the Study Area with a total estimated membership 
of 457 people (excluding Kenilworth Bowls Club) 

Is there enough accessible and secured 
community use provision to meet current 
demand? 
 

All 7 sites in the study are secured for community use, and based on membership figures provided by Bowls England, consultation 
and Active Lives participation rates, it likely that there is spare capacity for new bowls demand on all greens.  

Is the provision that is accessible of sufficient 
quality and appropriately maintained? 
 

Of the 11 greens, 9 were rated as good quality and 2 were rated as standard. Maintenance of all greens is of a good standard.  

What are the main characteristics of the future 
supply and demand for provision? 

Future population projections indicate a potential 479 additional players by 2050. Any future growth in demand can be satisfied with 
the current green stock and is likely to have little impact on the supply and demand balance in the study area.   
 

Is there enough accessible and secured 
community use provision to meet future 
demand? 
 

The potential increase in demand of 479 participants by 2050 is able to be met by the current green and club supply.  
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11 Athletics Analysis 
 

Introduction and Strategic Context 
 

11.1. England Athletics have three key facilities priorities as outlined below:  
 

¶ Priority One ï Ensure that the allocation of resources to new and existing track and field facilities is prioritised to those that have the greatest 
potential to impact positively on general participation, club membership growth and retention, and improved personal performance.  

 

¶ Priority Two - Actively encourage athletics and running facilities to be used to their fullest possible extent by the sport and by all sections of the 
community to maximise viability.  

 

¶ Priority Three - Encourage innovative approaches to the location and design of facilities for individual components of the sport to increase reach 
and create sustainability and viability.  

 
11.2. Table 95 highlights how England Athletics will aim to support these priorities.  

 
Table 95: England Athletics Key Priorities 

 

Priority One Priority Two Priority Three 

¶ Encourage all tracks to seek accreditation through 
TrackMark 

 

¶ Help venues to identify the level in the Hierarchy of 
Facilities that is most appropriate for them and 
support clubs and operators seeking to raise funding 
to maintain facilities at that level. 

 

¶ Prioritise new track and field facilities within multi-
sport hubs. 

 

¶ Seek to be actively involved in the development of 
local planning policies wherever possible. 

 

¶ Support new 200m indoor tracks and indoor athletics 
training facilities where there is a proven demand and 
a clear geographical gap in supply. 

 

¶ Support athletics clubs in discussions with facility 
operators and local authorities over the use of the 
track infield for other pitch sports and collate 
examples of good practice and design guidance  

 

¶ Support clubs and groups to ensure the facilities they 
use for athletics activity are accessible to all. 

 

¶ Help clubs to develop a strong partnership with facility 
owners/operators and will share examples of good 
practice. 

 

¶ Provide advice and guidance to clubs actively 
pursuing an asset transfer. 

 

¶ Help athletics and running clubs to become more 
professional and sustainable in how they operate. 

 

¶ Expect all new and refurbished floodlight schemes to 
deliver a minimum of 100lux across the whole of the 
track and the infield. 

 

¶ Support clubs in exploring options for improved 
environmental sustainability and will share examples 
of good practice. 

 

¶ Support the development of MiniTracks / Compact 
athletics facilities where there is a viable business 
case based  

 

¶ Consider supporting facility innovations involving non-
standard track shapes, designs and uses providing 
they are backed by a sound business case 
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Priority One Priority Two Priority Three 

¶ Encourage new partnerships between athletics clubs 
and schools that have available indoor facilities. 

 

¶ Continue to lobby bodies with an influence over urban 
design, to ensure that the needs of runners are 
considered alongside those of cyclists and 
pedestrians. 

 

¶ Continue to lobby for the free use of public parks and 
open spaces by runners and voluntary running 
groups. 

 

¶ Assist road running clubs that are looking for 
somewhere to meet, by introducing them to sports 
clubs in their area that have suitable facilities. 

 

 

Supply 
 

11.3. There is one purpose-built outdoor athletic facility in SA4 at Edmondscote Sports Ground. this is an 8 lane (10 sprint), 400m track with throwing and 
jumping (field) provision included, alongside good quality ancillary facilities. The track has UKA TrackMark accreditation. 
 

11.4. However, there are plans to relocate existing athletics provision to a new site at Leamington Spa Community Stadium. The development is proposed to 
be completed in 2028, and includes high quality athletics facilities, 5,000 seater community sports stadium, education establishments, health and 
wellbeing provision, hotel and a small residential development. England Athletics state that the careful design of the new development is vital to ensure 
potential usage is maximised and it is able to cater for any growth in future demand.  

 
11.5. England Athletics support the development and relocation of athletics provision but wish to ensure that existing facilities at Edmondscote are protected 

and retain TrackMark accreditation until the new facilities are open and relocation occurs. It is also important that the transition to the new facility is 
managed carefully to ensure that continuity of use for all users is sustained.  
 

11.6. England Athletics has a recommended drive time of 30 minutes for people to access synthetic track provision and a 40 minute drive time to access 
facilities that are suitable for competition. Based on these recommendations, Edmondscote Sports Ground is able to cater for the whole of the study 
area, as well as some adjacent areas in Stratford and Coventry. However, there are also a number of other athletic track facilities in the surrounding 
area that are utilised by participants in Warwick, such as Warwick University and Stratford-on-Avon Athletics Track.  
 

11.7. Map 11 shows the location of Edmondscote Athletics Track within Warwick.  
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Map 11: Athletics Site Audit in Warwick 
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Demand 
 

11.8. There are 4 athletics clubs in the study area; however, only 2 utilise formal athletic track facilities at Edmonscote.  
 
Table 96: Affiliated Athletics Clubs in Warwick 

 

Club Name Primary Venue Number of Athletes  

Kenilworth Runners Road 259 

Leamington Athletics Academy Edmondscote 397 

Leamington Cycling and Athletics Club Edmondscote 198 

Spa Striders Road 308 

 
11.9. Consultation suggests that there is a lack of available capacity at Edmondscote Sports Ground, with both clubs competing for access to the track at 

peak times, causing disagreements between them. The situation is worsened during the winter due to lack of access to indoor facilities, poor lighting 
and often unusable throw and jump facilities during wet and cold weather.  
 

11.10. A key objective for England Athletics is to maximise usage of athletics provision by informal users, by providing a pay and play option to facilities. 
However, consultation suggests that as there is no formal turnstile or method of collecting payment on site, many do not pay creating missed financial 
opportunities. Therefore, there is also an inability to record how many informal users are participating at Edmondscote, and clashes between informal 
community use and club use are frequent.  
 

11.11. As suggested above, it is vital that the new athletics track at Leamington Spa, takes the growth of athletics into consideration and provides effective and 
efficient ways to encourage pay and play informal usage of the facilities that allows community and clubs to exist side-by-side.  

 
Future Supply and Demand 
 

11.12. As previously mentioned, a priority for England Athletics is to maximise opportunities for people to take part in informal activity. EA suggests that the 
development of a compact New:Gen athletic facility, delivered on multi-sport sites should be explored wherever possible. New:Gen facilities aim to 
provide affordable, accessible, innovative and inspiring spaces that reflect the changing needs of the 21st century population and encourage people of 
all ages to run, jump and throw. Table 97 provides an overview of currently available New:Gen facility options.  

  








