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F.1 Introduction 
 The purpose of this appendix 

F.1.1.1 This appendix provides an appraisal of 22 potential Strategic Growth Locations (SGLs), 
identified by the South Warwickshire Councils.  The SGLs set out potential locations for 
large-scale and strategic growth and will be considered as one source of growth to meet a 
proportion of the identified housing and employment needs for 2025-2050.   

F.1.1.2 The assessments have been carried out using the red line boundary and development 
proposal information provided by the Councils, as set out in Table F.1.1.  The location of 
each SGL is shown in Figure F.1.1.  Specific development boundaries may be subject to 
change over the plan-making process.  

F.1.1.3 At the previous Regulation 18 Preferred Options stage, a total of 24 reasonable alternative 
SGLs were identified and appraised1.  Through the plan-making process, these options 
have been refined to reflect updated evidence and site assessment work.   

F.1.1.4 The SGLs have been assessed for likely impacts on each of the 13 SA Objectives, as 
outlined in the SA Framework (see Appendix A).  Likely sustainability impacts have been 
set out in tables within each SA Objective chapter, in accordance with the methodology 
set out in Appendix E.   

F.1.1.5 It should be noted that whilst every effort has been made to predict effects accurately, the 
sustainability impacts have been assessed at a high level and are reliant upon the current 
understanding of the baseline.  These assessments have been based on information 
provided by the Councils, as well as expert judgement. 

F.1.1.6 A high-level ranking exercise has been undertaken for the SGLs, where the five best and 
worst performing options have been identified under each SA Objective.  These are not 
ranked in any particular order besides the SGL that has been identified as the overall best 
or worst performing option.  It must be acknowledged that rankings are not prescriptive 
and are limited by the methodology and data available to inform assessments.  Any attempt 
to accurately predict a best or worst performing option can only be approximate because 
the assessment process and outputs are high-level.  

F.1.1.7 Throughout the assessment narrative in this appendix, a number of recommendations 
have been made for further surveys to improve granularity of assessment, as well as 
recommendations to carefully consider the layout and design of new development and any 
accompanying green infrastructure (GI) provision and other supporting uses to avoid, 
reduce or mitigate identified adverse effects.   

F.1.1.8 Mitigation measures have been identified and described within each SA Objective chapter, 
reflecting the specific issues relevant to each topic area. Further detail on overarching and 
site-level mitigation is also provided in Appendix J.  

 
1 Lepus Consulting (2024) Sustainability Appraisal of the South Warwickshire Local Plan: Regulation 18 Preferred Options. 
Volumes 1-2. December 2024. Available at: https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/swlp/technical-evidence.cfm [Date 
accessed: 02/07/26] 
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Table F.1.1: Strategic growth location details 

SGL 
reference SGL name SGL area 

(ha) SGL use Housing 
capacity 

Employment 
capacity 

(ha) 

Gypsy and 
Traveller 
capacity 

SG01 South of Coventry 294.80 Residential 4,015 0 0 

SG02 Stoneleigh Park 
Employment 188.30 Employment 0 82.30 0 

SG03 Coventry Airport 117.27 Employment 0 0 0 
SG04 South of Kenilworth 60.00 Residential 776 0 0 
SG05 East of Lillington 83.00 Residential 1,455 0 0 
SG06 North of Leamington 146.03 Residential 2,017 0 0 

SG07 Wedgnock Park Farm 
Employment 113.68 Employment 0 71.16 0 

SG08 West of Warwick 51.00 Residential 850 0 0 
SG09 South of Europa Way 203.85 Mixed 655 121.00 6 plots 
SG10 Bishops Tachbrook 122.00 Residential 1,720 0 0 
SG12 Southam 208.00 Mixed 3,122 2.80 13 pitches  

SG13 Gaydon Lighthorne 
Heath 558.00 Employment 0 157.00 8 plots 

SG15 North of Wellesbourne 363.80 Mixed 1,331 27.00 9 pitches  
SG16 South of Wellesbourne 96.63 Employment 0 62.81 0 

SG18(N) West of Stratford-upon-
Avon (North of A422) 37.67 Residential 777 0 0 

SG18(S) West of Stratford-upon-
Avon (South of A422) 64.00 Residential 687 0 4 pitches  

SG19 East of Stratford-upon-
Avon 174.45 Residential 2,727 0 15 pitches  

SG20 Bidford-on-Avon  221.00 Mixed  2,225 11.00 8 pitches  

SG23 North of Henley-in-
Arden 125.30 Mixed 2,084 3.30 9 pitches  

COV.3 South of Coventry 
(Kings Hill) 268.29 Residential 4,000* 0 0 

COV.4 Gateway South, South 
of Coventry 182.17 Employment 0 71.80 0 

COV.5 Whitley South, South of 
Coventry 16.41 Employment 0 16.30 0 
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F.2 SA Objective 1: Climate Change 
 Potential increase in carbon footprint 

F.2.1.1 The proposed development is likely to result in an increase in greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions associated with construction and occupation of new homes and businesses, 
energy and water consumption and increases in local road transport with associated 
emissions.   

F.2.1.2 SG01, SG04, SG05, SG06, SG10, SG12, SG15, SG18(N), SG18(S), SG19, SG20, COV.3 
and SG23 are proposed for residential-led development over the 1% threshold described 
in the methodology (see Appendix E).  The large amount of growth associated with the 
SGLs will be expected to result in a significant contribution towards South Warwickshire’s 
total GHG emissions, particularly in previously undeveloped locations where a greater 
proportion of soil resources and associated carbon stores are likely to be lost.  A major 
negative impact is expected across the residential-led SGLs. SG08 and SG09 are 
proposed for residential-led development of 493 and 558 dwellings, which is over the 0.1% 
threshold, but below the 1% threshold.  A minor negative impact is recorded for these two 
SGLs.  

F.2.1.3 Seven of the SGLs (SG02, SG03, SG07, SG13, SG16, COV.4 and COV.5) are proposed 
solely for employment use, where contextual details regarding the specific nature and 
scale of development each site will incorporate is currently unknown.  Consequently, the 
impact that these SGLs may have with regard to South Warwickshire’s GHG emissions as 
a whole is uncertain. 

Table F.2.1: Assessment of SGLs against SA Objective 1: Climate Change 

SGL no. Strategic Growth Location Potential increase in carbon footprint 

SG01 South of Coventry -- 
SG02 Stoneleigh Park Employment +/- 
SG03 Coventry Airport +/- 
SG04 South of Kenilworth -- 
SG05 East of Lillington -- 
SG06 North of Leamington -- 
SG07 Wedgnock Park Farm Employment +/- 
SG08 West of Warwick - 
SG09 South of Europa Way - 
SG10 Bishop’s Tachbrook -- 
SG12 Southam -- 
SG13 Gaydon Lighthorne Heath +/- 
SG15 North of Wellesbourne -- 
SG16 South of Wellesbourne +/- 
SG18 (N) West of Stratford-upon-Avon (North) -- 
SG18 (S) West of Stratford-upon-Avon (South) -- 
SG19 East of Stratford-upon-Avon  -- 
SG20 North and East of Bidford-on-Avon -- 
SG23 North of Henley-in-Arden -- 
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SGL no. Strategic Growth Location Potential increase in carbon footprint 

COV.3 South of Coventry (Kings Hill) -- 
COV.4 Gateway South, South of Coventry +/- 
COV.5 Whitley South, South of Coventry +/- 

 Ranking 

F.2.2.1 SGLs have not been fully ranked against climate change, where the assessment is based 
on limited data solely relating to their housing capacities.  The indicative capacity of each 
of the SGLs would be the only information available to inform the ranking, potentially 
introducing bias by assuming emissions will increase with the number of new homes.  More 
detail regarding impacts relating to climate change can be seen in Flood Risk (SA 
Objective 2), Pollution (SA Objective 6), and Accessibility (SA Objective 11).  A more 
detailed carbon footprinting exercise could allow for more meaningful evaluation, as well 
as any further detail on the potential for SGLs to draw on low-carbon and renewable 
technologies, as discussed in section F.2.3 below. 

F.2.2.2 Omitting employment-led SGLs where there is greater uncertainty in the end use and 
nature/extent of any GHG emissions, the majority of SGLs with residential capacity are 
expected to result in significant adverse impacts on climate change, where the proposed 
scale of development is expected to lead to a significant increase in GHG emissions in the 
SWLP area.  Based on housing capacity alone, SG09 (655 homes) represents the lowest 
potential contribution to GHG emissions, while SG01 (4,015 homes) represents the 
highest. This ordering should be interpreted as a simple proxy based on scale rather than 
a robust performance ranking. 

 Mitigation potential  

F.2.3.1 Given the large scale of development proposed, including a high number of new homes 
associated with the SGLs, the potential to sufficiently reduce the increased demand for 
energy resources and associated greenhouse gas emissions is limited. However, SWLP 
policies relating to climate change, including Policies NZ.1–NZ.8 and relevant 
infrastructure and design policies, will support reductions in emissions through improved 
energy efficiency, Net Zero targets, the integration of renewable and decentralised energy 
systems, sustainable transport provision, and the protection and enhancement of green 
and blue infrastructure. 

F.2.3.2 Through the integration of low-carbon technologies, such as solar or wind electricity 
generation, and improvements to energy performance, it is likely that development of the 
SGLs will have the capacity to reduce levels of associated carbon emissions. Policies 
relating to embodied carbon, climate resilient design, and carbon sequestration will also 
contribute to minimising emissions and supporting climate adaptation. 

F.2.3.3 At this stage, there is no detailed information available regarding the extent to which 
individual SGLs will incorporate such technologies or measures, and it is recommended 
that this is explored further by the Councils. The effectiveness of mitigation may also be 
influenced by site-specific constraints, including heritage sensitivity, which may limit the 
delivery of certain measures in some locations. 
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F.2.3.4 Overall, whilst the policy framework provides a strong basis for mitigation, it is not expected 
to fully offset all emissions associated with the scale of development proposed, including 
those arising from construction, transport, and the loss of existing carbon stores. 
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F.3 SA Objective 2: Flood Risk 
 Riparian flood zones 

F.3.1.1 Riparian Flood Zones 2 and 3 are present across South Warwickshire associated with the 
River Avon catchment and other Main Rivers within the area.  Key watercourses include 
the River Avon, River Leam, River Alne, River Stour and River Sowe, in addition to a 
network of smaller tributaries such as Gran Brook, Marchfont Brook, Telsford Brook and 
Tach Brook.  Flood Zone 2 indicates up to a 1% annual chance of flood risk from rivers, 
whilst Flood Zone 3 indicates over a 1% chance of flood risk from rivers.  Riparian flood 
zones and associated flood risk is most prominent along the River Avon, in particular 
through Stratford-upon-Avon, Wellesbourne and up to Warwick, including through the 
West of Warwick and North of Wellesbourne SGLs.  Flood risk is also associated with the 
River Alne, which affects land at Henley-in-Arden, including Site SG23. 

F.3.1.2 Eleven SGLs are located wholly within Flood Zone 1 where there is less than 0.1% annual 
chance of flood risk, including SG03, SG04, SG05, SG07, SG09, SG13, SG16, SG18(S), 
SG19, COV.5 and SG23.  Development at these locations would be likely to locate site 
end users in areas away from areas of flood risk, and as such will be expected to have a 
minor positive impact on flooding.  

F.3.1.3 Eight SGLs, including SG01, SG02, SG06, SG10, SG12, SG20, COV.3 and SG18(N), are 
situated where less than 10% of the SGL coincides with Flood Zone 2 or 3.  Development 
at these SGLs will be expected to have minimal harmful impacts associated with riparian 
flooding, and a negligible impact has therefore been identified.   

F.3.1.4 SG08, SG15 and COV.4 are situated in areas where between 10 to 50% of the SGL 
coincides with Flood Zones 2 or 3 and have a more significant risk of riparian flooding.  At 
SG08, approximately 5% lies within Flood Zone 2 and 40% within Flood Zone 3, at COV.4 
0% lies within Flood Zone 2 and 14% within Flood Zone 3 and at SG15 approximately 3% 
lies within Flood Zone 2 and 11% within Flood Zone 3.  As such, development at these 
SGLs will be expected to have a minor negative impact on flood risk.   

 Surface water flood risk 

F.3.2.1 Surface Water Flood Risk (SWFR) is categorised into low (1/1000), medium (1/100) and 
high (1/30) in relation to the probability of surface water flooding occurring in a given area.  
SWFR in South Warwickshire is prevalent, affecting various aspects of the Plan area 
including roads and pathways within the urban areas, as well as in the rural countryside 
locations.   

F.3.2.2 The majority of SGLs (SG01, SG02, SG03, SG04, SG05, SG06, SG07, SG08, SG09, 
SG10, SG12, SG13, SG15, SG18(S), SG19, SG20, COV.3, COV.4, COV.5 and SG23) 
are situated where less than 10% of the SGL coincides with areas of high SWFR.  These 
21 SGLs have been identified as having a negligible impact on SWFR, based on the 
currently available SWFR extent data.   
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F.3.2.3 Approximately 10% of SG16 coincides with areas of high SWFR, in addition to 12% 
medium risk and 5% low risk.  SG18 (N) coincides with approximately 5% high flood risk, 
2% medium flood risk and 10% low flood risk.  Depending on the specific location of 
development within these site’s areas, development at these two SGLs has potential to 
result in a minor negative effect associated with the location of some site end users in 
areas of higher flood risk and potential to exacerbate SWFR in the surrounding locations.   

F.3.2.4 No specific data is available to determine how the introduction of new impermeable 
surfaces associated with development within the SGLs will affect the extent of SWFR in 
the future. 

Table F.3.1: Assessment of SGLs against SA Objective 2: Flood Risk 

SGL no. Strategic Growth Location Riparian flood zones SWFR 

SG01 South of Coventry 0 0 
SG02 Stoneleigh Park Employment 0 0 
SG03 Coventry Airport + 0 
SG04 South of Kenilworth + 0 
SG05 East of Lillington + 0 
SG06 North of Leamington 0 0 
SG07 Wedgnock Park Farm Employment + 0 
SG08 West of Warwick - 0 
SG09 South of Europa Way + 0 
SG10 Bishop’s Tachbrook 0 0 
SG12 Southam  0 0 
SG13 Gaydon Lighthorne Heath  + 0 
SG15 North of Wellesbourne  - 0 
SG16 South of Wellesbourne  + - 
SG18(N) West of Stratford-upon-Avon (N) 0 - 
SG18(S) West of Stratford-upon-Avon (S) + 0 
SG19 East of Stratford-upon-Avon  + 0 
SG20 North and East of Bidford-on-Avon 0 0 
SG23 North of Henley-in-Arden + 0 
COV.3 South of Coventry (Kings Hill) 0 0 
COV.4 Gateway South, South of Coventry - 0 
COV.5 Whitley South, South of Coventry + 0 

 Ranking 

Best performing Worst performing 

SG04: South of Kenilworth SG08: West of Warwick 
SG05: East of Lillington SG16: South of Wellesbourne 
SG19: East of Stratford-upon-Avon   COV.4: Gateway South, South of Coventry 
SG07: Wedgnock Park Farm SG15: North of Wellesbourne  
SG13: Gaydon Lighthorne Heath SG18(N): West of Stratford-upon-Avon (N) 
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F.3.3.1 The SGLs have been ranked with respect to flood risk by considering the percentage of 
SGLs which lie within flood zones.  Less weighting has been given to SWFR, as none of 
the SGLs are identified to result in a significant effect on this receptor based on currently 
available information.  All SGLs perform relatively well, with no major negative impacts 
identified. 

F.3.3.2 The best performing SGLs are SG04 and SG05, which both lie wholly outside of Flood 
Zones 2 and 3, and contain less than 1% of the site area at high SWFR.  SG19, SG13 and 
SG07 are also similarly well performing, both in Flood Zone 1 although with very slightly 
higher (although still insignificant) areas of SWFR than SG04 or SG05.  Several other 
SGLs were considered to perform similarly, where negligible impacts have been identified 
for flood risk and surface water flooding.  These include SG01, SG02, SG03, SG05, SG10, 
SG12 and COV.3. 

F.3.3.3 The worst performing SGL is SG08, where 40% of the site lies within Flood Zone 3, 
followed by COV.4, with 14% of the site within Flood Zone 3, and SG15, with 12% within 
Flood Zone 3.  Although SG16 lies wholly in Flood Zone 1, 10% of the site lies within an 
area of high SWFR.  Other SGLs perform similarly, although SG12 and SG16 have the 
next greatest proportions of high SWFR (although less than 10%). 

 Mitigation potential  

F.3.4.1 Despite some of the SGLs including a greater area at risk of riparian flooding and surface 
water flooding than others, there are policy mechanisms within the SWLP that provide 
opportunities to mitigate the potential adverse effects of flood risk. In particular, Policy ID.9 
(Reducing Flood Risk) will require development to adopt a sequential approach to site 
layout and drainage design, ensuring that development is steered away from areas at 
highest risk of flooding and that flood risk is appropriately managed over the lifetime of 
development, including allowances for climate change.  The Sequential Test will need to 
be applied to prioritise development within areas at lowest risk of flooding, in order to avoid 
locating development within Flood Zones 2 and 3.   

F.3.4.2 It should be noted that other potential sources of flood risk, such as sewer flood risk, should 
also be explored and quantified where specific data has not been available to inform the 
SA assessments.  Site-specific Flood Risk Assessments will be required in accordance 
with Policy ID.9 (see Appendix J), ensuring that all sources of flood risk are considered, 
including exceedance and climate change scenarios and informed by the latest Strategic 
Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA).  Policy ID.1 (Securing Infrastructure Provision) will also 
support mitigation by ensuring that development proposals provide or contribute towards 
necessary flood risk management infrastructure where required.  

F.3.4.3 Any allocated development proposals should incorporate sustainable drainage systems 
(SuDS) in accordance with Policy ID.12 (Multifunctional Sustainable Urban Drainage 
Systems), which is intended to help ensure that surface water runoff is controlled at source, 
discharge is limited to greenfield rates, and surface water flood risk is not increased on-
site or in surrounding areas. This will be particularly beneficial for the SGLs which are 
based in more urban locations, such as East of Lillington, North of Leamington and West 
of Warwick.  In currently undeveloped locations, development should aim to retain existing 
greenfield runoff rates.  Policy ID.12 also supports the use of nature-based drainage 
solutions, which can secure multifunctional benefits alongside flood risk reduction.  
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F.3.4.4 Opportunities should also be sought through Policy ID.13 (Green and Blue Infrastructure) 
for the integration and enhancement of green and blue infrastructure alongside SuDS 
provision.  This will support improved ecosystem service functions, including slowing 
surface water flows through increased tree and hedgerow coverage, improving soil 
infiltration, and enhancing natural flood storage capacity.  These measures will help to 
reduce surface water flood risk and improve overall resilience within development areas. 

F.3.4.5 Additionally, through restoring rivers to their natural pathways and removing culverts, 
effective flow and water management can be achieved away from built developments.  
Policy ID.13 supports the protection and enhancement of river corridors and floodplains, 
particularly where watercourses flow through or adjacent to development locations such 
as SG15 and SG02.  Incorporating these nature-based solutions into the design and layout 
of development will be expected to support reduced levels of riparian flooding, as per 
Environment Agency guidance2.  

 
2 Environment Agency (2021).  Use nature-based solutions to reduce flooding in your area.  Available at: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/use-nature-based-solutions-to-reduce-flooding-in-your-area.  [Date accessed: 02/04/26] 
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F.4 SA Objective 3: Biodiversity and 
Geodiversity 

 European sites 

F.4.1.1 European sites are a network of areas designated for nature protection which include 
Special Areas of Conservation (SACs), Special Protection Areas (SPAs) and Ramsar 
sites.  There are no European sites located within the SWLP area, with the nearest being 
Bredon Hill approximately 10km southeast of the Plan area, and Ensor’s Pool 14km north 
of the Plan area.  The HRA will identify impact pathways beyond these distances. 

F.4.1.2 The Regulation 19 Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) identified likely significant 
effects (LSEs) in terms of water quality on functionally linked watercourses associated with 
the Humber Estuary SAC, Humber Estuary Ramsar, Severn Estuary SAC and Severn 
Estuary Ramsar. 

F.4.1.3 At the pre-mitigation stage, and in the absence of defined zones of influence, the potential 
effects of development at each site are uncertain, as impacts on water quality could arise 
across the plan area and affect functionally linked watercourses associated with the 
Humber Estuary and Severn Estuary European sites. 

 Sites of Special Scientific Interest 

F.4.2.1 Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) are areas of land or water designated for their 
biodiversity and habitat value.  There are 43 SSSIs located wholly or partially within South 
Warwickshire, some of which have potential to be affected by the proposed development 
associated with the SGLs.  

F.4.2.2 The majority of the SGLs (SG01, SG02, SG04, SG05, SG06, SG07, SG08, SG09, SG10, 
SG13, SG15, SG18(N), SG19, SG20, COV.3 and COV.5 are located either outside of SSSI 
Impact Risk Zones (IRZs), or wholly/partially within IRZ where the proposed development 
is not anticipated to fulfil any criteria which may require consultation with Natural England 
(NE).  Subsequently, these 16 SGLs are not anticipated to have any significant adverse 
impacts and as such have been identified as having a negligible impact on the SSSIs. 

F.4.2.3 Six SGLs including SG03, SG12, SG16, SG18(S), SG23 and COV.4 lie within IRZs which 
indicate that consultation with NE will be required prior to development.  For SG16 and 
SG18(S), consultation is required with NE for proposed residential developments of 100 
or more homes.  For SG12, SG23 and COV.4, the IRZ flags that consultation is additionally 
required with NE for any development that would include “new or extended footways, 
cycleways, roads/car parks, railways and waterways” which may form part of the SGL 
developments.  A minor negative impact has therefore been identified for these six SGLs 
on SSSIs.  



Regulation 19 SA of the SWLP: Appendix F – Strategic Growth Locations           July 2026 
LC-1421_SWLP_R19_SA_Appendix_F_Strategic Growth Locations_14_140726BT.docx 

© Lepus Consulting for Stratford-on-Avon District and Warwick District Councils F12 

 National Nature Reserves 

F.4.3.1 There are no National Nature Reserves (NNRs) present within the SWLP area, with the 
nearest NNRs being Foster’s Green Meadow in Worcestershire, Bredon Hill in the 
Cotswolds and Wychwood Forest in Oxfordshire.  Due to the distance of all the SGLs from 
NNRs, development is not anticipated to result in significant adverse effects on the NNRs.  
For example, SGL SG23 is the closest SGL to an NNR, being located approximately 15km 
away from Foster’s Green Meadows NNR, indicating a negligible impact.  

 Ancient woodland 

F.4.4.1 South Warwickshire contains areas of woodland cover, with pockets of ancient woodland 
distributed across the Plan area. Stands of ancient woodland are predominantly in the 
northwest of Stratford-on-Avon and the northeast of Leamington Spa. Consequently, 
seven of the SGLs are anticipated to result in adverse negative impacts on ancient 
woodland.  

F.4.4.2 SG02 coincides with a small section of ancient woodland, covering 0.86% of the SGL area 
and COV.3 coincides with 5.7% of ancient woodland as well as SG01 coincides with 6.06% 
of ancient woodland.  Ancient woodland habitats form part of a wider ecological network 
which has the potential to become increasingly fragmented with incremental losses of 
small parcels of key habitat containing important local flora and fauna.  Development at 
these SGLs could potentially have a major negative impact on ancient woodland where 
this could be wholly lost or the integrity of the habitat compromised. 

F.4.4.3 SG07 lies adjacent to ‘Blackbrake Plantation’.  SG04, SG09, SG13 and SG16 are located 
in close proximity to ancient woodland parcels and development at these locations has the 
potential to cause damage through increased levels of pollutants, worsening air quality and 
increased footfall from walkers and dogs.  As such, these five SGLs are anticipated to 
result in minor negative impacts on ancient woodland. 

F.4.4.4 The remaining 14 SGLs are not anticipated to significantly impact ancient woodland, 
primarily due to larger distances between the SGLs and the nearest ancient woodlands.  
A negligible impact has been recorded for SG05, SG06, SG08, SG10, SG15, SG18(N), 
SG19, SG20, SG03, SG12, SG18(S), SG23, COV.4 and COV.5, although it is 
acknowledged that all development may contribute to cumulative adverse effects on 
ancient woodland across the Plan area. 

 Local Nature Reserves 

F.4.5.1 Local Nature Reserves (LNRs) are areas designated to be managed by the local authority 
which support areas of value for local wildlife.  There are 14 LNRs in the SWLP area.  The 
majority of the SGLs proposed for development are not expected to result in any adverse 
impacts on LNRs, given their distance from LNRs.  
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F.4.5.2 A total of five SGLs are expected to result in adverse impact on LNRs.  COV.3 coincides 
with ‘Wainbody Wood & Stivichall Common, Kenilworth Road Spinney’ LNR with SG01  
located adjacent to 'Tocil Wood & Meadow' LNR and ‘Wainbody Wood & Stivichall 
Common, Kenilworth Road and Spinney’ LNR.  These SGLs have the potential for adverse 
impacts on both the LNRs, such as through increased footfall within the woodland and 
meadow, as well as potential harm to the quality of the meadow and spinney from pollution 
associated with the development at this SGL.  

F.4.5.3 SG03 is located in close proximity to several LNRs, including 400m from Stonebridge 
Meadows.  The nature of the use of this SGL and potential development within it could 
harm the LNRs through an increase in air and noise pollution from heavy goods vehicles, 
which are more likely to be associated with employment locations.   

F.4.5.4 SG05 is located 600m from Leam Valley LNR and also lies in close proximity to other 
LNRs.  SGL SG18(N) is located 280m from ‘Welcombe Hills’.  Increased numbers of 
recreational visitors have potential to increase impacts on these LNRs, such as dog 
walkers who have potential to disturb the flora and fauna, littering, and an increase in levels 
of air pollution from vehicles.  As a result, a minor negative impact has been identified for 
these four SGLs.   

F.4.5.5 The remaining 17 SGLs do not coincide with, nor are located in close proximity to any 
LNRs.  The potential development at these SGLs is expected to result in a negligible 
impact on LNRs.  

 Local Wildlife Sites  

F.4.6.1 Local wildlife sites (LWSs) are non-statutory biodiversity sites identified by local authorities, 
which seek to preserve and protect the quality of local habitats.  South Warwickshire 
contains over 1,000 LWSs which are distributed across the Plan area.  Given the number 
and wide-spread distribution of LWSs throughout the Plan area, all 21 SGLs will have 
potential to result in adverse impacts on LWSs. 

F.4.6.2 Some 14 of the SGLs lie where a proportion coincides with LWSs, which has potential to 
result in substantial loss or degradation of the LWSs (SG01, SG02, SG06, SG07, SG08, 
SG13, SG15, SG18(N), SG18(S), SG19, SG20, SG23, COV.3 and COV.5).  For instance, 
19% of SG02 coincides with Stoneleigh Park LWS, 20% of SG13 with Gaydon Proving 
Ground LWS, which will be expected to result in a loss of these LWS and therefore 
increase habitat fragmentation in South Warwickshire.  A major negative effect has been 
identified for these 14 SGLs where there is potential for substantial losses or degradation 
of LWSs, resulting in subsequent harm and fragmentation to the ecological network in the 
Plan area.  

F.4.6.3 The remaining eight SGLs are expected to have the potential for some adverse impacts 
on LWSs as a result of proximity or partial coincidence.  SG03, SG04, SG05, SG09, SG10, 
SG12, SG16 and COV.5 all lie adjacent or close to LWSs, or have small proportions which 
coincide with the LWSs, particularly as many of these SGLs lie in proximity to the River 
Avon and its tributaries which spans the length of the Plan area.  As such, these nine SGLs 
are anticipated to result in a minor negative impact on various LWSs.  
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 Local Geological Sites 

F.4.7.1 Local geological sites (LGSs) are non-statutory geological designations identified by local 
authorities to maintain the geological assets within the Plan area.  A total of 89 LGSs are 
located within South Warwickshire.  

F.4.7.2 The majority of SGLs are not located in close proximity to LGSs; only COV.3 has been 
identified as having likely adverse impacts on Kings Hill Nurseries, due to the LGS 
coincidence with the SGL.  In addition, six SGLs have been identified as having potential 
for having adverse impacts of LGSs.  Two SGLs lie adjacent to LGSs and are likely to 
detract from the value of irreplaceable habitats and geological formations within these 
sites.  SG01 lies adjacent to ‘Gibbet Hill Middle Quarry’, and the SG12 lies adjacent to 
‘Southam Cement Quarry’ and ‘Southam Bypass Cutting’.  In addition, SG06 lies 300m 
from ‘Old Milverton River Terraces’, SG20 lies 0.7km from ‘Temple Grafton Quarry’, COV.4 
lies 0.5km from ‘Quarryfield House Quarry’ and COV.5 0.9km from ‘Baginton Garden 
Centre’.  

F.4.7.3 The remaining 15 SGLs are not located in proximity to an LGS; therefore, no adverse 
impacts are expected, and a negligible impact has been identified. 

 Priority habitats 

F.4.8.1 Priority habitats recognise a range of habitat types which are deemed most at threat and 
in need of conservation.  Being a largely rural area, large numbers of priority habitats are 
distributed throughout South Warwickshire.  As a result, the majority of SGLs coincide with 
areas of priority habitat.  

F.4.8.2 A total of 15 SGLs coincide with different forms of priority habitat to varying extents.  South 
Warwickshire, in particular the Stratford-on-Avon District, is predominantly arable with 
pockets of deciduous woodland found throughout the Plan area, as well as good quality 
semi-improved grassland, floodplain grazing marsh and traditional orchard being the most 
frequently occurring along with deciduous woodland.  The proportion of coincidence 
between the SGLs and the priority habitat ranges from approximately 0.1% to 6.8%.  SGL 
COV.3 has the highest proportion of coincidence at where 6.8% of the SGL overlaps with 
and lies in proximity to several parcels of deciduous woodland and traditional orchard.  
Overall, a minor negative impact is expected for these 15 SGLs on priority habitat.  
Cumulative impacts are expected where an overall reduction in priority habitat is 
anticipated, as well as habitat fragmentation and implications for the wider ecological 
network.   

F.4.8.3 A negligible impact has been identified for the remaining seven SGLs as they are not 
expected to result in significant adverse impacts on priority habitats, including SG04, 
SG05, SG10, SG15, SG16, SG18(S) and COV.5.  These seven SGLs are all located 
adjacent or in proximity to (but do not coincide with) priority habitat and as such are not 
anticipated to have any significant adverse effects on the habitat.   
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Table F.4.1: Assessment of SGLs against SA Objective 3: Biodiversity and Geodiversity 

SGL no. Strategic Growth Location 
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SG01 South of Coventry +/- 0 0 -- - -- - - 
SG02 Stoneleigh Park Employment +/- 0 0 -- 0 -- 0 - 
SG03 Coventry Airport +/- - 0 0 - - 0 - 
SG04 South of Kenilworth +/- 0 0 - 0 - 0 0 
SG05 East of Lillington +/- 0 0 0 - - 0 0 
SG06 North of Leamington +/- 0 0 0 0 -- - - 
SG07 Wedgnock Park Farm +/- 0 0 - 0 -- 0 - 
SG08 West of Warwick +/- 0 0 0 0 -- 0 - 
SG09 South of Europa Way +/- 0 0 - 0 - 0 - 
SG10 Bishops Tachbrook +/- 0 0 0 0 - 0 0 
SG12 Southam +/- - 0 0 0 - - - 
SG13 Gaydon Lighthorne Heath +/- 0 0 - 0 -- 0 - 
SG15 North of Wellesbourne +/- 0 0 0 0 -- 0 0 
SG16 South of Wellesbourne +/- - 0 - - - 0 0 
SG18(N) West of Stratford-upon-Avon (North of A422) +/- 0 0 0 - -- 0 - 
SG18(S) West of Stratford-upon-Avon (South of A422) +/- - 0 0 0 -- 0 0 
SG19 East of Stratford-upon-Avon +/- 0 0 0 0 -- 0 - 
SG20 North and East of Bidford-on-Avon +/- 0 0 0 0 -- - - 
SG23 North of Henley-in-Arden +/- - 0 0 0 -- 0 - 
COV.3 South of Coventry (Kings Hill) 0 0 -- -- -- -- - 0 
COV.4 Gateway South, South of Coventry - 0 0 0 -- - - - 
COV.5 Whitley South, South of Coventry 0 0 0 0 - - 0 0 

 Ranking  

Best performing Worst performing 

SG10: Bishop’s Tachbrook COV.3: South of Coventry (Kings Hill) 
SG05: East of Lillington SG01: South of Coventry 
SG12: Southam SG18: West of Stratford-upon-Avon (N) 
SG04: South of Kenilworth SG02: Stoneleigh Park Employment 
SG09: South of Europa Way COV.4: Gateway South, South of Coventry 

F.4.9.1 Due to the large-scale of proposed development, all 21 SGLs have potential to result in 
adverse impacts on biodiversity.  European sites were not factored into the ranking as the 
impacts of each SGL on European sites are uncertain at this stage.  NNRs were also not 
factored into the ranking, considering no SGLs are expected to result in significant impacts 
on NNRs.  In some cases, SGLs carry multiple scores for the same biodiversity site which 
is designated for multiple receptors.  For instance, ‘Wellesbourne Wood’, located 
approximately 200m to the South of Wellesbourne, is also an LWS and comprises areas 
of priority habitat.  This has been taken into account when ranking these SGLs for 
biodiversity in terms of the relative scale and extent of potential adverse effects.   



Regulation 19 SA of the SWLP: Appendix F – Strategic Growth Locations           July 2026 
LC-1421_SWLP_R19_SA_Appendix_F_Strategic Growth Locations_14_140726BT.docx 

© Lepus Consulting for Stratford-on-Avon District and Warwick District Councils F16 

F.4.9.2 The best performing SGL for biodiversity is SG10, which lies adjacent to ‘Greys Mallory’, 
a small LWS, and otherwise is not expected to have any further adverse impacts on 
biodiversity designations.  Several other SGLs follow closely behind, including SG05, 
which lies approximately 600m from ‘Leam Valley’ and ‘Whitnash Brook’ LNR, and is 
located 200m from ‘The Runghills’ LWS.  SG09 lies 200m from ‘Wigerlands Wood’ ancient 
woodland, SG12 lies adjacent to ‘Southam By-pass Cutting’ and ‘Southam Cement Quarry’ 
LGS, and SG04 is in proximity to ancient woodland, however this is already surrounded 
by existing built form.  Several other sites are expected to perform similarly with few 
negative impacts on biodiversity assets, including SG08, SG23, SG06 and SG15 SGLs.  
Although there is potential for adverse impacts on locally designated habitats, these are 
expected to be minimal, and lesser than impacts from other SGLs on biodiversity. 

F.4.9.3 The worst performing SGL for biodiversity is the COV.3, which coincides with several 
parcels of ancient woodland, areas of LWS and coincides with ‘Kings Hill Nurseries’ LGS.  
The SGL also coincides with the ‘Wainbody Wood & Stivichall Common, Kenilworth Road 
Spinney’ LNR and coincides with areas of priority habitat, including deciduous woodland 
and a small area of traditional orchard.  Various other SGLs also perform poorly for 
biodiversity, including the SG18(N) which is expected to result in minor negative impacts 
for LWSs, LNRs and priority habitats. SG02 coincides with areas of ancient woodland and 
LWS. COV.4 lies 1.6 km from Waverley Wood Farm SSSI, within its IRZ requiring Natural 
England consultation, and has poor biodiversity performance due to overlaps with priority 
habitats and an LWS, and proximity to an LGS. 

F.4.9.4 Notably, a portion of SG01 falls within an area identified for biodiversity enhancement. This 
presents an opportunity for targeted habitat creation, restoration and long-term 
management which could help to offset some of the adverse effects associated with 
development. While such measures are unlikely to fully mitigate the significant constraints 
present, they may contribute to localised biodiversity gains and improved ecological 
connectivity across the site. 

 Mitigation potential  

F.4.10.1 In accordance with the mitigation hierarchy, the most effective way to prevent adverse 
impacts on biodiversity is through avoidance.  Given the large geographic scale of the 
SGLs, where adverse effects have been identified in Table F.4.1, this in some cases only 
relates to certain parcels or small portions of the SGLs that overlap with, or lie in proximity 
to SSSIs, NNRs, LNRs, LWSs, LGSs, ancient woodland or priority habitat.  In order to 
mitigate the most harmful impacts associated with SGLs on biodiversity designations, the 
boundaries of the SGLs could be revised to exclude parcels which are more likely to result 
in adverse impacts on biodiversity, where the remainder of the SGL would otherwise be 
well placed to accommodate development in a manner consistent with Policy BN.1 
(Protection of Sites, Habitats and Species). 

F.4.10.2 At the earliest opportunity, ecological surveys should be undertaken to better understand 
the current role and value of any on-site or nearby habitats. This will inform the detailed 
planning and design of development within SGL boundaries to ensure compliance with 
Policy BN.1, BN.3 (Biodiversity) and BN.4 (Trees, Hedges and Woodland), and to 
determine where development should be avoided, mitigated or enhanced in line with the 
protection hierarchy.  
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F.4.10.3 Where SGLs coincide with small portions of, or lie adjacent to biodiversity designations, a 
possible course of mitigation to avoid adverse impacts on biodiversity features might 
involve the incorporation of green buffers at the edges of the built development within the 
SGL boundaries. This approach would help to reduce edge effects, protect existing 
habitats and ecological corridors, and limit fragmentation.  Policies BN.3 and BN.4 support 
the integration of such measures through requirements for biodiversity net gain, habitat 
creation, and the protection of woodland, hedgerows and priority habitats.  In addition, 
Policy ID.13 (Green and Blue Infrastructure) supports the incorporation of multifunctional 
green infrastructure within development layouts, helping to strengthen ecological 
connectivity and reduce habitat fragmentation.  In line with BN.2 (Local Nature Recovery 
Strategy), development should also contribute to wider nature recovery networks across 
the Plan area. In line with the Building with Nature Standards3, the design of the SGLs 
should consider ways to best integrate nature and wildlife into the development design and 
layout to prevent further habitat loss and ecological fragmentation.  It is therefore 
recommended that as with the new settlements, all SGLs also incorporate 40% onsite GI. 

F.4.10.4 Similarly, conserving, enhancing and providing nature recovery networks can generate 
opportunities for biodiversity to thrive alongside new development, in line with Policy BN.2.  
The Warwickshire, Coventry and Solihull Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS)4 is 
currently in progress which aims to improve links and quality of green spaces in urban 
areas and ensure specific proposals are implemented for improving habitat provision, 
restoration and connectivity.  A focus should be given to conserving existing and creating 
new networks within development sites, and restoring habitat networks in the wider area, 
including through the integration of trees, hedgerows and habitat corridors as supported 
by Policies BN.4 and BN.3. 

F.4.10.5 Whilst development proposals will be expected to meet the requirements of biodiversity 
net gain (BNG), in accordance with Policy BN.3, which would provide an uplift on each 
development site, many of the habitats recognised within the assessments for biodiversity 
are irreplaceable habitats, which must not be destroyed.  These habitats include ancient 
woodland and veteran trees which are present in the SWLP area. Policy BN.1 provides 
strict protection for internationally and nationally important sites and habitats, including 
irreplaceable habitats, where loss or deterioration will not be permitted. Policy BN.4 further 
strengthens this protection by requiring appropriate buffers and the retention of ancient 
woodland, ancient trees and veteran trees, along with protection of their immediate 
surroundings. 

 
3 Building with Nature Standards. Building with Nature. Standards Framework (BwN 2.0) Available at: 
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5c45e569c3c16a9eac56d244/t/6351513d1afee236d4cf6ce8/1666273600232/Building
_with_Nature_Standards_Framework_2.0_Oct22_Download_Version.pdf [Date accessed: 02/04/26] 
4 Warwickshire, Coventry and Solihull LNRS (2025) Warwickshire, Coventry and Solihull Local Nature Partnership.  Available 
at: https://wcslnp.wixsite.com/localnature/lnrs [Date accessed: 02/04/26] 
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F.5 SA Objective 4: Landscape 
 National Landscapes / Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty 

F.5.1.1 The Cotswolds National Landscape (CNL) extends into the southern part of Stratford-on-
Avon district in the SWLP area.  The CNL consists of rolling hills and villages built from 
yellow limestone, from which the views experience, and wider landscape setting, have the 
potential to be affected by some of the SGLs.  

F.5.1.2 However, none of the 19 SGLs are located in close proximity to the CNL, the closest being 
SG13 over 5km to the north of the CNL at its closest point and containing existing 
development.  As such, the SGLs are not anticipated to have significant adverse impacts 
on the National Landscape or its setting.  A negligible impact has been identified for the 
SGLs.  

 Landscape Character Assessment 

F.5.2.1 The Warwickshire Landscape Guidelines 1993 and National Character Area profiles5 were 
used to identify SGLs where the introduction of new development has potential to discord 
with the surrounding landscape character.   

F.5.2.2 All 22 SGLs were located within the study area, and the majority (all except for Coventry 
Airport SG03) lie within landscape types where large-scale development is likely to change 
the character of the surrounding landscape area to some extent. 

F.5.2.3 SG03, although situated within the Dunsmore Plateau Fringe Enhancement Zone, is not 
expected to result in any significant changes to the landscape character.  This SGL is 
located on a brownfield site which is currently an airport, where any further development 
in this area is less likely to result in significant adverse effects on landscape character, 
given its existing urban context.  

F.5.2.4 All 21 of the remaining SGLs are identified to have potential for minor negative impacts on 
the surrounding landscape character.  Given the large-scale development proposed within 
the SGLs, some extend across more than one landscape type.  For example, both SG15 
and SG16 to the north and south of Wellesbourne lie within Feldon Parklands landscape 
type in the east, which consists of a wooded estate landscape with large-scale rolling 
topography, and large country houses set in mature parkland.  The west of these SGLs 
lies within the Avon Valley Terrace Farmlands landscape type, which is a flat, intensively 
farmed open landscape, comprising wooded streamlines on fertile river terrace soils.  

 
5 Natural England (2024) National Character Area Profiles. Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-
character-area-profiles-data-for-local-decision-making/national-character-area-profiles [Date accessed: 02/04/26] 
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F.5.2.5 Of these 21 SGLs, seven lie within areas indicated as ‘enhancement zones’ as part of their 
overarching landscape types.  Enhancement zones are strategic priority areas recognised 
for where they might benefit from further landscape conservation and enhancement.  
Development within enhancement areas is likely to detract from their conservation goals.  
For instance, SG02 and SG06 lie within the Arden Parklands landscape type and 
enhancement zone which is recognised by its presence of ancient woodland, middle 
distance views enclosed by woodland, and mature parkland including remnant deer parks.  
It is uncertain whether COV.3, COV.4 and COV.5 lie within enhancement zones due to the 
lack of data available. 

 Landscape Sensitivity  

F.5.3.1 The South Warwickshire Landscape Sensitivity Assessment6 was used to identify SGLs 
which are located in areas of higher landscape sensitivity, where the character, setting and 
visual qualities of the surrounding landscape are more susceptible to change and therefore 
less able to accommodate development without adverse effects. 

F.5.3.2 Three SGL SG19, SG18 (N) and SG18 (S), are located in areas of ‘Moderate-High’ 
sensitivity and are therefore expected to result in substantial changes to the surrounding 
landscape. A major negative impact is likely for these three SGLs.  

F.5.3.3 A total of 14 SGLs coincide with areas of ‘Low-Moderate’ or ‘Moderate’ sensitivity. 
Development at these 14 SGLs has the potential to result in a minor negative impact on 
the surrounding landscape.  

F.5.3.4 One SGL (SGO3) coincides with an area of ‘Low’ sensitivity. Development at this site is 
not expected to have a significant effect on the landscape. As a result, the impact is 
negligible.  

F.5.3.5 Four of the SGLS are located outside of the study area, these include SG20, COV.3, 
COV.4 and COV.5. 

 Special Landscape Areas 

F.5.4.1 There are four Special Landscape Areas (SLAs) in South Warwickshire which include 
Arden, Feldon Parkland, Ironstone Hill and Cotswold Fringe.  

F.5.4.2 Arden is the largest of these SLAs situated in the western side of the Plan area where two 
SGLs are located wholly or partially in the SLA.  The special qualities of the Arden SLA 
include small-scale field patterns, ancient woodland, areas of parkland associated with 
country houses, and small-scale river valleys with narrow floodplains.  SG23 is located 
wholly within the Arden SLA, whilst 88.8% of SG18(N) is located within Arden LCA. Both 
of these sites contain a variety of these special qualities and as such have been identified 
as resulting in a potential major negative impact on the Arden SLA.  SG18(S) lies 
approximately 680m from the SLA, and SG20 lies 350m from the SLA, where there is 
potential for minor adverse effects on views and setting. 

 
6 Stratford-on-Avon District Council (2026). South Warwickshire Landscape Sensitivity Assessment. [Date accessed: 13/06/26] 
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F.5.4.3 The Feldon Parkland SLA is located in the centre of Stratford-on-Avon District and is 
characterised by large-scale rolling topography with steeper scarp slopes in the north, 
large woodlands including ancient woodland, a large-scale field pattern and mature 
parkland associated with country houses. Some 2.75% of the SG13 lies within Feldon 
Parkland which mainly consists of a large open field.  SG16 lies 160m from the SLA.  As 
such, these two SGLs could potentially have a minor negative impact on the SLA as it is 
likely to result in a loss of these key characteristics.  

F.5.4.4 The Ironstone Hill SLA is located at the eastern edge of the Plan area and consists of one 
large area and one very small area.  The Ironstone Hill SLA is characterised by its rolling 
landscape with prominent ironstone hills, ridges and slopes, a medium to large scale field 
pattern, occasional woodland, farmland with pockets of permanent pasture with some 
ridge and furrow, areas of large inaccessible countryside and un-spoilt views of the Feldon 
Vale.  SG12 is located approximately 970m from the SLA, where there is potential for a 
minor adverse impact on views.   

F.5.4.5 In addition, SG05 is located in close proximity to candidate SLA ‘River Leam and 
surrounds. Development at this site is expected to have a minor negative impact on the 
SLA.  

F.5.4.6 The remaining 15 SGLs are identified as having a negligible impact given their distance 
from the four SLAs. 

 Country Parks 

F.5.5.1 There are three Country Parks within the SWLP area, including Burton Dasset in the east 
of Stratford-on-Avon District, Newbold Comyn to the east of the town of Warwick, and 
Ryton Pools of which approximately one-third of the park is within the northeast of Warwick 
District.   

F.5.5.2 A total of 21 SGLs are not situated in close proximity to country parks and as such 
negligible impacts have been identified.   

F.5.5.3 The remaining SGL has the potential to impact views from country parks in the SWLP area. 
SG05 is located adjacent to Newbold Comyn Country Park. The likely large-scale 
development at this SGL will have the potential to interrupt views from the country park 
and may compromise any high-quality viewing experiences or setting of the parks. As 
such, this SGL has been identified as having a minor negative impact on country parks.  

 Views from the Public Right of Way network 

F.5.6.1 The Public Rights of Way (PRoW) extends across the Plan area through the urban 
settlements and more widely through the countryside.  No national trails are located in 
South Warwickshire.  

F.5.6.2 SG03, COV.3 and COV.5 are the only SGL which is not anticipated to have an adverse 
impact on views from the PRoW network, SGO4 and COV.5 are due to the existing 
industrial-type development present at this SGLs and COV.3 has no coinciding or close 
proximity to PRoWs.  As such these SGLs are not anticipated to cause any further harmful 
effects, and a negligible impact has been identified. 
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F.5.6.3 The remaining 19 SGLs are anticipated to have minor negative impacts associated with 
changes to the current rural and countryside views experienced by users of the PRoW 
network, where various PRoW pass through and/or sit adjacent to the SGLs.  

 Coalescence 

F.5.7.1 Development within the SGLs has potential to contribute to the reduced separation or 
merging of settlements, and loss of their distinctive character and identity.  Given their 
large scale, over half of the SGLs are likely to contribute to coalescence between 
settlements. 

F.5.7.2 For ten SGLs there are anticipated to be adverse impacts as a result of increased 
coalescence between settlements in South Warwickshire. Three of these SGLs including 
SG13, SG06 and SG15 are anticipated to result in increased coalescence between small 
settlements such as Gaydon, Lighthorne Heath, Wellesbourne, Charlecote, and other 
small settlements.  The remaining nine SGLs including SG01, SG03, SG04, SG05, SG07, 
SG08, SG10, SG13 and SG18(S) and are expected to result in increased coalescence 
between small settlements and larger urban areas in South Warwickshire such as 
Leamington Spa, Stratford-upon-Avon, Kenilworth, Warwick and Coventry.  Therefore, 
these nine SGLs have been identified as having a minor negative impact on coalescence.   

F.5.7.3 Of the remaining eight SGLs, seven are located away from existing settlements and as 
such are not expected to result in adverse impacts on coalescence (SG09, SG12, SG18(N) 
SG23, COV.3, COV.4 and COV.5).  A negligible impact is expected for these SGLs.  
Additionally, SG02 is located close to other settlements but is unlikely to result in 
coalescence where there are buffers which would prevent the spread of development. 
SG02 is located close to Kenilworth but is separated by Kenilworth Golf Club.  This creates 
a buffer between the SGL and nearby settlements which will be expected to prevent 
coalescence. However, there is still potential for coalescence with Stoneleigh. Therefore, 
negligible impacts have also been identified for this SGL.  

 Green Belt 

F.5.8.1 The Stage 2 Green Belt Review (2026)7 was commissioned to review the potential release 
of Green Belt sites for development based on their contribution to the purposes of the 
Green Belt (weak, moderate, or strong). The Review recommends using existing land 
parcels as a starting point, with adjustments made where necessary to reflect updated 
boundaries, recent development, or to enable the assessment of locations not previously 
parcelled, including potential new settlement locations. 

F.5.8.2 Three SGLs are located in areas classified as making a ‘strong’ overall contribution to the 
purposes of the Green Belt. These are SG01, SG02 and SG07, with SG02 entirely in an 
area of the Green Belt which currently makes a strong contribution to Green Belt purposes.  
Development in these locations would be expected to have a major negative impact on the 
Green Belt.   

 
7 Arup (2026) South Warwickshire Local Plan Green Belt Review Stage 2: Green Belt Site Assessments. Draft, February 2026. 
[Date Accessed:13/07/26]. 
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F.5.8.3 SG04, SG05, SG06, SG18(N) and SG23 are located wholly or partially within the areas 
classified as making a ‘moderate’ overall contribution to the purposes of the Green Belt, 
and the proposed development at these five SGLs have been identified to result in a minor 
negative impact.   

F.5.8.4 SG03 and a small part of COV.4 is located within an area classified as making a ‘weak’ 
overall contribution to the purposes of the Green Belt, and therefore the proposed 
development at this site will be likely to result in a negligible impact. 

F.5.8.5 The remaining 11 SGLs (SG08, SG09, SG12, SG13, SG15, SG16, SG10, SG20, SG18(S), 
COV.3 and COV.5) are located outside of the Green Belt and therefore will have a 
negligible effect.  

Table F.5.1: Assessment of SGLs against SA Objective 4: Landscape 
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SG01 South of Coventry 0 - - 0 0 - - -- 
SG02 Stoneleigh Park 

Employment 0 - - 0 0 - 0 -- 
SG03 Coventry Airport 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
SG04 South of Kenilworth 0 - - 0 0 - - - 
SG05 East of Lillington 0 - - - - - - - 
SG06 North of Leamington 0 - - 0 0 - - - 
SG07 Wedgnock Park Farm 

Employment 0 - - 0 0 - - -- 
SG08 West of Warwick 0 - - 0 0 - 0 0 
SG09 South of Europa Way 0 - - 0 0 - 0 0 
SG10 Bishop’s Tachbrook 0 - - 0 0 - - 0 
SG12 Southam 0 - - - 0 - 0 0 
SG13 Gaydon Lighthorne 

Heath 0 - - - 0 - - 0 
SG15 North of Wellesbourne 0 - - 0 0 - - 0 
SG16 South of Wellesbourne 0 - - - 0 - 0 0 
SG18 (N) West of Stratford-upon-

Avon (North of A422) 0 - -- -- 0 - 0 - 

SG18 (S) West of Stratford-upon-
Avon (South of A422) 0 - -- - 0 - - 0 

SG19 East of Stratford-upon-
Avon 0 - -- 0 0 - 0 0 

SG20 North and East of 
Bidford-on-Avon 0 - +/- - 0 - - 0 

SG23 North of Henley-in-
Arden 0 - - -- 0 - 0 - 

COV.3 South of Coventry 
(Kings Hill) - +/- 0 0 0 0 0 - 

COV.4 Gateway South, South 
of Coventry - +/- 0 0 - 0 0 - 
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COV.5 Whitley South, South of 
Coventry - +/- 0 0 0 0 0 - 

 Ranking  

Best performing Worst performing 

SG03: Coventry Airport SG18 (N): West of Stratford-upon-Avon 
COV.3: Gateway South, South of Coventry SG19: East of Stratford-upon-Avon  
COV.5: Whitley South, South of Coventry SG23: North of Henley-in-Arden 
SG08: West of Warwick SG01: South of Coventry  
SG09: South of Europa Way SG02: Stoneleigh Park Employment  

F.5.9.1 Given the sensitive landscapes present within South Warwickshire and the surrounding 
area, as well as the large-scale of development proposed, the majority of SGLs will be 
likely to result in negative impacts for landscape.  The CNL was given more weighting in 
the ranking, considering its importance as a national designation for its distinctive 
landscape character.   

F.5.9.2 The best performing SGL for landscape is SG03, which is located on a previously 
developed brownfield site at Coventry Airport and lies within an area of low landscape 
sensitivity. Development at this location is not anticipated to result in significant adverse 
effects on landscape character, visual amenity, or views from the Public Rights of Way 
network. The site is also situated within an area of weak Green Belt contribution and is not 
in proximity to any Special Landscape Areas or country parks. As such, negligible impacts 
have been identified across all landscape criteria. 

F.5.9.3 Several other SGLs perform relatively well in landscape terms, including COV.3, COV. 5, 
SG08 and SG09, which are located outside of the Green Belt and away from Special 
Landscape Areas and country parks. While these sites are anticipated to result in minor 
negative impacts on landscape character and some of the views from the PRoW network 
due to the introduction of large-scale development, they are not located within areas of 
higher landscape sensitivity and are generally removed from key landscape designations. 
As such, the overall magnitude of impact is considered to be limited compared to other 
SGLs. 
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F.5.9.4 The worst performing SGLs for landscape are SG18 (N), SG23 and SG19, which are 
located within areas of moderate-high landscape sensitivity and are therefore expected to 
result in substantial changes to landscape character. In particular, SG18 (N) and SG23 
are also located wholly or largely within the Arden SLA, which contains a number of 
important landscape features including ancient woodland, parkland and small-scale field 
patterns. Development at these locations is likely to undermine the special qualities and 
setting of these designated landscapes, resulting in major negative impacts. SG18 (S) also 
performs poorly due to its location in a sensitive landscape and proximity to the SLA, 
alongside additional impacts relating to coalescence. 

F.5.9.5 A number of other SGLs, including SG01, SG02 and SG07, also perform poorly due to 
their location within areas of strong Green Belt contribution, where development would 
conflict with the purposes of the Green Belt and contribute to settlement coalescence. 
These sites are also anticipated to result in minor negative impacts on landscape character 
and visual amenity. Overall, while many SGLs are expected to result in some degree of 
adverse landscape effects, the scale of impact is greatest for those located within sensitive 
landscapes, designated areas, or areas of strong Green Belt function. 

 Mitigation potential  

F.5.10.1 East of Lillington SGL is located adjacent to Newbold Comyn Country Park where new 
development could potentially have a negative impact on the views and recreational 
experience of users of the park. However, Policy DS.16 (Protecting, Enhancing and 
Restoring Landscape Character) and Policy DS.18 (Well-Designed Places) require 
development to be landscape-led, responsive to local character, and designed to avoid or 
minimise harm to visual amenity. In addition, Policy ID.13 (Green and Blue Infrastructure) 
supports the integration of multifunctional green infrastructure, providing opportunities for 
enhanced screening, improved landscape structure and the potential extension or 
strengthening of accessible green space within or adjacent to SGLs. In some locations, 
this may allow for the enhancement of existing recreational assets or improved connectivity 
to country parks and wider green infrastructure networks.  

F.5.10.2 Avoiding negative effects should be the priority for addressing potential impacts of 
development on landscape. Policy DS.16 requires development to be informed by 
Landscape Character Assessments and to avoid significant harm to valued landscapes, 
while Policy DS.15 (Special Landscape Areas) seeks to protect the character and 
appearance of designated landscape areas from harmful development. For example, 
excluding the southwestern portion of the ‘Jaguar Land Rover, Gaydon’ parcel at SG13 
would reduce likelihood of direct adverse effects on the Felon Parkland SLA.  The 
exclusion of parcels can also be used to reduce potential for coalescence, for instance, 
reducing development on the southernmost parcels in the SG01 to maintain a gap between 
settlements, in line with Policy DS.17 (Maintaining Settlement Identity and Areas of 
Restraint).  
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F.5.10.3 With regard to the PRoW networks, there may be the potential to mitigate some negative 
impacts where views from these pathways could be significantly changed through the 
introduction of new development. Policy DS.18 (Well-Designed Places) requires 
development to protect and enhance key views and integrate sensitively with its 
surroundings through layout, scale and design. In addition, Policies BN.4 (Trees, Hedges 
and Woodlands) and ID.13 (Green and Blue Infrastructure) support the incorporation of 
landscape buffers, tree planting and multifunctional green corridors, which can help to filter 
views and integrate development into the wider landscape Undertaking Landscape and 
Visual Impact Assessments (LVIAs), required under Policy DS.16 for appropriate 
proposals, will be important in identifying and mitigating impacts on key views and 
receptors.  

F.5.10.4 Development proposed as part of the SGLs should also be informed by appropriate 
landscape surveys, including the latest Landscape Sensitivity Assessment (LSA).  An LSA 
is the process of assessing the resilience, or robustness of landscape character and the 
visual resource (and valued characteristics) to defined change or changes arising from 
development proposals.  It can help decision makers to understand likely changes and the 
nature of change should the development scenarios be taken forward. Policy DS.16 
requires development to be landscape-led and to respond to local distinctiveness and 
capacity for change, helping to ensure that proposals are appropriately sited and designed. 

F.5.10.5 A number of SGLs which are likely to result in adverse impacts on landscape character 
areas also fall within Special Landscape Areas (SLAs), where it is recommended that 
development in these areas is designed so that it positively contributes to the enhancement 
of the local landscape character. Policy DS.15 seeks to protect these areas from harmful 
development and requires consideration of their character and appearance in planning 
decisions. Policy DS.14 (Protecting the Cotswolds National Landscape) also provides strict 
protection for the CNL and its 3km setting buffer, ensuring that development conserves 
and enhances its natural beauty and special qualities. In these areas, development will 
need to demonstrate that it avoids significant harm, and where appropriate, contributes 
positively to landscape enhancement. It is also advised that as development progresses 
to planning application stages, it should be informed by an LVIA which will identify visual 
impacts the development may have on the local landscape.  

F.5.10.6 In order to ensure any proposed development is in-keeping with the setting of existing 
development and the wider landscape, relevant design guidance should be consulted.  
Policy DS.18 requires high-quality, context-responsive design that reinforces local 
character and sense of place, while Policy ID.13 supports green infrastructure integration 
as a key component of placemaking. In addition, Policies BN.4 and DS.16 encourage the 
retention and planting of trees, hedgerows and landscape features to help integrate 
development into the surrounding environment. Together with the Warwickshire Design 
Guide, these policies will assist in ensuring that development responds appropriately to 
landscape character, minimises visual intrusion, and supports the long-term quality and 
resilience of the landscape.  
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F.6 SA Objective 5: Cultural Heritage 
 Grade I Listed Buildings 

F.6.1.1 South Warwickshire contains 99 Grade I Listed Buildings (LBs) distributed across the Plan 
area with higher concentrations found in the built-up areas including in Warwick, Stratford-
upon-Avon and Kenilworth.   

F.6.1.2 Four SGLs are anticipated to have minor negative impacts on Grade I LBs where the 
development has potential to harm the wider setting of the heritage asset.  SG10 and SG15 
are both expected to alter views and the wider setting of churches, including ‘Church of 
Saint Chad’ in Bishop’s Tachbrook and ‘Church of St Leonard’ in Charlecote.  SG02 is 
located 200m from ‘Stoneleigh Abbey’ and its gatehouses; the rich history associated with 
this Grade I LBs including close associations with the writings of Jane Austen, could 
potentially be significantly harmed through development surrounding the Abbey, its 
associated outbuildings and gardens.  Development at SG18(S) has the potential to 
adversely affect the setting of 'Anne Hathaway’s Cottage’ given its location 400m across 
open fields from the LB. 

F.6.1.3 The remaining 18 SGLs are identified to result in a negligible impact on Grade I LBs. 

 Grade II* Listed Buildings 

F.6.2.1 Grade II* LBs are well distributed across the SWLP area with higher concentrations in the 
urban centres including Warwick, Royal Leamington Spa and Stratford-on-Avon, with 268 
in total.   

F.6.2.2 One SGL is anticipated to have an adverse impact on the setting of Grade II* LBs.  SG02 
is located adjacent to the ‘Stables and Riding School 100 yards northeast of Stoneleigh 
Abbey’, where development could potentially have a major negative impact on the Grade 
II* LB due to potential significant alteration to the setting of this heritage asset. 

F.6.2.3 SG07 sits 200m from ‘Woodloes Farmhouse’, which would impact views from the house 
and farmhouse with change from an agricultural landscape to a built up one.  SG15 is 
located in proximity to several Grade II* LBs, and SG18(N) is located 200m from ‘Clopton 
House and Attached Former Stable Block, Walls and Gate Piers’.  These three SGLs are 
located within the setting of various Grade II* LBs and as such could potentially have minor 
negative impacts on views and character of these heritage assets.   

F.6.2.4 The remaining 18 SGLs are not situated in areas where they are likely to affect Grade II* 
LBs or their setting, and as such have been identified as resulting in a negligible impact. 

 Grade II Listed Buildings 

F.6.3.1 There are 4,804 Grade II LBs in the SWLP area, with higher concentrations found within 
the built-up areas, particularly in Warwick, Kenilworth, Royal Leamington Spa, Stratford-
on-Avon and Alcester, as well as in rural settlements.  Given the abundance of Grade II 
LBs within the Plan area, a larger number are likely to be affected by SGLs than for Grade 
I and Grade II* LBs.   
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F.6.3.2 Seven SGLs (SG01, SG02, SG09, SG10, SG20, SG23 and COV.3) coincide with Grade 
II LBs where there is potential for development to significantly alter the surrounding 
landscape setting and views of these heritage assets.  COV.3 coincides with three Grade 
II LBs including ‘Wainbody Wood Farmhouse’, ‘Barn 16 Yards to Eats of Wainbody Wood 
Farmhouse’ and ‘Hill Farmhouse’ and SG23 coincides with ‘Crockets Farmhouse’, whilst 
the proposed development also surrounds ‘Beaudesert Park’.  SG01 coincides with 
‘Cryfield Farmhouse’ and ‘Cryfield Grange’.  SG09 and SG13 are adjacent to Grade II LBs 
where development could significantly alter their setting through significant changes to the 
surrounding landscape and impacts on views, currently comprising arable fields.  As such, 
these seven SGLs have been identified as having major negative impacts on the setting 
of Grade II LBs. 

F.6.3.3 Nine SGLs are likely to be located within the setting of a Grade II LB (SG04, SG07, SG15, 
SG18(N), SG18(S) and COV.4.  SG15 is situated in close proximity to multiple Grade II 
LBs in Charlecote, predominantly residential dwellings including ‘Bambi Cottage’, and ‘The 
Vicarage and the Glebe’.  SG04 sits 80m from ‘Wotton Grange Farmhouse’ at the ‘Land 
West of Warwick Road’ parcel, which is anticipated to impact the setting of the farmhouse 
through altering the surrounding landscape.  COV.4 is situated 127 metres from 
‘Bubbenhall Bridge’.  SG07 is situated 200m from ‘Prospect Farmhouse’, ‘South Barn’, and 
‘Woodloes Farmhouse’ which is anticipated to harm the setting of these heritage assets 
resulting in significant alterations to the surrounding landscape.  Therefore, these eight 
SGLs have been identified as having minor negative impacts on the setting of Grade II 
LBs. 

F.6.3.4 The remaining six SGLs including SG03, SG05, SG06, SG08, SG16 and COV.5, are not 
situated in proximity to Grade II LBs, or are separated by intervening development, and as 
such are not expected to result in significant effects to any buildings or their settings.  
Negligible impacts have been identified for these SGLs on Grade II LBs. 

 Registered Parks and Gardens 

F.6.4.1 Registered parks and gardens (RPGs) are distributed across the SWLP area, with a higher 
concentration in Warwick District.   

F.6.4.2 Three SGLs (SG02, SG09 and SG15) are located adjacent or very close to RPGs and are 
therefore more likely to significantly alter their setting. SG15 is located adjacent to 
Charlecote Park RPG which is expected to impact the rural setting and views to the 
western side of the RPG. SG09 includes a land parcel which is situated adjacent to 
Warwick Castle RPG and is expected to significantly alter the setting to the south of the 
RPG, as well as result in the loss of countryside views from the castle.  Part of SG02 lies 
adjacent to Stoneleigh Abbey RPG on two sides, and as such is expected to significantly 
alter the setting of Stoneleigh Abbey and views of the grounds from the abbey itself.  As a 
result, these three SGLs have been identified as having a potential major negative impact 
on RPGs and their setting. 
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F.6.4.3 Three further SGLs (SG13, SG16 and SG18(S)) are expected to have a minor negative 
impact on RPGs given the development would likely be located within the setting of these 
heritage assets.  SG13 is situated 400m from Compton Verney RPG, and SG16 is situated 
250m from Charlecote Park RPG, and SG18(S) is situated 260m from Ann Hathaway's 
Cottage RPG where it is likely that development will alter the setting of the surrounding 
landscape including views from the RPGs.  Minor negative impacts have been identified 
for these SGLs. 

F.6.4.4 The remaining 16 SGLs are not anticipated to have an adverse impact on the setting of 
RPGs as they are not located in proximity to these heritage assets. 

 Conservation Areas 

F.6.5.1 Conservation Areas (CAs) are areas of special architectural or historic interest which 
contain many listed buildings and scheduled monuments.  These spread across the SWLP 
area.    

F.6.5.2 A total of 18 SGLs are anticipated to have a negative impact on CAs.  SG01, SG02, SG03, 
SG04, SG05, SG06, SG08, SG09, SG10, SG12, SG13, SG15, SG16, SG19, SG20, 
SG18(S) and SG23 are located in close proximity to CAs ranging from a distance of 5m to 
400m, where the proposed development will be anticipated to have an impact on the 
character, wider setting and views from the CAs such as from Baginton CA, Cubbington 
CA, Henley-in-Arden CA, Shottery CA and Warwick CA, amongst others.  Development 
may result in the loss of land which holds historical and/or cultural value, as well as 
extensive development significantly altering the surrounding landscape and views from the 
CA.  A minor negative impact has been identified for these 18 SGLs.  

F.6.5.3 The proposed development at the remaining four SGLs SG07, SG18(N), COV.3 and 
COV.4 is not anticipated to result in adverse effects on CAs and as such a negligible impact 
has been identified for these four sites. 

 Scheduled Monuments 

F.6.6.1 Scheduled monuments (SMs) recognise nationally important archaeological sites.  There 
are 128 SMs in and around the Plan area which have the potential to be affected by the 
SGLs.   

F.6.6.2 SG15 coincides with the ‘Cursus and Bowl Barrow 450m southeast of Jackson’s Barn’ and 
‘Enclosures 600 yards east of King’s Mead’ SMs, where development has potential to 
result in significant harm to their integrity and setting.  Similarly, COV.3 coincides with 
‘Deserted medieval village at King's Hill’ SM.  For these two SGLs, major negative impacts 
have been identified given the extent of proposed development on the character and 
setting of SMs. 
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F.6.6.3 SG01 lies adjacent to the medieval moated site of ‘Bockenden Grange’ SM where 
development has potential to significantly alter the setting of the SM as well as the loss of 
wooded and rural views from the monument.  SG16 is located adjacent to ‘Enclosures 600 
yards east of King’s Mead’ SM.  SG13 is situated 350m from the ‘Roman Villa north of 
Ireland Farm’ SM which occupies an elevated position south of the village of Gaydon.  
SG02 is located 350m from the ‘Roman settlement at Glasshouse Wood’ SM.  COV.4 is 
located 98 metres from ‘Pit alignments N of Bubbenhall village’ SM. COV.5 is situated 289 
metres from ‘Roman fort at The Lunt’ SM.  These six SGLs have consequently been 
identified as having minor negative impacts on SMs, with potential adverse impacts on 
their setting and surroundings.  

F.6.6.4 The remaining 14 SGLs are not anticipated to have any significant impact on the SMs in 
and around South Warwickshire as they are located away from these heritage assets.  As 
such, negligible impacts have been identified for these SGLs. 

 Heritage and Settlement Sensitivity  

F.6.7.1 A total of three SGLs (SG08, SG15 and SG18 (N)) are located in areas identified by the 
Heritage and Settlement sensitivity assessment as high sensitivity. Development at these 
three sites is expected to have a major negative impact on designated and non-designated 
heritage assets in the area.  

F.6.7.2 Two SGLs (SG06 and SG10) are located in areas of medium sensitivity. Development at 
these sites is expected to have a minor negative impact on heritage assets. A further eight 
sites are located in areas of low sensitivity and will therefore have a negligible impact.  

F.6.7.3 The remaining nine sites are located in areas outside of the study area and, as such, are 
scored as uncertain.  

Table F.6.1: Assessment of SGLs against SA Objective 5: Cultural Heritage 
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SG01 South of Coventry 0 0 -- 0 - - +/- 
SG02 Stoneleigh Park Employment - -- -- -- - - +/- 
SG03 Coventry Airport 0 0 0 0 - 0 +/- 
SG04 South of Kenilworth 0 0 - 0 - 0 0 
SG05 East of Lillington 0 0 0 0 - 0 0 
SG06 North of Leamington 0 0 0 0 - 0 - 

SG07 Wedgnock Park Farm 
Employment 0 - - 0 0 0 +/- 

SG08 West of Warwick 0 0 0 0 - 0 -- 
SG09 South of Europa Way 0 0 -- -- - 0 +/- 
SG10 Bishop’s Tachbrook - 0 -- 0 - 0 - 
SG12 Southam 0 0 - 0 - - 0 
SG13 Gaydon Lighthorne Heath 0 0 - - - - +/- 
SG15 North of Wellesbourne - - - -- - -- -- 
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SGL no. Strategic Growth Location 
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SG16 South of Wellesbourne 0 0 0 - - - 0 

SG18 (N) West of Stratford-upon-Avon 
(North) 0 - - 0 0 0 -- 

SG18 (S) West of Stratford-upon-Avon 
(South) - 0 - - - 0 0 

SG19 East of Stratford-upon-Avon  0 0 - 0 - 0 0 

SG20 North and East of Bidford-on-
Avon  0 0 -- 0 - 0 0 

SG23 North of Henley-in-Arden 0 0 -- 0 - 0 0 
COV.3 South of Coventry (Kings Hill) 0 0 -- 0 0 -- +/- 
COV.4 Gateway South, South of 

Coventry 0 0 - 0 - - +/- 

COV.5 Whitley South, South of 
Coventry 0 0 0 0 0 - +/- 

 Ranking 

Best performing Worst performing 

SG03: Coventry Airport  SG15: North of Wellesbourne  
SG06: North of Leamington SG02: Stoneleigh Park Employment 
SG08: West of Warwick  SG01: South of Coventry 
SG05: East of Lillington SG09: South of Europa Way 
COV.5: Whitley South, south of Coventry COV.3: South of Coventry (Kings Hill) 

F.6.8.1 The majority of SGLs are anticipated to result in adverse impacts on cultural heritage, 
primarily due to the large scale of development proposed.  Some SGLs are likely to result 
in a greater number of, and more severe, adverse impacts than others.  Given that Grade 
I LBs are considered to be of “exceptional interest” and therefore of higher significance 
when compared to Grade II* being of “more than special interest”, and Grade II to being of 
“special interest”8, a higher weighting has therefore been given for SGLs with potential to 
lead to adverse impacts on Grade I Listed Buildings in the ranking. 

F.6.8.2 The best performing SGLs for cultural heritage are SG03, SG05 and SG06, which are 
located away from the majority of designated heritage assets and are therefore not 
expected to result in any significant adverse impacts on cultural heritage. For these SGLs, 
potential effects are limited to minor impacts on nearby Conservation Areas, and no 
impacts on Listed Buildings, Registered Parks and Gardens or Scheduled Monuments are 
anticipated. COV.5 has no negative effect on any of the above receptors with the exception 
of a minor negative effect on the conservation area. In addition, SG05 lies within an area 
of low heritage sensitivity, and SG06 within an area of medium sensitivity, indicating a 
relatively greater capacity to accommodate change. 

 
8 Historic England (2025). What are Listed Buildings? Available at: https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/what-is-
designation/listed-buildings/ [Date accessed: 02/04/26] 
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F.6.8.3 SG08 also performs relatively well, with no direct impacts on designated heritage assets 
beyond a nearby Conservation Area. However, this SGL lies within an area of high heritage 
and settlement sensitivity, and as such there is an increased potential for impacts on the 
wider historic landscape. 

F.6.8.4 Several other SGLs are expected to perform similarly, with limited impacts on heritage 
assets, including SG04, SG07 and SG16, where impacts are generally restricted to minor 
effects on Conservation Areas and/or the setting of lower value assets. 

F.6.8.5 The worst performing SGL for cultural heritage is SG15, which is subject to multiple and 
significant constraints. The site lies adjacent to Charlecote Park Registered Park and 
Garden and Charlecote and Hampton Lucy Conservation Area, coincides with Scheduled 
Monuments, and is located in proximity to Grade I, II* and II Listed Buildings. In addition, 
the SGL lies within an area of high heritage sensitivity, indicating a limited capacity to 
accommodate change. Development at this location is therefore expected to result in major 
negative impacts on a range of designated heritage assets and their settings. 

F.6.8.6 Various other SGLs also perform poorly for cultural heritage. SG02 is identified as one of 
the weakest performing sites, with potential major negative impacts on the setting of 
Stoneleigh Abbey (Grade I), associated Grade II* Listed Buildings, and the Stoneleigh 
Abbey Registered Park and Garden, in addition to impacts on multiple Grade II Listed 
Buildings and a Scheduled Monument. 

F.6.8.7 SG09 is also expected to result in major negative impacts, particularly in relation to 
Warwick Castle Registered Park and Garden and nearby Grade II Listed 
Buildings. SG01  coincide with Grade II Listed Buildings and are expected to result in 
significant adverse impacts on their setting, with SG01 also affecting the setting of a 
Scheduled Monument. 

F.6.8.8 SGL COV.3 performs poorly due to its adverse effects on coinciding with three Grade II 
Listed Building and ‘Deserted medieval village at King's Hill’ SM. 

F.6.8.9 In addition, SG18(N) performs poorly due to its location within an area of high heritage 
sensitivity, despite having limited direct impacts on designated heritage assets. This 
indicates that development has the potential to result in adverse effects on the wider 
historic landscape character. 
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 Mitigation potential  

F.6.9.1 In accordance with the mitigation hierarchy, the first means by which impacts of heritage 
assets should be prevented is through avoidance.  It is the case for many of the cultural 
heritage receptors that they coincide with only small parcels of the SGLs.  Where possible, 
it is recommended that the parcels coinciding with heritage assets are excluded from their 
developable areas. Policy BN.9 (Heritage Assets) requires development to conserve 
heritage assets and their settings in a manner appropriate to their significance, ensuring 
that harm is avoided where possible and that any residual impacts are clearly justified 
against public benefits. This approach would reduce the need for more complex mitigation 
at later stages and help ensure SGLs are located and configured to minimise harm to 
South Warwickshire’s historic environment. This would however be dependent on the 
extent of the settings of different heritage assets, as the distance by which significant 
adverse impacts could occur can depend on the significance and role of the heritage 
assets in the local area9.  Findings from site-specific HIAs prepared for reasonable 
alternative sites demonstrate that potential effects often arise from changes to the setting 
of heritage assets, including the loss of open land, increased traffic, noise, and the erosion 
of the rural character of conservation areas. Such assessments have also identified the 
potential for previously unknown archaeological remains to survive within development 
sites, particularly where there is evidence of historic settlement activity.  

F.6.9.2 The northern parcel of SG09 sits adjacent to Warwick Castle RPG.  In order to reduce the 
extent of impacts on the historic environment from this SGL, this parcel could be excluded. 
SG15 could remove the parcels to the west of the A429, or incorporate landscape buffers, 
which would prevent or reduce adverse impacts on the SMs it coincides with as much of 
this parcel remains undeveloped. Policy BN.11 (Historic Landscapes – Registered Parks 
and Gardens and Registered Village Greens) seeks to protect and enhance the historic 
character, setting and public amenity of such assets, while also supporting their restoration 
and appropriate management. Similarly, Policy BN.13 (Waterways) requires the 
conservation and enhancement of canal and river corridors as heritage assets, including 
their setting and associated features. Where avoidance is not possible, Policies BN.9 and 
DS.4 (Strategic Site Principles) support the use of landscape-led master planning and 
buffering to reduce impacts on setting and key views. 

 
9 Historic England (2017) The Setting of Heritage Assets: Historic Environment Good Practice Advice in Planning Note 3.  
Available at: https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/gpa3-setting-of-heritage-assets/heag180-gpa3-setting-
heritage-assets/ [Date accessed: 02/04/26] 
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F.6.9.3 Where avoidance is not possible, impacts on heritage assets can be minimised through 
designing development in a way which is appropriate to their setting.  By referring to the 
Warwickshire Design Guide10, developers can ensure development is sensitive to local 
distinctiveness, as well as respecting surroundings in terms of scale, height, form and 
massing. Policy DS.4 requires strategic development to be landscape-led and to respond 
sensitively to heritage constraints, including key views, settlement form and historic 
context. Policy BN.9 requires that development seeks to preserve the significance of 
heritage assets and that any harm is assessed against public benefits. In addition, Policy 
ID.13 (Green and Blue Infrastructure) supports the integration of green infrastructure to 
enhance historic landscape structure and strengthen the legibility of historic environments. 
This includes the use of buffers, open space, and structural planting to help maintain the 
contribution of setting to heritage significance, while also allowing for appropriate 
interpretation and integration of historic features into development layouts. 

F.6.9.4 Mitigation of adverse impacts on South Warwickshire’s historic environment should be 
informed by heritage impact assessments. Policy BN.9 requires that the significance of 
heritage assets, including archaeological remains and their settings, is understood through 
proportionate assessment prior to determination. This may include heritage impact 
assessments and archaeological investigations to identify below-ground remains or 
undesignated assets. Policy DS.4 further requires that strategic development is supported 
by masterplanning informed by baseline studies, ensuring that constraints are identified 
early and integrated into site design. Where relevant, Landscape and Visual Impact 
Assessments (LVIAs) should also be undertaken to assess effects on the setting of 
heritage assets, including views to and from key historic receptors.   

F.6.9.5 Increasing the appreciation of heritage assets can ensure their importance is safeguarded 
for future generations, as well as encouraging developers to consider the conservation and 
enhancement of heritage assets within site and building design. Policy BN.9 supports the 
conservation and, where appropriate, enhancement of heritage assets, including through 
sensitive interpretation and incorporation into development design. Policy ID.13 also 
supports multifunctional green and blue infrastructure, which can help reveal and reinforce 
historic landscape patterns, improve access to heritage assets, and strengthen their 
legibility within new development. Evidence from site-specific HIAs indicates that 
measures such as retaining green buffers around conservation areas and heritage assets, 
maintaining traditional boundary treatments such as hedgerows, reflecting local building 
materials and settlement character in design, and directing traffic away from sensitive 
heritage receptors can help reduce adverse effects on heritage significance. This can 
include interpretive features, improved public access, and the integration of historic 
features into open space design, helping to ensure that the significance of the historic 
environment is sustained for future generations while accommodating change.  

 
10 Warwickshire County Council (2024) Warwickshire Design Guide. Available at: 
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/warwickshiredesignguide [Date accessed: 02/04/26] 
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F.7 SA Objective 6: Pollution 
 Air Quality Management Area 

F.7.1.1 There are four Air Quality Management Areas (AQMAs) located in the SWLP area: 
Warwick AQMA, Leamington Spa AQMA, Stratford-upon-Avon AQMA, and Studley 
AQMA.  In addition, Coventry AQMA (covering the whole of the city of Coventry) lies 
adjacent to the north of the Plan area.  Excess emissions are already present in these 
areas, where air quality objectives are unlikely to be met and require further management 
and monitoring.  Situating development within 200m of an AQMA is likely to expose site 
end users to higher levels of air pollutants, as well as contribute to an increase in emissions 
in the designation, such as through increased vehicular usage, congestion and urban form.  
The majority of SGLs in the SWLP area are located over 200m from an AQMA. 

F.7.1.2 Seven of the SGLs partially lie within 200m of an AQMA.  SG18(N) and SG18(S) partially 
coincide with Stratford-upon-Avon AQMA.  In addition, SG01, SG02, COV.3 and COV.5 
lie adjacent to the Coventry AQMA.  By locating development close to or within an AQMA, 
emissions are likely to increase in these areas, particularly nitrogen dioxide which these 
AQMAs are designated for.  In addition, SG19 partially coincides with Stratford-upon-Avon 
AQMA.  These SGLs are more likely to expose site end users to higher levels of air 
pollutants, putting them at greater risk of a range of diseases such as asthma, heart 
disease and cancer.  As a result, these seven SGLs are likely to result in a minor negative 
impact on air pollution within AQMAs. 

F.7.1.3 The remaining 15 SGLs are located over 200m from an AQMA and are therefore not 
expected to expose site end users to existing sources of air pollution.  A negligible impact 
is expected for these SGLs on air quality.  However, it should be noted that new 
development can give rise to increased traffic flows and potentially indirect effects on air 
quality within AQMAs; further investigation and assessment would be needed to confirm 
any potential for such effects. 

 Main road 

F.7.2.1 The SWLP area contains of a number of major roads, the most notable being the M40 
running from the northwest to southeast.  Where SGLs are located within 200m of a main 
road (motorway or A Road), this is expected to expose site end users in these areas to 
higher levels of transport associated air and noise pollution. 

F.7.2.2 A total of 20 SGLs are located where part of the SGL area lies within 200m of a main road.  
This includes SG09, SG10 and SG13 SGLs which all lie within 200m of the M40.  The 
remaining 17 SGLs are located within 200m of various A Roads.  These SGLs are 
expected to have a minor negative impact on pollution and exposure to poor air quality for 
main roads. 

F.7.2.3 On the other hand, SG04 and COV.4 are located over 200m from a main road; therefore, 
a negligible impact is expected for these SGLs. 
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F.7.2.4 An increase in vehicles as a result of new, large-scale development is likely to increase 
congestion and traffic-related emissions on these roads, as well as contributing to noise 
pollution.  Further investigation and assessment would be needed to confirm the potential 
for and scale of such effects. 

 Railway line 

F.7.3.1 Several railway lines run through South Warwickshire connecting the Plan area to London 
and the Cotswolds in the south, as well as north to Birmingham, Leicester and beyond.  In 
addition, construction of the proposed HS2 railway cuts through SG01 and SG02, although 
this has not been factored into the assessments at this stage.  Where SGLs lie within 200m 
of a railway line, site end users are expected to experience higher levels of noise pollution 
and vibrations.  The majority of SGLs do not lie within close proximity of a railway line. 

F.7.3.2 A total of seven SGLs are located within 200m of a railway line.  Six of the SGLs including 
SG01, SG02, SG06, SG08, SG18(N) and COV.3 are situated adjacent to railway lines.  
This will be expected to have adverse impacts on the SGLs through increasing exposure 
to air pollution and disturbance. Notably, the HS2 line runs adjacent to SG01 and SG02, 
having the potential to exacerbate noise pollution in the surrounding area.  The remaining 
SGL, SG23, has a railway line running through the SGL.  A minor negative impact has 
therefore been identified for these seven SGLs. 

F.7.3.3 The remaining 16 SGLs are not located in proximity to a railway line and are not expected 
to result in adverse impacts in relation to pollution from railways; therefore, a negligible 
impact is anticipated.  

 Groundwater Source Protection Zone 

F.7.4.1 Groundwater Source Protection Zones (SPZs) have been identified to indicate where 
sources of drinking water may be most at risk to sources of contamination.  South 
Warwickshire contains several SPZs ranging from SPZ1 to SPZ3.  The majority of the 
SGLs are not anticipated to have an adverse impact on SPZs as they are not located within 
these zones.  

F.7.4.2 A total of four SGLs have potential to lead to an adverse impact on SPZs.  The majority of 
SG06 coincides with SPZ3, which will be anticipated to result in potential contamination of 
groundwater as a result of the large capacity of 2,978 homes proposed in the development 
of this SGL.  The southern portion of SG01 is located in SPZ3.  This SGL is proposed for 
a capacity of 4,621 homes and mixed-use development which is expected to have an 
adverse impact on the SPZ from residential, industrial and commercial occupation.  
Approximately half of SG02 and a quarter of COV.3 is situated within SPZ3 where it is 
possible to cause contamination from the construction and occupation of employment and 
residential development.  As a result, these four SGLs have been identified as having a 
minor negative impact on groundwater. 

F.7.4.3 The remaining 19 SGLs do not coincide with SPZs and are therefore unlikely to result in 
any significant adverse impacts of groundwater quality.  As a result, a negligible impact 
has been identified.   
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 Watercourses 

F.7.5.1 Several watercourses run through South Warwickshire including the River Avon, River 
Arrow, River Leam, the River Stour and their tributaries.  Development in proximity to 
watercourses could result in pollution and impact upon the bed and banks of watercourses 
and reduce water quality.  The majority of SGLs are anticipated to have an adverse impact 
on watercourses within and around the Plan area.  

F.7.5.2 One of the SGLs contain areas which are located less than 200m from watercourses: the 
River Alne to the east of SG23.  Ten of the SGLs are adjacent to watercourses, which are 
anticipated to result in greater potential for an adverse impact (SG01, SG02, SG04, SG08, 
SG10, SG12, SG16, SG18(N), SG18(S) and COV.5).  Four SGLs also coincide with 
watercourses (the River Dene at SG15, the River Avon at COV.4 and minor watercourses 
through SG01 and COV.3).  The proposed development associated with the SGLs will 
have greater potential to cause harm to the quality of watercourses, such as the River 
Avon, the River Dene, Gran Brook and the River Stour, among others.  An increased 
number of pollutants entering the watercourses from residential and employment related 
development, as well as potential impact during the construction of these SGLs which 
could result in changes to a watercourses natural pathway, blockages from debris and 
construction materials and other possible pollutants is expected.  Therefore, for these 13 
SGLs minor negative impacts have been identified for their likely effects on watercourses. 

F.7.5.3 Seven of the SGLs are less likely to significantly adversely affect the watercourses as they 
are located beyond 200m from watercourses.  As a result, SG03, SG05, SG06, SG07, 
SG09, SG13 and SG19 have been identified as having a negligible impact.  However, each 
development site would need to be evaluated according to land use type, size of 
development and exact location.  The proposed development at all SGLs has the potential 
to lead to adverse impacts such as those resulting from runoff.  

Table F.7.1: Assessment of SGLs against SA Objective 6: Pollution 

SGL no. Strategic Growth Location 
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SG01 South of Coventry - - - - - 
SG02 Stoneleigh Park Employment 0 - - - - 
SG03 Coventry Airport - - 0 0 0 
SG04 South of Kenilworth 0 - 0 0 - 
SG05 East of Lillington 0 0 0 0 0 
SG06 North of Leamington 0 - - - 0 
SG07 Wedgnock Park Farm Employment 0 - 0 0 0 
SG08 West of Warwick 0 - - 0 - 
SG09 South of Europa Way 0 - 0 0 0 
SG10 Bishop’s Tachbrook 0 - 0 0 - 
SG12 Southam 0 - 0 0 - 
SG13 Gaydon Lighthorne Heath 0 - 0 0 0 
SG15 North of Wellesbourne 0 - 0 0 - 
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SGL no. Strategic Growth Location 
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SG16 South of Wellesbourne 0 - 0 0 - 
SG18 (N) West of Stratford-upon-Avon (North) - - - 0 - 
SG18 (S) West of Stratford-upon-Avon (South) - - 0 0 - 
SG19 East of Stratford-upon-Avon  - - 0 0 0 
SG20 North and East of Bidford-on-Avon  0 - 0 0 - 
SG23 North of Henley-in-Arden 0 - - 0 - 
COV.3 South of Coventry (Kings Hill) - - - - - 
COV.4 Gateway South, South of Coventry 0 0 0 0 - 
COV.5 Whitley South, South of Coventry - - 0 0 - 

 Ranking 

Best performing Worst performing 

SG05: East of Lillington  SG01: South of Coventry 
COV.4: Gateway South, South of Coventry COV.3: South of Coventry (Kings Hill) 
SG07: Wedgnock Park Farm Employment SG18 (N): West of Stratford-upon-Avon (North) 
SG09: South of Europa Way SG08: West of Warwick 
SG04: South of Kenilworth SG02: Stoneleigh Park Employment 

F.7.6.1 Adverse effects related to pollution have been identified for the majority of SGLs, although 
some SGLs are expected to result in greater adverse impacts than others.  All impacts on 
pollution were considered equally when identifying the best and worst performing options. 

F.7.6.2 The best performing SGL for pollution is identified as SG05.  The SGL is located away 
from all pollution receptors assessed under SA Objective 6 and has no adverse impacts 
identified.  Similarly, COV.4 has no identified adverse impacts; however, owing to its larger 
employment site area, it has been ranked second.   Various other SGLs are expected to 
have a small number of impacts on pollution, and so could be seen as the next best 
performing.  SG04 is located less than 200m from watercourses, whilst SG07 and SG09 
are located less than 200m from main roads; no other adverse impacts are expected for 
these SGLs, although it is worth noting all SGLs have potential for downstream impacts 
on water quality, and the generation of air pollution. 

F.7.6.3 The worst performing SGL for pollution is SG01, which lies adjacent to the Coventry 
AQMA, an A Road, and a railway line.  The southern portion of the SGL also coincides 
with an area of SPZ3, whilst several brooks run through the site.  Similarly, COV.3 has 
identified adverse effects on all receptors under objective 6, however owing to its smaller 
size, it has been ranked lower. 

F.7.6.4 Several other SGLs are also expected to result in a number of adverse impacts on 
pollution.  SG18(N), lies adjacent to the A46 and a railway line, and is located adjacent to 
Stratford-upon-Avon Canal.  
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F.7.6.5 Additionally, the majority of SG08 lies within 200m buffers of main roads, watercourses 
and railway lines, where scope for avoidance for pollution related impacts is small.  
Similarly, SG02 is located where most of the SGL area is within 200m buffers for main 
roads and watercourses, and a large area in the northern half of the SGL coincides with 
SPZ3.  SG23 also runs adjacent to A roads, has a railway running through the centre and 
runs adjacent to a watercourse.   

 Mitigation potential  

F.7.7.1 In line with the mitigation hierarchy the primary means through which impacts relating to 
pollution should be prevented is through avoidance.  Several of the SGLs have small 
parcels which coincide with a receptor resulting in adverse impacts. Policy BN.8 (Pollution 
and Environmental Quality) seeks to ensure that development does not result in 
unacceptable levels of pollution, including air, noise, vibration and contamination, and that 
sensitive uses are only permitted where adverse effects can be avoided, mitigated or 
appropriately managed. In order to support this, it may be appropriate to exclude or 
redesign parcels of SGLs where they coincide with Source Protection Zones or other 
pollution-sensitive locations, or to ensure that built development is directed away from 
these areas, thereby reducing potential risks to water quality and human health. 

F.7.7.2 It is recommended that SGLs located within 200m of an AQMA or a main road direct 
residential uses and other pedestrian areas away from these receptors, to limit exposure 
to air pollutants. Policy BN.8 requires that development demonstrates that unacceptable 
exposure will be avoided or mitigated. In such locations, residential and other sensitive 
uses should be located and designed to reduce exposure to air and noise pollution through 
appropriate layout, orientation, buffering and design measures. Policy DS.18 (Well-
Designed Places) supports this approach by requiring development to be responsive to 
environmental constraints and to incorporate design measures that protect amenity and 
health. In addition, Policies ID.5 (Sustainable Transport Accessibility) and ID.1 (Securing 
Infrastructure Provision) support improvements to sustainable transport networks, helping 
to reduce reliance on private vehicles and associated emissions.   

F.7.7.3 All SGLs are likely to increase traffic and associated air pollution to some extent; however, 
Policy ID.5 seeks to maximise uptake of active travel and public transport through 
improved accessibility and connectivity, which will help reduce vehicle emissions over 
time. Policy ID.6 (Electric Vehicle Infrastructure) will also support a transition towards 
lower-emission transport by enabling the rollout of EV charging infrastructure across 
residential, employment and public areas, reducing reliance on petrol and diesel vehicles. 
While these measures will assist in reducing overall emissions, more detailed air quality 
and noise assessments will be required at the development management stage to ensure 
compliance with Policy BN.8 and to assess potential cumulative impacts, particularly in 
relation to AQMAs and heavily trafficked corridors.  
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F.7.7.4 Technological advances including the increased use of electric and low emissions vehicles 
will be expected to mitigate some adverse impacts, particularly regarding air quality such 
as through reducing emissions of harmful pollutants such as NO2 and particulate matter. 
Policy ID.13 (Green and Blue Infrastructure) supports the incorporation of vegetation and 
green infrastructure which can provide localised benefits in terms of air quality mitigation 
and pollutant filtration. In addition, Policy DS.18 encourages well-designed places that 
integrate sustainable transport infrastructure and reduce the need to travel, helping to 
reduce congestion and associated emissions through more sustainable patterns of 
development. 

F.7.7.5 In relation to the water environment, Policy BN.8 is intended to help ensure that 
development does not give rise to unacceptable pollution, including contamination of 
watercourses and groundwater. Policy BN.13 (Waterways) further seeks to protect and 
enhance the ecological and water quality function of rivers and canals, ensuring that 
development avoids adverse impacts and contributes to improvement where possible. 
Policy ID.11 (Water Supply and Wastewater Infrastructure) is intended to help ensure that 
adequate infrastructure is in place to serve development and to prevent deterioration in 
water quality in both surface and groundwater environments, including supporting 
compliance with environmental objectives such as the Water Framework Directive.  

F.7.7.6 Policy ID.12 (Multifunctional Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems), supported by Policy 
ID.13, will also play an important role in mitigating water pollution risks by requiring SuDS 
and green infrastructure measures that manage surface water at source, reduce runoff 
rates, and improve water quality through natural filtration processes. These approaches, 
combined with strengthened green infrastructure networks, will help to reduce diffuse 
pollution and improve resilience within the water environment. However, while these 
policies provide a strong framework for mitigation, they are unlikely to fully eliminate 
potential adverse effects in all cases, particularly where cumulative impacts arise across 
wider catchments or where development is located in proximity to sensitive pollution 
receptors. 
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F.8 SA Objective 7: Natural Resources 
 Best and most versatile land 

F.8.1.1 The SWLP area primarily comprises Grade 3 soil according to the Agricultural Land 
Classification (ALC), with smaller areas of Grade 2 and Grade 4 soil being distributed 
throughout the Plan area.  Soil of Grades 1, 2 and Subgrade 3a are considered to be the 
‘Best and Most Versatile’ (BMV) soils, which have the highest versatility and suitability for 
growing crops, as well as contributing to ecosystem services.  It is unknown whether the 
Grade 3 land in South Warwickshire falls into Subgrade 3a or 3b; therefore, a 
precautionary approach has been taken and potential BMV land has been assessed as 
either Grade 1, 2 or 3.   

F.8.1.2 A total of 20 SGLs contain over 20ha of potential BMV land and have potential to result in 
the loss of high-quality agricultural land and associated ecosystem services.  For instance, 
SG09 comprises 203.85ha and is wholly situated on land classed as Grade 2 and 3, which 
may result in the loss of a significant amount of BMV land.  The proposed development at 
these 20 SGLs therefore has potential to result in a major negative impact on BMV soils.  
SG16 and SG02 also contain a proportion of previously developed land (Wellesbourne 
Airfield, and Stoneleigh Park respectively) and COV.4 primarily comprises non-agricultural 
land, although the undeveloped areas nonetheless could lead to the loss of over 20ha 
BMV land depending on the development layout. 

F.8.1.3 SGL COV.5 primarily comprises Grade 3 agricultural land. However, given the site's 
relatively small area of 16 hectares, only a minor negative effect has been identified, as 
the potential loss of BMV agricultural land would be less significant than for the other 20 
SGLs. 

F.8.1.4 The remaining SGL, SG03, is situated on previously developed land comprising non-
agricultural and urban land.  Focusing development within this SGL will help prevent the 
loss of BMV land elsewhere across the Plan area; therefore, a minor positive impact has 
been identified for this SGL on BMV land.   

 Mineral Safeguarding Areas 

F.8.2.1 Sterilisation of mineral resources can occur where development is situated on, or close to, 
the boundary of a resource.  Using data supplied by the British Geological Survey, 
Warwickshire County Council has mapped Mineral Safeguarding Areas (MSA) in the 
county which encompasses the entirety of the Plan area11.  The SWLP area primarily 
consists of unconsolidated sand and gravel, building stone, areas of brick clay in Warwick 
District, and raw cement in Stratford-on-Avon District where small areas of crushed rock 
also exist in the south and southeastern border.   

 
11 Warwickshire County Council (2024) Minerals Local Plan Map.  Available at: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/minerals-
local-plan-1 [Date accessed: 02/04/26] 
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F.8.2.2 A total of 20 SGLs have potential to result in adverse impacts on an MSA.  This includes 
nine SGLs (SG03, SG04, SG05, SG08, SG15, SG19 and SG16), which all wholly coincide 
with an MSA that contains unconsolidated sand and gravel resources.  SG01, SG02, 
SG06, SG07, SG09, SG10, SG12, SG13, SG18(S), SG20, SG23, COV.3 and COV.4 
partially coincide with MSAs. A minor negative impact is identified for these 20 SGLs where 
development may lead to sterilisation of underlying mineral resources. 

F.8.2.3 The remaining two SGLs, SG18(N) and COV.5, lie wholly outside of all MSAs.  A negligible 
impact has therefore been identified for these SGL.  

Table F.8.1: Assessment of SGLs against SA Objective 7: Natural Resources 

SGL no. Strategic Growth Location BMV land MSA 

SG01 South of Coventry  -- - 
SG02 Stoneleigh Park Employment -- - 
SG03 Coventry Airport + - 
SG04 South of Kenilworth -- - 
SG05 East of Lillington -- - 
SG06 North of Leamington  -- - 
SG07 Wedgnock Park Farm -- - 
SG08 West of Warwick  -- - 
SG09 South of Europa Way  -- - 
SG10 Bishops Tachbrook  -- - 
SG12 Southam -- - 
SG13 Gaydon Lighthorne Heath -- - 
SG15 North of Wellesbourne -- - 
SG16 South of Wellesbourne -- - 
SG18(N) West of Stratford-upon-Avon (North of A422) -- 0 
SG18(S) West of Stratford-upon-Avon (South of A422) -- - 
SG19 East of Stratford-upon-Avon  -- - 
SG20 North and East of Bidford-on-Avon -- - 
SG23 North of Henley-in-Arden -- - 
COV.3 South of Coventry (Kings Hill) -- - 
COV.4 Gateway South, South of Coventry -- - 
COV.5 Whitley South, South of Coventry - 0 

 Ranking 

Best performing Worst performing 

SG03: Coventry Airport SG06: North of Leamington  
COV.5: Whitley South, South of Coventry SG02: Stoneleigh Park Employment 
SG18 (N): West of Stratford-upon-Avon (N) SG15: North of Wellesbourne 
SG04: South of Kenilworth SG01: South of Coventry 
SG07: Wedgnock Park Farm SG20: North and East of Bidford-on-Avon 
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F.8.3.1 The large-scale of proposed development is expected to result in the depletion of large 
areas of BMV soil and potential sterilisation of mineral resources within MSAs.  The 
majority of sites which coincide with MSAs that protect unconsolidated sand and gravel, 
which forms the majority of safeguarded minerals in the Plan area and therefore exists in 
abundance, covering a large geographic area beyond the SGL boundaries.  As such, when 
considering the best and worst performing SGLs for natural resources, less weighting has 
been placed on those which coincide with unconsolidated sand and gravel MSAs. 

F.8.3.2 SG03 is identified as the best performing option for natural resources, as although the 
SGL coincides with an MSA, it will not result in any loss of BMV soil or agricultural land.  
SG19 (N) performs relatively well, as it is the only site that does not coincide with an MSA. 
The subsequent best performing options have been identified where the land lost consists 
predominantly of urban, Grade 4 and Grade 3 ALC land. This is expected to result in less 
severe adverse impacts than development on Grade 2 ALC land, which is more likely to 
represent BMV land.  

F.8.3.3 SG06 is identified as the worst performing option as the majority of the SGL consists of 
Grade 2 ALC land, some of the most valuable agricultural land in South Warwickshire.  
The majority of the SGL also coincides with an MSA.  Following this, the subsequent worst 
performing options are identified where a large proportion of these are coincident with 
Grade 2 and Grade 3 ALC land, as well as where the SGL coincides with MSAs.  

 Mitigation potential  

F.8.4.1 The loss of agricultural land is considered to be permanent and has very little scope for 
mitigation, as construction damages soil through excavation, compaction, erosion, 
pollution and contamination. Policy BN.6 (Agricultural Land and Soils) seeks to protect the 
best and most versatile (BMV) agricultural land and ensure that it is avoided where 
possible. In line with this approach, development should be directed to previously 
developed land in accordance with Policy DS.2 (Spatial Development Strategy), which 
prioritises the reuse of brownfield sites. Where development of SGLs is necessary, 
avoiding parcels of the highest quality agricultural land (Grades 1 and 2) will be the most 
effective means of reducing impacts, for example through refinement of site boundaries 
within areas such as SG01, SG06, SG09 and SG15 where BMV soils are present.  
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F.8.4.2 Considering development is still likely to result in the loss of a large proportion of Grade 3 
soil, soil and agricultural land quality surveys can be used to identify the grade of 
agricultural land as Grade 3a or 3b, in accordance with the ALC criteria as published by 
Natural England12.  This can be carried out as a two-step process, firstly undertaking desk 
studies of published soil, geological, flood risk and climate information, and subsequently 
undertaking fieldwork to assess the site and soil conditions, usually involving digging soil 
pits or auger borings.  This can be incorporated into an Environmental Impact Assessment 
(EIA) or a standalone soil assessment.  As highlighted in IEMA’s ‘A New Perspective on 
Land and Soil in Environmental Impact Assessment’ (2022)13, although it is not possible 
to entirely mitigate the loss of agricultural land to a development, it is possible to mitigate 
the displacement of soils.  Where it is not possible to wholly avoid built development in 
areas with high-value soils, the collection of soil data should allow the magnitude of 
potential impacts relating to the site-specific temporary or permanent displacement of soils 
to be assessed. Policies DS.1 (Environmental Mitigation and Compensation) and ID.13 
(Green and Blue Infrastructure) also support the integration of environmental 
enhancement measures, which can help reduce soil degradation and erosion through the 
incorporation of green infrastructure and sustainable drainage. 

F.8.4.3 It is recommended that good practice guidance is followed regarding soil handling, to 
ensure that opportunities for on-site and off-site re-use of soils are explored that best 
maintain soil functions, for example DEFRA’s ‘Construction Code of Practice for the 
Sustainable Use of Soils on Construction Sites’ (2009)14. Policy BN.6 encourages the 
protection and sustainable use of soils during construction, and development should follow 
recognised best practice guidance for soil handling, storage and reuse to minimise 
irreversible damage. This includes the careful stripping, storage and reinstatement of 
topsoil and subsoil, helping to maintain soil functionality where possible. While such 
measures cannot fully mitigate the permanent loss of agricultural land, they can reduce 
the degradation of soil resources within and surrounding development sites. 

F.8.4.4 Soils are an essential resource for ecosystem services including nutrient cycling and water 
filtration.  Although human-made methods cannot fully compensate for the loss of soils and 
their biomass functions, Policy ID.13 (Green and Blue Infrastructure) supports the 
incorporation of green infrastructure, which can help to maintain infiltration, reduce runoff 
and support soil stability. In addition, Policy BN.4 (Trees, Hedges and Woodland) and 
Policy DS.1 support environmental enhancement through vegetation and habitat creation, 
which can reduce erosion and improve soil condition in retained areas. Policy ID.14 (Open 
Space, Play, Recreation and Community Growing Spaces) also supports the provision of 
allotments and community growing areas, helping to retain some productive land use 
functions within development schemes.  

 
12 Natural England (2017) Provisional Agricultural Land Classification (ALC).  Available at: https://naturalengland-
defra.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/Defra::provisional-agricultural-land-classification-alc-england/about [Date accessed: 
02/04/26] 
13 IEMA (2022) Launch of New IEMA Guidance on Land and Soils. Available at: 
https://www.iema.net/resources/blogs/2022/02/17/iema-launch-of-new-eia-guidance-on-land-and-soils-february-2022/ [Date 
accessed: 02/04/26] 
14 DEFRA (2009) Construction Code of Practice for the Sustainable Use of Soils on Construction Sites. Available at: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5b2264ff40f0b634cfb50650/pb13298-code-of-practice-090910.pdf [Date 
accessed: 02/04/26] 
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F.8.4.5 Additionally, where the loss of BMV soil is unavoidable, there should be careful 
consideration taken to the layout and design of the development where valuable soil 
resources should be used for the integration of GI, open spaces or the use of community 
allotments. Policy ID.14 provides an opportunity to direct remaining higher-quality soils 
towards community growing spaces, allotments or orchards, helping to retain some local 
food production capacity. Similarly, Policy ID.13 encourages multifunctional green 
infrastructure which can incorporate areas of retained soil resource, supporting both 
biodiversity and amenity functions.  This would prevent the loss of high-quality land which 
can be well protected and utilised for GI and open space provision, recreation and growing 
food. 

F.8.4.6 As with BMV land, avoidance should be prioritised to prevent the sterilisation of MSAs.  
However, considering the majority of SGLs coincide with MSAs including nine which wholly 
coincide, scope for avoidance is minimal.  Liaison with the minerals authority 
(Warwickshire County Council) will be required to determine whether there are particular 
locations within MSAs that may be the most viable for extraction, to ensure these areas 
remain protected.  This may lead to certain SGLs being recommended for exclusion. 

F.8.4.7 Minerals with surface deposits can be extracted using opencast methods, which involve 
excavating overlying rock to access mineral resources.  For instance, sand and gravel are 
made up of surface deposits and cover a large proportion of the SWLP area.  These require 
on-site soil conservation for the land to remain viable, where sites have been identified for 
minerals extraction of this nature in the Warwickshire Minerals Plan15.  Development within 
SGLs must ensure this will not limit the transportation and storage of minerals around these 
areas, particularly where this coincides with MSAs. 

 
15 Warwickshire County Council (2018) Warwickshire Minerals Plan.  Available at: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/mineral-
waste-plans/minerals-development-framework [Date accessed: 02/04/26] 
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F.9 SA Objective 8: Waste 
 Potential increase in household waste generation 

F.9.1.1 The estimated total household waste produced in Stratford-on-Avon in 2025/2025 was 
54,499 tonnes, and in Warwick 50,390 tonnes, according to the UK local authority 
household waste data16.  Of this total collected household waste, 63.9% in Stratford-on-
Avon District and 57% in Warwick District was sent for reuse or recycling.  

F.9.1.2 Residential-led and mixed-use development is likely to result in a significant increase in 
household waste generation.  Of the 15 residential-led SGLs, 13 have a capacity over the 
1% threshold described in the methodology (see Appendix E).  A major negative impact 
is therefore identified for these SGLs. 

F.9.1.3 Two of the residential-led SGLs (SG08 and SG09) have a capacity over the 0.1% threshold 
described in the methodology (see Appendix E). A minor negative impact is therefore 
identified for these two SGLs.  

F.9.1.4 Seven of the SGLs (SG02, SG03, SG07, SG13, SG16, COV.4 and COV.5) are proposed 
solely for employment use, where contextual details regarding the specific nature and 
scale of development each site will incorporate is currently unknown.  Although it is likely 
these SGLs will generate waste, the extent and nature of this waste is currently unknown.  
Consequently, the impact that these SGLs may have with regard to South Warwickshire’s 
waste production as a whole is uncertain. 

Table F.9.1: Assessment of SGLs against SA Objective 8: Waste 

SGL no. Strategic Growth Location Potential increase in household waste generation 

SG01 South of Coventry -- 
SG02 Stoneleigh Park Employment +/- 
SG03 Coventry Airport +/- 
SG04 South of Kenilworth -- 
SG05 East of Lillington -- 
SG06 North of Leamington -- 
SG07 Wedgnock Park Farm +/- 
SG08 West of Warwick - 
SG09 South of Europa Way - 
SG10 Bishops Tachbrook -- 
SG12 Southam -- 
SG13 Gaydon Lighthorne Heath +/- 
SG15 North of Wellesbourne -- 
SG16 South of Wellesbourne +/- 
SG18(N) West of Stratford-upon-Avon (North of A422) -- 
SG18(S) West of Stratford-upon-Avon (South of A422) -- 
SG19 East of Stratford-upon-Avon  -- 

 
16 Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (2025) Local Authority Collected Waste Statistics for 2023/2024. 
Available at: www.gov.uk/government/statistics/local-authority-collected-waste-management-annual-results [Date accessed: 
11/03/26] 
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SGL no. Strategic Growth Location Potential increase in household waste generation 

SG20 North and East of Bidford-on-Avon  -- 
SG23 North of Henley-in-Arden -- 
COV.3 South of Coventry (Kings Hill) -- 
COV.4 Gateway South, South of Coventry +/- 
COV.5 Whitley South, South of Coventry +/- 

 Ranking 

F.9.2.1 All 15 SGLs with residential capacity are expected to result in adverse impacts on 
household waste, where the proposed development has potential to significantly increase 
the production of household waste in the SWLP area.  A thorough ranking exercise has 
not been possible, as the assessment is based on limited data solely relating to their 
housing capacities.  The capacity of each SGL would be the only information available to 
inform the ranking, potentially introducing bias by assuming waste generation will increase 
with the number of new homes.  Additionally, seven of the SGLs are proposed for 
employment-led use and as such the production of waste associated with each of these 
SGLs is not known. 

 Mitigation potential  

F.9.3.1 The high housing capacities attributed to the SGLs limit the potential for waste generation 
to be effectively reduced. However, Policy ID.1 (Securing Infrastructure Provision) is 
intended to help secure the provision of, or contributions towards, the infrastructure 
necessary to support sustainable growth, including waste management facilities. In 
addition, policies within the adopted Warwickshire Waste Core Strategy (2013–2028), 
including CS1 (Waste Management Capacity), CS2 (Spatial Waste Planning Strategy) and 
CS8 (Safeguarding of Waste Management Sites),	are intended to help maintain sufficient 
waste management capacity, support the management of waste in line with the waste 
hierarchy, and safeguard existing waste infrastructure from incompatible development.  

F.9.3.2 In addition, the Warwickshire Waste Plan17 has outlined mechanisms for managing and 
reducing waste in the county, which is primarily associated with behavioural solutions.  
These include previous targets to reuse, recycle or compost at least 50% household waste 
by 2020, such as through diverting municipal waste from landfill for recycling, composting 
or energy recovery purposes.  Stratford-on-Avon District had the highest household 
recycling rate in England in 2024/2025 at 63.9%; these behaviours are likely to continue 
in new developments in the district.  Through providing suitable facilities for waste disposal, 
such as integrating recycling facilities into accessible locations, the SWLP can encourage 
residents and businesses to engage with behaviours that seek to minimise waste 
production.  The careful location and integration of waste solutions, as well as the layout 
of new neighbourhoods, can also help to improve efficiency for waste collection and 
management, and reduce HGV movements. 

 
17 Warwickshire County Council (2013) Warwickshire Waste Core Strategy.  Available at: 
https://api.warwickshire.gov.uk/documents/WCCC-680-279.  [Date accessed: 01/04/26] 
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F.9.3.3 Through the provision and integration of appropriate waste management infrastructure 
within or close to new development, there is potential to support more efficient waste 
collection, recycling and recovery. This may include the incorporation of accessible 
recycling facilities within new neighbourhoods and employment areas, helping to 
encourage behavioural change and reduce reliance on landfill disposal. The layout and 
design of SGLs can also support more efficient servicing arrangements, which may reduce 
the need for waste collection vehicle movements and improve operational efficiency. 

F.9.3.4 Industrial and commercial waste can also be reduced to some extent.  Life-cycle 
assessments can be undertaken to minimise waste production from the construction, 
occupancy, and the potential future demolition of development.  Efficient use of materials, 
as well as re-use of any existing buildings and materials where possible, should be 
considered to prevent excess waste from construction, as well as considering waste from 
end-of-life demolition. Policy ID.22 (Large-scale Renewable Energy Generation and 
Storage Requirements) also supports wider circular economy outcomes, including energy 
recovery from waste through technologies such as anaerobic digestion and biomass, 
where appropriate. 
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F.10 SA Objective 9: Housing 
 Housing provision 

F.10.1.1 Residential-led and mixed-use development SGLs are likely to result in a net gain in 
housing.  SGLs which have been identified as having capacity for 100 or more dwellings 
are expected to make a significant contribution towards meeting housing needs if 
developed, and result in a major positive impact on housing provision. 

F.10.1.2 All 15 SGLs proposed for residential-led use are expected to provide a minimum of 
approximately 655 homes.  Notably, SG01 has the capacity for approximately 4,015 
homes which has potential to deliver over a significant proportion of the total housing need 
for the Plan period.  Therefore, these 15 SGLs will result in a major positive impact on 
housing. 

F.10.1.3 The remaining seven SGLs are proposed for employment use: SG02, SG03, SG07, SG13, 
SG16, COV.4 and COV.5.  A negligible impact is expected for these SGLs on housing 
provision.  

F.10.1.4 In addition to the provision of housing, eight SGLs (SG13, SG09, SG20, SG23, SG12, 
SG18, SG19, SG15) will provide Gypsy and Traveller pitches, contributing towards 
meeting the identified accommodation needs of Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling 
Showpeople (GTTS) communities within the area. The provision of dedicated pitches 
would support the delivery of inclusive and sustainable communities and help address the 
diverse housing needs of the population. 

Table F.10.1: Assessment of SGLs against SA Objective 9: Housing 

SGL no. Strategic Growth Location Housing provision 

SG01 South of Coventry ++ 
SG02 Stoneleigh Park Employment 0 
SG03 Coventry Airport 0 
SG04 South of Kenilworth ++ 
SG05 East of Lillington ++ 
SG06 North of Leamington ++ 
SG07 Wedgnock Park Farm Employment 0 
SG08 West of Warwick ++ 
SG09 South of Europa Way ++ 
SG10 Bishop’s Tachbrook ++ 
SG12 Southam ++ 
SG13 Gaydon Lighthorne Heath 0 
SG15 North of Wellesbourne ++ 
SG16 South of Wellesbourne 0 
SG18 (N) West of Stratford-upon-Avon (North) ++ 
SG18 (S) West of Stratford-upon-Avon (South) ++ 
SG19 East of Stratford-upon-Avon  ++ 
SG20 North and East of Bidford-on-Avon  ++ 
SG23 North of Henley-in-Arden ++ 
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SGL no. Strategic Growth Location Housing provision 

COV.3 South of Coventry (Kings Hill) ++ 
COV.4 Gateway South, South of Coventry 0 
COV.5 Whitley South, South of Coventry 0 

 Ranking 

F.10.2.1 All 15 SGLs with indicated residential capacities will be expected to support the delivery of 
housing in the SWLP area, helping to meet the identified need.  However, this assessment 
is limited by the data available, such as a lack of information regarding the extent of 
affordable, accessible or range of different sized homes to be provided within each SGL.  
Subsequently, these SGLs have not been fully ranked for housing, to avoid introducing 
bias which may assume that a greater number of houses directly correlates with providing 
homes to suit a wider range of needs.   

F.10.2.2 Based only on the limited information available, the worst performing option would be 
identified as SG09 which has a capacity for 655 homes, and the best performing option 
would be identified as SG01 which has a capacity for 4,015 homes. 

 Mitigation potential  

F.10.3.1 No negative impacts have been identified in relation to housing, however developers need 
to ensure these numbers reflect a range housing types to cater for the varied needs of 
residents, as well as providing high quality and appropriately sized homes.  This includes 
provision for affordable housing, supported living, single and multiple occupancy homes, 
homes which cater for accessibility requirements, and land for Gypsy and Traveller use, 
ultimately ensuring the widest possible range of benefits for different community members. 
In accordance with Policies HO.3 and HO.4, development should provide an appropriate 
proportion of affordable housing and a balanced mix of housing tenures, including 
affordable rent, social rent and home ownership options where relevant. Development 
should also incorporate homes suitable for different household types and life stages, 
including families, older people, single-person households, supported and specialist 
accommodation, accessible and adaptable homes, and provision for Gypsy and Traveller 
needs where identified. This will help ensure that housing delivery supports inclusive and 
sustainable communities and maximises benefits across different sections of the 
population. 

F.10.3.2 Developers must ensure that any proposed development has been designed to align with 
the Warwickshire Design Guide18. Housing of high-quality design and layout should also 
be integrated within developments, ensuring it blends with the local character, landscape, 
heritage features and distinctive setting of South Warwickshire.    

 

 
18 Warwickshire County Council (2024) Warwickshire Design Guide. Available at: 
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/warwickshiredesignguide [Date accessed: 02/04/26] 
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F.11 SA Objective 10: Health 
 Access to NHS hospital with Accident & Emergency department 

F.11.1.1 Warwick Hospital is located in the centre of Warwick and provides an accident and 
emergency (A&E) department.  Other nearby hospitals with A&E departments include 
Alexandra Hospital, situated 300m west of the Stratford-on-Avon District boundary in 
Redditch, Horton General Hospital situated 5.5km southeast of the Stratford-on-Avon 
boundary in Banbury, and University Hospital Coventry located 5.1km north of the Warwick 
District boundary in Coventry. Employment-led SGLs (SG02, SG03, SG07, SG13, SG16, 
COV.4 and COV.5) are identified to have a negligible effect on access to health facilities.  

F.11.1.2 A total of five SGLs (SG04, SG06, SG08, SG09 and SG10) coincide with the 5km buffer 
from an NHS hospital with an A&E hospital, with SG08 being the closest in proximity at 
1km from Warwick Hospital. 

F.11.1.3 The remaining 10 SGLs are located over 5km from an NHS hospital, therefore a major 
negative impact on health has been identified.   

 Access to GP surgery 

F.11.2.1 There are 40 GP surgeries with the SWLP area, largely located in the Leamington Spa 
urban area, whereas the rest are more sparsely located across Warwick, Stratford-upon-
Avon and the rural settlements.  

F.11.2.2 It is worth noting that the assessment does not factor in current or future capacities for 
healthcare provision, which may result in GPs having an inadequate capacity to uptake 
new patients even where these GP surgeries lie within a sustainable distance from SGLs.   

F.11.2.3 A total of 13 SGLs (SG01, SG04, SG06, SG08, SG09, SG12, SG15, SG18(N), SG18(S), 
SG19, SG20, COV.3, and SG23) are located where less than 30% of the SGL lies within 
a sustainable distance of 800m from a GP surgery, including six SGLs which lie wholly 
outside of the sustainable distance buffer (SG01, SG04, SG09, SG18(N), COV.3 and 
SG18(S)).  A minor negative impact is expected for these 13 SGLs. 

F.11.2.4 Of the remaining two SGLs, SG10 is located where 43.8% of the site is located within 
800m of a GP surgery. As part of these development proposals are within a sustainable 
distance to a GP surgery, a minor positive impact is expected for this SGL.  In addition, 
66% of SG05 lies within 800m of Cubbington Road Surgery and Valley Road Medical 
Practice.  Consequently, a major positive impact is expected for this SGL on access to GP 
surgeries.  

 Access to leisure facilities 

F.11.3.1 There is a total of 11 leisure facilities located across the Plan area. Leisure facilities include 
publicly owned swimming pools and sports centres.  These are sparsely located 
throughout the SWLP area and include ‘Leisure Centre, St Nicholas Park’, ‘Shipston 
Leisure Centre’ and ‘Southam Leisure Centre and swimming pool’ to name a few.   



Regulation 19 SA of the SWLP: Appendix F – Strategic Growth Locations           July 2026 
LC-1421_SWLP_R19_SA_Appendix_F_Strategic Growth Locations_14_140726BT.docx 

© Lepus Consulting for Stratford-on-Avon District and Warwick District Councils F51 

F.11.3.2 A total of 15 SGLs are located outside of the 1.5km sustainable distance to a leisure facility, 
the furthest being the SG23 which lies 7.5km from Studley Leisure Centre.  As these 15 
SGLs are located outside of a sustainable distance to a leisure facility, a minor negative 
impact is expected.  

 Access to greenspace 

F.11.4.1 Greenspaces are distributed throughout the SWLP area, where these are more densely 
located within the urban areas of Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwick and Leamington Spa.  
These include parks, allotments, playing fields and sports facilities.  The majority of SGLs 
are located in proximity to a greenspace access point.   

F.11.4.2 SG09 is wholly situated over 800m from an access point to an existing public or local 
greenspace.  This locates site end users outside of a sustainable distance to greenspaces, 
therefore potentially limiting the associated physical and mental health benefits of outdoor 
recreation.  A minor negative impact is therefore expected for this SGL for access to 
existing greenspace. 

F.11.4.3 SG10, SG16 and COV.3 are located where between 30-50% of the SGL lies within 800m 
of an existing greenspace. These SGLs are likely to provide residents with good access to 
outdoor space and a diverse range of natural habitats. A minor positive impact is therefore 
expected for these SGLs. 

F.11.4.4 The remaining 11 SGLs (SG01, SG04, SG05, SG06, SG08, SG12, SG18(N), SG18(S) 
and SG23) are located where over 50% of the SGL lies within 800m of a greenspace 
access point.  This includes four SGLs which lie wholly within 800m.  For instance, SG05 
is located in close proximity to Mason Avenue Park, the Campion Hills Allotments, Newbold 
Comyn Country Park, Cubbington Waterworks Play Area and Cubbington Village Hall Play 
Area.  SG06 and SG08 are also wholly located in proximity to a variety of greenspaces 
including parks, cemeteries, golf courses and children’s play areas.  As a result, these 11 
SGLs are likely to have a major positive impact on access to existing greenspaces for site 
end users.  

 Access to PRoW / cycle path 

F.11.5.1 Access to Public Rights of Way (PRoW) and cycle routes provides site end users with 
good pedestrian and cycle access to local facilities, as well as encouraging sustainable 
and active forms of travel.  All SGLs are located within the sustainable distance of 600m 
to a PRoW and/or cycle path.   

F.11.5.2 The proposed development at all SGLs currently overlaps with the PRoW network and the 
majority of the cycle network, besides SG05, SG09 and SG23 where the cycle network 
does not coincide with the SGL.  Notably, two SGLs are located where 80-100% of the 
SGL lies within 600m of both a PRoW and cycle path.  These include SG08 and SG18(N).  
Overall, all 15 SGLs are likely to result in a minor positive impact on access to the PRoW 
and cycle networks.   
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Table F.11.1: Assessment of SGLs against SA Objective 10: Health 

SGL no. Strategic Growth Location NHS 
hospital 

GP 
surgery 

Leisure 
facilities 

Greensp
ace 

PRoW / 
cycle 

SG01 South of Coventry - - - ++ + 
SG02 Stoneleigh Park Employment 0 0 0 0 0 
SG03 Coventry Airport 0 0 0 0 0 
SG04 South of Kenilworth ++ - - ++ + 
SG05 East of Lillington - ++ - ++ + 
SG06 North of Leamington ++ - - ++ + 
SG07 Wedgnock Park Farm 0 0 0 0 0 
SG08 West of Warwick ++ - - ++ + 
SG09 South of Europa Way ++ - - - + 
SG10 Bishops Tachbrook ++ + - + + 
SG12 Southam - - - ++ + 
SG13 Gaydon Lighthorne Heath 0 0 0 0 0 
SG15 North of Wellesbourne - - - + + 
SG16 South of Wellesbourne 0 0 0 0 0 
SG18(N) West of Stratford-upon-Avon 

(North of A422) - - - ++ + 
SG18(S) West of Stratford-upon-Avon 

(South of A422) - - - ++ + 
SG19 East of Stratford-upon-Avon  - - - ++ + 
SG20 North and East of Bidford-on-Avon - - - ++ + 
SG23 North of Henley-in-Arden - - - ++ + 
COV.3 South of Coventry (Kings Hill) - - - + + 
COV.4 Gateway South, South of Coventry 0 0 0 0 0 
COV.5 Whitley South, South of Coventry 0 0 0 0 0 

 Ranking 

Best performing Worst performing 

SG10: Bishop’s Tachbrook COV.3: South of Coventry 
SG05: East of Lillington SG15: North of Wellesbourne 
SG06: North of Leamington   
SG04: South of Kenilworth   

F.11.6.1 The majority of SGLs have been identified to result in negative impacts on health overall, 
however a number of positive impacts have also been identified.  More weighting has been 
given to proximity to NHS hospitals with an A&E service, where these are likely to require 
large amounts of time and investment to build new facilities.  Given that all 17 of the SGLs 
have good access to the PRoW/cycle network, this receptor has been considered with less 
weighting than the other receptors.  As new greenspaces are likely to be incorporated into 
all of the SGLs, there has also been less weighting placed on this receptor. 

F.11.6.2 SG10 has been identified as the best performing option where it is located within 5km of 
an NHS hospital with A&E services and the majority of the site located within 800m of a 
GP surgery.  SG05 is also expected to result in positive impact on access to GP Surgeries, 
but not A&E.  Other relatively well performing SGLs include SG04, SG06, SG08 and SG09 
which lie within the recommended distance to a hospital providing A&E services. 
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F.11.6.3 COV.3 is identified as the worst performing option as it is located over the sustainable 
distance from NHS Hospitals, GP Surgeries and Leisure facilities. This is followed by 
SG15, which is beyond the sustainable distance from NHS hospitals, GP surgeries and 
leisure facilities, but is located closer to public rights of way (PRoW) and cycle routes. 

 Mitigation  

F.11.7.1 The increased demand on health facilities through new development as proposed within 
the SGL options has potential to be largely mitigated through providing new healthcare 
infrastructure and leisure facilities and increasing the capacity of existing facilities; namely 
hospitals, GP surgeries and leisure centres.  Policy ID.1 (Securing Infrastructure Provision) 
is intended to help secure the provision of, or contributions towards, healthcare 
infrastructure, including primary and secondary care, emergency services, and adult social 
care, where required. In addition, Policy DS.4 (Strategic Site Principles) seeks to support 
the early provision of infrastructure, including health facilities, alongside strategic-scale 
development, helping to facilitate the timely delivery of services as growth occurs. 

F.11.7.2 Policy BN.7 (Health Impact Assessment) will require development proposals to assess 
potential impacts on health and wellbeing and to identify appropriate measures to reduce 
health inequalities. This will support early identification of infrastructure needs and help 
ensure that mitigation is embedded within development proposals. Policy ID.17 (Sport, 
Recreation and Leisure Facilities) also safeguards existing leisure facilities and supports 
the provision and enhancement of sport and recreation infrastructure, helping to maintain 
and improve access to facilities that support physical activity and wellbeing. 

F.11.7.3 Accessibility to healthcare and leisure facilities can also be improved through sustainable 
transport provision. Policies DS.18 (Well-Designed Places), ID.5 (Sustainable Transport 
Accessibility) and ID.1 collectively support improvements to walking, cycling and public 
transport infrastructure, helping to improve connectivity between new development and 
existing services. This is expected to enhance access to healthcare and leisure facilities, 
particularly where development is located in proximity to existing settlements. 

F.11.7.4 Where greenspace provision is currently not accessible to site end users, there is potential 
for such impacts to be fully mitigated through onsite greenspace provision. Policy ID.14 
(Open Space, Play, Recreation and Community Growing Spaces) is intended to help 
secure the provision of accessible open space, including parks, natural and semi-natural 
greenspace, allotments, and recreational facilities in addition, Policy ID.13 (Green and 
Blue Infrastructure) promotes the integration of multifunctional green infrastructure within 
development, supporting improved access to nature, recreational opportunities and active 
travel networks. Together, these policies are expected to improve access to greenspace 
for new and existing communities, supporting associated health and wellbeing benefits. 

F.11.7.5 Policy BN.17 (Road Safety) and Policy DS.4 further support the provision of safe, direct 
and well-connected pedestrian and cycle routes within and beyond development sites, 
improving connectivity to services, including healthcare and leisure facilities. While these 
policies are expected to significantly improve accessibility and help address some existing 
deficits, it is recognised that in more rural or peripheral locations, some residual constraints 
in access to healthcare and leisure provision may remain despite mitigation. 
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F.12 SA Objective 11: Accessibility 
 Proximity to bus stop 

F.12.1.1 Regular bus services are primarily found in the urban areas of Warwick, Leamington Spa 
and Stratford-upon-Avon, whereas bus stops providing less frequent services are situated 
more sparsely throughout the rural settlements.  The majority of SGLs are largely located 
outside of the 400m sustainable distance to an existing bus stop. 

F.12.1.2 A total of 11 SGLs are located where less than 30% of the SGL is situated within 400m of 
an existing bus stop with frequent services (SG01, SG02, SG07, SG09, SG10, SG12, 
SG13, SG18(S), COV.3, SG20 and SG23).  This includes SG09 and COV.3, which are 
located wholly outside of a sustainable distance to a bus stop.  The other 9 SGLs contain 
small areas within the recommended distance.  A minor negative impact is expected for 
these SGLs. 

F.12.1.3 Eight SGLs are located partially within 400m of an existing bus stop with frequent services 
(SG04, SG08, SG15, SG18(N), SG19, COV.4, COV.5 and SG20).  A minor positive impact 
is therefore expected for access to bus services at these SGLs.   

F.12.1.4 SG03, SG05 and SG06 are located where the majority of the SGL is located within 400m 
of a bus stop with frequent services; therefore, a major positive impact is expected for 
these three SGLs.  

 Proximity to railway station 

F.12.2.1 Several main line railway stations are located in the SWLP area, including Stratford-upon-
Avon Station and Warwick Station.  However, the majority of SGLs are situated on the 
edge of settlements or within rural areas and are subsequently located over a 2km 
sustainable distance away from a railway station. 

F.12.2.2 A total of 16 SGLs are located in areas where the majority of the proposed development 
area lies outside of a sustainable distance to a railway station (SG01, SG02, SG03, SG05, 
SG06, SG09, SG10, SG12, SG13, SG15, SG16, SG19, COV.3, COV.4, COV.5 and 
SG20).  The proposed development at these SGLs could potentially have a minor negative 
impact on access to railway services.  

F.12.2.3 SG18(S) is located partially within 2km of Stratford Parkway and Stratford-upon-Avon 
Stations.  A minor positive impact is therefore expected for access to rail services at this 
SGL.   

F.12.2.4 SG04, SG07, SG08, SG18(N) and SG23 are situated where over 50% of the SGL lies 
within 2km of a railway station.  This includes SG08 wholly within 2km of Warwick Station 
and Warwick Parkway Station, SG23 wholly with 2km of Henley-in-Arden Station, and 
SG18(N) wholly within 2km of Stratford Parkway Station.  The majority of SG04 lies within 
2km of Kenilworth Station, and SG07 to Warwick Parkway Station.  As a consequence, a 
major positive impact has been identified for these five SGLs.  
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 Access to food stores 

F.12.3.1 Existing food stores and local services are predominately located within the urban areas 
of Warwick, Leamington Spa and Stratford-upon-Avon, whereas a number of stores are 
more sparsely found throughout the rural settlements.   

F.12.3.2 The entirety of SGLs is located over 800m from an existing food store. The proposed 
development at these SGLs has therefore been identified as having a minor negative 
impact on access to local services.  

 Connectivity 

F.12.4.1 Connectivity has been assessed against the ‘South Warwickshire Settlement Analysis’19 

which measures the presence of active travel and existing road network links surrounding 
settlement boundaries, and any barriers to movement in relation to these locations.  
Connectivity has been ranked on a scale of A-E, with Grade A representing excellent 
connectivity, and Grade E representing very poor connectivity.  A precautionary approach 
has been taken so that the lowest level of connectivity present at the SGLs have been 
assessed.  The majority of SGLs are expected to lie where there are areas with Grades C-
D connectivity. In considering connectivity, regard has also been given to the strategic 
active travel objectives set out in Warwickshire County Council’s Local Cycling and 
Walking Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP)20, which identifies existing and proposed walking, 
wheeling and cycling networks and prioritised schemes across the county. 

F.12.4.2 SG08 lies adjacent to the A46, where the eastern side of the SGL lies in Flood Zone 3 (see 
also SA Objective 2: Flooding in Chapter F.3), although there are footpath connections to 
Warwick Town Centre via Warwick Racecourse.  Due to the extensive barriers limiting 
further development to improve connectivity including the inclination of the land, flooding 
and noise from the A46, the southwestern part of the SGL is adjacent to areas of both 
Grade D and E.  As a result, SG08 is expected to result in a major negative impact on 
connectivity.  

F.12.4.3 A total of 11 SGLs is located within areas of poor Grade D connectivity (SG01, SG05, 
SG07, SG09, SG12, SG15, SG16, SG18(N), SG18(S), SG19 and SG23).  Several barriers 
are present which limit potential for active travel and roads links to the SGL, such as 
bypasses, inclination of the land, cul-de-sacs, railways, rivers and floodplains. The 
proposed development at these 11 SGLs has therefore been identified as having a minor 
negative impact on connectivity.   

 
19 South Warwickshire Councils (2022) ‘South Warwickshire Settlement Analysis’ 
20 Warwickshire County Council (2024) Warwickshire's Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP).Available at: 
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/cycling-warwickshire/developing-warwickshires-cycle-network/3. [Accessed: 9/6/26] 
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F.12.4.4 Four SGLs (SG04, SG06, SG10 and SG20) have been identified to lie within areas of 
moderate connectivity (Grade C).  There are often active travel links already present in 
these areas, although barriers still remain for creating sufficient accessibility for the areas 
of the SGLs which link to settlements.  For example, SG10 has multiple PRoWs running 
through the SGL connecting to Bishop’s Tachbrook village, however the A452 runs 
adjacent to the SGL and may limit safe pedestrian access.  Conversely, the presence of 
an A road also allows for adequate connectivity to main roads surrounding the SGL as well 
as access to Leamington Spa.  Overall, the proposed development at these four SGLs is 
expected to result in a negligible impact on connectivity. 

F.12.4.5 SGL COV.3 is located in an area identified to have good connectivity (grade B). There are 
often active travel inks present with good access to local road networks. Overall, the 
proposed development at this SGL is expected to result in a minor positive impact on 
connectivity. 

F.12.4.6 The remaining five SGLs (SG02, SG03, SG13, COV.4 and COV.5) are not located within 
any areas that have been assessed within the South Warwickshire settlement analysis and 
the impact on connectivity is currently unknown.  Therefore, the impact is uncertain at this 
stage.  

 Accessibility 

F.12.5.1 Accessibility has been assessed using ‘priority areas’, which have been identified by the 
South Warwickshire Councils21 to determine which areas are best located in terms of 
sustainable transport links and economic growth.  Priority areas have been categorised on 
a scale of 1-3, with Priority Area 1 being those with the strongest access links to public 
transport infrastructure, employment opportunities, and closest proximity to existing 
settlement centres (amongst other criteria), and Priority Area 3 being those with moderate 
access links.  The majority of SGLs are located where at least 50% of the SGL lies within 
Priority Areas 1 and 2.   

F.12.5.2 Nine SGLs, including SG01, SG02, SG03, SG05, SG08, SG13, COV.4, COV.5 and SG16, 
are located where at least 50% of the SGL lies within Priority Area 1, and no more than 
30% of the SGL lies outside of all priority areas.  For instance, 94% of SG03 and SG05 lie 
within Priority Area 1.  A major positive impact has been identified for these nine SGLs on 
accessibility.   

F.12.5.3 A total of 11 SGLs (SG04, SG06, SG07, SG12, SG15, SG18(N), SG18(S), SG19, SG20, 
COV.3 and SG23) are located where at least 50% of the SGL lies within Priority Areas 1 
and 2, and less that 30% of the SGL lies outside of all priority areas.  For example, SG23 
is located where 19% of the SGL lies within Priority Area 1, 42% of the SGL lies within 
Priority Area 2, and 40% of the SGL lies within Priority Area 3.  A minor positive impact 
has been identified for these 11 SGLs on accessibility. 

 
21 Warwick District Council and Stratford-on-Avon District Council. The South Warwickshire Local Plan Emerging Spatial 
Growth Strategy As at the Preferred Options Consultation. Available at: 
https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/doc/213177/name/Topic%20Paper%20The%20SWLP%20Emerging%20Spatial%20Gro
wth%20Strategy%20as%20at%20Preferred%20Optionsv2.pdf [Accessed:29/04/26] 



Regulation 19 SA of the SWLP: Appendix F – Strategic Growth Locations           July 2026 
LC-1421_SWLP_R19_SA_Appendix_F_Strategic Growth Locations_14_140726BT.docx 

© Lepus Consulting for Stratford-on-Avon District and Warwick District Councils F57 

F.12.5.4 Two SGLs (SG09 and SG10) are located where 50% of the SGL lies within Priority Areas 
1, 2 or 3, and less than 30% of the SGL lies outside of all priority areas.  A negligible impact 
has been identified for these two SGLs on accessibility. 

Table F.12.1: Assessment of SGLs against SA Objective 11: Accessibility 

SGL no. Strategic Growth Location Bus 
stop 

Railway 
station 

Food 
Stores Connectivity Priority 

Areas 
SG01 South of Coventry - - - - ++ 
SG02 Stoneleigh Park Employment - - - +/- ++ 
SG03 Coventry Airport ++ - - +/- ++ 
SG04 South of Kenilworth + ++ - 0 + 
SG05 East of Lillington ++ - + - ++ 
SG06 North of Leamington ++ - - 0 + 
SG07 Wedgnock Park Farm Employment - ++ - - + 
SG08 West of Warwick + ++ - -- ++ 
SG09 South of Europa Way - - - - 0 
SG10 Bishop’s Tachbrook - - - 0 0 
SG12 Southam - - - - + 
SG13 Gaydon Lighthorne Heath - - - +/- ++ 
SG15 North of Wellesbourne + - - - + 
SG16 South of Wellesbourne - - - - ++ 
SG18 (N) West of Stratford-upon-Avon 

(North) + ++ - - + 

SG18 (S) West of Stratford-upon-Avon 
(South) - + - - + 

SG19 East of Stratford-upon-Avon  + - - - + 
SG20 North and East of Bidford-on-Avon + - - 0 + 
SG23 North of Henley-in-Arden - ++ - - + 
COV.3 South of Coventry (Kings Hill) - - - + + 
COV.4 Gateway South, South of Coventry + - - +/- ++ 
COV.5 Whitley South, South of Coventry + - - +/- ++ 

 Ranking 

Best performing Worst performing 

SG05: East of Lillington SG10: Bishop’s Tachbrook  
SG18 (N): West of Stratford-upon-Avon (North) SG15: North of Wellesbourne 
SG04: South of Kenilworth SG09: South of Europa Way 
COV.4: Gateway South, South of Coventry  SG01: South of Coventry 
COV.5: Whitley South, South of Coventry  SG12: Southam 

F.12.6.1 The assessment and ranking of the SGLs according to accessibility is based on existing 
infrastructure provision and does not factor in capacity or new railway stations, bus 
services or local services which could be provided alongside the development proposed 
with the SGLs.  Greater weighting has been given in the ranking to those SGLs located in 
the Councils’ priority areas that are more well connected, and those in proximity to railway 
stations, given the resources which would be required to develop a new railway line or 
railway station. 
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F.12.6.2 SG05 has been identified as the best performing option for accessibility as the majority 
of the SGL is located within a sustainable distance to bus stops and within Priority Area 1.  
Additionally, approximately half of the SGL lies within a sustainable distance to food stores.  
Although minor negative impacts have been identified for connectivity and access to rail 
stations, the SGL is likely to have the most positive impacts with regards to accessibility 
overall.   

F.12.6.3 A number of SGLs are also expected to result in more positive impacts for accessibility 
than others.  SG04 lies within 2km of a railway station, partially within 400m to bus stops 
and within Priority Area 2.  The only adverse effect identified at this SGL is proximity to 
local services. COV.4 and COV.5 are also expected to result in more positive effects in 
terms of accessibility, as both sites are partially located within 400 metres of a bus stop 
providing regular services. However, it is uncertain whether the sites are located in areas 
with good connectivity. 

F.12.6.4 SG08, despite the potential major negative impact in relation to connectivity, is likely to 
result in positive impacts on access to bus stops, rail stations and is located within Priority 
Area 1.  However, it is worth noting that poor connectivity only impacts a small area in the 
south west of the site, and connectivity impacts relating to the rest of the site are unknown. 
As explained in Appendix E, connectivity has been assessed with reference to the 
presence of active travel and road network links and barriers to movement, rather than 
solely the proximity of a site to public transport infrastructure. Therefore, while SG08 
performs well in terms of access to public transport, limitations in the surrounding 
movement network have influenced the connectivity assessment. The councils should 
explore whether connectivity issues can be overcome, otherwise these are likely to counter 
the benefits of being in close proximity ‘as the crow flies’ to public transport infrastructure. 

F.12.6.5 It is also worth noting that various other SGLs have potential to perform similarly to those 
ranked in the top five for accessibility and transport.  These include SG03 and SG07, all 
of which are located in Priority Areas 1 and 2 and have good access to either bus stops or 
railway stations. 

F.12.6.6 SG10 has been identified as the worst performing option for accessibility as the SGL is 
identified to result in a potential adverse effect across the majority of receptors. The SGL 
is not located within a sustainable distance to bus stops, railway stations or local services.  

F.12.6.7 Several other SGLs also perform poorly for accessibility.  SG09 and SG01 are all located 
outside of sustainable distances to bus stops, rail stations and food stores.  

 Mitigation potential  

F.12.7.1 The scale of development associated with the SGLs will place an increased demand on 
existing local services, limiting accessibility for current and future residents. However, 
Policy ID.1 (Securing Infrastructure Provision) is intended to help secure the provision of, 
or contributions towards, transport infrastructure, including public transport and active 
travel provision, to support sustainable accessibility. In addition, Policy DS.2 (Spatial 
Development Strategy) promotes development in locations that support sustainable travel 
patterns, helping to reduce reliance on the private car and improve overall access to 
services.  
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F.12.7.2 Policy ID.5 (Sustainable Transport Accessibility) requires development to be located and 
designed to maximise access by walking, cycling and public transport, ensuring integrated 
and well-connected layouts that support modal shift. This is reinforced by Policy DS.8 
(Well-Designed Places), which seeks to ensure development is designed to prioritise 
sustainable movement and create accessible, permeable and connected places. Together, 
these policies will help improve access to existing public transport networks and key 
services, supporting the principles of more sustainable, 20-minute neighbourhood-style 
development. 

F.12.7.3 Policy ID.3 (Infrastructure Safeguarding) safeguards land and infrastructure required to 
support future transport improvements, including potential rail enhancements such as the 
Stratford–Honeybourne railway line, a possible new station at Long Marston, and 
improvements to rail capacity between Coventry and Leamington. It also supports bus 
priority measures and multimodal interchanges. In addition, Policy ID.7 (Park and Ride) 
supports the delivery of park and ride facilities at key locations, helping to reduce reliance 
on private car use for longer-distance travel and improve connectivity between rural and 
urban areas. 

F.12.7.4 The co-location of services allows facilities to be positioned in centralised locations that 
are accessible through a range of sustainable and active travel networks, in order to allow 
for day-to-day services to be accessible within a 20-minute travel time by foot or public 
transport.  Combining appropriate employment land uses such as retail, commercial and 
residential facilities can alleviate pressures on land use, limit the need for private transport 
and improve accessibility for site end users with limited mobility. Policy ID.2 (Infrastructure 
Delivery) and Policy ID.18 (Community Facilities) are intended to help secure the delivery 
of new and expanded community facilities alongside development, including local centres, 
libraries, and community spaces. Policy EC.5 (Promoting our Town Centres) will also help 
to maintain and enhance accessible retail and service provision within existing centres, 
supporting a more sustainable distribution of services across the Plan area. 

F.12.7.5 Existing services can be effectively utilised by allocating SGLs, or directing residential uses 
to areas within SGLs, which are already within a sustainable distance to public transport 
networks, shops and lie adjacent to areas with strong connectivity.  Ensuring residential 
uses are focused as close to the nearest centre as possible (e.g., the north eastern edge 
of SG18(S) where stronger connectivity to existing bus and rail services in Stratford can 
be found), this will reduce the need to provide wholly new bus and railway services for 
areas of SGLs which lie outside of a sustainable distance to public transport networks. 
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F.13 SA Objective 12: Education 
 Access to primary school 

F.13.1.1 There are a total of 104 primary schools in South Warwickshire.  The majority of proposed 
residential development is expected to lie outside of a sustainable distance to an existing 
primary school, mostly due to the location of SGLs on the urban fringe or rural areas. 
Employment-led SGLs (SG02, SG03, SG07, SG13, SG16, COV.4 and COV.5) are 
identified to have a negligible effect on access to education. 

F.13.1.2 It is worth noting that the assessment does not factor in current or future capacities for 
educational provision, which may result in schools having an inadequate capacity for new 
students even where these schools lie within a sustainable distance.   

F.13.1.3 Of the 15 SGLs proposed for residential-led use, the majority are situated where less than 
50% of the SGL area lies within a sustainable distance to an existing primary school with 
the exception of COV. 3 where 56% of the site coincides with the suitable distance.  At this 
stage the location of different land uses within the SGLs is not known, and the assessment 
is based on the SGL boundaries provided.  Due to the overall scale of the SGLs, large 
sections may lie within the 800m sustainable distance to a primary school, whilst still 
leaving the majority of the SGL outside of this distance.  For instance, only around 40% of 
SG04, SG05 and SG08 are located within the recommended distance to a primary school, 
leaving the majority beyond this distance.  For these 15 SGLs, a minor negative impact is 
expected.  

 Access to secondary school 

F.13.2.1 There are a total of 23 secondary schools in South Warwickshire.  The majority of proposed 
residential development is expected to lie outside of a sustainable distance to an existing 
secondary school, mostly due to the location of SGLs on the urban-fringe or rural areas.  

F.13.2.2 Of the 15 SGLs proposed for residential-led use, six (SG06, SG08, SG10, SG12, SG23 
and COV.3) are situated where at least 50% of the SGL area lies within a sustainable 
distance to an existing secondary school.  For instance, SG06 lies wholly within the 1.5km 
sustainable distance to North Leamington School and Trinity Catholic School.  The 
proposed development at these six SGLs could potentially have a minor positive impact 
on access to secondary schools. 

F.13.2.3 The remaining ten residential-led SGLs are situated so that less than 50% of the SGL area 
lies within a sustainable distance to an existing secondary school.  For these ten SGLs, a 
minor negative impact is expected. 

 Access to further education 

F.13.3.1 The law now requires 16–18-year-olds to remain in full-time education or training which 
can include sixth forms and colleges.  According to data provided by the Councils, there 
are a total of 20 such educational facilities in South Warwickshire.  The majority of 
proposed residential-led SGLs are expected to lie within the 5km sustainable distance to 
a further educational facility. 
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F.13.3.2 Of the 15 SGLs proposed for residential-led use, 13 (SG01, SG04, SG05, SG06, SG08, 
SG09, SG10, SG12, SG18(N), SG19, SG20, COV.3 and SG18(S)) are situated where at 
least 50% of the SGL area lies within a sustainable distance to a further educational facility.  
The proposed development at these SGLs could potentially have a minor positive impact 
on access to further education. 

F.13.3.3 SG23 and SG15 are situated wholly beyond the recommended sustainable distance to a 
further educational facility.  A negligible impact is expected.  

Table F.13.1: Assessment of SGLs against SA Objective 12: Education 

SGL no. Strategic Growth Location Primary school Secondary 
school 

Further 
education 

SG01 South of Coventry - - + 
SG02 Stoneleigh Park Employment 0 0 0 
SG03 Coventry Airport 0 0 0 
SG04 South of Kenilworth - - + 
SG05 East of Lillington - - + 
SG06 North of Leamington - + + 
SG07 Wedgnock Park Farm Employment 0 0 0 
SG08 West of Warwick - + + 
SG09 South of Europa Way - - + 
SG10 Bishop’s Tachbrook - + + 
SG12 Southam - + + 
SG13 Gaydon Lighthorne Heath 0 0 0 
SG15 North of Wellesbourne - - 0 
SG16 South of Wellesbourne 0 0 0 
SG18 (N) West of Stratford-upon-Avon 

(North) - - + 

SG18 (S) West of Stratford-upon-Avon 
(South) - - + 

SG19 East of Stratford-upon-Avon  - - + 
SG20 North and East of Bidford-on-Avon - - + 
SG23 North of Henley-in-Arden - + 0 
COV.3 South of Coventry (Kings Hill) + + + 
COV.4 Gateway South, South of Coventry 0 0 0 
COV.5 Whitley South, South of Coventry 0 0 0 

 Ranking 

Best performing Worst performing 

COV.3: South of Coventry (Kings Hill)  SG15: North of Wellesbourne  
SG06: North of Leamington  SG01: South of Coventry 
SG12: Southam  SG09: South of Europa Way  

SG08: West of Warwick  SG18(S): West of Stratford-upon-Avon (South of 
A422) 

SG10: Bishop’s Tachbrook SG04: South of Kenilworth 
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F.13.4.1 Access to education has potential for improvement within the SWLP area, where all SGLs 
within residential capacity are likely to result in negative impacts on access to existing 
primary and/or secondary schools.  When considering the best and worst performing 
options, a greater weight has been placed on proximity to secondary schools, considering 
the establishment of a new secondary education facility will be likely to require more 
significant resources and investment.  Further education has been considered with the 
least weight as students at this stage are more likely to be willing to travel further in order 
to access an establishment which meets with their specific needs and education goals. 

F.13.4.2 SG15 is identified as the worst performing SGL as it falls outside of the sustainable 
distances for primary and secondary schools.  In addition, the site is not located within 5km 
of a further education facility.  SG01, SG04, SG05, SG09, SG18(N) and SG18(S) are all 
located beyond the sustainable distance to both primary and secondary schools but lie 
wholly within 5km of a sixth form facility.   

F.13.4.3 The best performing SGL is expected to be COV.3 where it is located within sustainable 
distance to all receptors, therefore positive effects are identified for education.  SGL SG06 
is the second best performing site, although it is located where only 30% of the SGL lies 
within a sustainable distance to a primary school, it wholly lies within a sustainable distance 
to a secondary school and a further educational facility.  Additionally, SG08, SG10 and 
SG12 lie where over half of the SGL area is within a sustainable distance to a secondary 
school and sixth form facility.   

 Mitigation potential  

F.13.5.1 The majority of development is proposed on the urban-rural fringe or is located within rural 
areas where access to existing schools is likely to be limited, with longer travel times and 
less sustainable travel modes likely. However, Policy ID.1 (Securing Infrastructure 
Provision) is intended to help secure the provision of, or contributions towards, education 
infrastructure, including primary and secondary schools, early years, post-16, and SEN 
provision. In addition, Policy DS.4 provides a mechanism to support the delivery of the 
education infrastructure needed to accommodate planned growth. In addition, Policy DS.4 
(Strategic Site Principles) is expected to help secure the early delivery of infrastructure, 
including schools, as an integral part of new development, helping to reduce pressure on 
existing facilities and improve local accessibility to education. 

F.13.5.2 Through liaison with the education authority (Warwickshire County Council), the expansion 
of existing schools and construction of new schools should also be implemented to avoid 
placing further pressure. Policy ID.1 enables the use of developer contributions to support 
this provision, while Policy DS.4 is intended to support the planning and delivery of 
education infrastructure alongside new development. This approach will help to reduce 
reliance on existing constrained school places and support more sustainable patterns of 
development within defined catchment areas. 
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F.13.5.3 Where schools are already established, further investment may be required to ensure 
these have sufficient capacity for an increased number of residents, potentially in the form 
of developer contributions, and that travel plans are put in place to ensure sustainable 
access can be encouraged within defined catchment zones.  Policies DS.18 (Well-
Designed Places) and ID.5 (Sustainable Transport Accessibility) require development to 
be designed to prioritise walking, cycling and public transport, helping to improve safe and 
sustainable access to schools. These measures are supported by broader transport 
improvements facilitated through Policy ID.1, which together will help to reduce reliance 
on private car travel, particularly for secondary and post-16 education trips. 

F.13.5.4 Where new schools are unable to be provided, reliable and affordable public transportation 
options should be in place to promote sustainable travel to schools which lie outside of a 
sustainable distance to SGLs, in particular for those of secondary school and sixth form 
age.  To encourage active travel for all schools including primary schools, public footpaths 
and pedestrian walkways should be well-maintained, and opportunities should be sought 
to improve safe cycling provision. 
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F.14 SA Objective 13: Economy 
 Sustainable access to existing employment opportunities 

F.14.1.1 The SWLP area provides a range of employment opportunities, with a large number 
located in the urban areas of Warwick and Leamington Spa.  A number of smaller 
employment sites lie in proximity to rural settlements.  A total of 46 mapped key 
employment locations has been provided by the Councils.  A 5km target distance has been 
used to consider whether SGLs are located within a sustainable distance to an existing 
employment location. 

F.14.1.2 Of the 22 SGLs, seven have been designated for employment use only (SG02, SG03, 
SG07, SG13, SG16, COV.4 and COV.5).  A negligible impact is recorded for this receptor.  

F.14.1.3 Of the 15 remaining SGLs, 14 SGLs are located within 5km of at least one existing 
employment location. SG23 is located over 5km from existing employment locations, but 
the site is designated for mixed use and will therefore provide employment opportunities 
alongside housing.  Additionally, SGLs located near urban areas such as SG08 in Warwick 
are likely to have access to a wider range of commercial opportunities within town centres.  
A minor positive impact is expected for these 15 SGLs.  

 Employment floorspace provision 

F.14.2.1 Employment floorspace provision has been assessed with consideration of current land 
use and the proposed development at each SGL, based on information provided by the 
Councils. 

F.14.2.2 SG02, SG03, SG07, SG13, SG16, COV.4 and COV.5 are proposed for employment use, 
and SG01, SG09, SG12, SG15, SG20 and SG23 are proposed for mixed uses including 
some employment capacity.  Of these SGLs, 12 (SG01, SG02, SG07, SG09, SG12, SG13, 
SG15, SG16, SG20, SG23, COV.4 and COV.5) are largely undeveloped and likely to 
provide over 1000m2 of new employment floorspace, leading to a major positive impact on 
employment provision.   

F.14.2.3 On the other hand, SG03 wholly comprises the existing airport, where the effect of the 
proposed development on economic activity and net change in job provision is uncertain. 

F.14.2.4 The remaining nine residential SGLs (SG04, SG05, SG06, SG08, SG10, SG18 (N), SG19, 
SG18(S) and COV.3) are located on previously undeveloped land and will not be expected 
to result in a net change in employment floorspace; therefore, the proposed development 
at these SGLs is likely to have a negligible impact on the provision of employment 
opportunities.  

Table F.14.1: Assessment of SGLs against SA Objective 13: Economy 

SGL no. Strategic Growth Location Access to existing 
employment opportunities 

Employment floorspace 
provision 

SG01 South of Coventry + 0 
SG02 Stoneleigh Park Employment 0 ++ 
SG03 Coventry Airport 0 +/- 



Regulation 19 SA of the SWLP: Appendix F – Strategic Growth Locations           July 2026 
LC-1421_SWLP_R19_SA_Appendix_F_Strategic Growth Locations_14_140726BT.docx 

© Lepus Consulting for Stratford-on-Avon District and Warwick District Councils F65 

SGL no. Strategic Growth Location Access to existing 
employment opportunities 

Employment floorspace 
provision 

SG04 South of Kenilworth + 0 
SG05 East of Lillington + 0 
SG06 North of Leamington + 0 
SG07 Wedgnock Park Farm 0 ++| 
SG08 West of Warwick + 0 
SG09 South of Europa Way + ++ 
SG10 Bishops Tachbrook + 0 
SG12 Southam + ++ 
SG13 Gaydon Lighthorne Heath 0 ++ 
SG15 North of Wellesbourne + ++ 
SG16 South of Wellesbourne 0 ++ 
SG18(N) West of Stratford-upon-Avon 

(North of A422) + 0 

SG18(S) West of Stratford-upon-Avon 
(South of A422) + 0 

SG19 East of Stratford-upon-Avon  + 0 
SG20 North and East of Bidford-on-

Avon + ++ 
SG23 North of Henley-in-Arden + ++ 
COV.3 South of Coventry (Kings Hill) + +/- 

COV.4 Gateway South, South of 
Coventry 0 ++ 

COV.5 Whitley South, South of 
Coventry 0 ++ 

 Ranking 

Best performing Worst performing 

SG09: South of Europa Way  SG23: North of Henley-in-Arden 
SG12: Southam  
SG20: North and East of Bidford-on-Avon   
SG15: North of Wellesbourne   

F.14.3.1 Economy has been ranked solely considering the access to employment opportunities.  
The majority of SGLs are uncertain at this stage for employment floorspace, where this 
cannot be consistently factored into the ranking.  

F.14.3.2 SG09 is considered to be the best performing for employment where this is located 1.1km 
from Warwick technology Park and is likely to result in a net increase in employment 
floorspace. In addition, SG12 and SG20 are located on the outskirts of Warwick and 
Leamington Spa, also close to a number of employment opportunities.  SG15 also lies 
within proximity of several key employment locations. 

F.14.3.3 As SG23 is located the farthest from an existing key employment location at 7km away 
from Birmingham Road, Studley, this is identified as the worst performing SGL for 
employment opportunities in the Plan area.   
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 Mitigation potential  

F.14.4.1 Although employment provision in the SWLP area is likely to result in positive impacts for 
the majority of SGLs in principle, their greatest benefits can be secured through allocating 
sufficient employment land in line with the identified need.  Policy DS.3 (Meeting our 
Development Needs to 2050) sets out the requirement to provide an appropriate range 
and quantity of employment land across the Plan period, ensuring a diverse mix of job 
opportunities and sectors. In addition, Policy DS.11 (Rural Economy) supports appropriate 
employment development in rural areas, helping to widen access to local job opportunities 
where they can be sustainably accommodated. 

F.14.4.2 Access to employment opportunities can be further improved through sustainable transport 
provision. Policy EC.7 (Employment and Road Freight) requires new employment 
development to incorporate measures that improve sustainable transport access, 
supporting walking, cycling and public transport connectivity. This is reinforced by Policies 
DS.18 (Well-Designed Places), ID.5 (Sustainable Transport Accessibility) and ID.1 
(Securing Infrastructure Provision), which collectively support improved transport 
infrastructure across the Plan area and seek to maximise the use of sustainable modes of 
travel. These measures will help reduce reliance on private car travel for access to 
employment, although this is likely to remain more prevalent in rural locations. 

F.14.4.3 Where employment-led SGLs are proposed, there is also potential to enhance access to 
local employment by integrating mixed-use development and ensuring that employment 
areas are well connected to residential areas and transport networks. This aligns with 
Policy DS.3, which supports the provision of employment floorspace in accessible and 
appropriate locations, and Policy EC.7, which promotes sustainable access to employment 
sites. Such approaches can help to reduce the need for longer commuting distances and 
support more sustainable travel behaviour. 

F.14.4.4 In relation to the loss of employment floorspace, Policy EC.2 (Existing Employment Sites) 
provides strong protection for existing employment land, resisting proposals that would 
result in its loss unless it can be demonstrated that the site is no longer viable for 
employment use. Policy EC.5 (Promoting our Town Centres) similarly seeks to protect 
employment-generating uses within key centres, ensuring that changes of use are only 
permitted where justified by viability evidence. These policies, together with Policy DS.3, 
support the overall objective of maintaining an adequate supply of employment land across 
the Plan area. 

F.14.4.5 Enabling work from home provision can open a number of employment opportunities to 
residents who are not located in proximity to an employment location.  By incorporating 
high-speed fibre connections into new developments, efficient internet access should be 
provided to allow for residents to carry out homeworking in the SWLP area, as well as 
benefitting businesses and commercial enterprises.  


