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C.1 Overview 

C.1.1 Purpose of this document 

 This appendix provides a summary of the consultation responses received during the 

Sustainability Appraisal (SA) process to date, and how the comments received have been 

considered. 

 The SA Scoping Report (2022)1 was issued to the statutory bodies Natural England, 

Historic England and the Environment Agency for consultation between 23rd June and 4th 

August 2022.  Table C.2.1 provides a summary of the consultation responses received 

and indicates how the comments received have influenced the SA process. 

 The Regulation 18 Issues and Options SA (2023)2 provided an evaluation of various 

options considered by the Councils in the preparation of the SWLP at the Issues and 

Options stage.  It was published alongside the SWLP Issues and Options document for 

consultation with statutory consultees, stakeholders and the general public between 9 th 

January and 13th March 2023.  Table C.3.1 provides a summary of the consultation 

responses received and indicates how the comments received have influenced the SA 

process.   

 The Regulation 18 Preferred Options SA Report (2024)3 was prepared to evaluate the 

likely sustainability effects of reasonable alternatives and draft policy directions identified 

by the Councils as part of this plan making stage.  The Preferred Spatial Options 

Consultation was held between 10th January and 7th March 2025.  Table C.4.1 provides a 

summary of the consultation responses received and indicates how the comments 

received have influenced the SA process.   

 
1 Lepus Consulting (2022) Sustainability Appraisal of the South Warwickshire Local Plan: Scoping Report. June 2022.  

Available at: https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/swlp/technical-evidence.cfm [Date accessed: 05/05/26] 

2 Lepus Consulting (2022) Sustainability Appraisal of the South Warwickshire Local Plan: Regulation 18 Issues and Options 

Stage.  Volumes 1-3.  November 2022.  Available at: https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/swlp/technical-evidence.cfm [Date 

accessed: 05/05/26] 

3 Lepus Consulting (2024) Sustainability Appraisal of the South Warwickshire Local Plan: Regulation 18 Preferred Options.  

Volumes 1-2.  December 2024.  Available at: https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/swlp/technical-evidence.cfm [Date 

accessed: 05/05/26] 

https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/swlp/technical-evidence.cfm
https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/swlp/technical-evidence.cfm
https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/swlp/technical-evidence.cfm
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C.2 Scoping 

Table C.2.1: Consultation responses to the SA Scoping Report (2022) 

Consultee Summary of consultation response Incorporation into the SA 

Natural 
England 

• European sites: Highlighted potential functional 
linkages for migratory fish from the River Severn and 
the River Humber Estuaries SPA and Ramsar sites, 
due to the SWLP area’s location within the hydrological 
catchments of these rivers.  “Maintaining or achieving a 
good standard of water quality and sufficient flows is a 
necessary consideration when considering the potential 
impact of plans and projects on functionally linked 
watercourses and longer term there should be an 
aspiration to restore connectivity by removing barriers 
and to improve the quality of our freshwater habitats … 
We advise that summary of current baseline describing 
biodiversity should be updated to reflect this emerging 
theme. Although these matters will be considered as 
part of the Habitats Regulations Assessment, they may 
also play role in potential changes to the existing 
baseline and should be considered in the SA as and 
when appropriate”. 

• Soils: Recommended use of the 1:250000 ALC data to 
distinguish between ALC grades 3a (BMV) and 3b 
(which is not BMV) where mapping evidence is 
available.  

• Population and Health: Recommended Natural 
England’s Green Infrastructure Mapping Database is 
used to understand further if the provision of the 
informal recreation resource is sufficient for the future 
proposed growth within the Plan area. 

• PPP Review: “…we advise that the following types of 
plans relating to the natural environment should be 
considered where applicable to your plan area; 

• Green infrastructure strategies 

• Biodiversity plans 

• Rights of Way Improvement Plans 

• River basin management plans 

• AONB and National Park management plans. 

• Relevant landscape plans and strategies.” 

• The potential for effects 
on functionally linked 
land to European 
designated sites has 
been considered at each 
stage of the SA process, 
in the context of 
downstream water 
quality impacts. 

• No further mapping 
evidence has been 
available to identify BMV 
land in South 
Warwickshire (ALC 
Grade 3a) and so the SA 
has continued to take a 
precautionary approach 
assuming that Grade 3 
may represent BMV 
land. 

• The PPP Review has 
incorporated various 
documents related to 
those mentioned by 
Natural England and has 
been reviewed and 
updated further at the 
Regulation 19 stage 
(see Appendix B). 

Historic 
England  

• “Historic England strongly advises that the conservation 
team of your authority and your archaeological advisors 
are closely involved throughout the preparation of the 
SA of the South Warwickshire Local Plan. They are 
best placed to advise on; local historic environment 
issues and priorities, including access to data held in 
the HER; how the policy or proposal can be tailored to 
minimise potential adverse impacts on the historic 
environment; the nature and design of any required 
mitigation measures; and opportunities for securing 
wider benefits for the future conservation and 
management of heritage assets” 

• Baseline data: Recommend specific heritage at risk 
features are mentioned and the latest conservation 
area boundaries are used.  Support the references to 
medieval wool churches and historic trails which are 
important within the Cotswolds National Landscape.  

• The latest available 
heritage asset data from 
Historic England and the 
South Warwickshire 
Councils has been used 
to inform the SA 
process. 

• No consistent data has 
been available regarding 
non-designated heritage 
assets and 
archaeological features 
to inform the SA 
assessments across the 
SWLP area.  It was 
however recommended 
in Chapter 9 of the 
Preferred Options SA 
that this was explored 
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Consultee Summary of consultation response Incorporation into the SA 

Suggest that Historic England’s Climate Change 
Strategy (March 2022) is referenced in the SA. 

• Key sustainability issues: “…other sustainability 
issues should be included here, such as improving the 
energy efficiency of historic buildings and taking into 
account their embodied carbon value when considering 
the retention and re-use, versus their replacement.” 

• SA Framework: “we suggest amending the word 
‘protect’ to ‘conserve’ to ensure that the wording is 
better aligned with that of the NPPF and also suggest 

adding ‘and its setting’ after ‘asset’”. 

“…non-designated heritage assets should be 
specifically referenced and that reference should also 
be made to archaeological remains … We also suggest 
adding some further decision-making criteria to reflect 
all of the Key Sustainability Issues identified under this 
theme, as well as wider sustainability issues regarding 
the historic environment, such as: 

• Promote opportunities for celebrating heritage and 
engaging the local population to enhance the 
understanding of South Warwickshire’s historic 
environment 

• Improve the energy efficiency of historic buildings 

• Re-use/retain historic buildings or fabric”. 

• PPP Review: Historic England recommended that the 
PPP review be expanded to include relevant 
international conventions, national legislation, and up-
to-date guidance on heritage, design and climate 
change. 

• Methodology: “Historic England is concerned that it is 
not clear from the document as to how impacts will be 
evaluated, as there is no evaluation method, or scoring 
mechanism, for assessment included”. 

further for the potential 
development locations. 

• The SA Framework was 
updated to take these 
comments into account 
(see Appendix A). 

• The PPP Review has 
incorporated various 
documents related to 
those mentioned by 
Historic England and 
has been reviewed and 
updated further at the 
Regulation 19 stage 
(see Appendix B).  This 
does not include 
legislation i.e. Acts of 
Parliament. 

• The methodology used 
to evaluate policy 
options and reasonable 
alternatives was 
presented in Chapter 2 
of the Regulation 18 
Issues and Options SA 
Report and subsequent 
Regulation 18 Preferred 
Options SA Report, and 
Chapter 4 of the 
Regulation 19 SA. 

Environment 
Agency 

No comments received at this stage. N/A 
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C.3 Regulation 18 Issues and Options  

Table C.3.1: Consultation responses to the Regulation 18 Issues and Options SA (2023) 

Consultee Summary / extract of comment Incorporation into the SA 

Natural 
England 

“Natural England welcomes the SA report prepared for the 
Issues and Options stage of the SWLP. We generally agree 
with the SEA Topic methodologies and assumptions applied 
to the appraisal process for SA Objectives. We note the 

current limitations to the assessment process and 
assumptions. We support recommendations for further 
research recommended on the biodiversity assessment and 
landscape assessment of Broad Locations. We would be 
happy to provide detailed comments on SA of the SWLP 
once the preferred options have been selected.” 

Comments noted; no 
response required. 

Historic 
England 

Historic England supports inclusion of the cultural heritage 
objective but recommends strengthening the evidence base, 
including use of the Historic Environment Record (HER) and 
forthcoming Heritage and Settlement Sensitivity 
Assessment. It acknowledges current limitations at Issues 
and Options stage but emphasises that impacts will depend 
on site-specific factors not yet defined. It broadly agrees with 
‘uncertain’ impact ratings for most options but considers 
Option 5 (dispersed growth) should also be classified as 
having uncertain effects due to lack of assessment. 
Reference is made to relevant Historic England guidance to 
inform future SA work. 

The methodology was 
updated in the Preferred 
Options SA and has been 
reviewed at the Regulation 19 
stage to take into account the 
latest available evidence (see 
Chapter 4 and Appendix E). 

Environment 
Agency 

No comments received at this stage. N/A 

Various 
(developers, 
individuals, 
parish 
councils, 
etc.) – 
Housing 
numbers 

General support for HEDNA-based projections, but concerns 
over limited explanation of SA scoring and lack of detailed 
appendix. Uncertainty noted due to absence of locational 
detail. 

Additional housing number 
options have been identified 
by the Councils and evaluated 
in Appendix D of the 
Regulation 19 SA. 

Various – SA 
methodology 

Concerns methodology is unclear, too high-level, lacks 
transparency in scoring/indicators, and does not fully 
consider smaller sites or improvement opportunities. Some 
technical concerns over scoring and diagrams. 

The methodology was 
clarified and expanded in the 
Preferred Options SA, 
however it should be noted 
that SA is strategic and high-
level.  See Chapter 4 and 
Appendix E for the latest 
iteration of the methodology. 

Various – 
Mitigation 

Calls for more detailed mitigation, particularly site-specific; 
some disagreement on whether mitigation has been 
adequately considered. 

Mitigation has been revisited 
at each SA stage, including in 
Appendix J and Chapters 7-
15 of the Regulation 19 SA. 

Various – 
Green Belt 

Strong opposition to Green Belt development; concerns SA 
does not reflect Green Belt purposes or local context 
accurately. High value placed on Green Belt benefits. 

A ‘policy-off’ approach was 
applied at Issues and Options 
stage; the Regulation 19 SA 
incorporates the Green Belt 
Assessment and updated 
reasonable alternatives (see 
Appendices F, G and H). 

Various – 
Biodiversity 

Requests for stronger emphasis on biodiversity/geodiversity 
and higher biodiversity net gain; concern about impacts on 
habitats. 

Biodiversity has been 
considered throughout the SA 
process in SA Objective 3, 
and within Chapter 8 of the 
Regulation 19 SA.  



R19 SA of the South Warwickshire Local Plan – Appendix C: Consultation Responses  July 2026 

LC-1421_SWLP_R19_SA_Appendix C_Consultation Responses_5_020726EG.docx 

© Lepus Consulting for Stratford-on-Avon and Warwick District Councils C5 

Consultee Summary / extract of comment Incorporation into the SA 

Various – 
Transport & 
accessibility 

Concerns about lack of consideration of connectivity, 
transport networks, funding, and overly simplistic scoring. 
Support for locating development near public transport. 

Connectivity and accessibility 
have been considered 
throughout the SA process in 
SA Objective 11, and within 
Chapters 7, 9 and 13 of the 
Regulation 19 SA. 

Various – 
Economic & 
employment 

Need for sufficient employment land; concerns about loss of 
agricultural land and balance between housing and jobs. 

The latest overall employment 
requirement has been 
evaluated in Appendix D of 
the Regulation 19 SA. 

Various – 
Reasonable 
alternatives 

Strong view that more alternatives should be assessed, 
including specific locations suggested by consultees. 

Further reasonable alternative 
new settlements, strategic 
growth locations and non-
strategic sites have been 
evaluated in Appendix F, G 
and H of the Regulation 19 
SA. 

Various – 
Flooding 

Significant concern about flood risk, need for stronger policy, 
more detail, and investment in mitigation; climate change 
impacts highlighted. 

Flood risk has been 
considered throughout the SA 
process in SA Objective 2, 
and within Chapter 15 of the 
Regulation 19 SA. 

Various – 
Climate 
change 

Calls for stronger prioritisation of climate change and more 
ambitious mitigation of emissions. 

The SWLP councils have 
commissioned a range of 
climate change evidence 
studies which have informed 
the evaluation against the 
‘climatic factors’ topic in 
Chapter 9. 
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C.4 Regulation 18 Preferred Options 

Table C.4.1: Consultation responses to the Regulation 18 Preferred Options SA (2024) 

Consultee Summary / extracts of consultation response Incorporation into the SA 

Natural 
England 

No specific comment on SA, but generic advice provided: 

“Sustainability Appraisal incorporating Strategic 
Environmental Assessment: it should be clear how this 
has informed and provided justification for the sites 
selected for allocation assessed against reasonable 
alternatives. Recommendations and findings from the 
assessments should also be used to inform mitigation 
measures and design principles for the allocated sites”. 

The Regulation 19 SA 
documents the Councils 
reasons for selection or 
rejection of each reasonable 
alternative site considered in 
the SA process (see 
Appendix K).  Chapter 18 
outlines ways in which the 
SA has influenced the Plan. 

Historic 
England 

Supports SA Objective 5: Cultural Heritage but 

recommends fuller use of evidence, including the Heritage 
and Settlement Sensitivity Assessment and HER, alongside 
relevant guidance.   

Concur with the SA findings that New Settlement C1 (Land 
south of Kingswood) is the most sensitive location in terms 
of the potential for substantial harm to the significance of 
heritage assets and recommend it is unsuitable for 
progression. 

Agree with the recommendations included in Chapter 9 of 
the SA including that Heritage Impact Assessments and 
archaeological surveys are carried out for the SLGs and the 
New Settlement options. 

HE's advice notes have 
been referred to in the 
preparation of the SA. 

The Heritage and Settlement 
Sensitivity Assessment has 
been used in the evaluation 
of reasonable alternative 
sites for SA Objective 5: 
Cultural Heritage (see 
Appendix E, F, G and H). 

The SA Framework has 
been amended to include 
reference to the HER (see 
Appendix A). 

Environment 
Agency 

No response received. N/A 

Cotswold 
National 
Landscape 

No specific comments on the Sustainability Appraisal (SA) 
itself, but it is referenced in the context of objections to SGL 
17 (Shipston-on-Stour) and New Settlement E1 (Long 
Marston Airfield). 

SGL 17 Shipston-on-Stour 

The SA identifies likely impacts on long-distance views 
from the Cotswolds National Landscape (CNL). The site 
lies 1.6 to 3.2km from the CNL boundary. Development, 
particularly at sites RefID 148 and 747 (81ha combined) 
and RefID 689, may be visually intrusive and affect views, 
including from Ebrington Hill. A minor negative landscape 
impact is identified, although concerns remain given the 
scale of development. 

There are also concerns about increased traffic movements 
on roads within and along the CNL boundary. 

Further assessment is recommended regarding: 

• Impacts on views to and from the CNL  

• Traffic increases affecting the CNL  

Sites RefID 148, 747 and 689 should be removed. Smaller 
sites may be acceptable as they better reflect the existing 
settlement pattern. 

New Settlement Location E1 (Long Marston Airfield) 

The SA identifies E1 as the worst-performing new 
settlement in landscape terms, with likely significant 
adverse effects on the CNL and its setting (just 45m away), 
as well as on local character, views, and coalescence. 

Key concerns include impacts on: 

The Regulation 19 SA in 

Appendix F and G sets out 
the updated assessment of 
revised SGLs and new 
settlement reasonable 
alternatives progressed 
since the previous stage of 
plan making, some of which 
have amended boundaries 
since the Regulation 18 
stage.  The Councils outline 
reasons for selection and 
rejection are set out in 
Appendix K. 
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Consultee Summary / extracts of consultation response Incorporation into the SA 

• Scenic beauty (notably views from PRoWs on 
Meon Hill);  

• Tranquillity (including increased traffic);  

• The setting of the Meon Hill scheduled monument; 
and  

• Dark skies.  

Further assessment is required. If E1 proceeds in revised 
form: 

• Avoid coalescence between Meon Vale and Long 
Marston Airfield, and with Lower/Upper Quinton;  

• Avoid eastward or northward expansion; and  

• Limit development so traffic increases within/along 
the CNL do not exceed 10%. 

Home 
Builders 
Federation 

Draft Policy Direction 7 – Green Belt 

The representation argues that recent national Green Belt 
guidance should be fully reflected in the Plan, including a 
review of Green Belt boundaries. It states that Green Belt is 
a policy designation rather than an environmental 
constraint and that sustainability appraisal of site locations 
should be undertaken without Green Belt considerations 
initially, with Green Belt applied later in policy decisions. It 
also requests further evidence on Green Belt to inform 
spatial strategy choices, full public availability of that 
evidence, and a further Regulation 18 consultation to allow 
this to be properly considered. 

Draft Policy Direction 8 – Density 

The representation states that assumptions on density and 
opportunities for densification should be fully integrated into 
the spatial strategy and SA process. It also emphasises the 
need for density assumptions to inform viability and 
deliverability testing of sites and suggests this further 
supports the need for another Regulation 18 consultation. 

A ‘policy-off’ approach was 

applied at the Issues and 
Options stage, recognising 
that the SA assesses 
potential development 
locations against a full range 
of sustainability factors 
rather than Green Belt 
purposes alone. The 
Regulation 19 SA 
incorporates the Green Belt 
Assessment and other 
updated evidence base 
documents, including those 
in Appendices F, G and H. 

In relation to density, the SA 
assesses the sites and 
policy options identified by 
the Council, taking account 
of any stated development 
assumptions where relevant. 

Nuneaton 
and 
Bedworth 
Borough 
Council 

Passing mention of SA in support of Draft Policy Direction 
1: 

“NBBC would be in favour of this preferred approach being 
explored further, as South Warwickshire progress with 
developing the SWLP, taking into consideration the 
implications of Green Belt locations, the Sustainability 
Appraisal outcomes and the new 2024 NPPF Standard 
Method housing figures. As the SWLP is only at the 
Regulation 18 stage of plan-making, the new 2024 NPPF 
Standard Method figures are applicable after 12th March 
2025 and therefore, must be accommodated in future 
iterations of this Plan.” 

And for non-strategic employment need: 

“NBBC would be in favour of this preferred approach being 
explored further as South Warwickshire progress with 
developing the SWLP, taking into consideration the 
implications of Green Belt locations, the Sustainability 
Appraisal outcomes and the new 2024 NPPF Standard 
Method housing figures.” 

Additional housing number 
options and an employment 
number option have been 
identified by the Councils 
and evaluated in Appendix 
D of the Regulation 19 SA. 

The Regulation 19 SA 
includes an assessment of 
updated SWLP policies in 
Appendix I. 

Warwickshire 
Wildlife Trust 

Strong objection to proposed new settlements (particularly 

scale of 6,000 homes) due to potential significant impacts 
on designated wildlife sites, habitats and ecological 
corridors. Concerns that site selection does not adequately 
consider biodiversity constraints, including Local Wildlife 

A ‘policy-off’ approach was 

applied at Issues and 
Options stage, recognising 
that the SA assesses 
greenfield development 
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Consultee Summary / extracts of consultation response Incorporation into the SA 

Sites and SSSIs, and that Green Belt impacts have not 
been fully assessed. Development is considered likely to 
harm protected species and reduce access to nature. 

against a broader range of 
factors than Green Belt 
purposes alone. The 
Regulation 19 SA 
incorporates the Green Belt 
Assessment and other 
updated evidence – see 
Appendices F, G and H.  
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