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Appendix A: SA Framework 
 

 SA Objective Decision making criteria:  Will the option/proposal… Indicators (this list is not exhaustive) 

1 

Climate change: 

Reduce the authorities’ contribution 
towards the causes of climate change 
and adapt to the anticipated effects of 
climate change. 

• Help to reduce the per capita carbon footprint in the plan 
area? 

• Help to reduce reliance on personal car use? 

• Encourage renewable energy generation or use of 
energy from renewable sources? 

• Ensure that sustainable construction principles are 
integrated into developments, including energy efficient 
building design? 

• Encourage climate change resilience? 

• Include measures to adapt to anticipated effects of 
climate change?  

• GHG emissions from domestic and 
industrial/commercial sources 

• Energy generation/use from renewable or low-
carbon sources 

• Proximity of development to public transport links 

• Encourage active travel to local services and 
amenities 

• Incorporation of GI measures to reduce overheating 
in summer, such as publicly accessible green space 
and tree planting to support urban cooling 

• Implementation of adaptive techniques in building 
design e.g. passive heating/cooling 

2 

Flood risk: 

Reduce and plan for flood risk including 
anticipated levels as a result of climate 
change. 

• Avoid development in areas at high risk of flooding and 
seek to reduce flood risk? 

• Increase green infrastructure (GI) coverage and 
connectivity? 

• Promote the use of technologies to adapt to the impacts 
of climate change? 

• Ensure that development is resilient to the effects of 
extreme weather events? 

• Include measures to reduce the risk of flooding?  

• Development located in areas at greater risk of 
fluvial and surface water flooding and mitigation 
measures required to mitigate flood risk 

• Provision of sustainable drainage systems (SuDS) 

• Provision and connectivity of Green and Blue 
Infrastructure 

• Use of climate change allowances regarding flood 
risk, appropriate to the development type  

3 

Biodiversity and geodiversity:  

Protect, enhance and manage 
biodiversity and geodiversity. 

• Protect, maintain or enhance features of biological and 
geological importance? 

• Support the positive management of local biodiversity 
and geodiversity sites? 

• Contribute towards the wider GI and ecological 
network?  

• Deliver biodiversity net gain? 

• Create opportunities for biodiversity to adapt to a 
changing climate? 

• Potential impacts on sites designated for their 
biological or geological interest 

• Protection and enhancement of priority habitats 

• Measures to protect and/or enhance opportunities 
for priority species 

• Provision, connectivity and management of GI to 
enhance the habitat network 

• Biological quality of watercourses 
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 SA Objective Decision making criteria:  Will the option/proposal… Indicators (this list is not exhaustive) 

4 

Landscape: 

Conserve, enhance and manage the 
quality and character of landscapes and 
townscapes. 

• Safeguard and enhance local character and 
distinctiveness and strengthen sense of place? 

• Protect and enhance visual amenity? 

• Restore and enhance degraded landscapes or 
townscapes? 

• Protect and enhance the special character of nationally 
designated landscapes? 

• Affect the purposes of the Green Belt, such as, prevent 
coalescence of settlements and urban sprawl? 

• Effects on the special qualities of nationally 
designated landscapes, such as the Cotswolds 
National Landscape 

• Identified local landscape characteristics and 
sensitivities within the published Landscape 
Character Assessment or any published landscape 
sensitivity assessment 

• Impact on views and tranquillity 

• Re-use of brownfield land and/or derelict buildings 

• Development in the Green Belt 

• The quality of streetscapes and the public realm 

5 

Cultural heritage: 

Conserve and enhance the historic 
environment in an appropriate manner to 
the significance of heritage assets and 
their setting. 

• Conserve and/or enhance the significance of designated 
and non-designated heritage assets including their 
settings where this contributes to significance? 

• Respect, maintain and strengthen local character, 
distinctiveness and sense of place? 

• Sustain and enhance the significance of heritage assets 
by putting them to viable use, increase public access or 
understanding and/or encourage tourism which are 
consistent with their conservation? 

• Re-use/retain historic buildings or fabric, or improve 
their energy efficiency?  

• Conserve or enhance archaeological sites/remains? 

• Potential impacts on heritage assets including Listed 
Buildings, Scheduled Monuments, Conservation 
Areas and Registered Parks and Gardens and their 
settings 

• Potential impacts on identified locally important 
heritage assets or archaeological features 

• Historic assets on Historic England’s Heritage at 
Risk register 

• Historic characterisation and sensitivity studies 

• Effects on features identified in the Historic 
Environment Record (HER) 

6 

Pollution: 

Reduce pollution and mitigate adverse 
impacts from existing air, water, soil and 
noise pollution and avoid generating 
further pollution. 

• Help to improve air quality and avoid generating further 
air pollution? 

• Avoid locating residents or employees in areas of poor 
air quality? 

• Help to improve water quality and avoid generating 
further pollution to watercourses or groundwater? 

• Remediate land affected by ground contamination? 

• Help to reduce noise pollution and avoid generating 
further noise disturbance? 

• Reduce pollution? 

• Receptors located within, or in proximity to, Air 
Quality Management Areas (AQMA) 

• Areas of NO2 or PM25 exceedance 

• Proximity to main roads 

• Watercourse and groundwater quality 

• Remediation of contaminated land 
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 SA Objective Decision making criteria:  Will the option/proposal… Indicators (this list is not exhaustive) 

7 

Natural resources: 

Protect and conserve natural resources 
including soil, water and minerals. 

• Make use of previously developed, degraded or under-
used land? 

• Minimise the loss of best and most versatile (BMV) 
agricultural land? 

• Avoid loss or sterilisation of mineral resources? 

• Ensure efficient use of water resources and seek 
opportunities for water recycling? 

• Re-use of previously developed or brownfield land 

• Area of potential BMV land 

• Potential sterilisation of land within Mineral 
Safeguarding Areas 

• Remediation of contaminated land 

8 

Waste: 

Reduce waste generation and disposal 
and support sustainable management of 
waste. 

• Maximise the re-use, recycling and composting of 
waste? 

• Minimise and where possible avoid the generation of 
excess waste during construction and occupation of 
development? 

• Household waste generation 

• Industrial/commercial waste generation 

• Rates of recycling and composting 

• Capacity of waste management facilities 

9 

Housing: 

Provide affordable, high quality and 
environmentally sound housing for all. 

• Provide a suitable mix and tenure of housing including 
affordable homes and homes suitable for first-time 
buyers? 

• Provide housing suitable to accommodate the ageing 
population? 

• Meet the needs of the Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling 
Showpeople communities?  

• Ensure that the best use is made of existing housing 
stock? 

• Housing stock 

• Provision of varied housing mix 

• Provision of affordable housing 

• Provision of care homes or sheltered 
accommodation 

• Gypsies and Travellers accommodation 

• Meeting the need for custom and self-build homes 

10 

Health: 

Safeguard and improve community 
health, safety and wellbeing. 

• Improve access to local health and leisure facilities? 

• Provide good access to open spaces and the GI 
network? 

• Facilitate active travel and encourage healthy lifestyles? 

• Ensure the needs of the ageing population are met? 

• Create safe neighbourhoods and support community 
cohesion? 

• Reduce crime and the fear of crime? 

• Proximity to sources of air pollution (e.g. AQMAs 
and main roads) 

• Proximity to NHS hospital 

• Proximity to GP surgery 

• Provision and accessibility of public green spaces 
and recreation facilities 

• Connectivity to pedestrian and cycle networks 

• Indices of Multiple Deprivation/Lower Super Output 
Areas 

• Health indicators 

• Rates of crime 
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 SA Objective Decision making criteria:  Will the option/proposal… Indicators (this list is not exhaustive) 

11 

Accessibility: 

Improve accessibility, increase the 
proportion of travel by sustainable modes 
and reduce the need to travel. 

• Reduce the need to travel and/or reduce travel time? 

• Support a modal shift away from personal car use? 

• Maximise opportunities for access via a range of 
sustainable transport modes including walking, cycling 
and public transport? 

• Proximity to bus stop and frequency of bus services 

• Proximity and accessibility to railway stations 

• Proximity to local shops, facilities and employment 
opportunities 

• Connectivity to pedestrian and cycle networks 

12 

Education: 

Increase access to education and 
improve attainment to develop and 
maintain a skilled workforce. 

• Provide or improve sustainable access to education and 
training opportunities? 

• Support the provision of an appropriately skilled 
workforce? 

• Support opportunities for community enterprises and the 
voluntary sector? 

• Proximity to primary and secondary schools 

• Capacity of primary and secondary schools 

• Access to higher education opportunities 

• Qualification levels e.g. National Vocational 
Qualifications 

13 

Economy: 

Ensure sufficient employment land and 
premises are available to develop and 
support diverse, innovative and 
sustainable growth. 

• Provide or improve sustainable access to a range of 
employment opportunities? 

• Protect and create jobs? 

• Encourage business start-ups in the plan area? 

• Protect and enhance the vitality and viability of existing 
employment areas? 

• Protect and enhance the vitality and viability of town 
centres? 

• Access to employment opportunities 

• Provision of employment floorspace 

• Support for town centres and town centre 
regeneration 

• Number of vacant units  

• Rates of unemployment  

 


