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I.1 Introduction 
 The purpose of this appendix 

 The South Warwickshire Councils have prepared a suite of policies for inclusion in the 
Regulation 19 South Warwickshire Local Plan (SWLP). 

 Policies have been identified by the Councils to cover a range of topics including those 
which will address the amount, type and location of new development to meet the needs 
of local residents over the Plan period, tackling climate change, ensuring high quality 
design principles, improving accessibility and conserving the natural environment. 

 This appendix provides an assessment of the 89 policies that have been prepared by the 
Councils, which includes 22 strategic and 67 non-strategic policies. The Councils have 
also drafted a ‘Vision’ and ‘Strategic Objectives’ for the emerging SWLP, which have also 
been evaluated within this document. These policies have been prepared by the Councils, 
drawing on the evaluation of draft policies and policy directions at earlier consultation 
stages. 

 Additionally, the Councils have prepared 22 site allocation policies setting out specific 
requirements for the strategic development sites, with the exception of COV.4 and COV.5. 
These have also been evaluated in this appendix, taking into account the assessment of 
the sites as part of the reasonable alternatives exercise (see Appendices F and G). In 
some cases, a single strategic allocation is implemented through two policies where 
distinct land parcels are identified as separate and discrete and are therefore assessed 
separately whilst still forming part of the same overall allocation.  This applies in specific 
cases such as SG06 and SG09.  

 Each policy appraised in this report has been assessed for its likely impacts on each SA 
Objective of the SA Framework (see Appendix A) and is in accordance with the 
methodology as set out in the SA Main Report (Volume 2). 

 The assessments within this appendix are based on the policy wording as presented in the 
Regulation 19 SWLP document provided to Lepus on 26th June 2026 by the Councils. 

 During the iterative SA and plan-making process, recommendations have been identified 
where relevant to improve the sustainability of the policies as they continue to be shaped 
and developed. These recommendations are summarised in Chapter 18 of the main SA 
Report (see Volume 1). 

 A summary of the SA findings is presented in Table I.1.1. 
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Table I.1.1: Summary SA assessment of the SWLP policies  
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Strategic 

Objectives 
++ ++ ++ ++ ++ + + 0 ++ ++ ++ + ++ 

DS.1 + + ++ + + + + 0 0 0 0 0 0 
DS.2 + +/- +/- +/- +/- - -- - ++ + + + ++ 
DS.3 - +/- - -- +/- - -- - ++ +/- + + ++ 
DS.4 - +/- +/- +/- +/- - -- - ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 
DS.5 +/- 0 - - 0 - - - 0 +/- + 0 ++ 
DS.6 +/- 0 0 0 0 0 - - + + ++ + ++ 
DS.7 - 0 0 0 0 - + - ++ +/- +/- +/- + 
DS.8 + 0 0 0 +/- + + 0 + 0 + 0 0 
DS.9 +/- +/- +/- +/- +/- +/- +/- 0 0 0 + 0 ++ 
DS.10 +/- +/- +/- +/- +/- +/- +/- 0 0 0 0 + ++ 
DS.11 - 0 - 0 0 - 0 - 0 0 - 0 ++ 
DS.12 - 0 - 0 0 - - 0 ++ - - - + 
DS.13 0 0 - + 0 0 - 0 ++ 0 0 0 + 
DS.14 0 0 + ++ + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
DS.15 0 0 0 + + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
DS.16 0 0 + ++ + 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 
DS.17 0 0 + ++ 0 0 + 0 0 + 0 0 0 
DS.18 + + + ++ + + + 0 0 ++ ++ 0 ++ 
DS.19 + 0 + + 0 + + 0 + + + 0 0 
DS.20 + 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 + 0 0 0 0 
DS.21 + 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 
ID.1 + + + 0 0 + + + 0 + ++ + + 
ID.2 0 + + 0 0 0 0 + 0 + ++ + 0 
ID.3 0 0 - - - 0 - 0 0 + ++ + + 
ID.4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 + 0 + 
ID.5 ++ + + + 0 + 0 0 0 + ++ + + 
ID.6 + 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + + 0 0 
ID.7 + 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + + 0 0 
ID.8 + 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + ++ + + 
ID.9 + ++ + 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
ID.10 + 0 + 0 0 + + 0 0 0 0 0 0 
ID.11 0 + + 0 0 + + 0 0 + 0 0 0 
ID.12 + ++ + + 0 + + 0 0 + 0 0 0 
ID.13 ++ ++ ++ + + + + 0 0 + + 0 0 
ID.14 + + + + 0 + + 0 0 ++ ++ 0 0 
ID.15 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 ++ ++ 0 0 
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ID.16 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + + 0 0 
ID.17 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + + 0 0 
ID.18 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + + 0 0 
ID.19 0 0 0 + + 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 + 
ID.20 + 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
ID.21 ++ 0 0 0 0 + + 0 0 0 0 0 0 
ID.22 ++ 0 0 0 0 + + 0 0 0 0 0 0 
EC.1 ++ 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 
EC.2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ++ 
EC.3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ++ 
EC.4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 ++ 
EC.5 0 0 0 + + 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 ++ 
EC.6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 
EC.7 + 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + + 0 + 
HO.1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ++ 0 0 0 0 
HO.2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ++ + 0 0 0 
HO.3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ++ + 0 0 0 
HO.4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ++ + 0 0 0 
HO.5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ++ + 0 0 0 
HO.6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ++ ++ + 0 0 
HO.7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ++ + 0 0 0 
HO.8 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 ++ + 0 0 0 
HO.9 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 + ++ + + + 0 
HO.10 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + ++ + + 0 + 
HO.11 0 0 + + + 0 0 + ++ + + 0 0 
HO.12 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 ++ + 0 0 + 
HO.13 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + ++ + + + 0 
NZ.1 ++ 0 0 0 0 + + 0 0 + 0 0 0 
NZ.2 ++ 0 0 0 0 + + 0 0 + 0 0 0 
NZ.3 ++ 0 0 0 0 + + 0 0 0 0 0 0 
NZ.4 ++ 0 0 0 0 + + + 0 + 0 0 0 
NZ.5 ++ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 
NZ.6 ++ 0 ++ 0 0 + + 0 0 + 0 0 0 
NZ.7 ++ 0 0 0 0 + + 0 0 0 0 0 0 
NZ.8 ++ 0 0 0 0 + + 0 0 0 0 0 0 
BN.1 + + ++ + 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
BN.2 + + ++ + 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
BN.3 + + ++ + 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
BN.4 + + ++ + + + 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 
BN.5 + + ++ ++ + + + 0 0 + 0 0 0 
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BN.6 + + + 0 0 0 ++ 0 0 0 0 0 0 
BN.7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ++ + + 0 
BN.8 0 0 + 0 0 + + 0 0 + 0 0 0 
BN.9 0 0 + + ++ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 
BN.10 0 0 0 + ++ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
BN.11 0 0 + + + 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 
BN.12 + 0 0 + ++ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
BN.13 + 0 + + + + + 0 0 + + 0 + 
BN.14 + 0 0 + + 0 + + + 0 0 0 + 
BN.15 0 0 0 + + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
BN.16 0 0 0 + 0 0 + 0 0 + + 0 0 
BN.17 + 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + ++ + + 
HAT -- + - - - - -- - ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 
LMA -- + - - - - -- - ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 
BID.1 -- +/- - - - - -- - ++ + ++ ++ ++ 
BII.1 - + - - - - -- - - +/- - - + 
BII.2 - + - - - - -- - - +/- - 0 ++ 
BIS.3 -- 0 - - - - -- -- ++ + +/- +/- + 
GAY.1 -- +/- - - - - -- +/- ++ + + + ++ 
HEN.1 -- + - - - - -- - ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 
KEN.1 -- + - - - - -- -- ++ +/- - - + 
LEA.1 -- 0 - - - - -- -- ++ + - + + 
LEA.2 - 0 - - - - -- -- ++ + + + + 
LEA.3 -- + - - - - -- -- ++ + - - + 
COV.1 -- + - -- - - -- - ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 
COV.2 +/- + 0 0 - - - +/- 0 0 - 0 +/- 
SOU.1 -- 0 - - - - -- -- ++ + +/- ++ ++ 
STR.1 -- +/- - -- - - -- - ++ + ++ ++ + 
STR.2 -- +/- - -- - - -- - ++ + ++ ++ ++ 
STR.3 -- +/- - -- - - -- - ++ + + + + 
WAR.1 - +/- -- - - - -- - ++ + +/- - + 
WEL.1 -- +/- - - - - -- - ++ + ++ ++ ++ 

STO.1/2/3 - 0 - - -- - -- +/- 0 0 - 0 ++ 
COV.3 -- + -- - -- - -- -- ++ + +/- ++ + 
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I.2 Development Strategy: South 
Warwickshire 2050 

 Vision and Strategic Objectives 
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Vision & 
Objectives ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ + + 0 ++ ++ ++ + ++ 

 The Vision and Strategic Objectives establish a clear framework for delivering sustainable 
development across South Warwickshire to 2050. Together they seek to respond to the 
climate emergency, support climate change adaptation and mitigation, achieve net zero 
carbon, promote the efficient use of land and resources, and deliver environmental net 
gain. Strategic Objectives relating to climate resilience, sustainable design, environmental 
enhancement and green and blue infrastructure are anticipated to result in major positive 
effects in relation to climate change, biodiversity and geodiversity, and flood risk (SA 
Objectives 1, 2 and 3). Through promoting environmental enhancement, ecosystem 
services and sustainable travel choices, secondary minor positive effects are also 
anticipated in relation to pollution (SA Objective 6). 

 The Vision and Strategic Objectives seek to create attractive, high quality and locally 
distinctive places whilst conserving and enhancing South Warwickshire’s cultural heritage 
assets. Through promoting high standards of design, respecting local character and 
setting, and protecting heritage assets, major positive effects are identified for landscape 
and cultural heritage (SA Objectives 4 and 5). 

 The Vision and Strategic Objectives place a strong emphasis on the provision of homes, 
jobs and supporting infrastructure in suitable locations. They seek to meet the housing 
needs of all aspects of the community, including affordable housing and specialist 
accommodation, whilst supporting economic growth, innovation and the transition to a 
greener economy. Major positive effects in relation to housing and the economy (SA 
Objectives 9 and 13) are therefore identified. 

 Through supporting physically and digitally connected development, promoting active and 
sustainable travel, improving access to services and facilities, and reducing health 
inequalities, the Vision and Strategic Objectives are anticipated to result in major positive 
effects in relation to human health and accessibility (SA Objectives 10 and 11). Improved 
connectivity to employment opportunities, educational facilities and training opportunities 
is also anticipated to result in a minor positive effect in relation to education (SA Objective 
12). 
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 Strategic Objectives relating to the effective use of land and natural resources, the reuse 
of previously developed land, resource efficiency and environmental net gain are 
anticipated to result in minor positive effects in relation to natural resources (SA Objective 
7). While the framework supports efficient resource use and sustainable development, 
there is limited specific reference to waste minimisation, waste reduction or circular 
economy measures. Therefore, a negligible effect is identified in relation to waste (SA 
Objective 8). 

 Policy DS.1: Environmental Mitigation and Compensation 
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DS.1 + + ++ + + + + 0 0 0 0 0 0 
 Policy DS.1 sets out the Councils’ support for development proposals to apply the 

mitigation hierarchy to environmental impacts by avoiding harm where possible, 
minimising and mitigating impacts where avoidance cannot be achieved and providing 
compensation as a last resort. The policy directs compensation measures towards 
strategic environmental priorities, including the Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) 
and Green and Blue Infrastructure strategies.	 

 The policy supports the protection and enhancement of natural assets through the 
application of the mitigation hierarchy and directs compensation measures in line with the 
Warwickshire LNRS, sub-regional Green Infrastructure Strategy and the South 
Warwickshire Green and Blue Infrastructure and Open Space Study. Therefore, a major 
positive impact is identified for biodiversity and geodiversity (SA Objective 3). 

 The policy may also support wider environmental benefits through the protection and 
coordination of ecosystem services. Therefore, there is potential for minor positive impacts 
on climate change, flood risk, landscape, cultural heritage, pollution and natural resources 
(SA Objective 1, 2, 4, 5, 6 and 7). 

 Policy DS.2: Spatial Development Strategy 
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 Policy DS.2 establishes the spatial development strategy for South Warwickshire to 2050, 
focusing growth at new settlements, strategic growth locations and existing built-up areas. 
The policy prioritises previously developed land (PDL), promotes efficient use of land and 
supports development in accessible locations consistent with 20-minute neighbourhood 
principles.  

 The scale and distribution of growth, alongside supporting infrastructure provision, is 
expected to result in major positive effects for housing and the economy (SA Objectives 9 
and 13). Strategic growth locations and new settlements are also expected to deliver new 
infrastructure, services and community facilities, improving access to services for new and 
existing residents and resulting in minor positive effects for accessibility and education (SA 
Objectives 11 and 12). 

 The policy promotes walking, cycling and public transport and seeks to direct development 
toward accessible locations. This is expected to support healthier lifestyles and reduce 
reliance on private vehicles, resulting in minor positive effects for climate change and 
health (SA Objectives 1 and 10). 

 Prioritising PDL supports more sustainable patterns of development. However, the scale 
of growth proposed, particularly at strategic greenfield locations, is likely to result in the 
loss of undeveloped land, including Best and Most Versatile (BMV) agricultural land. As 
such, significant negative effects are identified for natural resources (SA Objective 7). 

 Construction and operation of development may increase noise, air and light pollution, 
particularly during the construction phase. The scale of growth proposed is also likely to 
increase the generation of waste, including during construction and operation of new 
development. Although effects are likely to be mitigated to some extent through other 
SWLP policies and development management processes, a minor negative effect is 
identified for pollution and waste (SA Objectives 6 and 8). 

 Effects on biodiversity and geodiversity, flood risk, landscape and cultural heritage (SA 
Objectives 2, 3, 4 and 5) will be influenced by the location, scale and design of individual 
allocations and are more appropriately considered through subsequent site-specific 
assessments. Effects are therefore recorded as uncertain for Policy DS.2 for these four 
SA Objectives. 

 Policy DS.3: Meeting our Development Needs to 2050 
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DS.3 - +/- - -- +/- - -- - ++ +/- + + ++ 
 Policy DS.3 sets out the Councils’ intention to deliver a minimum of 54,925 net additional 

homes and a minimum of 225ha of strategic and 32ha of non-strategic employment land 
to meet South Warwickshire’s development needs over the Plan period to 2050. 
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 The housing requirement reflects the identified need for 1,112 homes per annum in 
Warwick District and 1,085 homes per annum in Stratford-on-Avon District, resulting in a 
total requirement of 54,925 homes across South Warwickshire to 2050. It is expected that 
these housing numbers will cater to the needs of all residents, ensuring a range of housing 
types, sizes and tenures, including affordable homes. As such, a major positive effect is 
identified for housing (SA Objective 9). 

 The policy also makes provision for a minimum of 225ha of strategic and 32ha of non-
strategic employment land to be delivered in accordance with the latest South 
Warwickshire Employment Land Study to ensure that appropriate types of employment 
land are available to meet local needs and support a range of business sectors. In doing 
so, it is likely that a major positive impact on the economy will be achieved (SA Objective 
13). 

 Sources of development proposals will include existing commitments, small site windfalls 
and the identification of new allocations through the SWLP. The scale of growth proposed 
may support the provision of new infrastructure, services and community facilities and 
contribute towards maintaining sustainable communities. As such, minor positive effects 
are identified for accessibility and education (SA Objectives 11 and 12). 

 The scale of development proposed is likely to generate employment during construction 
and occupation and may support investment in existing public services and facilities. 
However, construction and operation of housing, employment and supporting 
infrastructure may also result in increased greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, noise and 
air pollution and waste generation. Although these effects are likely to be mitigated through 
other policies in the SWLP, a minor negative impact is identified for climate change, 
pollution and waste (SA Objectives 1, 6 and 8). 

 Although there may be opportunities to limit adverse effects through site-specific design, 
layout and infrastructure, it is anticipated that the scale of development may result in the 
loss of BMV agricultural land, changes to landscape character and possible fragmentation 
of ecological networks, particularly where development extends beyond existing 
settlement boundaries. A minor negative effect is identified for biodiversity and geodiversity 
(SA Objective 3), and a potential major negative effect is identified for landscape and 
natural resources (SA Objectives 4 and 7). 

 The likely effects on flood risk, cultural heritage and health (SA Objectives 2, 5 and 10) will 
depend on the location and design of individual sites and the effectiveness of mitigation 
measures. Depending on site-specific details, there is potential for both positive and 
negative effects to occur. As such, effects are uncertain for these objectives. 
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 Policy DS.4: Strategic Site Principles  
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DS.4 - +/- +/- +/- +/- - -- - ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 
 Policy DS.4 establishes the overarching principles for the delivery of New Settlements and 

Strategic Growth Locations, including landscape-led master planning, supporting 
infrastructure, provision for Gypsies and Travellers and Travelling Showpeople and long-
term stewardship arrangements. 

 The large scale of development proposed for Strategic Growth Locations and New 
Settlements is anticipated to make a major contribution to housing provision in South 
Warwickshire. It is likely that new development will support a range of housing types, 
densities and layouts to meet the varied needs of the population. As such, a major positive 
effect is identified for housing (SA Objective 9). 

 The policy requires development to provide supporting infrastructure and community 
facilities, including schools, healthcare facilities, utilities and sustainable transport 
infrastructure alongside development. The policy also supports walkable 20-minute 
neighbourhoods and prioritises pedestrian and cycle connectivity within sites and to 
surrounding settlements, encouraging healthy lifestyles and improved wellbeing. 
Therefore, major positive impacts are identified for accessibility, health, education and 
economy (SA Objective 11, 10, 12 and 13). 

 Large-scale development is likely to increase construction and operational emissions, 
waste generation and traffic movements, increasing GHG pollutants. However, the 
requirement for landscape-led master planning, long-term stewardship of green 
infrastructure (GI), and the promotion of walkable 20-minute neighbourhoods with strong 
pedestrian and cycle connectivity is likely to help mitigate some of these effects and reduce 
reliance on private vehicles. On balance, a minor negative effect is identified for climate 
change, pollution and waste (SA Objective 1, 6 and 8). 

 The scale of development proposed is likely to require a significant amount of land, 
including potential loss of BMV agricultural land. As such, a major negative effect is 
identified for natural resources (SA Objective 7). 
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 Furthermore, the scale of development is likely to result in the loss and fragmentation of 
undeveloped land, including habitats and ecological corridors, and may increase 
recreational pressure and pollution affecting designated sites. Development may also 
affect landscape character, heritage assets and their settings, and flood risk depending on 
the location, scale and design of individual proposals. However, landscape-led master 
planning and the integration of GI and nature recovery networks provide opportunities to 
avoid, mitigate and compensate for these effects and to deliver enhancements. The likely 
effects on biodiversity and geodiversity, flood risk, landscape and cultural heritage (SA 
Objectives 2, 3, 4 and 5) will depend on the detailed design of development and the 
effectiveness of mitigation secured through masterplanning and other SWLP policies. 
Effects are therefore identified as uncertain at this strategic stage. 

 Policy DS.5: Local Growth Locations ~ Employment 
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DS.5 +/- 0 - - 0 - - - 0 +/- + 0 ++ 
 Policy DS.5 sets out the Council’s support for Local Growth Locations comprising 

employment allocations, including new (A) and carried forward sites (B) for a range of 
employment uses. These include Use Class B2 (general industrial), B8 (storage and 
distribution) and E(g) uses (office, research and development and light industrial uses), 
supported by site-specific requirements including masterplanning, infrastructure provision 
and environmental mitigation. The employment sites identified under this policy include 
new site options assessed through the SA as part of the reasonable alternatives process, 
alongside carried forward allocations from adopted plans that form part of the existing 
supply. The assessment of new employment site options, set out in Appendix H, identifies 
varying sustainability effects across environmental, social and economic objectives, which 
have informed the selection of sites taken forward in this policy. 

 It is anticipated that the provision of a range of employment sites will have a major positive 
impact on the economy (SA Objective 13), through the delivery of new employment 
floorspace, support for inward investment and the creation of job opportunities across a 
range of sectors.  

 The policy will also support improved accessibility to employment opportunities (SA 
Objective 11), as a number of the allocated sites are located adjacent to or within existing 
settlements and strategic transport corridors. This may help to improve access to 
employment opportunities and support a more sustainable distribution of jobs across South 
Warwickshire, resulting in a minor positive effect. 
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 Whilst the policy includes requirements for ecological buffers, mitigation to Local Wildlife 
Sites, and masterplanning to guide layout and design, the allocation of greenfield sites and 
settlement extensions is likely to result in some loss and fragmentation of habitats and 
changes to landscape character. On balance, a minor negative effect is identified for 
biodiversity and geodiversity (SA Objective 3) and landscape (SA Objective 4). A minor 
negative effect is also identified for natural resources (SA Objective 7) due to the release 
of undeveloped land for development. 

 The development of employment land is likely to result in increased construction activity 
and traffic generation, which may lead to localised increases in noise and air pollution. As 
such, a minor negative effect is identified for pollution (SA Objective 6). In addition, 
construction and operational activity is likely to generate waste, resulting in a minor 
negative effect for waste (SA Objective 8). 

 The policy may have mixed effects on climate change (SA Objective 1). Whilst the 
provision of employment land may support more localised patterns of working and reduce 
some out-commuting, the development of employment sites, particularly for B2 and B8 
uses, may also increase vehicle movements and associated greenhouse gas emissions. 
As the scale and significance of these effects will vary depending on the location, type and 
design of individual developments, the overall effect is identified as uncertain. 

 Effects on health (SA Objective 10) are also likely to be mixed. The provision of 
employment opportunities may contribute positively to health and wellbeing through 
improved economic prospects and reduced unemployment. However, localised 
environmental effects associated with construction activity, traffic and industrial uses may 
adversely affect amenity in some locations. As the balance of these effects will depend on 
the characteristics of individual sites and developments, the overall effect is identified as 
uncertain.  

 Effects on flood risk (SA Objective 2) and cultural heritage (SA Objective 5) are likely to be 
negligible overall. This is due to the presence of site-specific requirements within the policy 
which are expected to reduce the potential for adverse effects, including the avoidance of 
development within Flood Zones 2 and 3, and requirements to consider and mitigate 
potential impacts of certain sites on heritage assets and their settings, including sensitive 
views and nearby designated heritage assets. While the detailed layout and design of 
development will be confirmed at the planning application stage, the inclusion of these 
constraints and mitigation measures within the policy is expected to reduce the likelihood 
of adverse effects arising at a strategic level. 
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 Policy DS.6: Local Growth Locations ~ Mixed-use, Leisure, Community 
and Town Centre 
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DS.6 +/- 0 0 0 0 0 - - + + ++ + ++ 
 Policy DS.6 sets out the Council’s support for Local Growth Locations comprising mixed-

use, leisure, community and town centre related development. The policy includes 
safeguarding and allocation of sites for a range of uses including education, cultural uses, 
visitor attractions, community facilities, offices, retail, leisure, residential and town centre 
employment uses, supported by site-specific masterplanning and design requirements. 
The sites identified under this policy include new site options assessed through the SA as 
part of the reasonable alternatives process, alongside carried forward allocations from 
adopted plans that form part of the existing supply. The assessment of new site options, 
set out in Appendix H, identifies varying sustainability effects across environmental, social 
and economic objectives, which have informed the selection of sites taken forward in this 
policy. 

 It is anticipated that the policy will have a major positive impact on the economy (SA 
Objective 13), through the provision and safeguarding of town centre and strategic mixed-
use redevelopment sites, including major visitor, cultural and employment destinations. 
The inclusion of major sites such as the Stratford-upon-Avon Gateway and University of 
Warwick Campus is expected to support inward investment, tourism and local economic 
activity. 

 The policy is also likely to have a major positive impact on accessibility (SA Objective 11), 
as it focuses development within town centres and existing urban areas, requiring high 
levels of connectivity, permeability and integration with sustainable transport networks, 
supporting access to services, employment, leisure and community facilities by 
sustainable modes of transport. A major positive effect is therefore identified. 

 The inclusion of community infrastructure, education facilities and mixed-use 
redevelopment is likely to support health and wellbeing outcomes (SA Objective 10). The 
provision of accessible green space, cultural facilities and active travel improvements may 
encourage healthier lifestyles, resulting in a minor positive effect. 

 The policy may also have positive effects on education (SA Objective 12), particularly 
through safeguarding of the University of Warwick Main Campus and the provision of 
educational and cultural uses within mixed-use redevelopment sites. A minor positive 
effect is therefore identified. 
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 The policy will largely focus development within existing urban areas and previously 
developed land, supporting the efficient use of land. As such, a minor positive effect is 
identified for natural resources (SA Objective 7). However, some redevelopment and 
intensification may still result in localised environmental pressures. 

 The policy may also result in mixed effects on biodiversity and geodiversity and landscape 
(SA Objectives 3 and 4). Whilst the policy includes opportunities for biodiversity 
enhancement through GI integration, public realm improvements and landscaping 
requirements in several sites, other redevelopment areas within sensitive town centre and 
historic contexts may result in localised pressure on townscape character. On balance, a 
negligible to minor positive effect is identified overall. 

 The policy may result in localised increases in activity, including traffic, noise and light 
associated with town centre and visitor uses. However, as development is largely within 
existing urban areas, effects are expected to be limited due to the predominantly urban 
location of development and site-specific requirements to manage traffic, noise and light 
impacts. A negligible effect is identified for pollution (SA Objective 6). 

 Effects on waste (SA Objective 8) are likely to be minor, reflecting increased activity in 
town centres and visitor destinations, although this is balanced by reuse and 
redevelopment of existing sites. A minor negative effect is identified. 

 The policy may have mixed effects on climate change (SA Objective 1). Whilst 
concentrating development in sustainable locations and promoting active travel may 
reduce emissions, increased tourism, leisure and town centre activity may also generate 
additional travel demand. On balance, a mixed effect is identified. 

 Effects on flood risk (SA Objective 2) and cultural heritage (SA Objective 5) are likely to be 
negligible overall. This reflects the predominantly urban location of the allocations and the 
inclusion of site-specific requirements that provide strong mitigation, including flood risk 
management and surface water drainage measures, requirements to protect and enhance 
conservation areas and listed buildings, and archaeological assessment where 
appropriate. Development proposals will also be required to respond positively to 
townscape and heritage context through detailed design and masterplanning. Whilst the 
precise effects will depend on the final design and implementation of individual schemes, 
the policy framework is expected to significantly reduce the likelihood of adverse effects at 
a strategic level. 

 Policy DS.7: Local Growth Locations ~ Housing 
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 Policy DS.7 sets out the Council’s support for Local Growth Locations comprising general 
housing sites (DS.7A), custom and self-build sites (DS.7B), neighbourhood plan 
allocations (DS.7C) and reserve sites (DS.7D) and traveller accommodation (DS.7E). The 
housing sites identified under this policy include new site options assessed through the SA 
as part of the reasonable alternatives process, alongside carried forward allocations from 
adopted plans that form part of the existing supply. The assessment of new housing site 
options, set out in Appendix H, identifies varying sustainability effects across 
environmental, social and economic objectives, which have informed the selection of sites 
taken forward in this policy. 

 It is anticipated that the policy will have a major positive impact on housing provision (SA 
Objective 9), through the delivery of a substantial supply of General Market Housing Sites 
alongside the continued contribution of previously allocated sites and Neighbourhood Plan 
allocations and reserve sites across both districts. Collectively, these sources of supply 
will help to ensure that housing needs are met over the plan period.  

 Encouraging a proportion of self-build homes can also lead to benefits for the local 
economy, where individuals are likely to employ local businesses. A minor positive impact 
on the Economy (SA Objective 13) could therefore be seen. 

 The policy is likely to support the development of brownfield land within existing 
settlements, leading to a more efficient and sustainable use of land. As such, a minor 
positive effect is identified for Natural Resources (SA Objective 7). By directing 
development to previously developed land, the policy may also reduce the potential for 
adverse effects on biodiversity and geodiversity, landscape and cultural heritage, resulting 
in a negligible effect for these objectives (SA Objectives 3, 4 and 5). 

 The increase in housing capacity and population is likely to generate additional household 
waste and increase noise, air and light pollution during the construction and operational 
phases of development. While locating development in accessible areas may reduce 
reliance on private vehicles and associated emissions, this is unlikely to fully offset the 
impacts associated with the scale of growth proposed. On balance, minor negative effects 
are identified for climate change, pollution and waste (SA Objectives 1, 6 and 8). 

 Effects on flood risk (SA Objective 2) are considered negligible as a number of allocations 
include explicit requirements to avoid development within areas of Flood Zone 2 and 3, 
and areas of surface water flood risk where identified. These constraints are expected to 
reduce the potential for adverse effects at a strategic level, although detailed flood risk 
management will still be confirmed at the planning application stage. 

 Effects on accessibility, education and health (SA Objectives 10, 11 and 12) are 
considered uncertain at this stage. Whilst some allocations include provision or 
safeguarding of community infrastructure such as primary schools, local centres and 
community meeting places, these are site-specific and not consistently required across all 
allocations. In addition, although development is generally located within or adjacent to 
existing settlements, the policy does not include comprehensive requirements for 
sustainable transport provision or health infrastructure. As such, any positive effects will 
vary between sites and will depend on their detailed design, delivery and integration, and 
cannot be determined at a strategic level. 
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 Policy DS.8: Other Growth Locations 
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DS.8 + 0 0 0 +/- + + 0 + 0 + 0 0 
 Policy DS.8 sets out the Council’s support for medium-scale development within built-up 

area boundaries (BUAB) of Main Urban Areas and Main Service Centres as well as small-
scale development within Rural Service Centres. Major Investment Sites and development 
within the Countryside will be supported in accordance with Policy DS.2. 

 Through supporting development within BUABs, a minor positive impact on housing 
provision and accessibility will be likely (SA Objectives 9 and 11). The concentration of 
development within existing settlements may also result in minor positive impacts on 
climate change and pollution (SA Objectives 1 and 6) owing to the reduced need to travel 
by car and a consequent reduction in GHG emissions such as CO2 and NO2 and other 
particulate matter.  

 Development within existing settlement boundaries is likely to support the efficient use of 
land, including opportunities for infill development, leading to a potential minor positive 
impact on natural resources (SA Objective 7). In addition, given the focus on existing built-
up areas, effects on biodiversity and landscape are considered negligible overall (SA 
Objectives 3 and 4).  

 Depending on the location and scale of individual proposals, development may affect the 
setting of heritage assets; however, effects are considered uncertain at this strategic level 
and will depend on site-specific design and context (SA Objective 5). Whilst development 
within existing settlement boundaries may help to avoid more sensitive locations and could 
result in neutral or locally positive effects, the overall effect cannot be determined. 

 Policy DS.9: Core Opportunity Area (COA) 
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 Policy DS.9 sets out the aims of the Core Opportunity Area (COA) and the role it will play 
in boosting economic growth within the SWLP area. The COA will build on existing 
employment hubs and co-locate businesses to attract investment, which can increase the 
pool of skilled workers within the area and increase employment opportunities. As such, a 
major positive impact on the local economy is identified (SA Objective 13).  

 By focusing employment growth within the COA and prioritising improvements to public 
transport and active travel, the policy is expected to improve accessibility to employment 
locations, resulting in a minor positive effect on accessibility (SA Objective 11). 

 Although the COA has been proposed to contain a range of existing major investment sites 
and main towns, it also extends across highly rural areas and open countryside particularly 
in Stratford-on-Avon District. The proposed development is likely to involve development 
on greenfield land, which may include BMV agricultural land. A minor negative impact on 
natural resources (SA Objective 7) cannot be ruled out.  

 As specific development sites are not identified at this stage, potential effects on flood risk, 
biodiversity and geodiversity, landscape, cultural heritage, climate change and pollution 
are considered uncertain and will depend on the scale, location and design of future 
proposals within the COA, as well as the effectiveness of other SWLP policies (SA 
Objectives 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6). 

 Policy DS.10: Major Investment Sites 
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DS.10 +/- +/- +/- +/- +/- +/- +/- 0 0 0 0 + ++ 
 Policy DS.10 outlines the need to protect and support the accepted employment uses at 

Major Investment Sites (MIS), that are to be the main focus of new employment 
development over the Plan period. The policy will safeguard existing employment uses 
within the MIS areas and support future investment, helping to increase employment 
provision and attract inward investment. As such, a major positive effect is identified for 
the economy (SA Objective 13).  

 The policy may also support opportunities for skills development and training, particularly 
if the MIS includes growth associated with the University of Warwick. A minor positive 
impact on education (SA Objective 12) is identified. 
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 As specific development proposals are not defined at this stage, the policy provides a 
general framework for continued investment and potential intensification within existing 
employment areas. Whilst this may help to concentrate economic activity within 
established sites, there is potential for future growth to result in increased pressure on 
land, transport and environmental receptors depending on the nature and scale of 
individual proposals. As such, effects on flood risk, biodiversity and geodiversity, 
landscape, cultural heritage and natural resources are considered uncertain (SA 
Objectives 2, 3, 4, 5 and 7). 

 In addition, increased employment activity may result in higher levels of traffic and 
operational activity, with potential implications for GHG emissions and local air quality. 
However, the magnitude of any such effects will depend on the nature of future 
development and mitigation measures, and therefore effects are considered uncertain at 
this stage (SA Objectives 1 and 6). 

 Policy DS.11: Rural Economy 
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 Policy DS.11 sets out the circumstances in which employment development in rural areas 

will be supported. South Warwickshire is largely rural, and the policy aims to support start-
up businesses in rural areas, agricultural diversification schemes and the expansion of 
rural businesses, to ensure a thriving rural economy. Overall, the policy will be expected 
to have a major positive impact on the rural economy, by supporting business start-ups 
and increasing employment opportunities within rural areas (SA Objective 13).  

 The policy states that employment development outside of settlement boundaries and 
proposals in rural areas will be supported where they are of appropriate scale to their 
location and respect the character of the surrounding landscape. Furthermore, the policy 
encourages the re-use of existing buildings, which will help to ensure new development is 
in keeping with the surrounding character and identity of the area. Re-using existing 
buildings may also help to prevent the loss of BMV soil and undeveloped land in the rural 
area. These measures will be likely to reduce the potential for adverse effects, and as 
such, a negligible impact is identified on the landscape character and natural resources 
(SA Objectives 4 and 7).  

 Loss of undeveloped land may also have an adverse effect on ecological networks that 
form vital habitats and corridors for biodiversity that may be lost or disturbed due to the 
introduction of built form. Depending on the location of the site, there is possibility that 
development may have minor negative effects on designated biodiversity sites. There is 
potential for a minor negative for biodiversity and geodiversity (SA Objective 3). 
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 Proposed new development in rural areas may result in increased travel demand and 
vehicle movements, including servicing and freight associated with rural and agricultural 
businesses. This may contribute to localised increases in greenhouse gas emissions and 
air pollution, particularly where access to sustainable transport modes is limited. In 
addition, small-scale rural development may generate additional operational waste, 
although effects are likely to be limited and dispersed. Overall, a minor negative effect is 
identified for climate change, pollution and waste (SA Objectives 1, 6 and 8). 

 The dispersed and rural nature of development supported by the policy may limit access 
to services and sustainable transport options, potentially increasing reliance on private 
vehicles. As such, a minor negative effect is identified for accessibility (SA Objective 11). 

 Effects on housing, flood risk, cultural heritage, health and education (SA Objectives 2, 5, 
9, 10 and 12) are considered negligible, as the policy does not directly influence these 
topics at a strategic level and any effects are likely to be localised and site-specific. 

 Policy DS.12: Rural Housing 
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 Policy DS.12 sets out the councils’ plan for meeting rural housing needs including the 

introduction of affordable housing schemes, self-build and custom-build homes, proposals 
surrounding conversion of existing buildings and new homes.  

 Whilst the policy supports the reuse and conversion of existing buildings, new rural 
residential development is likely to increase reliance on private vehicles due to limited 
access to public transport and services in rural areas. This may result in minor increases 
in greenhouse gas emissions and localised air pollution. As such, a minor negative effect 
is identified for climate change and pollution (SA Objectives 1 and 6). 

 The rural location of the development is likely to have minor negative effects on 
accessibility, health and education (SA Objectives 10, 11 and 12), as access to regular 
transportation services, hospitals and schools is likely limited.  

 Development in rural locations may result in the loss of small areas of BMV agricultural 
land, resulting in a minor negative impact on natural resources (SA Objective 7).  

 The policy supports new housing for occupation by a person engaged in agricultural activity 
carried out in the countryside, supporting rural businesses and agriculture. Additionally, 
Policy DS.12 encourages a proportion of self-build homes can also lead to benefits for the 
local economy, where individuals are likely to employ local businesses. A minor positive 
impact on the economy (SA Objective 13) could therefore be seen.  
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 Small-scale rural development may result in localised loss or disturbance of habitats and 
ecological networks, depending on site location and design. A minor negative effect is 
identified for biodiversity and geodiversity (SA Objective 3). 

 Given the small scale and often replacement or infill nature of development, significant 
effects on flood risk, landscape, cultural heritage and waste generation are unlikely. A 
negligible effect is identified for SA Objectives 2, 4, 5 and 8. 

 Policy DS.13: Green Belt 
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 In South Warwickshire, a large proportion of Warwick District and parts of Stratford-on-

Avon District lie within the West Midlands Green Belt. Policy DN.13 defines the extent of 
the Green Belt and identifies specific locations to be removed from the Green Belt for 
development and safeguarded land for potential future growth. The policy also enables 
Neighbourhood Development Plans to make changes to Green Belt boundaries were 
justified by unmet local need and where consistent with national policy and the SWLP. 

 Through the policy, the Councils seek to maintain the openness and permanence of the 
Green Belt, which will help to prevent coalescence between settlements and avoid 
inappropriate development in these locations. Although Green Belt designation is not a 
reflection of the environmental quality or value of the land, preserving this role of the Green 
Belt will likely help to maintain settlement separation and openness, which could indirectly 
contribute to the conservation of landscape character in these areas and a minor positive 
impact on landscape (SA Objective 4). 

 The policy supports the release of specific areas of Green Belt and the safeguarding of 
land for future development, which is likely to facilitate the delivery of housing and 
employment development in sustainable locations. This is anticipated to result in a major 
positive effect on housing and a minor positive impact on the economy (SA Objectives 9 
and 13). 

 The release of Green Belt land for development may result in the loss of undeveloped land 
and could lead to adverse effects on biodiversity and geodiversity and natural resources, 
depending on the location, scale and nature of development brought forward. As the 
precise effects will depend on the characteristics of the sites released and will be 
considered through site-specific assessments, minor negative effects are identified for 
biodiversity and geodiversity and natural resources (SA Objectives 3 and 7). 
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 Opportunities for environmental enhancement within retained Green Belt areas may arise 
through wider SWLP policies, including GI and BNG, which could strengthen effects on 
biodiversity, natural resources and health (SA Objectives 3, 7 and 10), currently identified 
as negligible at the strategic level. 

 Policy DS.14: Protecting the Cotswold National Landscape 
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 Policy DS.14 seeks to ensure any development affecting the Cotswolds National 

Landscape (CNL) (formerly known as Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, AONB), will 
conserve and enhance its distinct qualities and not harm the built character, as well as 
minimising any light pollution. 

 Creating a 3km buffer zone around the CNL will be expected to conserve and enhance the 
natural beauty and scenic qualities of the landscape whilst also offering design and scale 
guidance to any development which may occur within the setting or have an effect on the 
surrounding landscape. As such, a major positive impact has been identified for landscape 
(SA Objective 4) where it will support the maintenance of the setting and surroundings of 
the CNL.  

 A minor positive effect is anticipated for cultural heritage and biodiversity and geodiversity 
(SA Objectives 3 and 5) where enhancing the setting and design of development will help 
to ensure that it is in keeping with the distinctive character and time-depth of the CNL, 
while also protecting natural beauty and biodiversity features that support the wider 
ecological network. 

 The policy includes measures to reduce light pollution and support tranquillity; however, 
effects associated with noise, air and other forms of pollution are not directly influenced by 
the policy. A negligible effect is therefore identified for pollution (SA Objective 6). 

 Policy DS.15: Special Landscape Areas 
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 Special Landscape Areas (SLAs) are non-statutory designations recognising areas of the 
local landscape with important characteristics. In the SWLP area there are five SLAs 
including Arden, Cotswold Fringe, Feldon Parkland, Ironstone Hills Fringe and River Leam 
and Surrounds. The SLAs aid in ensuring development is in-keeping with the surrounding 
environment and maintains the distinctive landscape character.  

 Policy DS.15 seeks to protect the character of the distinctive Special Landscape Areas in 
South Warwickshire and their unique characteristics. Through ensuring development does 
not result in harmful impacts on the character and appearance of these SLAs, a minor 
positive impact on landscape is expected (SA Objective 4). The policy ensures that new 
development proposals must protect historic and cultural features within the SLAs and 
respect the current and historic relationships between the settlement and LSAs. Therefore, 
a minor positive impact for cultural heritage is identified (SA Objective 5). 

 It is recommended that this policy includes specific wording, or cross-references to the 
provisions of other policies, to ensure development is sensitively designed to reflect the 
distinctive character of each SLA. Additional reference to biodiversity features, including 
ancient woodland and trees, should also be included to recognise the role of these areas 
in supporting habitat corridors and ecological networks. This would strengthen the potential 
for positive effects on biodiversity and geodiversity (SA Objective 3). 

 Policy DS.16: Protecting, Enhancing and Restoring Landscape 
Character 
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 Policy DS.16 is anticipated to have a major positive effect on landscape (SA Objective 4) 

as it requires development to respond positively to local distinctiveness and historic 
character, protect landscape features, avoid coalescence between settlements and 
incorporate measures to enhance and, where appropriate, restore landscape character. 
The policy also requires development to be landscape-led from the earliest stages of 
design and masterplanning and to minimise visual intrusion, including impacts on key 
views, openness and tranquillity. 

 A minor positive effect is identified for cultural heritage (SA Objective 5). This is due to the 
policy requiring development to consider the historic character and setting of landscapes 
and settlements as well as contribute to wider green and blue infrastructure and nature 
recovery objectives through landscaping using native and locally characteristic species. 
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 By seeking to protect tranquillity and minimise visual intrusion, including through early 
planting and long-term landscape management, the policy may help to reduce light and 
visual impacts. However, as the policy does not specifically address the potential effects 
of noise and air pollution arising from development, a negligible effect is identified for 
pollution (SA Objective 6). 

 A minor positive effect is identified for biodiversity and geodiversity (SA Objective 3), as 
the policy supports landscape enhancement and restoration, including green and blue 
infrastructure, nature recovery objectives and native planting that can contribute to habitat 
connectivity. 

 A minor positive effect is also identified for health (SA Objective 10), as the policy seeks 
to protect and enhance tranquillity, reduce visual intrusion, and promote landscape 
enhancement and GI, all of which can contribute to improved wellbeing and environmental 
quality. 

 Policy DS.17: Maintaining Settlement Identity and Area of Restraint  
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 Policy DS.17 seeks to preserve settlement gaps and Areas of Restraint in order to maintain 

the separate identities of settlements, protect their rural character and landscape setting, 
and prevent coalescence. Protecting the open nature of these areas will support the 
distinctive landscape and townscape character of settlements across South Warwickshire. 

 A major positive impact is identified for landscape (SA Objective 4) as the policy seeks to 
preserve openness, visual and perceptual separation between settlements and supports 
projects that enhance landscape character and views from Public Rights of Way (PRoW), 
highways and settlement approaches. 

 A minor positive impact is identified for biodiversity and geodiversity and natural resources 
(SA Objectives 3 and 7), as the policy helps safeguard undeveloped land and supports 
beneficial uses such as nature conservation and food production. 

 The policy also requires new development to respect historic features and the setting of 
settlements, resulting in a minor positive effect for cultural heritage (SA Objective 5). 
Where the policy promotes public access to the identified Areas of Restraint, there may be 
secondary benefits for health and wellbeing through increased recreational opportunities, 
resulting in a minor positive effect for health (SA Objective 10). 
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 Policy DS.18: Well-Designed Places 
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 Policy DS.18 sets out comprehensive design principles to ensure all development 

contributes to high-quality, well-designed places. The policy requires proposals to be 
supported by a Design Statement and to demonstrate how they respond positively to local 
context, enhance the sense of place, prioritise active travel, incorporate natural features 
and create healthy, inclusive and adaptable environments. 

 The policy is anticipated to have a major positive effect on landscape (SA Objective 4) and 
a minor positive effect on cultural heritage (SA Objective 5), as development is required to 
respond to the distinct features, history and character of the site and its wider context, and 
to create attractive and distinctive places that are well integrated with their surroundings. 

 By requiring development to incorporate existing and new natural features into 
multifunctional GI networks that support biodiversity, water management and climate 
resilience, a minor positive effect is identified for biodiversity and geodiversity, flood risk 
and climate change (SA Objectives 1, 2 and 3). 

 The policy prioritises walking, cycling and sustainable transport and seeks to create safe, 
accessible and inclusive travel networks. It also promotes a mix of uses including services, 
facilities and employment opportunities, supporting healthy lifestyles, mental wellbeing and 
social interaction. As such, major positive effects are identified for accessibility, health and 
the economy (SA Objectives 10, 11 and 13). 

 The policy requires new development to protect users from unacceptable levels of noise, 
pollution and contamination. A minor positive effect is therefore identified for pollution (SA 
Objective 6). 

 By seeking to reduce the use of land, materials, energy and water and to create adaptable 
and sustainable buildings that limit the need for redevelopment over time, the policy is 
expected to support the efficient use of natural resources. Therefore, a minor positive 
impact is identified for SA Objective 7. 
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 Policy DS.19: Design Codes 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

Policy  
Cl

im
at

e 
Ch

an
ge

 

Fl
oo

d 
Ri

sk
 

Bi
od

ive
rs

ity
 &

 
G

eo
di

ve
rs

ity
 

La
nd

sc
ap

e 

Cu
ltu

ra
l H

er
ita

ge
 

Po
llu

tio
n 

Na
tu

ra
l R

es
ou

rc
es

 

W
as

te
 

Ho
us

in
g 

He
al

th
 

Ac
ce

ss
ib

ilit
y 

Ed
uc

at
io

n 

Ec
on

om
y 

DS.19 + 0 + + 0 + + 0 + + + 0 0 
 Policy DS.19 outlines the various types of design codes that will be presented across the 

SWLP area. New development must be supported by design codes identified within the 
South Warwickshire Design Code, with the National Design Guide1 applied where no local 
design code is in place.  

 The use of the South Warwickshire Design Code and the National Design Guide will help 
ensure that development is well-designed, contextually appropriate and inclusive, 
supporting high quality place-making. This is likely to result in indirect benefits to landscape 
character and townscape, as well as improvements in accessibility through better-
designed environments that support active travel and legibility. Design principles 
promoting well-designed, efficient and adaptable buildings may also contribute to more 
sustainable development outcomes over time, including improved environmental 
performance and reduced resource use. Overall, minor positive effects are identified for 
housing, landscape, accessibility and health (SA Objectives 9, 4, 11 and 10), with more 
limited indirect benefits to biodiversity, climate change, pollution and natural resources (SA 
Objectives 3, 1, 6 and 7). 

 Policy DS.20: Densification and Advanced Methods of Construction 
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 Policy DS.20 identifies areas within the SWLP area that are suitable for higher density 

development. Pursuing increased housing densities in appropriate areas at quick delivery 
rates will help the Councils to provide more housing across the Plan area, and as such, 
lead to a minor positive impact on housing (SA Objective 9).  

 
1 DLUHC (2021). National Design Guide. Available at: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/602cef1d8fa8f5038595091b/National_design_guide.pdf [Date accessed: 
14/05/26]  



Regulation 19 SA of the SWLP – Appendix I: Policies   July 2026 
LC-1421_SWLP_R19_SA_Appendix I_Policies_24_140726BT.docx 

© Lepus Consulting for Stratford-on-Avon District and Warwick District Councils I25 

 Higher density development will be expected to make more efficient use of land including 
through development infill and refurbishment where possible and proposals will be 
supported with sustainable credentials. More efficient land use and sustainable 
construction methods is anticipated to minimise the loss of undeveloped land and soils 
elsewhere in the Plan area for new development whilst reducing environmental harm, 
potentially resulting in a minor positive impact on natural resources and climate change 
(SA Objective 7 and 1).  

 Higher density development could also help to reduce urban sprawl, protecting the wider 
landscape setting. Whilst the policy includes reference to design codes and the need for 
appropriate design quality, it would benefit from additional wording to ensure that density 
is responsive to local landscape character and heritage sensitivities. In some cases, 
flexibility in achieving higher densities may be required where this is necessary to avoid or 
mitigate adverse effects on landscape character or the historic environment, including the 
use of Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) or Landscape and Visual 
Appraisal (LVA) where appropriate. At this stage of the plan making process, a negligible 
impact on the local landscape and historic environment is identified (SA Objectives 4 and 
5).  

 Policy DS.21: Vale of Evesham Control Zone 
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 Policy DS.21 sets out how development proposals within the Vale of Evesham Control 

Zone that would significantly increase Heavy Goods Vehicle (HGV) traffic must justify their 
economic benefits, demonstrate that no better-located site is available and ensure that 
proposed freight routes minimise impacts on local communities. The Vale of Evesham 
Control Zone supports key transport links provided by the A46 in this area. These links 
support flows of HGVs between the M5 to central and eastern transport corridors, such as 
the M6 and the M1, and is therefore in need of protection particularly where this will be 
further affected by development associated with the SWLP.  

 Minor positive impacts have been identified in relation to climate change, pollution and 
health (SA Objectives 1, 6 and 10), where a controlled movement of HGVs has the 
potential to encourage more appropriate routing of HGV movements and reduce impacts 
on sensitive receptors. 

 Where the economic benefits of a proposal are considered to outweigh the impacts 
associated with increased HGV traffic, or where proposals fall below the 5% threshold, 
development may be supported. Whilst this may contribute to economic growth, some 
larger employment proposals may be constrained by the policy requirements. On balance, 
a negligible effect is identified for the economy (SA Objective 13). 
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I.3 Delivering the Necessary 
Infrastructure 

 Policy ID.1: Securing Infrastructure Provision  
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 Policy ID.1 sets out the Councils’ intention to ensure that sufficient and appropriate 

infrastructure of the correct size and scale is provided to support the planned growth 
through the SWLP in a sustainable manner.  

 It is anticipated that developers will ensure infrastructure requirements alongside new 
development are catered for, including healthcare, sports, education, social and 
community facilities, emergency services, flood management and climate resilience, 
biodiversity, utilities and transport to ensure that new and existing residents are served by 
suitable infrastructure and are located in areas with good access to essential services and 
facilities. Infrastructure must be maintained and used throughout the lifetime of 
development, reducing the unnecessary use of natural resources and emissions from 
construction. Therefore, there is potential for a major positive impact on accessibility (SA 
Objective 11) and minor positive impacts on SA Objectives 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 8, 10, 12 and 13. 

 Policy ID.2: Infrastructure Delivery 
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ID.2 0 + + 0 0 0 0 + 0 + ++ + 0 
 Policy ID.2 seeks to ensure the timely delivery of infrastructure required to support 

development proposed through the SWLP, including community facilities, open space, 
education, transport and utilities infrastructure. 
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 It is anticipated that developers will ensure infrastructure requirements are delivered early 
on in development and in a timely manner. The Councils may consider forward funding of 
infrastructure provisions to meet timely delivery and ensure that new and existing residents 
are served by suitable infrastructure including community facilities, open space, sports 
facilities, primary education, secondary education, water and sewerage, off-site transport 
and utilities. If permanent infrastructure provisions are not available, temporary 
infrastructure is permissible as long as development is fit for purpose and a clear timescale 
for the permanent delivery is available. Priority will be given to early provision of 
sustainable transport infrastructure including public transport and active travel routes. 
Therefore, there is potential for a major positive impact on accessibility (SA Objective 11) 
and minor positive impacts on flood risk, biodiversity, waste, health and education (SA 
Objectives 2, 3, 8, 10 and 12). 

 While the policy focuses primarily on the timely delivery and phasing of infrastructure, 
additional reference to sustainable construction methods, low-carbon infrastructure and 
the need to respond positively to landscape character and the historic environment could 
help to secure further positive effects for climate change, pollution, natural resources, 
landscape and cultural heritage (SA Objectives 1, 4, 5, 6 and 7). 

 Policy ID.3: Infrastructure Protection  
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ID.3 0 0 - - - 0 - 0 0 + ++ + + 
 Policy ID.3 policy seeks to protect land safeguarded for the delivery of strategic transport 

and infrastructure schemes identified through the SWLP. This includes rail infrastructure, 
sustainable travel initiatives, strategic road network and local highway improvements and 
transport connections associated with strategic growth locations. The policy is intended to 
ensure that development does not inhibit the implementation of transport infrastructure 
necessary to support planned growth and improve connectivity across South 
Warwickshire. 

 The safeguarding of land for rail improvements, park and ride facilities, active travel 
infrastructure, multimodal transport corridors and public transport interchange facilities has 
the potential to improve access to employment, health services and education through 
enhanced transport connectivity, resulting in a major positive for accessibility (SA 
Objective 11) and minor positive impacts on health, education and economy (SA 
Objectives 10, 12 and 13).  
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 Additionally, safeguarding infrastructure to support sustainable travel initiatives has the 
potential to support modal shift away from private car use and improve opportunities for 
sustainable travel, reducing congestion and vehicular emissions. Subsequently, the 
safeguarding and future delivery of strategic highway infrastructure and road widening 
schemes could increase traffic generation and encourage private vehicle use in some 
locations. Therefore, a negligible impact has been identified for climate change and 
pollution (SA Objectives 1 and 6).  

 The delivery of major transport infrastructure could result in adverse effects on landscape 
character, biodiversity and geodiversity, cultural heritage assets and natural resources, 
depending on the location, design and implementation of individual schemes. Therefore, 
minor negative impacts are identified on SA Objectives 3, 4, 5 and 7. 

 As the policy safeguards land for future infrastructure rather than directly delivering 
development, the significance of effects will depend on the detailed design, assessment 
and mitigation of individual schemes brought forward through subsequent proposals and 
planning applications. 

 Policy ID.4: Stratford-upon-Avon Bypass 
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ID.4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 + 0 + 
 Policy ID.4 seeks to safeguard the route of a western bypass to Stratford-upon-Avon 

connecting the A3400 Shipston Road and A46 Alcester Road, in order to support the 
delivery of Long Marston Airfield new community and development to the south of the 
town. 

 The safeguarding of the route may support the future delivery of transport infrastructure 
required to facilitate planned growth and improve connectivity in and around Stratford-
upon-Avon. It may also assist in enabling the delivery of planned housing and employment 
growth. Therefore, minor positive effects are identified on accessibility, housing and the 
economy (SA Objectives 11, 9 and 13). 

 As the policy safeguards an indicative corridor rather than delivering the bypass itself, 
negligible effects are identified for the remaining SA objectives. Any future environmental 
effects associated with the bypass would depend on the final alignment, design and 
mitigation measures and would be considered through subsequent project-level 
assessment. 
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 Policy ID.5: Sustainable Transport Accessibility 
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ID.5 ++ + + + 0 + 0 0 0 + ++ + + 
 Sustainable transport provision can provide multiple benefits to residents and the wider 

SWLP area, including improved connectivity to local services, reduced congestion on 
roads which will improve air quality and facilitate healthier lifestyle choices. Policy ID.5 
aims to ensure that sustainable transport principles are provided within the SWLP area 
and that infrastructure is in place to meet transport demands.  

 The policy requires major developments to provide a Transport Statements or Transport 
Assessment and Travel Plans or Framework Travel Plans that outlines how sustainable 
travel options have been realised with safe accessibility for all users as well as how any 
mitigation of expected impacts on the local transport network will be achieved. 
Furthermore, the policy outlines the necessary infrastructure provision to accompany 
development, including high quality and segregated routes for wheeling, cycling and 
walking. Policy ID.5 supports the utilisation of green and blue infrastructure (GBI) including 
tree planting, linear sustainable drainage systems (SuDS) and green verges which will 
improve the natural attractiveness of infrastructure, support habitat connectivity, enhance 
the local landscape appearance and character, reduce flood risk, improve mental 
wellbeing and contribute to the sequestration of GHG emissions. A reduction in private car 
use is expected as a result of the provision of sufficient infrastructure and the promotion of 
safe, accessible areas for active travel, anticipating a reduction in vehicular GHG 
emissions. Overall, a major positive impact is identified for climate change and accessibility 
(SA Objectives 1 and 11), and a minor positive impact is identified for flood risk, 
biodiversity, landscape, pollution and health (SA Objectives 2, 3, 4, 6 and 10). 

 The policy also requires good connectivity to local services, including employment areas 
and key service centres such as schools, through direct and high-frequency transport links. 
Furthermore, the policy considers the needs of the elderly, those with disabilities and low-
income groups by ensuring infrastructure is accessible to all. Minor positive impacts are 
identified for access to education and employment (SA Objectives 12 and 13) as a result.  
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 Policy ID.6: Electric Vehicle Infrastructure  
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ID.6 + 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + + 0 0 
 Policy ID.6 supports the transition to electric vehicles (EV) through setting out the strategy 

to implement the necessary infrastructure needed, where current EV infrastructure is not 
sufficient to meet the anticipated need. The councils will aim to install EV chargers in off-
street public carparks and areas with high density of terraced housing. The policy further 
sets out the need for EV charging infrastructure to be provided alongside new 
development. Facilitating the transition to EVs will help contribute to South Warwickshire's 
climate change ambitions.  

 EVs, which offer an efficient alternative to petrol and diesel-powered vehicles (primarily 
because they do not emit air pollutants such as PM10), have the potential to result in a 
minor positive impact on human health (SA Objective 10) through improving air quality. By 
facilitating the uptake of EVs through necessary infrastructure, the policy will help to reduce 
vehicle-related GHG emissions and their associated contributions towards climate change. 
Overall, this policy is expected to have a minor positive impact on climate change, pollution 
and sustainable transport (SA Objectives 1, 6 and 11).  

 Policy ID.7: Park and Ride  
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ID.7 + 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + + 0 0 
 Policy ID.7 sets out how Park and Ride proposals must be evidence-based and directs 

support towards specific sites and transport improvements across Stratford-upon-Avon, 
Warwick, Leamington and Kenilworth. 

 It is anticipated that proposed Park and Ride facilities will enhance public transport facilities 
within the SWLP area and improve access to key destinations. By encouraging a shift from 
private car journeys into town and city centres towards combined car and public transport 
trips, the policy has the potential to help reduce congestion and associated vehicle 
emissions in some locations. As such, a minor positive impact is identified for climate 
change, pollution and accessibility (SA Objectives 1, 6 and 11). Improved air quality may 
also contribute to secondary minor positive impacts on health (SA Objective 10). 
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 Policy ID.8: Smart and Connected South Warwickshire 
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ID.8 + 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + ++ + + 
 Policy ID.8 supports a smart and connected approach across South Warwickshire that 

supports the improved service delivery, efficient operation of infrastructure and facilitated 
more coordinated and responsive planning to deliver sustainable, inclusive and improved 
outcomes for places, services and communities. The policy supports the provision of high-
quality digital connectivity and smart infrastructure across both urban and rural areas, 
including full fibre broadband infrastructure and reliable wired and wireless networks. 

 The policy is likely to improve digital connectivity, support better service delivery and 
reduce inequalities in access to services, particularly within rural communities. Therefore, 
there is potential for a major positive impact on accessibility (SA Objective 11).  

 As a result of improved digital connectivity, there is potential for minor positive impacts on 
climate change, the economy, health and wellbeing through increased social connection 
and improved access to services and information. Improved digital infrastructure may also 
support start-up and small businesses, whilst increasing opportunities for flexible and 
home working across South Warwickshire. This may help to reduce commuting by private 
car and lower energy demand associated with office-based working, which could 
contribute to a reduction in GHG emissions and air pollution. Therefore, a minor positive 
impact is identified for climate change, pollution, economy and health (SA Objective 1, 6, 
13 and 10).  

 Improved digital infrastructure may also increase opportunities for children and young 
people to improve digital literacy and access educational resources. A minor positive 
impact is identified for education (SA Objective 12). 

 Policy ID.9: Reducing Flood Risk 
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ID.9 + ++ + 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
 Policy ID.9 seeks to avoid locating site end users in areas at increased risk of flooding and 

ensures that development accounts for current and future flood risk, including measures 
which will increase resilience to the impacts of climate change. 
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 The policy will ensure development is prioritised in areas at low risk of flooding and requires 
a site-specific Flood Risk Assessment is undertaken where appropriate. Furthermore, a 
drainage strategy will be required to ensure that flood risk is not increased downstream 
and that surface water will be managed effectively. New development will be required to 
account for climate change and ensure that potential exceedance events are considered. 
Development in areas at risk of flooding must demonstrate safe access and egress and 
provide appropriate mitigation for residual flood risk. Overall, a major positive impact on 
flood risk (SA Objective 2) and a minor positive impact on climate change (SA Objective 
1) is identified.  

 Through the use of GBI, restoring flood plains, and river restoration and enhancement, and 
the requirement for undeveloped buffer strips alongside watercourses, the policy is 
expected to protect and enhance watercourses and support ecological networks. These 
measures are also likely to benefit local wildlife and ecological corridors. Overall, minor 
positive impacts on local biodiversity and water quality are identified (SA Objectives 3 and 
6). 

 Policy ID.10: Water Efficiency 
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ID.10 + 0 + 0 0 + + 0 0 0 0 0 0 
 Policy ID.10 will help to reduce pressure on water resources within the SWLP area to 

account for current and future climate conditions, such as challenges from increased 
rainfall and a higher frequency of drought events. 

 The policy sets out measures such as reduced water usage standards for new 
development and water efficiency methods including greywater recycling systems, 
rainwater harvesting and irrigation water storage reservoirs. In combination, these 
measures will help to reduce pressure on water resources, support water quality, and 
promote the efficient use of natural resources. Furthermore, these measures may help to 
reduce energy consumption associated with water treatment, pumping and distribution. A 
minor positive impact is identified for climate change, pollution and natural resources (SA 
Objectives 1, 6 and 7).  

 The policy is also expected to support biodiversity and geodiversity by reducing pressure 
on water resources and helping to maintain water availability for water-dependent habitats 
and ecosystems. The requirement to implement water efficiency measures alongside 
sustainable drainage systems may also provide wider environmental benefits. Therefore, 
a minor positive effect is identified for biodiversity and geodiversity (SA Objective 3). 
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 Policy ID.11: Water Supply and Wastewater Infrastructure 
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ID.11 0 + + 0 0 + + 0 0 + 0 0 0 
 Policy ID.11 sets out that proposed new development will ensure adequate water supply 

and wastewater infrastructure exists or will be provided for to not result in a strain on water 
supply and the wastewater network. 

 The policy requires development to demonstrate that sufficient water supply, foul 
sewerage and wastewater treatment capacity exists, or will be delivered ahead of 
occupation. The policy also seeks to ensure that new development does not compromise 
the safe and efficient operation of existing water supply, sewerage or wastewater 
infrastructure. This is likely to help direct development to locations where sufficient 
infrastructure capacity already exists, reducing the need for additional infrastructure 
provision where possible. Where new or upgraded water supply or wastewater treatment 
infrastructure is required, proposals will be supported where they address local amenity 
impacts. 

 New development is required to comply with the surface water drainage hierarchy and 
support the implementation of SuDS schemes, which are likely to provide benefits for flood 
management and water quality. The policy also seeks to prevent deterioration of water 
quality in watercourses and groundwater and ensure alignment with Water Framework 
Directive objectives. This is likely to reduce adverse effects on the water environment and 
biodiversity assets sensitive to changes in water quality and quantity. Overall, minor 
positive impacts are identified for flood risk, biodiversity and geodiversity, pollution and 
natural resources (SA Objective 2, 3, 6 and 7). 

 Through the improvement of water quality, and the requirement for Amenity Assessments 
for development located near sewage infrastructure or wastewater treatment works, the 
policy will help to ensure acceptable healthy living conditions are maintained and that 
future residents are not adversely affected by noise, odour or aerosols. As such, a minor 
positive effect is identified for health (SA Objective 10). 

 Policy ID.12: Multifunctional Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems 
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ID.12 + ++ + + 0 + + 0 0 + 0 0 0 



Regulation 19 SA of the SWLP – Appendix I: Policies   July 2026 
LC-1421_SWLP_R19_SA_Appendix I_Policies_24_140726BT.docx 

© Lepus Consulting for Stratford-on-Avon District and Warwick District Councils I34 

 Policy ID.12 outlines the requirements for surface water management, including the 
provision of high-quality, multifunctional Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS). SuDS 
must be supported by a detailed Drainage Strategy demonstrating that surface water runoff 
will be managed as close to source as possible and that development will not increase 
Flood Risk on-site or elsewhere, including during the 1% annual exceedance probability 
event plus an allowance for climate change. Through the incorporation of SuDS and 
climate change allowances, a major positive effect is identified for flood risk (SA Objective 
2) and a minor positive effect for climate change (SA Objective 1). 

 The policy requires SuDS and GBI corridors to be integrated into site design to deliver 
multiple benefits, including improved water quality, biodiversity enhancement, accessible 
green and blue infrastructure, sustainable water management and urban heat island 
mitigation. This is likely to result in minor positive effects for biodiversity and geodiversity, 
landscape, pollution, natural resources and health (SA Objectives 3, 4, 6, 7 and 10). 

 Policy ID.13: Green and Blue Infrastructure 
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ID.13 ++ ++ ++ + + + + 0 0 + + 0 0 
 Policy ID.13 sets out measures to protect, enhance and expand the Green and Blue 

Infrastructure (GBI) network across South Warwickshire. The policy establishes 
measurable Urban Greening Factor and tree canopy cover targets and requires 
development to incorporate nature-based solutions from the earliest stages of design. The 
policy also supports ecological connectivity through reference to the Warwickshire LNRS, 
habitat restoration and the creation of wildlife corridors and green links across the Plan 
area. Overall, the policy is expected to have a major positive effect on biodiversity and 
geodiversity (SA Objective 3). 

 The multifunctional ecosystem service benefits associated with landscape character-led 
GBI, including carbon sequestration, urban cooling, SuDS, natural flood management and 
climate resilience measures, are also expected to contribute towards reducing South 
Warwickshire’s contribution to climate change, reducing flood risk and supporting the 
sustainable management of natural resources. The policy requires long-term 
management, monitoring and funding arrangements for at least 30 years, which is likely to 
help ensure these benefits are sustained over time. Overall, major positive effects are 
identified for climate change and flood risk (SA Objectives 1 and 2), alongside minor 
positive effects for pollution and natural resources (SA Objectives 6 and 7). 
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 The provision of accessible open spaces, active travel links and connections to PRoWs, 
canal towpaths and greenways is likely to support inclusive recreation opportunities, active 
travel and access to the natural environment, with associated benefits for physical and 
mental wellbeing. Therefore, a minor positive impact is identified for health and 
accessibility (SA Objective 10 and 11). The policy also seeks to respond to local landscape 
character and protect heritage assets and their settings as part of landscape-led design, 
which is expected to result in minor positive effects for landscape and cultural heritage (SA 
Objectives 4 and 5). 

 Policy ID.14: Open Space, Play, Recreation and Community Growing 
Spaces  
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ID.14 + + + + 0 + + 0 0 ++ ++ 0 0 
 Policy ID.14 seeks to protect, enhance and deliver a high-quality, accessible and 

multifunctional network of public open spaces across South Warwickshire. The policy 
safeguards existing open spaces from loss or deterioration and requires new development 
to provide public open space, play provision and community growing spaces in line with 
defined standards and local need. 

 The protection and provision of accessible greenspace, natural and semi-natural 
greenspace, allotments, community growing spaces and play provision is expected to 
deliver benefits for health and wellbeing, recreation, social cohesion and opportunities for 
active travel. The policy also supports the delivery of multifunctional open spaces 
integrated within development and accessible to existing and future communities. 
Therefore, major positive impacts are identified for health and accessibility (SA Objectives 
10 and 11). 

 The protection and provision of public open space is also expected to support biodiversity, 
landscape character and wider ecosystem services. The provision of permeable green 
spaces and vegetation may contribute to climate resilience, urban cooling, surface water 
management, improved air quality and the sustainable use of natural resources. In 
particular, the provision of allotments and community growing spaces will support local 
food production and the productive use of soils, helping to retain land for cultivation and 
reduce pressure on wider agricultural land resources. Therefore, minor positive effects are 
identified for climate change, flood risk, biodiversity, landscape, pollution and natural 
resources (SA Objectives 1, 2, 3, 4, 6 and 7). 

 Major developments are required to submit an Open Space and Play Assessment to 
demonstrate how the proposal responds to existing deficiencies in provision and meets 
identified needs. This is likely to help ensure that open space is provided in a coordinated 
manner and remains accessible and protected for public use in perpetuity. 
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 Policy ID.15: Accessibility, Quality and Value of Open Space, Play, 
Recreation and Community Growing Spaces 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

Policy  
Cl

im
at

e 
Ch

an
ge

 

Fl
oo

d 
Ri

sk
 

Bi
od

ive
rs

ity
 &

 
G

eo
di

ve
rs

ity
 

La
nd

sc
ap

e  

Cu
ltu

ra
l H

er
ita

ge
 

Po
llu

tio
n  

Na
tu

ra
l R

es
ou

rc
es

 

W
as

te
 

Ho
us

in
g 

He
al

th
 

Ac
ce

ss
ib

ilit
y 

Ed
uc

at
io

n  

Ec
on

om
y 

ID.15 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 ++ ++ 0 0 
 Policy ID.15 sets out accessibility requirements for open space, play, recreation and 

community growing spaces. The policy requires major development to ensure that all 
residential properties and workspaces have access to neighbourhood accessible 
greenspace, where the scale of development is sufficient to provide this typology, and to 
local or doorstep accessible greenspace. 

 The policy sets out defined accessibility standards for different types of green space and 
plays provision, including catchment distances for district, wider neighbourhood, 
neighbourhood, local and doorstep greenspaces, as well as facility provisions for children, 
teenagers and youths. Community growing spaces, including allotments, should be 
located within 1km of new development where possible, helping to improve access to 
opportunities for local food growing. Green spaces serving catchments of 1km or more are 
also expected to provide cycle parking and disabled car parking. These measures are 
likely to significantly improve equitable access to open space and recreational 
opportunities for residents and workers of all ages and abilities, supporting physical 
activity, mental wellbeing and social inclusion. Therefore, there is potential for major 
positive impacts on health and accessibility (SA Objectives 10 and 11). 

 Through improving access and quality of open spaces, play, recreation and community 
growing spaces, the policy may also provide secondary benefits for local biodiversity 
through the protection and small-scale creation of habitats, including within allotments. 
Therefore, minor positive impacts are identified for biodiversity (SA Objective 3). 

 Policy ID.16: Adoption, Ownership and Long-Term Stewardship and 
Delivery of Public Open Space 
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 Policy ID.16 establishes requirements for the long-term management, maintenance and 
adoption of public open space delivered through development. The policy seeks to secure 
permanently accessible public open space through defined management arrangements, 
maintenance standards and ongoing monitoring requirements. 

 The policy is likely to help maintain the long-term quality, accessibility and usability of 
public open spaces through secured maintenance and public access requirements. This 
is anticipated to support continued access to recreational opportunities and amenities over 
time, resulting in associated benefits health and wellbeing. Therefore, there is potential for 
minor positive impacts on health and accessibility (SA Objectives 10 and 11). 

 Effects on biodiversity, landscape, climate change, flood risk, natural resources and 
cultural heritage (SA Objectives 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7) are considered negligible as these 
outcomes are dependent on the design and delivery of open space secured through other 
policies rather than the long-term management arrangements set out in this policy. 

 Policy ID.17: Sport, Recreation and Leisure Facilities 
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ID.17 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + + 0 0 
 Under Policy ID.17, new developments should seek to support an increase in or 

enhancement to indoor and outdoor sports, recreation and leisure facilities to meet the 
needs of its new residents, informed by the Playing Pitch Strategy and Built Facilities 
Strategy and assessed on a case-by-case basis having regard to existing provision, 
capacity and accessibility. Major development will be expected to contribute towards sport 
and leisure provision, including on-site provision where appropriate or financial 
contributions where on-site provision cannot be delivered, calculated using Sport 
England’s Playing Pitch and Sport Facility Calculators.  

 A minor positive impact is identified for health (SA Objective 10) where the provision of 
facilities can encourage active lifestyles among residents. Having immediate access to 
facilities will be anticipated to result in behavioural changes where residents will be more 
inclined to use facilities which are easily accessible to them. 
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 Under the Playing Pitch Strategy and Built Facilities Strategy, this will also be expected to 
provide access to a range of sporting facilities which would be expected to cater to a wide 
range of residents of different ages and abilities. Sport and leisure facilities are expected 
to be accessible to all, with new facilities expected to be accessible by public transport and 
active travel links to other settlements. The policy resists the loss of existing sport and 
leisure facilities unless suitable replacement provision is secured, facilities are 
demonstrably surplus, or the benefits of development clearly outweigh the loss. Where 
replacement is provided, it must be equivalent in terms of size, quality, accessibility and 
usefulness. Improvements to the accessibility of existing facilities are also supported, 
leading to a minor positive impact on accessibility (SA Objective 11). 

 The policy requires new facilities to incorporate climate adaptation and mitigation 
measures and GBI. Therefore, there is potential for minor positive impacts on climate 
change (SA Objective 1). 

 Policy ID.18: Community Facilities 
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ID.18 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + + 0 0 
 Policy ID.18 supports the provision, improvement and protection of community facilities 

and services that promote healthy, inclusive and safe communities. The policy resists the 
loss of existing community facilities unless it can be demonstrated through a robust viability 
assessment that there is no realistic prospect of continued use, that the site has been 
actively marketed for at least 12 months at a realistic market value, and that suitable 
alternative or replacement provision is available to meet local needs. The policy also 
requires new community facilities to be integrated within residential developments and 
located where they are accessible by sustainable modes of transport. By protecting 
existing community facilities, supporting new provision and requiring facilities to be located 
where they are accessible by sustainable modes of transport, the policy is likely to improve 
access to local services and community infrastructure. Therefore, a minor positive impact 
is identified for accessibility (SA Objective 11). 

 The provision, retention and replacement of accessible community facilities may help 
support community cohesion, social interaction and access to local services, in turn likely 
improving the wellbeing of the community. Major residential development will also be 
expected to make proportionate contributions towards community facilities through on-site 
provision or financial contributions where appropriate. Therefore, there is potential for a 
minor positive impact on health and wellbeing (SA Objective 10). 
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 Policy ID.19: Promoting Arts and Culture 
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ID.19 0 0 0 + + 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 + 
 Policy ID.19 supports the provision, enhancement, expansion and protection of South 

Warwickshire’s arts and cultural facilities and creative industries in line with the spatial 
strategy. The policy requires development to be appropriate to the character and 
appearance of the surrounding area, avoid harm to residential amenity, public safety and 
the operation of surrounding uses, avoid adverse impacts on the highway and pedestrian 
network, and positively consider accessibility by all transport modes. Temporary cultural 
uses are supported where they contribute to local vitality and diversity. Existing facilities 
are safeguarded through the agent of change principle, with loss only supported where 
justified through viability, replacement provision or wider community benefit. A minor 
positive impact is identified for the economy (SA Objective 13). 

 The provision and retention of arts and cultural facilities, including temporary cultural uses, 
may support community cohesion, social interaction and access to cultural activities, in 
turn benefitting wellbeing. The policy may also contribute to the character and appreciation 
of South Warwickshire’s historic settlements and townscapes, although effects are likely 
to be indirect and context dependent. Therefore, minor positive impacts are identified for 
health, landscape and cultural heritage (SA Objectives 10, 4 and 5). 

 Policy ID.20: Protecting Large Scale Existing Renewable Energy 
Infrastructure 
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 Policy ID.20 safeguards existing large-scale renewable energy infrastructure, including 
solar farms, wind turbines, battery storage systems, heat networks, bioenergy and 
anaerobic digestion facilities, hydrogen production, hydro-energy technologies and 
associated grid and distribution infrastructure, from development that would compromise 
their continued operation, efficiency, safety or future adaptability. The policy resists the 
loss of renewable energy infrastructure unless it is no longer operationally required, 
replacement capacity is secured, or overriding public benefits are demonstrated, with 
appropriate mitigation or compensation where feasible. It also ensures that development 
within or adjacent to safeguarded sites does not adversely affect operational performance, 
including access for maintenance, shading, wind flow impacts, or grid and safety corridor 
integrity. In addition, the policy supports repowering, co-location and optimisation of 
renewable energy infrastructure where this increases energy output, system efficiency or 
land-use productivity, alongside appropriate environmental safeguards, and requires 
decommissioning and restoration where infrastructure is no longer viable. 

 By maintaining, protecting and enabling the optimisation of renewable energy 
infrastructure, the policy is likely to support continued low-carbon energy generation, 
energy storage and network resilience. As such, a minor positive impact is identified for 
climate change (SA Objective 1). There is also potential for an indirect minor positive 
impact on pollution (SA Objective 6), where sustained and enhanced renewable energy 
provision may contribute to reduced reliance on fossil fuel-based energy sources and 
associated emissions. 

 Policy ID.21: New Large Scale Renewable Energy Generation and 
Storage 
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ID.21 ++ 0 0 0 0 + + 0 0 0 0 0 0 
 Policy ID.21 supports the delivery of new large-scale renewable and low-carbon energy 

generation and storage infrastructure, including solar farms, wind energy, battery storage, 
bioenergy, hydrogen production, heat networks and associated grid infrastructure. The 
policy supports proposals that contribute towards the transition to net zero, improve energy 
resilience and make efficient use of land whilst requiring environmental impacts to be 
avoided or appropriately mitigated. Through facilitating the deployment of renewable and 
low-carbon energy infrastructure across South Warwickshire, the policy is expected to 
make a significant contribution towards reducing GHG emissions. Therefore, a major 
positive effect is identified for climate change (SA Objective 1). 
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 The policy promotes a whole-system approach to energy infrastructure, including 
integration with energy storage, heat networks and wider grid infrastructure. By supporting 
the transition away from fossil fuel-based energy generation and increasing the proportion 
of energy derived from renewable sources, the policy may contribute to reductions in 
emissions associated with energy production. Therefore, a minor positive effect is 
identified for pollution (SA Objective 6). 

 The policy includes a land use hierarchy favouring previously developed land and lower-
grade agricultural land and requires soil management plans, restoration measures and 
circular economy principles. These provisions are likely to support the efficient use and 
protection of natural resources. Therefore, a minor positive effect is identified for natural 
resources (SA Objective 7). 

 The policy requires proposals to take account of BNG, ecological networks, GBI, 
landscape character and the historic environment. These requirements may help to avoid 
or minimise adverse effects; therefore, negligible effects are identified for biodiversity and 
geodiversity, landscape and cultural heritage (SA Objectives 3, 4 and 5). The 
environmental effects of individual renewable energy developments will depend on their 
location, scale and design and will be considered through project-level assessment. 

 Policy ID.22: Large-scale Renewable Energy Generation and Storage 
Requirements 
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ID.22 ++ 0 0 0 0 + + 0 0 0 0 0 0 
 Policy ID.22 supports new large-scale renewable energy generation and storage across a 

range of technologies including solar, wind, battery storage, heat networks, hydrogen, 
bioenergy, hydro energy and Bioenergy with Carbon Capture and Storage (BECCS). The 
policy directs development to appropriate locations through a sequential approach 
prioritising brownfield and lower-grade agricultural land, with BMV land only used where 
justified. It also includes detailed criteria on design, mitigation, cumulative effects, land use 
efficiency, grid connection, heat network integration, and environmental safeguards. By 
enabling significant additional renewable energy capacity and supporting decarbonisation 
across multiple technologies, the policy is expected to result in a major positive impact on 
climate change (SA Objective 1). 
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 The policy includes requirements to avoid or mitigate adverse effects on environmental 
receptors, including landscape, biodiversity, geodiversity, cultural heritage, water 
environments and residential amenity. This includes measures such as glint and glare 
assessment, cumulative impact assessment, ecological enhancement, noise and odour 
control, hydrogen safety design, and protection of sensitive habitats and landscape 
features. While effects will vary depending on technology type and location, the policy is 
likely to reduce air pollution associated with conventional energy generation and promote 
cleaner energy systems. Therefore, a minor positive impact is identified for pollution (SA 
Objective 6). 

 The policy promotes efficient land use, dual-use opportunities (particularly for solar and 
agriculture), soil protection, restoration requirements, and consideration of circular 
economy principles including decommissioning and land reinstatement. These measures 
are likely to support more efficient use of land and resources over the long term. Therefore, 
a minor positive impact is identified for natural resources (SA Objective 7).  

 The policy requires avoidance of high environmental sensitivity areas where possible and 
sets out mitigation measures for biodiversity, landscape integration, heritage setting 
protection, flood risk management and ecological connectivity. However, due to the scale 
and diversity of technologies covered, potential effects will be highly site-specific and 
dependent on design, siting and cumulative impacts. Some schemes may provide longer-
term environmental benefits through measures such as habitat creation, ecological 
enhancement, landscape restoration and site reinstatement following decommissioning. 
On balance, a negligible impact is identified for landscape, biodiversity and geodiversity, 
cultural heritage and flood risk (SA Objectives 2, 3, 4 and 5), with uncertainty remaining at 
this stage of assessment. 
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I.4 Growing the South Warwickshire 
Economy 

 Policy EC.1: Low Carbon Economy 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

Policy  

Cl
im

at
e 

Ch
an

ge
 

Fl
oo

d 
Ri

sk
 

Bi
od

ive
rs

ity
 &

 
G

eo
di

ve
rs

ity
 

La
nd

sc
ap

e 

Cu
ltu

ra
l H

er
ita

ge
 

Po
llu

tio
n  

Na
tu

ra
l R

es
ou

rc
es

 

W
as

te
 

Ho
us

in
g 

He
al

th
 

Ac
ce

ss
ib

ilit
y 

Ed
uc

at
io

n 

Ec
on

om
y 

EC.1 ++ 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 
 Policy EC.1 sets out how employment developments within the Plan area should reduce 

their carbon footprint and support a low carbon economy. The promotion of low carbon 
technologies and improved energy efficiency will help to decrease the reliance on energy 
generated from unsustainable sources, such as fossil fuels. This will help to reduce the 
volume of GHGs emitted into the atmosphere and reduce the SWLP area’s contribution 
towards the causes of climate change. The policy will be likely to have a major positive 
impact on climate change through the delivery of low carbon technologies and climate 
adaptation and mitigation techniques (SA Objective 1).  

 The policy is also likely to generate secondary benefits through reduced emissions 
associated with energy use and the uptake of renewable and low-carbon technologies, 
resulting in a minor positive impact on pollution (SA Objective 6). In addition, support for 
innovation in the low-carbon and renewable energy sector may contribute to economic 
growth and investment within emerging green industries. Therefore, a minor positive 
impact is also identified for the economy (SA Objective 13). 

 Policy EC.2: Existing Employment Sites 
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EC.2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ++ 
 Policy EC.2 seeks to safeguard existing employment sites to support economic growth by 

resisting their loss unless it can be clearly demonstrated that continued employment use 
is no longer viable or needed, and that any alternative use would not undermine 
employment land supply or wider economic objectives.  
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 The policy aims to avoid the loss of employment land or buildings, with new development 
only being permitted if employment use is unviable and do not undermine economic 
objectives, leading to a major positive impact on the economy (Objective 13).  

 By safeguarding existing employment sites, the policy supports the continued use and 
redevelopment of existing employment sites, which may help to reduce pressure for 
development on undeveloped land. However, the policy does not directly influence the 
overall amount of employment development coming forward, some of which may be on 
greenfield land. On balance, a negligible effect is identified for natural resources (SA 
Objective 7). 

 As the policy focuses primarily on retaining existing employment sites, adverse impacts on 
landscape character or cultural heritage assets are unlikely. Therefore, a negligible effect 
is identified for landscape and cultural heritage (SA Objectives 4 and 5). 

 The continued operation of employment sites may give rise to traffic movements, energy 
use and emissions associated with employment activities. However, as the policy primarily 
relates to safeguarding existing employment land rather than allocating new development, 
effects are likely to be limited. Therefore, negligible effects are identified for climate 
change, pollution, waste and accessibility (SA Objectives 1, 6, 8 and 11). 

 Policy EC.3: Tourism and Leisure Development 
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EC.3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ++ 
 Policy EC.3 seeks to widen the economic benefits of tourism through supporting the growth 

and improvement of new and existing attractions. 

 By widening the economic benefits of tourism across the SWLP area, a major positive 
impact is identified for the economy (SA Objective 13), as the policy is expected to support 
job opportunities, visitor spending and local services associated with tourism and leisure 
industry.  

 The policy encourages the re-use of existing or replacement buildings for tourism and 
visitor facilities where suitable for the proposed use, which may support the efficient use 
of land and buildings. However, the policy also supports tourism and leisure development 
outside settlements in certain circumstances and therefore there remains potential for 
development to take place on undeveloped land depending on the nature, size and scale 
of proposals. Overall, a negligible effect is identified for natural resources (SA Objective 
7). 
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 The policy also requires new and existing tourism and leisure development to be sensitive 
to the character of the area, which may help to avoid adverse effects on the local landscape 
character, leading to a negligible impact on SA Objective 4. Given the strong cultural 
heritage of South Warwickshire which is likely a contributing factor to the tourism industry, 
it is recommended that the policy also includes reference to avoiding adverse impacts on 
cultural heritage assets and their settings, with appropriate mitigation where necessary. 

 Policy EC.4: Affordable Employment Space 
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EC.4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 ++ 
 Policy EC.4 seeks to secure affordable workspace as part of larger employment and 

mixed-use developments to support local businesses and improve access to employment 
space across South Warwickshire. The policy requires a proportion of employment 
floorspace to be provided at below market rates and secured through planning obligations, 
unless robust viability evidence demonstrates otherwise. 

 The policy is expected to support local businesses, business start-ups and small and 
medium sized enterprises through the provision of affordable and accessible employment 
space. The policy also supports the delivery and long-term management of affordable 
workspace aligned with identified business needs and the councils’ economic strategy. 
Therefore, a major positive impact is identified for economy (SA Objective 13). 

 A minor positive impact is identified for accessibility (SA Objective 11), as the policy seeks 
to improve access to employment space for local businesses, start-ups and small and 
medium-sized enterprises through the provision of affordable workspace within larger 
employment and mixed-use developments. 

 Policy EC.5: Promoting our Town Centres 
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 Policy EC.5 seeks to promote the vitality and viability of town centres by supporting 
appropriate development and change of use within defined town centre boundaries, 
including retail, employment, leisure and residential uses where compatible with the role 
and function of the centre. The policy also safeguards employment uses within town centre 
employment areas unless demonstrated to be unviable. 

 The policy supports a mix of town centre uses, including retail, office, leisure and creative 
industries, and seeks to maintain active ground floor uses within primary shopping areas. 
It also supports the re-use and intensification of upper floors and existing buildings for 
residential and employment purposes. This is expected to support economic growth, job 
opportunities, business investment and town centre regeneration. Therefore, a major 
positive impact is identified for the economy (SA Objective 13). 

 The concentration of development within town centres and the promotion of mixed-use 
development is likely to support improved access to services, employment and facilities by 
reducing travel distances and supporting sustainable transport modes. Therefore, a minor 
positive impact is identified for accessibility (SA Objective 11). 

 The policy requires town centre development to be of an appropriate scale and to reflect 
the character and form of the centre, including through consideration of GBI-led design 
solutions and public realm enhancements. This is likely to support the quality, 
distinctiveness and attractiveness of South Warwickshire's town centres and help 
conserve their historic character. Therefore, there is potential for minor positive impacts 
on landscape and cultural heritage (SA Objectives 4 and 5). 

 Policy EC.6: Town Centre Residential Uses 
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 Policy EC.6 seeks to manage changes of use from residential to non-residential uses 

within predominantly residential areas in town centres, ensuring that any proposed non-
residential use maintains the residential character of the area. The policy therefore helps 
to safeguard existing residential uses within town centres. 

 By resisting the loss of residential uses within predominantly residential areas of town 
centres, the policy is likely to help maintain the availability of housing in these locations. 
Therefore, there is potential for a minor positive impact on housing (SA Objective 9). 
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 Policy EC.7: Employment and Road Freight 
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 Policy EC.7 seeks to improve sustainable transport access to employment development 

by enabling access for pedestrians and cyclists whilst supporting measures to reduce the 
carbon impact of freight and employment-related vehicle movements. The policy also 
supports the use of electric vehicles and associated infrastructure for freight transport. 

 The policy is expected to support more sustainable travel patterns and reduce emissions 
associated with employment-related transport and freight movements. Therefore, there is 
potential for minor positive impacts on climate change and pollution (SA Objective 1 and 
6). 

 By requiring sustainable transport access, travel plans and transport assessments for 
developments generating significant movement, the policy may improve access to 
employment sites for a range of users, including pedestrians and cyclists, with associated 
benefits for accessibility, active travel and exercise, and economic opportunities. 
Therefore, there is potential for minor positive impacts on accessibility, health and 
economy (SA Objective 11, 10 and 13). 
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I.5 Building Homes that Meet the Needs 
of our Communities 

 Policy HO.1: Housing Size Mix 
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HO.1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ++ 0 0 0 0 
 Policy HO.1 ensures new residential development will be of the right size to meet the needs 

of the future residents, including market housing and affordable housing. The policy will 
help to ensure rented affordable housing is suitable for a range of groups including those 
living alone and families in accordance with bedroom entitlement rules.  

 Through providing an appropriate mixture of size of homes for both rental and ownership, 
in line with evidenced needs, major positive impacts on housing provision are expected 
(SA Objective 9).  

 Policy HO.2: Space Standards and Accessibility 
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 Policy HO.2 will ensure that new residential development will meet amenity standards that 

meet Nationally Described Space Standards (NDSS) and are designed to be accessible 
to accommodate those with specific needs. The policy will be likely to have a major positive 
impact on housing including specialist accommodation provision and ensuring affordable 
housing is suitable (SA Objective 9). 

 The policy is also expected to result in a minor positive impact on the health and wellbeing 
of residents (SA Objective 10), where the policy will be likely to help support a more 
inclusive, accessible and adaptable housing stock.  
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 Policy HO.3: Affordable Housing Requirements 
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 Policy HO.3 requires qualifying residential developments to contribute towards the 

provision of affordable housing, either on-site or through equivalent off-site provision or 
financial contributions. The policy also ensures that affordable homes remain available to 
future eligible households in perpetuity. 

 By securing a substantial proportion of affordable housing as part of new residential 
development, the policy will make a significant contribution towards meeting identified 
housing needs across South Warwickshire. Therefore, a major positive impact is identified 
for housing (SA Objective 9). 

 By improving access to housing that is affordable to households whose needs are not met 
by the market, the policy may help to support health and wellbeing and reduce housing-
related inequalities. Therefore, a minor positive impact is identified for health (SA Objective 
10). Indirect benefits of accessing affordable housing may also improve access to 
employment opportunities and support economic inclusion.  

 Policy HO.4: Affordable Housing Tenure and Type 
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 Policy HO.4 sets out the requirements for different types and tenures of housing for rent 

and home ownership, designed to accommodate the identified housing needs. The policy 
seeks to secure a balanced mix of affordable housing tenures, including social rent and 
shared ownership, and promotes a range of dwelling types suitable for different household 
needs, including those with mobility requirements. Affordable housing is also required to 
be fully integrated within developments and indistinguishable from market housing. 

 By improving access to a range of affordable housing tenures and types, the policy will 
help ensure housing better meets the needs of different household groups, including older 
people and those with specific accessibility requirements, thereby reducing housing 
inequality and supporting inclusive communities. Overall, a major positive is identified for 
housing (Objective 9) and a minor positive is identified for health (Objective 10). 
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 Policy HO.5: Rural Exception Sites 
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 Policy HO.5 supports the delivery of affordable housing on rural exception sites in locations 

that would not normally be released for housing. These include proposals that are 
supported by the local community, meet an identified local housing need, are small in scale 
and are secured in perpetuity through a planning obligation. 

 By enabling affordable housing to meet identified local needs in rural communities, the 
policy is expected to make a significant contribution towards meeting housing needs that 
may not otherwise be met by the market. Therefore, a major positive impact is identified 
for housing (SA Objective 9). 

 By improving access to affordable housing within rural communities, the policy may 
support health and wellbeing by reducing the need for people to move away from their 
local area. Therefore, minor positive impacts are identified for health (SA Objective 10). 

 Policy HO.6: Specialised Housing 
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 Policy HO.6 establishes the need to provide and incorporate specialised housing into 

development plans to meet the identified needs for communities, including older people. 
Specialised housing includes age-restricted general market housing, retirement living or 
sheltered housing (housing with support), extra care housing (housing with care) and 
residential care homes and nursing homes (care bedspaces). The policy seeks to ensure 
that development integrates well with the host settlement whilst providing easy access to 
services and facilities, including healthcare and public transport services. 

 Affordable housing provision is not available for residential care homes and nursing homes 
but is available for the remaining three housing types. As a result, the policy is considered 
to have a major positive impact on housing (Objective 9), as it supports the delivery of 
affordable housing across a range of specialist accommodation types. 
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 Communal areas and accommodation units will be designed to meet residents’ specialised 
care and support needs, promoting health, wellbeing and independent living where 
appropriate. This results in a major positive impact for health (SA Objective 10). A minor 
positive impact is also identified for accessibility (SA Objective 11), as specialist 
development is intended to have good access to public transport. 

 Policy HO.7: Build to Rent 
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 Policy HO.7 supports Build to Rent housing where proposals provide high quality housing, 

are subject to unified ownership and management and include long-term tenancy 
arrangements. The policy also requires affordable homes to be provided as Affordable 
Private Rent units. 

 By supporting an additional form of housing tenure with unified ownership and 
management, and requiring the provision of affordable private rented homes, the policy is 
expected to contribute to mixed and balanced communities and help to meet a wider range 
of housing needs. Therefore, a major positive impact is identified for housing (SA Objective 
9). 

 The policy requires the provision of high-quality housing, which is expected to enhance 
living conditions and support residents’ health and wellbeing. As a result, a minor positive 
effect is identified for health (SA Objective 10). 

 Policy HO.8: Protecting Existing Accommodation for the Travelling 
Community 
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 Policy HO.8 seeks to safeguard existing Gypsy and Traveller pitches, Travelling 

Showpeople plots and Residential Moorings unless a satisfactory equivalent replacement 
is available for occupation prior to the existing provisions being vacated or the site is no 
longer needed or suitable for use. Overall, a major positive impact is anticipated on housing 
(SA Objective 9). 
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 The policy supports the protection of accommodation and cultural traditions and way of 
living of the travelling communities, supporting the wellbeing of the community. Therefore, 
a minor positive has been identified for health (SA Objective 10). 

 By safeguarding existing accommodation of travelling communities, the policy supports 
the continued use and redevelopment of existing sites, which could reduce pressure for 
development on undeveloped land. Therefore, a minor positive impact is identified for 
natural resources (SA Objective 7). As the policy focuses primarily on retaining existing 
accommodation sites, adverse impacts on landscape character or cultural heritage assets 
are unlikely. Therefore, a negligible effect is identified for landscape and cultural heritage 
(SA Objectives 4 and 5). 

 Policy HO.9: Assessing Planning Applications for new Gypsy and 
Traveller and Travelling Showpeople Accommodation 
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HO.9 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 + ++ + + + 0 
 Policy HO.9 is expected to ensure the sufficient provision of high-quality pitches and plots 

for the Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling Showpeople community, for permanent, temporary 
and transit use. The proposed sites are subject to criteria relating to landscape, heritage, 
biodiversity or ecology, highway access, utilities and residential amenity. 

 By supporting the delivery of pitches and plots to meet the accommodation needs of Gypsy 
and Traveller communities and Travelling Showpeople, the policy is expected to make a 
significant contribution towards meeting identified housing needs. Therefore, a major 
positive impact is identified for housing (SA Objective 9). 

 The policy also ensures that sites for this use are in socially and environmentally 
sustainable locations, that provide access to schools, healthcare services, reduce the need 
for long distance travel and provide appropriate infrastructure such as water supply, 
drainage (including SuDS) and waste management. Therefore, minor positive impacts are 
identified for flood risk, waste, health, accessibility and education (SA Objective 2, 8, 10, 
11 and 12). 
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 Policy HO.10: Gypsy and Traveller and Travelling Showpeople Site 
Design 
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HO.10 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + ++ + + 0 + 
 Policy HO.10 sets out detailed design and layout requirements for Gypsy and Traveller 

sites and Travelling Showpeople yards, including requirements for essential services, 
drainage, landscaping, amenity space and live/work areas. 

 By setting out minimum pitch sizes and requirements for amenity buildings and essential 
services, the policy will help to ensure that sites provide suitable accommodation to meet 
the needs of Gypsy and Traveller communities and Travelling Showpeople. Therefore, a 
major positive impact is identified for housing (SA Objective 9). 

 The policy requires sites to provide essential infrastructure, landscaping, play areas and 
layouts that promote health and wellbeing, support cultural traditions and integrate with 
surrounding areas. Provision for walking and cycling is also required. As a result, minor 
positive effects are identified for landscape, waste, health and accessibility (SA Objectives 
4, 8, 10 and 11). 

 The policy also supports live/work plots and storage areas for Travelling Showpeople, 
recognising the operational needs of this community. Therefore, a minor positive impact is 
identified for the economy (SA Objective 13). 

 Policy HO.11: Accommodation for Boat Dwellers 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

Policy  

Cl
im

at
e 

Ch
an

ge
 

Fl
oo

d 
Ri

sk
 

Bi
od

ive
rs

ity
 &

 
G

eo
di

ve
rs

ity
 

La
nd

sc
ap

e 

Cu
ltu

ra
l H

er
ita

ge
 

Po
llu

tio
n 

Na
tu

ra
l R

es
ou

rc
es

 

W
as

te
 

Ho
us

in
g 

He
al

th
 

Ac
ce

ss
ib

ilit
y 

Ed
uc

at
io

n 

Ec
on

om
y 

HO.11 0 0 + + + 0 0 + ++ + + 0 0 
 Policy HO.11 seeks to ensure that proposals for permanent moorings on waterways in 

Built-up Areas and the Open Countryside do not adversely affect the operational 
requirements of the waterway, its historic and visual character, biodiversity value or public 
access. The policy also requires that the historic or visual character of the waterway is 
maintained or enhanced, and that biodiversity value and the wider waterway environment 
are similarly maintained or enhanced through appropriate design and integration. Overall, 
minor positive impacts are identified for biodiversity, landscape and cultural heritage (SA 
Objectives 3, 4 and 5). 
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 By supporting the provision of permanent moorings, the policy will help meet the 
accommodation needs of boat dwellers and support their chosen way of life. As such, a 
major positive impact is identified for housing (SA Objective 9), and a secondary minor 
positive impact is identified for health (SA Objective 10). 

 The policy also requires permanent moorings to have good access to community facilities 
by walking, cycling and public transport, together with suitable vehicular access and the 
provision of essential utilities and servicing, including water supply, electricity and waste 
and sewage disposal facilities. Overall, minor positive impacts are identified for waste and 
accessibility (SA Objective 8 and 11). 

 Policy HO.12: Self-Build and Custom-Build Housing 
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HO.12 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 ++ + 0 0 + 
 Policy HO.12 requires serviced self-build and custom-builds plots on larger housing sites 

and supports small-scale schemes where need is demonstrated. By helping to meet 
identified housing needs and increasing housing choice, the policy is likely to have a major 
positive impact on housing (SA Objective 9). 

 Self-build and custom-build housing allow greater flexibility to meet individual needs, which 
may improve sense of place and wellbeing. Therefore, a minor positive impact is identified 
for health and wellbeing (SA Objective 10). 

 Requirements for design codes, plot passports, appropriate siting and integration with 
settlement form are likely to help ensure that development responds positively to local 
character and reinforces the form and identity of existing settlements. Therefore, a minor 
positive impact is identified for landscape (SA Objective 4). 

 The use of local construction businesses and materials may provide some economic 
benefits. Therefore, a minor positive impact is identified for the economy (SA Objective 
13). 
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 Policy HO.13: Homes in Multiple Occupancy and Student 
Accommodation 
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HO.13 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + ++ + + + 0 
 Policy HO.13 supports Houses in Multiple Occupation (HMOs) and student 

accommodation where they provide a safe and satisfactory living environment for 
occupiers. This is expected to result in a major positive impact on housing (SA Objective 
9). 

 Criteria limiting over-concentration and preventing continuous HMO frontages are likely to 
help maintain balanced communities and protect residential amenity, reducing potential 
adverse effects on community cohesion. In turn, a minor positive is identified for health 
(SA Objective 10). 

 Requirements for accessible locations and adequate refuse storage are likely to support 
sustainable access and effective waste management. Therefore, minor positive impacts 
are identified for accessibility and waste (SA Objectives 11 and 8). 

 Provision of student accommodation is expected to support access to housing for students 
and may indirectly support educational participation. Therefore, a minor positive impact is 
identified for education (SA Objective 12). 

 Support for conversions of existing buildings is likely to reduce pressure on greenfield land 
and new construction, resulting in a minor positive impact on natural resources (SA 
Objective 7). 

 Effects on climate change, biodiversity and geodiversity, flood risk, landscape and cultural 
heritage will depend on the location, scale and design of individual proposals, but are likely 
to be limited as proposals will be directed to appropriate locations and subject to criteria 
controlling design, amenity and environmental impacts. Therefore, negligible effects are 
identified for these topics (SA Objectives 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6). 
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I.6 Achieving a Net Zero and Climate 
Resilient South Warwickshire 

 Policy NZ.1: Operational Net Zero in New Residential Buildings 
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NZ.1 ++ 0 0 0 0 + + 0 0 + 0 0 0 
 Policy NZ.1 establishes requirements for all new-build residential development to make 

the fullest possible contribution towards mitigating climate change by achieving net zero, 
or where possible net negative, operational energy use. 

 The policy requires high levels of energy efficiency, on-site renewable energy generation 
and the avoidance of fossil fuel use, with offsets only where net zero cannot reasonably 
be achieved on site. This is expected to significantly reduce operational carbon emissions 
from new homes, resulting in a major positive impact on climate change (SA Objective 1). 

 The policy is also expected to reduce emissions associated with residential energy use, 
which may help to improve local air quality. As such, a minor positive impact is identified 
for pollution (SA Objective 6), with potential secondary benefits for health through reduced 
exposure to air pollution (SA Objective 10). 

 By requiring highly energy-efficient homes and encouraging energy storage and sharing 
systems, the policy is expected to support the efficient use of energy resources and likely 
reduce harm to natural resources and the local community. In addition, reduced energy 
demand may help to lower household energy costs and support comfortable living 
conditions, benefitting health and wellbeing. Overall, minor positive impacts are identified 
for natural resources and health (SA Objective 7 and 10).  

 Policy NZ.2: Operational Net Zero in New Non-residential Buildings 
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 Policy NZ.2 sets out the requirements for new non-residential development of 100m2 or 
more to achieve net zero carbon, including measures to reduce operational and 
construction related carbon emissions.  

 The policy establishes energy performance targets, requires on-site renewable electricity 
generation where feasible, restricts the use of fossil fuels and only permits off-site offsetting 
where an on-site net zero energy balance is demonstrated to be unfeasible. Through 
reducing operational carbon emissions and improving the energy efficiency of new non-
residential buildings, the policy is expected to have a major positive impact on climate 
change (SA Objective 1). 

 The policy also requires development proposals to demonstrate compliance using 
recognised energy prediction methods and encourages the use of energy storage and 
sharing systems to maximise the use of on-site renewable energy. Reduced reliance on 
fossil fuels and improved building energy efficiency is likely to reduce emissions associated 
with building operation, with a minor positive impact identified for pollution (SA Objective 
6). Indirect benefits may arise through improved local air quality, which may help reduce 
health risks, resulting in a minor positive impact for health (SA Objective 10). In addition, 
improved energy efficiency is likely to support more efficient use of energy resources, 
resulting in a minor positive impact for natural resources (SA Objective 7). 

 Policy NZ.3: Embodied Carbon  
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NZ.3 ++ 0 0 0 0 + + 0 0 0 0 0 0 
 Policy NZ.3 seeks to reduce embodied carbon emissions associated with development 

and supports the SWLP’s climate change objectives. The policy supports the re-use of 
existing buildings on site where feasible to avoid demolition and encourages major 
developments to identify measures taken to reduce embodied carbon through design and 
material choices. 

 Major development must demonstrate embodied carbon reduction, with large-scale new 
development required to undertake Whole Life Carbon assessment to evidence 
compliance. This is expected to significantly reduce carbon emissions associated with new 
development and improve air quality, resulting in a major positive impact on climate change 
and minor positive impact on pollution (SA Objectives 1 and 6). 

 The expectation to avoid unjustified demolition, alongside requirements to consider design 
and material choices to reduce embodied carbon, is likely to support more efficient use of 
resources and reduce environmental harm. Therefore, minor positive impact is identified 
for natural resources (SA Objective 7). 
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 Policy NZ.4: Energy Performance Improvements in Existing Buildings 
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NZ.4 ++ 0 0 0 0 + + + 0 + 0 0 0 
 Policy NZ.4 supports the retrofitting and improvement of existing buildings to reduce 

energy consumption and improve energy efficiency. It requires proposals involving 
conversions, extensions and changes of use to consider opportunities to reduce 
operational carbon emissions. 

 The policy supports energy and carbon performance improvements, including retrofit 
standards and low or zero-carbon heating systems. By reducing operational emissions 
from the existing building stock, the policy is expected to have a major positive impact on 
climate change (SA Objective 1). 

 Reduced reliance on fossil fuel heating and improved building efficiency is likely to reduce 
emissions, while the retention and upgrading of existing buildings may also reduce the 
need for demolition, replacement construction and associated material consumption. 
Overall, minor positive impacts are identified for pollution, waste and natural resources (SA 
Objectives 6, 8 and 7). 

 Improvements to building efficiency are also likely to reduce energy costs and improve 
internal environmental conditions for occupiers. Therefore, minor positive impacts are 
identified for housing and health (SA Objectives 9 and 10). 

 Policy NZ.5: Climate Resilient Design 
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NZ.5 ++ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 
 Policy NZ.5 sets out measures to ensure that resilient design is integrated into major new 

development by requiring applicants to demonstrate that overheating risk has been 
addressed through the cooling hierarchy. This prioritises energy efficient design, building 
orientation, shading, reflective materials, insulation and ventilation before active cooling 
measures are considered. Resilient design and following the cooling hierarchy will help to 
optimise building performance under current and future climate conditions and reduce the 
effects of rising temperatures. Overall, the policy is expected to have a major positive 
impact on climate change (SA Objective 1). 
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 The policy also encourages the use of recognised overheating assessment 
methodologies, including future weather scenarios, which will help to ensure that buildings 
remain comfortable and resilient over their lifetime. By reducing the risk of overheating, the 
policy is expected to support healthier indoor environments and the wellbeing of 
occupants. Therefore, a minor positive impact is identified for health (SA Objective 10). 

 The policy focuses on building-level measures to address overheating and improve 
resilience to rising temperatures. Whilst wider benefits for flood risk, landscape and natural 
resources may arise indirectly through the design response adopted, these effects will 
depend on the specific measures incorporated within individual schemes and are not a 
direct requirement of the policy. Therefore, negligible effects are identified for flood risk, 
landscape and natural resources (SA Objectives 2, 4 and 7). 

 Policy NZ.6: Carbon Sinks and Sequestration 
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NZ.6 ++ 0 ++ 0 0 + + 0 0 + 0 0 0 
 Policy NZ.6 ensures that new development must support, protect and enhance long-term 

storage and sequestration of carbon in natural and semi-natural environments. It requires 
development to apply the mitigation hierarchy to avoid harm to carbon-rich habitats and 
soils, and to retain features such as woodlands, hedgerows, wetlands, grasslands and 
other carbon stores. By protecting existing carbon sinks and limiting loss of carbon-rich 
environments, the policy is expected to have a major positive impact on climate change 
and biodiversity (SA Objectives 1 and 3). 

 The policy also requires development to deliver measurable carbon storage or 
sequestration gains, primarily through on-site measures and to secure long-term 
management of retained and enhanced carbon sinks. This is likely to contribute to climate 
mitigation and may provide indirect benefits for air quality and health through the retention 
and enhancement of natural habitats. Therefore, minor positive impacts are identified for 
pollution and health (SA Objectives 6 and 10). The protection and enhancement of carbon-
rich habitats and soils is also likely to support more efficient use of natural resources, 
resulting in a minor positive impact is identified for natural resources (SA Objective 7). 
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 Policy NZ.7: Decentralised Energy Systems ~ Major Development 
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NZ.7 ++ 0 0 0 0 + + 0 0 0 0 0 0 
 Policy NZ.7 requires all major development to support the transition to a low-carbon and 

resilient decentralised energy network. It sets an energy hierarchy prioritising reduced 
energy demand, energy efficiency and low or zero carbon energy systems, with fossil fuels 
only where unavoidable. By requiring development to reduce energy demand and 
incorporate low carbon energy infrastructure, the policy is expected to have a major 
positive impact on climate change (SA Objective 1). 

 The policy requires a Decentralised Energy Feasibility and Viability Assessment and 
promotes consideration of heat networks, renewable generation, energy storage and 
thermal masterplanning. Together with requirements for energy storage, demand 
management and grid coordination, these measures are likely to reduce operational 
energy emissions and support more efficient and resilient energy systems. This is likely to 
result in minor positive effects for pollution and natural resources (SA Objectives 6 and 7). 

 Effects on landscape, biodiversity and geodiversity, cultural heritage and flood risk are 
expected to be limited, as the policy principally relates to the design and delivery of 
decentralised energy infrastructure within development proposals, with these matters 
addressed through other policies in the SWLP. Therefore, a negligible impact is identified 
for landscape, biodiversity and geodiversity, cultural heritage and flood risk (SA Objectives 
2, 3, 4 and 5). 

 Policy NZ.8: Decentralised Energy Systems ~ Minor Development 
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NZ.8 ++ 0 0 0 0 + + 0 0 0 0 0 0 
 Policy NZ.8 requires all minor development including residential, commercial, industrial, 

institutional, leisure and mixed-use to support the transition to a low-carbon and resilient 
decentralised energy network through the incorporation of decentralised energy measures 
where feasible and proportionate to the scale of development. 
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 By encouraging the incorporation of decentralised energy systems such as rooftop solar, 
heat pumps, battery storage and smart controls, reductions in GHG emissions are likely to 
occur, supporting progress towards net zero targets and improving energy resilience. 
Overall, a major positive impact on climate change (SA Objective 1) is identified, with a 
secondary minor positive impact on pollution (SA Objective 6) where reductions in air 
pollutant emissions may also be achieved. 

 The policy supports the co-location of decentralised energy systems, which may enable 
more efficient use of land through shared infrastructure and reduce the need for duplicated 
provision. This could reduce pressure on undeveloped land elsewhere, leading to a minor 
positive impact on the conservation of natural resources (SA Objective 7). 

 The policy seeks to ensure that decentralised energy systems are sensitively designed to 
minimise impacts on landscape, cultural heritage, biodiversity and geodiversity, flood risk 
and residential amenity. While this is expected to help avoid adverse effects, the policy 
does not specifically require enhancement of these receptors. Therefore, negligible effects 
are identified for landscape, biodiversity and geodiversity, cultural heritage and flood risk 
(SA Objectives 2, 3, 4 and 5). 
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I.7 Enhancing the Built and Natural 
Environment of South Warwickshire 

 Policy BN.1: Protection of Sites, Habitats and Species 
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BN.1 + + ++ + 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
 Policy BN.1 is anticipated to have a major positive impact for biodiversity and geodiversity 

(SA Objective 3) where it seeks to protect, restore and enhance internationally, nationally, 
locally designated and irreplaceable biodiversity and geodiversity assets within the Plan 
area. Through reference to the LNRS, Local Biodiversity Action Plans and Nature 
Improvement Area, the policy supports the strengthening of ecological networks and 
habitat connectivity throughout South Warwickshire.  

 By protecting designated and non-designated biodiversity and geodiversity features in the 
SWLP area and ensuring new development is supported by up-to-date ecological surveys 
and provide suitable wildlife buffers to protect these features, Policy BN.1 is expected to 
lead to secondary minor positive impacts in relation to climate change, flood risk and 
pollution (SA Objectives 1, 2 and 6). The protection and enhancement of habitats can 
provide wider ecosystem service benefits including carbon sequestration, air filtration and 
natural means of flood alleviation. A minor positive impact is also anticipated for landscape 
(SA Objective 4) where supporting the LNRS will be expected to integrate GBI across 
South Warwickshire, including in built-up areas, which will maintain and improve the 
distinctive local landscape and townscape character. 

 Policy BN.2: Local Nature Recovery Strategies 
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 Through requiring development proposals to have regard to the Warwickshire LNRS, 
Policy BN.2 will help to facilitate the strengthening of the ecological network across the 
SWLP area by maintaining, restoring and creating habitats and improving habitat 
connectivity by wildlife and habitat corridors in the rural and built-up parts of the SWLP 
area. Therefore, Policy BN.2 will be expected to have a major positive impact on 
biodiversity and geodiversity (SA Objective 3). 

 As a result of the multifunctional ecosystem service functions associated with the 
maintaining and expanding the ecological networks in South Warwickshire, it is anticipated 
that this will result in minor positive impacts for climate change, flood risk and pollution (SA 
Objectives 1, 2 and 6) where carbon sequestration, air filtration and natural means of flood 
alleviation support a reduced contribution to climate change and minimise flood risk. A 
minor positive impact is also anticipated for landscape (SA Objective 4) as habitat 
restoration and enhancement measures supported by the LNRS are likely to contribute 
positively to landscape character and the green and blue infrastructure network across 
both rural and urban areas. 

 Policy BN.3: Biodiversity 
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BN.3 + + ++ + 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
 Policy BN.3 requires development proposals to protect biodiversity and contribute to its 

recovery by applying the mitigation hierarchy and delivering measurable biodiversity 
enhancements proportionate to the scale, nature and ecological value of the site. Relevant 
development will be required to deliver at least 20% BNG, unless it can be demonstrated 
that provision in excess of the statutory minimum of 10% BNG would be unviable. This will 
help to create a more joined-up ecological network, supporting habitat creation, ecological 
connectivity and resilience in accordance with the Warwickshire LNRS and the wider GBI 
network.  

 The policy prioritises on-site delivery of biodiversity enhancements and requires off-site 
provision to follow the spatial hierarchy set out in the Warwickshire, Coventry and Solihull 
Ecosystem Services Trading Protocol where on-site delivery is not feasible. BNG must 
also be secured and managed for a minimum of 30 years, helping to ensure that ecological 
benefits are maintained over the long term. As a result, a major positive impact is identified 
for biodiversity and geodiversity (SA Objective 3). 

 BNG is anticipated to have wider multifunctional benefits in reducing South Warwickshire’s 
contributions to climate change through improving ecological resilience, improved air 
filtration and carbon sequestration properties, flood attenuation, as well as maintaining the 
quality and local distinctive character of South Warwickshire’s landscapes and 
townscapes. As such, secondary minor positive impacts have been identified for climate 
change, flood risk, landscape and pollution (SA Objectives 1, 2, 4 and 6). 
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 Policy BN.4: Trees, Hedges and Woodlands 
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BN.4 + + ++ + + + 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 
 Policy BN.4 seeks to support the provision of trees, hedgerows, woodland and community 

orchards across the SWLP area, therefore protecting and enhancing habitat and ecological 
provision, LNRS priorities and wider GBI. Trees, hedges, orchards and woodland support 
a vast array of important flora and fauna and can serve as useful connecting habitats to 
facilitate the movement of species. In addition, Policy BN.4 requires vegetation within 
development proposals to comprise native and climate-resilient species which will support 
species diversity, strengthen ecological networks and reduce the risk of invasive species 
competition. Therefore, a major positive impact on biodiversity and geodiversity is 
identified (SA Objective 3). 

 Protecting trees, hedgerows, woodlands and orchards from harm as a result of 
development and requiring the maintenance of appropriate buffer zones around ancient 
woodland and other irreplaceable habitats will help to maintain the character and 
distinctiveness of South Warwickshire, particularly where woodland forms a prominent 
feature of the landscape. The policy also protects trees, hedgerows and woodland of 
historic value, including trees subject to Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs), which can make 
an important contribution to the character and setting of heritage assets and Conservation 
Areas. Overall, a minor positive impact is identified for landscape (SA Objective 4), and 
potentially a secondary benefit for the conservation of cultural heritage (SA Objective 5). 

 The multifunctional ecosystem service functions associated with tree, hedgerow and 
woodland cover across the Plan area will be anticipated to support air filtration and carbon 
sequestration. As a result, this is expected to reduce contributions to climate change and 
improve air quality in the Plan area, which will support improvements to resident’s health 
through limiting risks of heart disease, respiratory related illness and cancers. Therefore, 
minor positive impacts have been identified in relation to climate change, pollution and 
health (SA Objectives 1, 6 and 10). 

 Supporting an increased provision of canopy cover with development will be expected to 
also have a minor positive impact on flood risk (SA Objective 2) where this will help support 
increased rates of infiltration and slow surface water run-off rates which will be anticipated 
to reduce the risk of flooding, particularly in built-up areas. 
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 Policy BN.5: Landscape Management and Maintenance 
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BN.5 + + ++ ++ + + + 0 0 + 0 0 0 
 Policy BN.5 requires a Landscape and Environmental Management Plan (LEMP) to be 

secured for a minimum of 30 years, or for the full duration of the new development where 
longer, where landscape mitigation, restoration or habitat creation is proposed. The policy 
will help to ensure that landscape features, planting and GBI are appropriately delivered, 
managed and maintained over the long term. As such, a major positive impact is 
anticipated for landscape (SA Objective 4). 

 The policy also requires baseline ecological surveys, habitat management measures and 
the control of invasive species. This is expected to support the successful establishment 
and long-term maintenance of habitats and BNG, helping to strengthen ecological 
networks, improve habitat condition over time and reduce natural resource disturbance. 
Therefore, a secondary major positive impact is identified for biodiversity and geodiversity 
(SA Objective 3) and a minor positive impact identified for natural resources (SA Objective 
7). 

 The long-term management of planting, habitats and GBI may also provide wider 
multifunctional benefits, including carbon sequestration, natural flood management, 
improved air quality and enhanced opportunities for recreation. As such, secondary minor 
positive impacts are identified for climate change, flood risk, pollution and health (SA 
Objectives 1, 2, 6 and 10). 

 The policy's requirements to maintain rural character, landscape quality and dark skies 
may also help conserve the setting of heritage assets and historic landscapes. Therefore, 
a secondary minor positive impact is identified for cultural heritage (SA Objective 5). 

 Policy BN.6: Agricultural Land and Soils 
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 Policy BN.6 seeks to ensure that new development protects, manages and sustainably 
uses agricultural land and soil. New development is expected to have a major positive 
impact on natural resources (SA Objective 7), as developments will be required to protect 
best and most versatile (BMV) agricultural land. By ensuring development is prioritised on 
lower-quality agricultural land where feasible, and requiring the sustainable management, 
protection and restoration of soils, this policy will be expected to protect and preserve the 
BMV agricultural land within South Warwickshire, likely supporting a more efficient and 
fruitful food production.  

 By requiring the sustainable management, protection and restoration of soils, the policy is 
also expected to deliver wider environmental benefits. Healthy soils support biodiversity 
by providing habitat for soil organisms and contributing to the functioning and resilience of 
wider ecosystems. In addition, protecting and restoring soils can support carbon 
sequestration and improve water infiltration and storage, helping to contribute towards 
climate change mitigation and sustainable water management. Therefore, minor positive 
impacts are identified for biodiversity and geodiversity, climate change and flood risk (SA 
Objectives 3, 1 and 2). 

 Policy BN.7: Health Impact Assessments 
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BN.7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ++ + + 0 
 Policy BN.7 supports development that reduces health inequalities and promotes healthy 

communities by improving the physical, mental and social health and wellbeing of all 
residents, including children, older people and other groups who may be more vulnerable 
to poor health outcomes. The policy also recognises the role of green and blue 
infrastructure, access to open space and active travel in supporting healthier lifestyles. As 
such, a major positive impact is identified for health (SA Objective 10). 

 The requirement for Health Impact Assessments (HIA) for larger residential and non-
residential developments, as well as certain uses such as hot food takeaways near schools 
and betting shops, will likely ensure that potential health effects are considered at an early 
stage and that appropriate mitigation is incorporated into development proposals. This may 
also promote walking and cycling and improve access to community facilities and open 
space. Therefore, a secondary minor positive impact is identified for accessibility (SA 
Objective 11).  
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 The policy also seeks to resist the loss of educational facilities, health and social care 
facilities, leisure and community facilities and publicly accessible open space where this 
would result in significant negative impacts on health and wellbeing. This will help maintain 
access to services and community assets that support healthy and inclusive communities. 
In particular, the protection of educational facilities will help maintain access to learning 
opportunities and supporting infrastructure. Therefore, a secondary minor positive impact 
is identified for education (SA Objective 12). 

 Policy BN.8: Pollution and Environmental Quality 
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 Policy BN.8 seeks to ensure that new development avoids, minimises or mitigates 

environmental harm and pollution that would affect amenity, human health or the natural 
environment.  

 The policy applies to both general development and pollution-sensitive uses, helping to 
ensure that new development does not give rise to unacceptable risks to human health or 
amenity. As a result, a minor positive impact is identified for pollution (SA Objective 6) and 
health (SA Objective 10) through the reduction of direct exposure to environmental 
pollutants and associated health risks. 

 Where the impact of development on the natural environment or pollution cannot be 
avoided, the policy establishes that new development compensates through measurable 
environmental improvements, habitat enhancement and creation or the delivery of 
environmental or BNG. This is anticipated to support the ecological network and habitat 
provision in the SWLP area as well as human health and quality of life, likely resulting in a 
minor positive impact on biodiversity and natural resources (SA Objectives 3 and 7). 

 Effects on climate change, flood risk, landscape, cultural heritage and the economy are 
considered to be limited. The policy is primarily focused on avoiding and mitigating adverse 
environmental effects rather than delivering new environmental enhancements, and any 
potential benefits for these topics would arise indirectly through reduced pollution impacts 
and the prevention of environmental degradation. As such, negligible effects are identified 
for climate change, flood risk, landscape, cultural heritage and the economy (SA 
Objectives 1, 2, 4, 5 and 13). 
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 Policy BN.9: Heritage Assets 
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BN.9 0 0 + + ++ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 
 Policy BN.9 seeks to conserve and, where appropriate, enhance South Warwickshire’s 

historic environment, including designated and non-designated heritage assets and their 
settings. The policy supports high quality and sensitively designed development that 
responds positively to historic context, resists substantial harm to or loss of heritage assets 
unless exceptional circumstances apply and requires proportionate assessment where 
development may affect the significance of a heritage asset.  

 It is anticipated that the policy will make a substantial contribution to the conservation and 
enhancement of heritage assets, including listed buildings, conservation areas, 
archaeological remains, historic landscapes and townscapes. In turn, a major positive 
effect is identified for cultural heritage (SA Objective 5). 

 The policy also seeks to conserve designated landscapes, historic landscapes and 
heritage assets that contribute to the special qualities of the Cotswolds National 
Landscape. Furthermore, the protection of historic landscapes, parkland, woodlands and 
ancient and veteran trees may provide associated benefits for biodiversity and 
geodiversity. Minor positive effects are therefore identified for landscape and biodiversity 
and geodiversity (SA Objectives 4 and 3). 

 Conserving and enhancing the historic environment including historic landscapes, market 
towns and streetscapes are also expected to support local distinctiveness, tourism and the 
continued viable use of heritage assets, which may contribute to the vitality of the South 
Warwickshire economy. Therefore, a minor positive effect is identified for the economy (SA 
Objective 13). 

 Policy BN.10: Conservation Areas, Locally Listed Historic Assets and 
Archaeology 
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 Policy BN.10 establishes measures to protect and enhance Conservation Areas, locally 
listed historic assets and archaeology through a presumption in favour of retention and 
preservation, with demolition or harm only accepted where clearly justified or where 
replacement development would preserve or enhance the character or appearance of the 
heritage asset or area. 

 The policy supports the retention of unlisted buildings that make a positive contribution to 
Conservation Areas, with demolition only permitted where replacement development 
preserves or enhances character or appearance. This is likely to maintain the integrity and 
quality of designated heritage assets, resulting in a major positive impact for cultural 
heritage (SA Objective 5). 

 The policy also ensures locally listed historic assets are retained and sensitively altered 
using appropriate materials and detailing, while archaeological remains of national 
importance are protected in situ or appropriately recorded where impacts are unavoidable. 
This is likely to support the preservation of historic character and townscapes, resulting in 
minor positive impact for landscape (SA Objective 4). 

 Policy BN.11: Historic Landscapes - Registered Parks and Gardens and 
Registered Village Greens 
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BN.11 0 0 + + + 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 
 BN.11 establishes a requirement for new development affecting Registered Parks and 

Gardens (RPG) and Registered Village Greens (RVG) conserves and enhances their 
historic significance, landscape character, biodiversity value and public amenity. 

 It is anticipated that the policy will protect, and where available, enhance historic design, 
layout, planting structure and setting of the designated landscape. Where a heritage asset 
has potential to be impacted, a Heritage Impact Assessment must be conducted to support 
the development proposal. Policy BN.11 will be expected to have a positive impact on the 
distinctive local landscape character as well as protecting and enhancing the significance 
of heritage and landscape features in the SWLP area. Therefore, a minor positive impact 
is identified for landscape and cultural heritage (SA Objective 4 and 5). 

 Through the protection and enhancement of RPGs and RVGs, a minor positive impact is 
identified for biodiversity (SA Objective 3), where these designations are likely to support 
local biodiversity networks and habitat connectivity, contributing to the LNRS objectives.  
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 To strengthen landscape character, Policy BN.11 supports the incorporation of GBI. 
Should landscape features and value such as tranquillity, waterbodies, paths and 
viewpoints be lost or degraded, new development must reinstate or restore the features. 
Therefore, a minor positive is anticipated for natural resources and accessibility (SA 
Objectives 7 and 11). 

 Policy BN.12: Sustainability and Heritage Assets 
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BN.12 + 0 0 + ++ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
 Policy BN.12 seeks to support improvements to the environmental performance of heritage 

assets whilst ensuring that their significance and special interest are conserved. The policy 
requires proposals to be based on a thorough understanding of the heritage asset and 
supports sensitive retrofit and adaptation measures where these avoid or minimise harm. 

 By facilitating the sensitive improvement of the environmental performance of heritage 
assets, the policy is anticipated to have a minor positive impact on climate change 
mitigation and adaptation (SA Objective 1). The policy also provides a framework for 
conserving the significance of heritage assets and their settings, including through the 
consideration of alternative solutions where harm may arise. As such, a major positive 
impact is anticipated for cultural heritage (SA Objective 5). 

 There may also be secondary minor positive effects for landscape character (SA Objective 
4), where the conservation of historic buildings and their settings contribute to local 
distinctiveness and sense of place. 

 Policy BN.13: Waterways 
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 Policy BN.13 aims to protect and enhance canals and waterways within the SWLP area. 
The policy requires development to ensure there is no detrimental impact on the natural 
environment, water quality, or potential to impact the access of waterways. The policy will 
prioritise the ecological benefits of waterways and increase access and use of canals and 
waterways, including as routes for active travel and habitat corridors. Overall, minor 
positive impacts on local biodiversity, water quality and accessible sustainable travel are 
identified (SA Objectives 3, 6, 7 and 11). By promoting active travel links and enhancing 
GBI corridors, the policy is likely to support modal shift away from private car use towards 
walking and cycling along waterways. While the scale of impact will depend on usage 
patterns and wider network connectivity, this is likely to contribute to a reduction in 
transport-related emissions and may facilitate an uptake in active travel. Therefore, a minor 
positive effect is also identified for climate change and health (SA Objectives 1 and 10).  

 The policy will resist development that could result in adverse impacts on the structure of 
waterways including their landscape character and heritage. Furthermore, developments 
which support the regeneration of canals and their surroundings will be supported. Minor 
positive impacts on the landscape and cultural heritage are expected (SA Objectives 4 and 
5). Additionally, the policy supports the provision of moorings, marinas and canal 
regeneration, which may contribute to tourism and local economic activity. Therefore, a 
minor positive effect is identified for the economy (SA Objective 13). 

 Policy BN.14: Alterations to Existing Buildings 
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 Policy BN.14 encourages the retention and conversion of existing buildings and to manage 

and safeguard the housing stock of South Warwickshire. The policy supports the re-use of 
buildings where feasible, resists the unjustified loss of dwellings and requires extensions, 
outbuildings and replacement dwellings to be appropriately scaled and well designed to 
integrate with the sense of place and local distinctiveness of the area. 

 It is anticipated that encouraging the retention and re-use of existing buildings will reduce 
the need for demolition and new construction, thereby conserving materials and potentially 
reducing embodied carbon emissions. As such, minor positive effects are identified for 
climate change and natural resources (SA Objectives 1 and 7).  

 Limited secondary benefits may arise through a reduction in demolition waste and 
construction-related environmental disturbance; therefore, minor positive effects are also 
identified for waste (SA Objective 8), with negligible effects for pollution (SA Objective 6) 
given the indirect and variable nature of these impacts. 

 By safeguarding the existing housing stock and resisting the unjustified loss of dwellings, 
a minor positive impact is identified for housing (SA Objective 9). 
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 The policy also requires alterations, outbuildings and replacement dwellings to respond to 
local character and contribute positively to sense of place and local distinctiveness. 
Therefore, a minor positive effect is identified for landscape and cultural heritage (SA 
Objectives 4 and 5). 

 Policy BN.15: Advertisements 
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 Policy BN.15 seeks to ensure that advertisements do not adversely affect amenity, 

including through inappropriate design, scale or illumination. While this may help to limit 
visual intrusion and reduce light pollution in sensitive locations, effects are highly localised 
and limited in scale. Therefore, a potential minor positive impact is identified for landscape 
and cultural heritage (SA Objectives 4 and 5), and a negligible impact is identified for 
pollution (SA Objective 6). 

 Given that the policy does not restrict the principle of advertising or the ability of businesses 
to promote goods and services, no significant effects on economic activity are anticipated. 
Therefore, a negligible impact is identified for the economy (SA Objective 13). 

 Policy BN.16: Parking 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

Policy  

Cl
im

at
e 

Ch
an

ge
 

Fl
oo

d 
Ri

sk
 

Bi
od

ive
rs

ity
 &

 
G

eo
di

ve
rs

ity
 

La
nd

sc
ap

e  

Cu
ltu

ra
l H

er
ita

ge
 

Po
llu

tio
n  

Na
tu

ra
l R

es
ou

rc
es

 

W
as

te
 

Ho
us

in
g  

He
al

th
 

Ac
ce

ss
ib

ilit
y  

Ed
uc

at
io

n 

Ec
on

om
y  

BN.16 0 0 0 + 0 0 + 0 0 + + 0 0 
 Policy BN.16 establishes that new development provides convenient, accessible and 

adequate levels of car, motorcycle and cycle parking. 

 A minor positive impact is identified for accessibility (SA Objective 11) as the policy seeks 
to ensure adequate parking provision while also optimising opportunities for the use of 
public transport and active travel where feasible. Development proposals resulting in 
significant changes to parking provision must demonstrate that there will be no 
unacceptable impact on the road network or highway safety.  
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 The policy requires parking to be accessible to a range of users, including visitors, disabled 
people and families with children, helping to ensure that parking provision is inclusive and 
suitable for all users. As such, a minor positive impact is identified for health (SA Objective 
10). 

 In order to promote the efficient use of land, the policy supports multi-storey car parking 
where appropriate. This may reduce the need for additional land take and help protect 
undeveloped land, resulting in a minor positive impact for natural resources (SA Objective 
7). In addition, parking design is required to accord with published design guidance and 
respond to the scale and character of the surrounding area, resulting in a minor positive 
impact for landscape (SA Objective 4). 

 Policy BN.17: Road Safety 
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 Policy BN.17 seeks to ensure that new development does not compromise highway safety, 

including during construction, and that any impacts on the capacity and operation of the 
highway network are appropriately mitigated. 

 The policy requires development that is likely to generate significant travel, is located in a 
sensitive location, or where existing safety concerns are identified, to apply ‘Safe System 
Approach’ principles and prioritise pedestrians, cyclists, public transport users and other 
vulnerable road users. In addition, the policy requires the provision of 20mph design 
speeds in new residential areas, continuous footpaths and cycleways and safe routes to 
nearby services and facilities where appropriate. Safety measures and infrastructure must 
also be capable of being maintained for the lifetime of the development. As such, a major 
positive effect is identified for accessibility (SA Objective 11) and a minor positive impact 
for health and wellbeing (SA Objective 10). 

 By improving conditions for walking, cycling and public transport users, the policy may 
encourage more sustainable travel choices and reduce reliance on private vehicles. 
Therefore, minor positive effects are identified for climate change and pollution (SA 
Objectives 1 and 6). 

 The requirement to provide safe pedestrian and cycle links to nearby services and facilities 
may also improve access to schools, employment and community facilities. As such, 
potential minor positive effects are identified for access to education and employment (SA 
Objectives 12 and 13). 
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I.8 Site Allocation Policies 
 Overview 

 Alongside Policies DS.5, DS.6 and DS.7 which set out non-strategic site allocations (some 
of which include specific development requirements), the Councils have prepared more 
detailed site allocation policies for each of the strategic development allocations to provide 
further guidance on their development and required supporting infrastructure. 

 Strategic site options considered during preparation of the SWLP include new settlement 
options and strategic growth location (SGL) options. All reasonable alternative new 
settlements and SGLs have been assessed through the SA process, pre-mitigation, as set 
out in Appendix F and G. 

 Taking into account the overarching SWLP policies assessed within Chapters I.2 – I.7 
above, post-mitigation commentary is provided in Appendix J, considering the potential 
mitigating influence of these policies on all reasonable alternative sites assessed through 
the SA process, including both strategic and non-strategic sites. 

 This chapter provides an assessment of each detailed site allocation policy, taking into 
account the pre-mitigation assessments (with matrices replicated for ease of reference 
from Appendix F or G), and the post-mitigation commentary in Appendix J, and considers 
whether the site allocation policies further reduce adverse effects or introduce additional 
positive effects. 

 Proposal HAT – Hatton New Community 

Pre-mitigation assessment (Appendix G) 
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B1 - Hatton  -- + -- - -- - -- -- ++ - - - ++ 

Site allocation policy assessment for HAT 

SA objective Site policy 
assessment Rationale 

SA1 Climate 
change -- 

Scale, greenfield land take, construction emissions and long-term 
energy/transport demand remain significant. Embedded rail, bus, active travel 
and 20-minute neighbourhood measures reduce but do not remove the likely 
adverse effect. 

SA2 Flood risk + 
Low fluvial risk and explicit exclusion of built development from Flood Zones 2 
and 3. Surface water risk remains layout-dependent, but Flood Risk 
Assessment, SuDS and blue/green infrastructure provide mitigation. 
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SA objective Site policy 
assessment Rationale 

SA3 Biodiversity - 

Potential habitat loss and fragmentation associated with strategic-scale 
greenfield development. Existing woodland, hedgerows, ponds and mature 
trees within and adjacent to the site. Policy safeguards including BNG, habitat 
retention and integrated GI are expected to reduce effects through 
masterplanning and detailed design. 

SA4 Landscape - 
Significant landscape change remains likely, but the policy recognises elevated 
land, key views, canal setting, woodland and character-led design. Mitigation is 
strong, but not sufficient to avoid adverse effects. 

SA5 Cultural 
heritage - 

Potential effects on the Grand Union Canal Conservation Area, listed buildings, 
setting and archaeology remain. The policy provides a framework for 
avoidance, design response and investigation. 

SA6 Pollution - 
Existing rail, M40 and local highway influences create noise and air quality 
sensitivities. The policy requires mitigation, but residual adverse effects are 
likely, particularly during construction and near transport corridors. 

SA7 Natural 
resources -- 

The allocation would result in substantial loss of undeveloped agricultural 
land/potential BMV soils and possible mineral safeguarding implications. Policy 
mitigation does not materially alter this effect. 

SA8 Waste - 
Development of this scale will generate construction and operational waste. 
This can be managed through policy and construction practice, but a residual 
adverse effect remains likely. 

SA9 Housing ++ 
The allocation would provide a minimum of 4,558 homes, including 4,000 
within the plan period, alongside affordable housing and self/custom build 
provision. 

SA10 Health ++ 
The allocation incorporates healthcare provision, schools, walkable 
neighbourhoods, active travel, parks, sports pitches, leisure facilities and 
access to green space, supporting major positive health effects. 

SA11 
Accessibility ++ 

The allocation incorporates rail enhancement, Hatton Station access, bus 
services, mobility hubs, active travel corridors, towpath improvements and 
reduced car-dependency principles. Delivery risk remains an important 
consideration. 

SA12 Education ++ 
Two primary schools, a secondary school/sixth form and safeguarded land for 
future provision are expected to result in a major positive effect, subject to 
phasing. 

SA13 Economy ++ 
Local employment, workspace, Hatton Technology Park expansion and Hatton 
Country World enhancement support a positive effect, although employment 
provision appears relatively modest in comparison with the scale of housing 
proposed. 

Overall sustainability effects 

 Overall, Hatton New Community provides a comprehensive framework for phased 
delivery, infrastructure provision, movement, placemaking, green and blue infrastructure, 
education, healthcare and local services, improving certainty regarding how the 
development would be delivered over the plan period. 
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 The allocation is expected to result in major positive effects in relation to housing, health, 
accessibility, education and the economy. The proposal would deliver at least 4,000 homes 
(reaching a total of at least 4,558 homes beyond the Plan period) alongside affordable 
housing, education provision, healthcare facilities, employment opportunities, community 
infrastructure, extensive public open space and sports provision. The policy also embeds 
a sustainable transport framework centred on enhanced rail accessibility, active travel 
infrastructure, mobility hubs, bus provision and 20-minute neighbourhood principles 
intended to reduce reliance on private car travel and support healthier lifestyles. 

 Adverse environmental effects are still likely in relation to climate change, biodiversity, 
landscape, cultural heritage, pollution and natural resources. These effects principally 
arise from the scale of development proposed on predominantly undeveloped land and the 
permanent change associated with strategic-scale growth. However, the allocation 
incorporates extensive mitigation and environmental safeguards, including landscape-led 
masterplanning, habitat retention and enhancement, BNG, sustainable drainage, flood risk 
controls, protection of heritage assets and comprehensive green and blue infrastructure 
provision. 

 In biodiversity terms, adverse effects are likely as a result of habitat change, fragmentation 
and increased recreational pressure associated with a new settlement of this scale. 
However, the policy requires the retention and enhancement of existing ecological assets, 
including ancient woodland, hedgerows, ponds and mature trees, together with long-term 
stewardship and BNG. On this basis, effects are expected to be capable of being reduced 
through detailed design and masterplanning. 

 Similarly, while adverse landscape and heritage effects remain likely, the policy recognises 
the sensitivity of elevated land, the Grand Union Canal Conservation Area, important views 
and the setting of heritage assets. The requirement for a comprehensive masterplan and 
design coding framework provides greater confidence that these effects can be 
appropriately managed and reduced through layout, density, GI and design measures. 

 Overall, the allocation embeds infrastructure delivery, active travel, environmental 
mitigation and placemaking principles within the site requirements. While adverse 
environmental effects associated with strategic-scale greenfield development are still 
likely, the policy provides a clear framework to reduce and manage these effects through 
the detailed design, phasing and delivery of the development. 

 Proposal LMA – Long Marston Airfield New Community 

Pre-mitigation assessment (Appendix G) 
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Site allocation policy assessment 

SA objective Site policy 
assessment Rationale 

SA1 Climate change -- 

Strategic-scale greenfield development with substantial construction 
emissions, land take and long-term energy demand. The allocation 
incorporates active travel, mixed-use centres, safeguarded rail 
infrastructure, bus services, mobility hubs and density requirements 
intended to reduce reliance on private vehicles, although significant 
residual effects remain likely given the scale of growth and ongoing 
reliance on strategic highway infrastructure.  

SA2 Flood risk + 

Most of the site lies within Flood Zone 1 and the policy incorporates a 
comprehensive drainage and flood management framework, including 
SuDS, attenuation, flood meadow creation and watercourse easements. 
Surface water and localised fluvial constraints remain but are expected to 
be capable of mitigation through masterplanning and detailed design. 

SA3 Biodiversity - 

Potential loss and fragmentation of habitats associated with strategic-scale 
development, including pressure on woodland, hedgerows, ponds and 
semi-improved grassland. The allocation incorporates ecological 
safeguards, habitat retention priorities, green-blue infrastructure networks 
and BNG above minimum requirements intended to reduce effects through 
design and long-term management. 

SA4 Landscape - 
Significant and permanent landscape change remains likely across a large 
open countryside site. However, the allocation recognises the sensitivity of 
views toward the CNL, skylines, woodland and historic landscape features, 
alongside landscape-led masterplanning and mitigation requirements. 

SA5 Cultural heritage - 
Potential effects remain likely in relation to ridge and furrow, historic 
landscape character and the setting of heritage assets, including Long 
Marston Grounds. The allocation incorporates buffers, retention measures 
and design controls which provide a framework for mitigation. 

SA6 Pollution - 

Construction activity and long-term traffic generation are likely to result in 
noise, air quality and lighting effects. The allocation includes measures 
relating to sustainable transport, layout and light pollution control, although 
residual adverse effects remain likely given the scale of development and 
strategic road reliance. 

SA7 Natural 
resources -- 

Development would result in substantial permanent loss of undeveloped 
land and agricultural land resources associated with a strategic new 
settlement. Policy mitigation does not materially alter this effect. 

SA8 Waste - 
Development of this scale will generate substantial construction and 
operational waste. Effects are expected to be manageable through policy 
and construction practices, although a residual adverse effect remains 
likely. 

SA9 Housing ++ 
Major positive contribution through delivery of a minimum of 10,300 homes, 
including at least 4,500 within the plan period, alongside affordable housing 
and provision for Gypsies and Travellers. 

SA10 Health ++ 
Strong positive effects likely through extensive GI, Country Park provision, 
sports facilities, schools, active travel infrastructure, community facilities 
and walkable neighbourhood principles. 

SA11 Accessibility ++ 

The allocation incorporates a comprehensive sustainable movement 
framework including safeguarded rail infrastructure, bus service 
improvements, mobility hubs, greenway links, active travel corridors and 
mixed-use centres intended to reduce reliance on private vehicles. Delivery 
dependencies and phasing risks remain important considerations. 

SA12 Education ++ 
Significant positive effects likely through delivery of four primary schools, a 
secondary school and safeguarded land for a second secondary school, 
subject to timely delivery and phasing. 
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SA objective Site policy 
assessment Rationale 

SA13 Economy ++ 
Positive effects likely through employment land provision, mixed-use 
centres, construction activity and long-term economic growth associated 
with a major new settlement. However, employment provision appears 
relatively modest in comparison with the scale of housing proposed. 

Overall sustainability effects 

 Overall, Long Marston Airfield New Community provides a comprehensive framework for 
phased delivery, infrastructure provision, movement, placemaking, green and blue 
infrastructure, education, community facilities and long-term masterplanning, improving 
certainty regarding how the development would be delivered over the plan period. 

 The allocation is expected to result in strong positive effects in relation to housing, health, 
accessibility, education and the economy. The proposal would deliver approximately 4,500 
homes within the Plan period (up to 10,300 homes in total post-Plan period), including 
affordable housing and Gypsy and Traveller provision, alongside extensive community 
infrastructure, schools, public open space, sports facilities and a network of neighbourhood 
and district centres. The allocation also incorporates a sustainable transport framework 
through safeguarded rail infrastructure, mobility hubs, greenway links, bus service 
enhancements and integrated pedestrian and cycle connections across the site and to 
surrounding settlements. 

 Significant adverse environmental effects are still likely in relation to climate change and 
natural resources, principally due to the strategic scale of greenfield development, 
associated land take and long-term infrastructure requirements. Adverse effects are also 
likely in relation to biodiversity, landscape, cultural heritage, pollution and waste. However, 
the allocation incorporates extensive mitigation and environmental safeguards, including 
landscape-led masterplanning, habitat retention and enhancement, BNG, sustainable 
drainage, flood risk controls, protection of heritage assets and comprehensive green and 
blue infrastructure provision. 

 In biodiversity terms, adverse effects are likely as a result of habitat change, fragmentation 
and increased recreational pressure associated with a new settlement of this scale. 
However, the policy requires the retention and enhancement of ecological assets including 
woodland, hedgerows, mature trees, ponds and stream corridors, together with BNG and 
long-term habitat management. On this basis, effects are expected to be capable of being 
reduced through detailed design and masterplanning. 

 Similarly, while adverse landscape and heritage effects remain likely, the allocation 
recognises the sensitivity of views toward the Cotswolds National Landscape, important 
skylines and historic landscape features. Requirements relating to landscape-led 
masterplanning, skyline protection, woodland buffering and GI integration provide greater 
confidence that visual and character effects can be reduced through layout, density, 
planting and design measures. 
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 The allocation also establishes a clear framework for flood risk and drainage management 
through requirements relating to SuDS, attenuation, flood meadow creation, watercourse 
easements and strategic drainage planning. This is expected to help avoid inappropriate 
development in areas of flood risk and manage surface water effects through the detailed 
design process. 

 Overall, the allocation embeds infrastructure delivery, active travel, environmental 
mitigation and placemaking principles within the site requirements. 

 Proposal BID.1 (SG20) – Land to North and East of Bidford-on-Avon 

Pre-mitigation assessment (Appendix F) 
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Site allocation policy assessment for BID.1 

SA objective Site policy 
assessment Rationale 

SA1 Climate 
change -- 

The scale of residential and mixed-use development together with associated 
infrastructure and transport demand would generate substantial construction 
emissions, operational energy demand and increased traffic movements. 
Sustainable construction measures, active travel infrastructure and 20-minute 
neighbourhood principles provide mitigation but are unlikely to avoid a significant 
adverse effect overall. 

SA2 Flood risk +/- 
A small proportion of the site is located within Flood Zones 2 and 3. 
Development layout, SuDS, attenuation basins and drainage strategies are 
expected to reduce flood risk effects, although residual adverse effects 
associated with surface water management may remain. 

SA3 
Biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity 

- 
Development would result in the loss of greenfield land and may affect 
hedgerows, hedgerow trees and habitat connectivity. GI, BNG requirements and 
protection of more sensitive landscape areas are expected to reduce effects and 
provide opportunities for enhancement. 

SA4 
Landscape - 

Development would introduce substantial urban expansion to the north and east 
of Bidford-on-Avon and alter the surrounding rural landscape setting. 
Landscape-led masterplanning, retention of open gaps and concentration of 
development within less sensitive central areas are expected to reduce effects, 
although adverse residual effects are likely to remain. 

SA5 Cultural 
heritage - 

Potential effects may arise in relation to the setting of nearby conservation 
areas, listed buildings and Famington Farm. Policy safeguards and heritage 
assessment requirements are expected to reduce the likelihood of substantial 
harm. 

SA6 Pollution - 
Increased traffic movements, construction activity and pressure on wastewater 
infrastructure may result in adverse effects associated with air, noise and water 
pollution. Mitigation measures and infrastructure improvements are identified 
through the policy framework. 
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SA objective Site policy 
assessment Rationale 

SA7 Natural 
resources -- 

Development would result in the irreversible loss of a substantial area of 
undeveloped and agricultural land together with increased demand for materials 
and resources associated with strategic-scale housing and infrastructure 
delivery. 

SA8 Waste - 
Construction and occupation of the development would generate additional 
waste arisings. Waste management measures may reduce effects, but adverse 
effects are likely overall. 

SA9 Housing ++ 
The proposal would deliver a minimum of 2,225 homes including affordable 
housing together with specialist accommodation, making a substantial 
contribution towards identified housing needs within the plan area. 

SA10 Health + 
Provision of public open space, active travel infrastructure, children’s play areas, 
GI and healthcare facilities is likely to support health and wellbeing outcomes for 
future residents. 

SA11 
Accessibility ++ 

The proposal incorporates active travel infrastructure, local services, 
employment land, education provision and connections to existing settlements 
and public transport networks, generating significant positive effects in relation to 
accessibility. 

SA12 
Education ++ 

Delivery of land for primary and secondary schools together with early years 
provision would generate significant positive effects in relation to education 
provision and accessibility. 

SA13 Economy ++ 
The proposal would support economic growth through housing delivery, 
employment land provision, construction activity and investment in local 
infrastructure and services. 

Overall sustainability effects 

 Proposal BID.1 Land North and East of Bidford-on-Avon (assessed in the SA as SG20) 
has been identified as a strategic mixed-use urban extension capable of delivering 
substantial housing, employment, education and community infrastructure within the plan 
period. The proposal would provide at least 2,225 homes together with affordable housing, 
specialist accommodation, employment land, schools, local services, healthcare provision, 
GI and active travel connections. 

 The allocation incorporates a comprehensive framework of embedded mitigation and 
infrastructure provision including landscape-led masterplanning, GI networks, biodiversity 
enhancement, flood mitigation measures, vehicular access roads and sustainable 
transport principles. The proposal is therefore likely to generate significant positive effects 
in relation to housing, accessibility, education and the economy together with minor 
positive effects for health and wellbeing. 

 However, the proposal would also result in substantial and permanent urban expansion 
into the rural landscape surrounding Bidford-on-Avon and Broom. Residual adverse effects 
are identified in relation to climate change, biodiversity, landscape, pollution and natural 
resources due to extensive greenfield land take, increased transport demand and 
associated infrastructure requirements. Potential effects relating to the setting of nearby 
heritage assets and conservation areas have also been identified. While embedded 
mitigation and policy safeguards would reduce some effects, adverse residual effects are 
likely to remain overall. 
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 Proposal BIT.1 (SG09) – Land West of Bishop’s Tachbrook (Land at 
Park Farm) 

Pre-mitigation assessment (Appendix F) 
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Site allocation policy assessment for BIT.1 

SA Objective Site policy 
assessment Rationale 

SA1 Climate 
change - 

The proposal would deliver substantial residential development on greenfield land 
and generate additional construction and transport-related emissions. Although 
sustainable design and active travel measures are proposed, significant residual 
adverse effects are likely to remain. 

SA2 Flood risk + The site lies primarily within Flood Zone 1 and would incorporate SuDS and surface 
water management measures to address runoff and drainage. 

SA3 
Biodiversity & 
geodiversity 

- 
Development would result in habitat loss and fragmentation associated with large-
scale mixed-use greenfield development. BNG, GI and open space provision are 
proposed to provide mitigation and enhancement. 

SA4 
Landscape - 

The allocation would introduce substantial development into an open landscape at a 
gateway location to Warwick and Leamington Spa. GI, landscape buffers and 
reduced development in sensitive areas would provide mitigation. 

SA5 Cultural 
heritage - 

Development may affect the setting of the Grade I listed Warwick Castle Park and 
heritage assets along Banbury Road.  A green edge buffer will be incorporated to 
maintain separation between the site and heritage assets to minimise effects. 

SA6 Pollution - 
The site is affected by noise and air quality issues associated with the M40 and 
A452 corridor. Construction activity and additional traffic movements may increase 
pollution and amenity effects. 

SA7 Natural 
resources -- The proposal would result in the irreversible loss of a substantial area of greenfield 

and best and most versatile agricultural land. 

SA8 Waste - Large-scale residential and employment development would generate significant 
construction and operational waste over the lifetime of the development. 

SA9 Housing ++ 
Significant positive effects are identified through delivery of a minimum of 655 
homes, including affordable housing, self-build/custom housing and supporting 
community infrastructure including a community hall. 

SA10 Health +/- 
The proposal includes public open space, GI, active travel links and community 
facilities which would support healthy lifestyles. However, the site currently has 
limited existing connectivity and relies on substantial new infrastructure to avoid an 
isolated and car-dependent pattern of development. 

SA11 
Accessibility - 

The allocation currently has limited sustainable transport connectivity and would 
require substantial transport and active travel infrastructure improvements to 
support accessibility and reduce car dependency. 

SA12 
Education +/- Land is identified for two potential primary school. However, additional pressure on 

wider education capacity is likely. 
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SA Objective Site policy 
assessment Rationale 

SA13 
Economy + 

Positive effects are identified through the delivery of housing, including custom and 
self-build homes, which are likely to support local construction companies, generate 
construction employment, and contribute to wider economic growth. 

Overall sustainability effects 

 Proposal BIT.1 Land to South and West of Bishop’s Tachbrook (Land at Park Farm) 
(assessed in the SA as SG09) represents a parcel of a large-scale mixed-use strategic 
allocation, to form a new neighbourhood.  This parcel comprises residential development 
supported by infrastructure provision. 

 Significant positive effects are identified in relation to housing through delivery of new 
homes and supporting infrastructure. Minor positive effects are identified for the economy, 
where housing and construction activity is likely to contribute to economic growth. 

 However, significant adverse effects are identified in relation to climate change, natural 
resources and waste. The proposal would involve substantial greenfield land take and 
additional construction and transport-related emissions associated with strategic-scale 
mixed-use development. Although sustainable design and active travel measures are 
proposed, significant residual adverse effects are likely to remain. 

 Likely adverse effects have also been identified in relation to biodiversity, landscape, 
cultural heritage, pollution and accessibility. Particular consideration has been given to 
heritage assets, including the Grade I listed building and an embedded green belt buffer 
has been incorporated to minimise harm to its setting and maintain separation.  Additional 
mitigation measures that relate biodiversity, landscape, pollution and accessibility include 
extensive green infrastructure, biodiversity enhancements, green edge buffers, public 
open space, sustainable drainage and active travel connections. Together, they are 
intended to support landscape integration, strengthen ecological connectivity and promote 
healthier lifestyles. While these embedded mitigation measures, together with relevant 
policy safeguards, would reduce some adverse effects, overall adverse residual effects 
are still likely to remain. 

 Proposal BIT.2 (SG09) – Land to South-west of Bishop’s Tachbrook 
(Red House Farm) 

Pre-mitigation assessment (Appendix F) 
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Site allocation policy assessment for BIT.2 

SA Objective Site policy 
assessment Rationale 

SA1 Climate 
change - 

The proposal would deliver strategic employment development on greenfield land 
and generate additional construction and transport-related emissions. Although 
sustainable design, active travel measures and the integration of EV charging and 
GBI are proposed, significant residual adverse effects are likely to remain. 

SA2 Flood risk + The site lies entirely within Flood Zone 1 and would incorporate SuDS and surface 
water management measures to address runoff and drainage. 

SA3 
Biodiversity & 
geodiversity 

- 
Development would result in habitat loss and fragmentation associated with large-
scale greenfield development, including the construction and operation of a new 
motorway junction. BNG, GI and open space provision are proposed to provide 
mitigation and enhancement. 

SA4 
Landscape - 

The allocation would introduce substantial development into an open landscape at a 
gateway location to Warwick and Leamington Spa. GI, landscape buffers and 
reduced development in sensitive areas will likely provide mitigation. 

SA5 Cultural 
heritage - 

Development may affect the setting of the Grade I listed Warwick Castle Park and 
heritage assets along Banbury Road. Landscape buffers and heritage-led 
masterplanning would be required to minimise effects. 

SA6 Pollution - 
The site is affected by noise and air quality issues associated with the M40 and 
A452 corridor, this is likely heightened by the new proposed M40 junction. 
Construction activity and additional traffic movements such as HGVs may increase 
pollution and amenity effects. 

SA7 Natural 
resources -- The proposal would result in the irreversible loss of a substantial area of greenfield 

and best and most versatile agricultural land. 

SA8 Waste - Large-scale employment development would generate significant construction and 
operational waste over the lifetime of the development. 

SA9 Housing 0 The policy would result in a negligible effect on housing, as the land is designated 
for strategic employment development.  

SA10 Health +/- 
The proposal includes GI and active travel links which would support healthy 
lifestyles. However, the site currently has limited existing connectivity and relies on 
substantial new infrastructure to avoid an isolated and car-dependent pattern of 
development. 

SA11 
Accessibility + 

The proposal incorporates a new M40 motorway junction, a dual carriageway link, 
and sustainable travel infrastructure, alongside connections to existing settlements 
and public transport networks. Collectively, these elements are expected to deliver 
significant positive effects in terms of accessibility. 

SA12 
Education 0 Development does not include education facilities. 

SA13 
Economy ++ Significant positive effects are identified through delivery of strategic employment 

land, housing, construction activity and associated economic growth. 

Overall sustainability effects 

 Proposal BIT.2 Land to South-west of Bishop’s Tachbrook (Red House Farm) (assessed 
in the SA as SG09) represents a parcel of a large-scale mixed-use strategic allocation.  
This parcel comprises employment development supported by infrastructure provision. 

 Significant positive effects are identified in relation to economy through delivery of 
employment land and supporting infrastructure.  In addition, likely positive effects are 
identified for accessibility where the delivery of a new M50 junction a dual carriage way 
link is proposed to connect to existing settlements.  Including the provision of public 
transport connectivity such as a park and ride facility.  
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 However, significant adverse effects are identified in relation to climate change, natural 
resources and waste. The proposal would involve substantial greenfield land take and 
additional construction and transport-related emissions associated with strategic-scale 
employment-use development and transport infrastructure. 

 Likely adverse effects are also identified in relation to biodiversity, landscape, cultural 
heritage and pollution, particularly given the new delivery of a motorway junction and 
strategic employment land which is likely to affect the tranquillity and visual setting of the 
site. Embedded mitigation measures, including extensive GI, biodiversity enhancement, 
public open space, sustainable drainage and active travel connections, are intended to 
support landscape integration, ecological connectivity, and healthier lifestyles.  

 Proposal BIT.3 (SG10) – Land to Northwest of Bishop’s Tachbrook 

Pre-mitigation assessment (Appendix F) 
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Site allocation policy assessment for BIS.3 

SA Objective Site policy 
assessment Rationale 

SA1 Climate 
change -- 

The proposal would deliver a minimum of 1,720 dwellings on greenfield land and 
generate substantial construction and transport-related emissions. Although active 
travel, public transport and sustainable design measures are proposed, significant 
residual adverse effects are likely to remain. 

SA2 Flood risk 0 
The site lies predominantly within Flood Zone 1, although areas of surface water 
flood risk are present. SuDS and attenuation measures are proposed to manage 
runoff and protect the Tach Brook corridor. 

SA3 
Biodiversity & 
geodiversity 

- 
Development would result in habitat loss and fragmentation associated with 
strategic-scale greenfield development. Significant GI, BNG measures and 
expansion of Tachbrook Country Park would provide mitigation and enhancement. 

SA4 Landscape - 
The allocation would introduce substantial development into an open landscape 
south of Warwick and Royal Leamington Spa. Landscape-led masterplanning, 
green buffers and the Tachbrook Country Park would provide mitigation and 
maintain settlement separation. 

SA5 Cultural 
heritage - 

Development may affect the setting of heritage assets including New House Farm, 
Bishop’s Tachbrook Conservation Area and St Chad’s Church. Mitigation through 
design, landscape treatment and heritage assessment would be required. 

SA6 Pollution - 
The site is affected by noise and air quality issues associated with the A452 
corridor. Construction activity and additional traffic movements may increase 
pollution and amenity effects. 

SA7 Natural 
resources -- The proposal would result in the irreversible loss of a substantial area of greenfield 

land associated with strategic-scale residential development. 
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SA Objective Site policy 
assessment Rationale 

SA8 Waste -- Residential development at this scale would generate significant construction and 
household waste over the lifetime of the development. 

SA9 Housing ++ Significant positive effects are identified through delivery of a minimum of 1,720 
homes, including affordable housing and supporting community infrastructure. 

SA10 Health + 
The proposal incorporates extensive public open space, the Tachbrook Country 
Park extension, recreation provision, GI and active travel connectivity which would 
support healthy lifestyles and wellbeing. 

SA11 
Accessibility +/- 

The allocation would deliver active travel connections, public transport 
improvements and links to existing communities and facilities. However, significant 
transport infrastructure and highway mitigation would also be required. 

SA12 Education +/- 
Land is identified for a new primary school and additional education infrastructure 
would be supported. However, additional pressure on wider secondary education 
capacity is also likely. 

SA13 Economy + Positive effects are identified through construction activity, housing delivery and 
associated economic growth. 

Overall sustainability effects 

 Proposal BIS.3 Land to North West of Bishop’s Tachbrook (assessed in the SA as SG10) 
has been assessed as a strategic residential allocation intended to deliver a minimum of 
1,550 homes, supporting infrastructure and substantial areas of public open space. 

 Positive effects are identified in relation to housing through delivery of new homes, 
extensive GI, active travel connectivity and the substantial expansion of Tachbrook 
Country Park. 

 However, significant adverse effects are identified in relation to climate change, natural 
resources and waste. The proposal would involve substantial greenfield land take and 
additional construction and transport-related emissions associated with strategic-scale 
residential growth.  The safeguarding of land for a one-form entry primary school is 
proposed. However, given the scale of the proposed housing development, it is likely to 
place additional pressure on education provision more broadly, particularly at secondary 
school level. 

 Likely adverse effects are also identified in relation to biodiversity, landscape, cultural 
heritage and pollution. Embedded mitigation measures include landscape-led 
masterplanning, biodiversity enhancement, sustainable drainage, active travel 
infrastructure and the delivery of significant public open space intended to support 
ecological connectivity, settlement separation and healthy lifestyles. 
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 Proposal GAY.1 (SG13) – Land at Gaydon 

Pre-mitigation assessment (Appendix F) 
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Site allocation policy assessment for GAY.1 

SA objective Site policy 
assessment Rationale 

SA1 Climate 
change -- 

Strategic-scale employment development associated with major automotive 
manufacturing, logistics and testing infrastructure would generate substantial 
construction emissions, operational energy demand and transport movements. 
Active travel links and public transport improvements provide mitigation but do 
not remove the likely significant adverse effect. 

SA2 Flood risk +/- 
Policy requirements for SuDS, drainage management and compliance with flood 
risk policy provide mitigation. However, the scale of development and extent of 
new hardstanding create potential residual adverse effects associated with 
surface water runoff and drainage pressure. 

SA3 
Biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity 

- 

Development would result in the loss and fragmentation of greenfield land and 
may affect hedgerows, hedgerow trees, potential Local Wildlife Sites and areas 
adjacent to ancient woodland. Embedded mitigation, GI provision, habitat 
retention and BNG requirements are expected to reduce effects, although 
residual adverse effects are likely. 

SA4 
Landscape - 

The proposal would introduce large-scale employment development and 
associated infrastructure into a predominantly rural landscape setting, resulting 
in landscape and visual change. Policy requirements relating to landscape 
mitigation, settlement separation, design and protection of key landscape 
features are expected to reduce effects, although adverse residual effects are 
likely to remain. 

SA5 Cultural 
heritage - 

Potential effects on nearby heritage assets and their settings may arise through 
landscape and visual change. Mitigation through design and heritage 
assessment is identified, reducing the likelihood of significant harm. 

SA6 Pollution - 
Employment uses including automative testing tracks, logistics activity and 
motorway-related traffic movements have potential to increase noise and air 
pollution.  Mitigation measures are identified through noise and air quality 
assessment requirements. 

SA7 Natural 
resources -- 

Development would result in the irreversible loss of a substantial area of 
undeveloped land and increased consumption of materials and resources 
associated with strategic employment development and infrastructure provision. 

SA8 Waste +/- 
Construction and operational activities would generate waste, although 
opportunities for sustainable waste management and resource efficiency may 
arise. 

SA9 Housing ++ Provision of a travelling showpersons yard and amenity spaces would contribute 
positively towards identified accommodation needs. 
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SA objective Site policy 
assessment Rationale 

SA10 Health + 
Active travel improvements, GI and employment opportunities are likely to 
support health and wellbeing outcomes, although benefits are more indirect than 
for mixed-use residential communities. 

SA11 
Accessibility + 

Improvements to bus services, active travel infrastructure and connections to 
nearby settlements would improve accessibility to employment opportunities. 
However, the location remains relatively car-dependent in strategic transport 
terms. 

SA12 
Education + 

Employment growth and investment may support skills development, 
apprenticeships and training opportunities associated with advanced 
manufacturing and engineering sectors. 

SA13 Economy ++ 
The proposal would deliver substantial strategic employment growth linked to 
Jaguar Land Rover and Aston Martin Lagonda, supporting investment, supply 
chains, advanced manufacturing and long-term economic growth within the sub-
region. 

Overall sustainability effects 

 Proposal GAY.1 Land at Gaydon (assessed in the SA as SG13) has been identified as a 
strategic employment allocation associated with the continued expansion of the Jaguar 
Land Rover and Aston Martin Lagonda MIS. The proposal would deliver substantial 
strategic and non-strategic employment land, including manufacturing, research and 
development, logistics and automotive testing infrastructure, generating major positive 
economic effects through investment, employment creation and support for advanced 
manufacturing and engineering sectors. 

 The allocation includes measures intended to support sustainable transport, green and 
blue infrastructure, biodiversity enhancement and landscape mitigation. Improvements to 
bus services, active travel connections and GI networks are likely to generate positive 
effects in relation to accessibility and health. The proposal may also contribute positively 
towards skills development and specialist employment opportunities linked to the 
automotive sector. 

 However, the scale and nature of the allocation would result in substantial and permanent 
changes to the rural environment surrounding Gaydon and Lighthorne Heath. Residual 
adverse effects are identified in relation to climate change, biodiversity, landscape and 
natural resources due to extensive greenfield land take, the introduction of large-scale 
employment buildings and testing infrastructure, increased transport demand, and 
potential effects on landscape features and habitats. While embedded mitigation and 
policy safeguards would reduce some effects, adverse residual effects are likely to remain 
overall. 

 Whilst the allocation is likely to generate construction and operational waste, the nature of 
future occupiers and associated waste streams is not yet known. The effect is identified 
for waste is uncertain. 
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 Proposal HEN.1 (SG23) – Henley-in-Arden 

Pre-mitigation assessment (Appendix F) 
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Site allocation policy assessment for HEN.1 

SA objective Site policy 
assessment Rationale 

SA1 Climate 
change -- 

The proposal would result in a substantial strategic-scale greenfield urban 
extension with associated construction emissions, embodied carbon and 
increased long-term energy demand. While the policy embeds active travel 
measures, rail connectivity improvements, enhanced bus services and mixed-use 
principles, the scale of development and associated highway infrastructure means 
significant residual adverse effects remain likely. 

SA2 Flood risk + 

The policy incorporates a comprehensive flood alleviation strategy including 
SuDS, attenuation basins, river corridor restoration and integrated blue 
infrastructure. Development is supported by drainage requirements and flood 
mitigation measures which are anticipated to reduce flood risk and provide wider 
resilience benefits. 

SA3 
Biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity 

- 

Development would result in the loss and fragmentation of greenfield land, 
including areas associated with the existing golf course landscape. While 
substantial GI, river corridor restoration, biodiversity-led SuDS and the new 
proposed country park would provide mitigation and enhancement opportunities, 
residual adverse effects are likely to remain due to the scale of land use change. 

SA4 
Landscape - 

The proposal would alter the rural edge and landscape setting of Henley-in-Arden 
through the introduction of a substantial urban extension. Embedded mitigation 
including landscape buffers, GI and the proposed country park would reduce 
effects and help strengthen settlement edges and Green Belt boundaries; 
however, residual adverse landscape effects are likely to remain. 

SA5 Cultural 
heritage - 

The site lies in proximity to a number of designated heritage assets, including the 
Scheduled Monument at Beaudesert Castle, listed buildings and the Henley-in-
Arden Conservation Area. The policy includes buffers and design requirements 
intended to conserve setting and key views; however, adverse effects upon the 
setting of heritage assets are likely to remain. 

SA6 Pollution - 

New highway infrastructure, increased traffic movements and construction activity 
are likely to generate adverse noise and air quality effects. Embedded mitigation 
including landscape screening, setbacks from transport corridors and sustainable 
transport measures would reduce effects, although residual adverse impacts are 
likely to remain. 

SA7 Natural 
resources -- 

The proposal would result in the permanent loss of a large area of undeveloped 
greenfield land and associated natural resources. The scale and irreversible 
nature of land take means significant adverse effects are likely to remain following 
mitigation. 

SA8 Waste - Construction and occupation of a strategic-scale development would generate 
increased waste arisings and demand for materials and infrastructure. Waste 
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SA objective Site policy 
assessment Rationale 

minimisation and sustainable construction measures may reduce effects; however, 
a residual adverse effect is likely. 

SA9 Housing ++ 
The proposal would deliver a minimum of 2,084 dwellings, including affordable 
housing provision and Gypsy and Traveller pitches, contributing substantially 
towards identified housing needs over the plan period. 

SA10 Health ++ 

The proposal includes significant health-supporting infrastructure including 
extensive GI, active travel routes, sports provision, allotments, a care home, 
community facilities and healthcare provision. The proposed country park and 
integrated walking and cycling network are likely to provide substantial wellbeing 
benefits. 

SA11 
Accessibility ++ 

The proposal would provide enhanced pedestrian, cycle, bus and rail connectivity, 
including improved access to Henley Railway Station, active travel links to the 
town centre and enhanced public transport infrastructure. Mixed-use development 
principles and local services within the neighbourhood centre would further 
support accessibility. 

SA12 
Education ++ 

The proposal includes provision for a new 2FE primary school with expansion 
capacity, alongside contributions towards expansion of Henley-in-Arden School 
and a new sixth form centre. Significant positive effects in relation to educational 
capacity and access are therefore identified. 

SA13 Economy ++ 
The proposal would support economic growth through construction activity, 
delivery of employment land and provision of an innovation hub for research, 
development and office uses. Enhanced connectivity and local services would also 
support the local economy. 

Overall sustainability effects 

 Proposal HEN.1 Henley-in-Arden (assessed in the SA as SG23) would deliver a 
substantial mixed-use urban extension incorporating housing, employment land, 
community infrastructure, transport improvements and extensive GI provision. The policy 
framework includes a broad package of mitigation and enhancement measures relating to 
flood risk, accessibility, active travel, GI, health provision and education infrastructure, 
resulting in significant positive effects in relation to economy, housing, health, accessibility 
and education. 

 However, the proposal would also result in the permanent urbanisation of a large area of 
greenfield land within the rural setting of Henley-in-Arden. Despite embedded mitigation 
measures, including landscape buffers, heritage protections, SuDS, river corridor 
restoration and the proposed country park, residual adverse effects are likely to remain in 
relation to climate change, landscape and natural resources due to the scale and 
irreversible nature of development. Residual adverse effects are also identified in relation 
to biodiversity, heritage, pollution. 
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 Proposal KEN.1 (SG04) – Land South of Kenilworth 

Pre-mitigation assessment (Appendix F) 
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Site allocation policy assessment for KEN.1 

SA Objective Site policy 
assessment Rationale 

SA1 Climate 
change -- 

The proposal would deliver approximately 776 dwellings on greenfield land and 
generate additional construction and transport-related emissions. Although 
active travel, public transport and sustainable design measures are proposed, 
significant residual adverse effects are likely to remain. 

SA2 Flood risk + The allocation incorporates SuDS, balancing ponds and a comprehensive 
drainage strategy to manage surface water runoff and flood risk. 

SA3 Biodiversity 
& geodiversity - 

Development would result in habitat loss and fragmentation associated with 
greenfield residential development. Retention of hedgerows, trees, PRoWs and 
GI provision would provide mitigation. 

SA4 Landscape - 
The allocation would extend development into a sensitive settlement edge and 
Green Belt landscape. GI buffers and landscape-led design would provide 
mitigation, although adverse effects on landscape character and settlement 
setting are likely. 

SA5 Cultural 
heritage - 

Development may affect the setting of Kenilworth Castle and surrounding 
historic character. Landscape buffers, traditional materials and design measures 
are required to minimise effects. 

SA6 Pollution - Increased traffic, construction activity and residential development may increase 
noise, air quality and amenity effects. 

SA7 Natural 
resources -- The proposal would result in the irreversible loss of a substantial area of 

greenfield land and permanent alteration of the existing land use. 

SA8 Waste -- Residential development at this scale would generate significant construction 
and household waste over the lifetime of the development. 

SA9 Housing ++ Significant positive effects are identified through delivery of approximately 776 
homes, including affordable housing. 

SA10 Health +/- 
The proposal would increase demand for local health and community 
infrastructure. Open space, allotments, GI and active travel links would provide 
mitigation and support healthy lifestyles. 

SA11 
Accessibility - 

The allocation would increase traffic movements and require transport mitigation. 
Active travel and bus service enhancements are proposed, and an active travel 
plan is required, although the site remains partly dependent on vehicular travel. 

SA12 Education - Additional pressure on education infrastructure is likely, requiring financial 
contributions towards school provision. 

SA13 Economy + Positive effects are identified through construction activity, housing delivery and 
associated economic growth. 
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Overall sustainability effects 

 Proposal KEN.1 Land South of Kenilworth (assessed in the SA as SG04) has been 
assessed as a strategic residential allocation intended to deliver approximately 776 homes 
and associated infrastructure. 

 Significant positive effects are identified in relation to housing through delivery of new 
market and affordable homes. 

 However, significant adverse effects are identified in relation to climate change, natural 
resources and waste. The proposal would involve substantial greenfield land take and 
additional construction and transport-related emissions associated with strategic-scale 
residential growth. 

 Likely adverse effects are also identified in relation to biodiversity, landscape, cultural 
heritage, pollution, health, accessibility and education. Although mitigation measures are 
embedded within the policy framework, including GI buffers, active travel provision and 
sustainable drainage measures, residual adverse effects are likely to remain in relation to 
several environmental objectives. 

 Proposal LEA.1 (SG06) – Land North of Leamington Spa (Blackdown) 

Pre-mitigation assessment (Appendix F) 
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Site allocation policy assessment for LEA.1 

SA Objective Site policy 
assessment Rationale 

SA1 Climate 
change -- 

The proposal would deliver a minimum of 1,043 dwellings on greenfield land and 
generate additional construction and transport-related emissions. Although 
active travel, public transport and sustainable design measures are proposed, 
significant residual adverse effects are likely to remain. 

SA2 Flood risk 0 
Most of the site lies within Flood Zone 1, although smaller areas are affected by 
Flood Zones 2 and 3 and surface water flood risk. SuDS, attenuation and 
drainage measures are required to manage runoff and flood risk. 

SA3 
Biodiversity & 
geodiversity 

- 
Development would result in arable land loss and habitat loss and fragmentation 
associated with large-scale greenfield residential development. Retention of field 
boundary hedgerows, trees, watercourse corridors, SUDS, GI and BNG 
measures would provide mitigation. 

SA4 Landscape - 
The allocation would extend development into a sensitive Green Belt and 
settlement edge landscape. Landscape-led masterplanning, open space and 
structural planting on the site edge would provide mitigation, although adverse 
effects on landscape character are likely. 
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SA Objective Site policy 
assessment Rationale 

SA5 Cultural 
heritage - Development may affect the setting of the Royal Leamington Spa Conservation 

Area and the character of the northern approach to the town. 

SA6 Pollution - Increased traffic, construction activity and residential development may increase 
noise, air quality and amenity effects. 

SA7 Natural 
resources -- The proposal would result in the irreversible loss of a substantial area of 

greenfield land and permanent alteration of the existing land use. 

SA8 Waste -- Residential development at this scale would generate significant construction 
and household waste over the lifetime of the development. 

SA9 Housing ++ Significant positive effects are identified through delivery of a minimum of 1,043 
homes, including affordable housing provision. 

SA10 Health + 
The proposal would increase demand for local health and community 
infrastructure. Extensive open space, active travel links and recreational 
provision including retaining the PRoW and incorporating the new cycle route 
would provide mitigation and support healthy lifestyles. 

SA11 
Accessibility - 

The allocation would increase traffic movements and require substantial 
transport mitigation. Active travel and public transport enhancements including 
PRoW retainment are proposed, although the site would continue to generate 
significant vehicular trips. 

SA12 Education + 
The demand for education facilities is likely higher.  Proposed development of 
two new primary schools and the potential expansion of North Leamington 
Secondary School would provide mitigation.  

SA13 Economy + Positive effects are identified through construction activity, housing delivery, 
local centre provision and associated economic growth. 

Overall sustainability effects 

 Proposal LEA.1 Land North of Leamington Spa (Blackdown) (assessed in the SA as 
SG06A) is one of the urban extensions, intended to deliver a minimum of 886 homes, 
supporting infrastructure and extensive public open space.  

 Significant positive effects are identified in relation to housing through delivery of new 
market and affordable homes. Minor positive effects are anticipated for health and 
wellbeing and the economy, owing to the construction and provision of new housing, green 
infrastructure and expansive public open space. 

 However, significant adverse effects are identified in relation to climate change, natural 
resources and waste. The proposal would involve substantial greenfield land take and 
additional construction and transport-related emissions associated with strategic-scale 
residential growth. 

 Likely adverse effects are also identified in relation to biodiversity, landscape, cultural 
heritage, pollution, and accessibility. Although mitigation measures are embedded within 
the policy framework, including green corridors, public open space, sustainable drainage 
and active travel infrastructure, residual adverse effects are likely to remain in relation to 
several environmental objectives. 
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 Proposal LEA.2 (SG06) – Leamington Spa - Land to North (Milverton) 

Pre-mitigation assessment (Appendix F) 
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Site allocation policy assessment for LEA.2 

SA Objective Site policy 
assessment Rationale 

SA1 Climate 
change - 

The proposal would deliver a minimum of 974 dwellings on greenfield land and 
generate additional construction and transport-related emissions. Although 
active travel, public transport and sustainable design measures are proposed, 
significant residual adverse effects are likely to remain. 

SA2 Flood risk 0 
Most of the site lies within Flood Zone 1, although smaller areas are affected by 
Flood Zones 2 and 3 and surface water flood risk. SuDS, attenuation and 
drainage measures are required to manage runoff and flood risk. 

SA3 
Biodiversity & 
geodiversity 

- 
Development would result in habitat loss and fragmentation associated with 
large-scale greenfield residential development. Retention of hedgerows, trees, 
watercourse corridors, SUDs, GI and BNG measures would provide mitigation. 

SA4 Landscape - 

The allocation would extend development into a sensitive Green Belt and 
settlement-edge landscape. The site's rising topography would increase its 
visibility from nearby settlements. Landscape-led masterplanning, open space 
and structural planting would provide mitigation, although adverse effects on 
landscape character are likely. 

SA5 Cultural 
heritage - 

Development may affect the setting of the Royal Leamington Spa Conservation 
Area and the character of the northern approach to the town.  Consideration 
should be given to the Listed Buildings of Old Milverton and Guy’s Cliffe 
Registered Park and Garden.  

SA6 Pollution - Increased traffic, construction activity and residential development may increase 
noise, air quality and amenity effects. 

SA7 Natural 
resources -- The proposal would result in the irreversible loss of a substantial area of 

greenfield land and permanent alteration of the existing land use. 

SA8 Waste -- Residential development at this scale would generate significant construction 
and household waste over the lifetime of the development. 

SA9 Housing ++ 
Significant positive effects are identified through delivery of a minimum of 974 
homes, including mixed housing types with appropriate affordable housing 
provision. 

SA10 Health + 

The proposal would increase demand for local health and community 
infrastructure. However, extensive open space, active travel links and 
recreational provision such as playing pitches would help mitigate these impacts 
by promoting healthy lifestyles, while safeguarding land for potential hospital 
expansion and NHS use of the community and leisure centre if required. 

SA11 
Accessibility - The allocation would increase traffic movements and require substantial 

transport mitigation. Active travel and public transport enhancements are 
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SA Objective Site policy 
assessment Rationale 

proposed, although the site would continue to generate significant vehicular 
trips. 

SA12 Education - 

The proposal is likely to increase demand for education facilities.  Provision of an 
on-site primary school has been allocated and may reduce some pressure on 
primary school facilities.  Mitigation would require sufficient secondary school 
capacity at North Leamington Secondary School or an alternative secondary 
school provision. 

SA13 Economy + 
Positive effects are identified through the provision of non-strategic employment 
land, a food store, construction activity, housing delivery, local centre provision 
and associated economic growth. 

Overall sustainability effects 

 Proposal LEA.2 Land North of Leamington Spa (Milverton) (assessed in the SA as SG06) 
is one of the urban extensions intended to deliver a minimum of 974 homes, supporting 
infrastructure and extensive public open space.  

 Significant positive effects are identified in relation to housing through delivery of new 
market and affordable homes. Minor positive effects are anticipated for health and 
wellbeing and the economy, owing to the provision of non-strategic employment land, 
expansive public open space and new infrastructure including the potential NHS hospital 
expansion. 

 However, significant adverse effects are identified in relation to climate change, natural 
resources and waste. The proposal would involve substantial greenfield land take and 
additional construction and transport-related emissions associated with strategic-scale 
residential growth. 

 While the provision of a new primary school is expected to have positive effects on 
education provision, the scale of the proposed development is likely to generate demand 
beyond primary education capacity, including for secondary school. As such, residual 
adverse effects in relation to education are likely to remain. 

 Likely adverse effects are also identified in relation to biodiversity, landscape, cultural 
heritage, pollution, accessibility and education. Although mitigation measures are 
embedded within the policy framework, including the provision of green corridors, public 
open space, sustainable drainage and active travel infrastructure, residual adverse effects 
are still likely to remain in relation to several environmental objectives. 
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 Proposal LEA.3 (SG05) – Leamington Spa - Land to East (Lillington) 

Pre-mitigation assessment (Appendix F) 
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Site allocation policy assessment for LEA.3 

SA Objective Site policy 
assessment Rationale 

SA1 Climate 
change -- 

The proposal would deliver a minimum of 1,455 dwellings on greenfield land and 
generate additional construction and transport-related emissions. Although 
sustainable transport, active travel and net zero measures and principles of 20-
minute-neighbourhood are proposed, significant residual adverse effects are 
likely to remain. 

SA2 Flood risk + The site lies within Flood Zone 1 and incorporates SuDS and surface water 
management measures to manage runoff and drainage. 

SA3 Biodiversity 
& geodiversity - 

Development would result in habitat loss and fragmentation associated with 
greenfield residential development. Retention of mature trees, hedgerows, public 
open space and BNG measures would provide mitigation. 

SA4 Landscape - 
The allocation would extend development into a sensitive Green Belt and 
settlement edge landscape. Landscape-led design, substantial public open 
space and GI would provide mitigation, although adverse effects on landscape 
character and settlement setting are likely. 

SA5 Cultural 
heritage - 

Development may affect the setting of nearby conservation areas and the wider 
historic landscape. Mitigation through layout, landscape treatment and 
masterplanning would be required. 

SA6 Pollution - 
Increased traffic, construction activity and residential development may increase 
noise, air quality and amenity effects. Existing nearby industrial activities may 
also affect residential amenity. 

SA7 Natural 
resources -- The proposal would result in the irreversible loss of a substantial area of 

greenfield land and permanent alteration of the existing land use. 

SA8 Waste -- Residential development at this scale would generate significant construction 
and household waste over the lifetime of the development. 

SA9 Housing ++ Significant positive effects are identified through delivery of a minimum of 1,455 
homes, including substantial affordable housing provision. 

SA10 Health + 
The proposal would increase demand for local health and community 
infrastructure. Expansive public open space including a new community park, 
active travel links such as cycle and walking routes and access to Newbold 
Comyn Country Park would provide mitigation and support healthy lifestyles. 

SA11 
Accessibility - 

The allocation would increase traffic movements and require transport mitigation. 
Walking, cycling and public transport enhancements are proposed, although the 
site would continue to generate significant vehicular trips. 

SA12 Education - Additional pressure on education infrastructure is likely, despite provision of land 
for a new primary school and contributions towards wider education capacity. 
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SA Objective Site policy 
assessment Rationale 

SA13 Economy + Positive effects are identified through construction activity, housing delivery, 
local centre provision and associated economic growth. 

Overall sustainability effects 

 Proposal LEA.3 Leamington Spa East (assessed in the SA as SG05) has been assessed 
as a strategic residential allocation intended to deliver a minimum of 1,455 homes, 
supporting infrastructure and extensive public open space. 

 Significant positive effects are identified in relation to housing through delivery of new 
market and affordable homes.  Positive effects are identified in relation to the economy 
and health, as the provision of local health and community infrastructure, alongside 
housing delivery and construction activity, is expected to support economic growth, 
improve access to essential services, and promote healthier lifestyles. 

 However, significant adverse effects are identified in relation to climate change, natural 
resources and waste. The proposal would involve substantial greenfield land take and 
additional construction and transport-related emissions associated with strategic-scale 
residential growth. 

 Likely adverse effects are also identified in relation to biodiversity, landscape, cultural 
heritage, pollution, accessibility and education. Although mitigation measures are 
embedded within the policy framework, including public open space, biodiversity 
enhancement, sustainable drainage and active travel infrastructure, residual adverse 
effects are likely to remain in relation to several environmental objectives. 

 Proposal COV.1 (SG01) – South of Coventry 

Pre-mitigation assessment (Appendix F) 
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Site allocation policy assessment for COV.1 

SA objective Site policy 
assessment Rationale 

SA1 Climate 
change -- 

Strategic-scale greenfield development, construction emissions and long-term 
transport demand result in a significant residual adverse effect despite 
embedded sustainable transport and net zero measures. 

SA2 Flood risk + 
Flood Zones 2 and 3 are excluded from built development and the allocation 
incorporates SuDS, flood storage and drainage requirements, supporting a 
positive residual effect. 
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SA objective Site policy 
assessment Rationale 

SA3 
Biodiversity & 
geodiversity 

- 

The allocation will retain and enhance ‘The Pools’ and ‘Whitefield Coppice’ LWS, 
whilst also incorporating biodiversity mitigation and enhancement measures, 
including a 236 ha biodiversity enhancement area, GI corridors, woodland park 
provision, habitat buffering and BNG. Development must also conserve the 
Gibbet Hill Middle Quarry Local Geological Site (LGS). However, residual 
uncertainty and potential adverse effects remain due to the scale of the 
development and its proximity to sensitive ecological assets. 

SA4 
Landscape -- 

The allocation would introduce substantial built development into open 
countryside south of Coventry, resulting in a significant residual adverse effect 
despite landscape mitigation and design requirements. 

SA5 Cultural 
heritage - Mitigation and design requirements reduce potential effects on heritage assets 

and their settings, although residual adverse effects may still occur. 

SA6 Pollution - 
Noise, air quality and amenity impacts associated with transport infrastructure, 
HS2, railway infrastructure and operational activities are likely to result in a 
residual adverse effect despite mitigation requirements. 

SA7 Natural 
resources -- The allocation would result in substantial and irreversible greenfield land take, 

resulting in a significant residual adverse effect on natural resources. 

SA8 Waste - Construction and occupation of the allocation would generate waste and 
increase resource demand, resulting in a residual adverse effect. 

SA9 Housing ++ The allocation would deliver approximately 4,015 homes including affordable 
housing provision, resulting in a significant positive effect. 

SA10 Health ++ 
Public open space, active travel infrastructure, sports provision, access to green 
infrastructure and community facilities, including GP provision within the 
neighbourhood centres, support a positive residual effect by encouraging healthy 
lifestyles. 

SA11 
Accessibility ++ 

The allocation incorporates strategic public transport infrastructure, active travel 
links, neighbourhood centres and multimodal connectivity, resulting in a 
significant positive effect. 

SA12 
Education ++ 

The allocation includes substantial on-site education provision including two 
primary schools and one secondary schools with post-16 capacity, resulting in a 
significant positive effect. 

SA13 Economy ++ The allocation would support employment provision, local services, infrastructure 
investment and construction activity, resulting in a significant positive effect. 

Overall sustainability effects 

 Proposal COV.1 South of Coventry (assessed in the SA as SG01) has been assessed as 
a strategic residential allocation intended to deliver approximately 4,500 homes, 
supporting infrastructure and an extensive biodiversity enhancement area. 

 The appraisal identifies significant positive effects in relation to housing, accessibility, 
education and the economy. This reflects the scale of housing and employment provision 
together with strategic transport, education and community infrastructure incorporated 
within the allocation. 

 Positive effects are also identified in relation to health and flood risk, reflecting the 
incorporation of public open space, active travel infrastructure, recreational facilities, GP 
provision, GI and drainage measures. 
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 However, significant residual adverse effects remain in relation to climate change, 
landscape and natural resources due to the scale of greenfield development, irreversible 
land take and the introduction of substantial built development into open countryside south 
of Coventry. Residual adverse effects may also remain in relation to biodiversity, cultural 
heritage, pollution and waste despite embedded mitigation measures. 

 Proposal COV.2 (SG03) – Coventry Airport 

Pre-mitigation assessment (Appendix F) 
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Site allocation policy assessment for COV.2 

SA Objective Site policy 
assessment Rationale 

SA1 Climate 
change +/- 

Strategic-scale employment development would increase construction, operational 
and transport-related emissions. However, the site benefits from existing 
infrastructure and incorporates sustainable transport, EV charging points and low-
carbon design measures. 

SA2 Flood risk + 
The site is wholly within Flood Zone 1. While surface water flood risk constraints 
may affect parts of the wider site area, a comprehensive FRA and drainage 
strategy incorporating SuDS would be required. 

SA3 
Biodiversity & 
geodiversity 

0 

The site comprises an existing airport environment with substantial existing 
infrastructure and disturbance influences. Development may result in localised 
habitat loss and fragmentation in parts of the site; however, green and blue 
infrastructure delivery, retention of natural assets and BNG requirements provide 
opportunities for ecological enhancement. 

SA4 
Landscape 0 

The site is influenced by the existing airport, strategic infrastructure and urban 
edge influences. Although development may alter local landscape character and 
views, significant landscape effects are not anticipated overall. 

SA5 Cultural 
heritage - 

Development may affect the setting of Baginton Conservation Area, listed 
buildings and scheduled monuments. High quality design and landscaping 
mitigation would be required. 

SA6 Pollution - 
Increased traffic, operational activity, lighting and noise may adversely affect 
nearby receptors and environmental quality. Mitigation measures are required 
through the policy framework. 

SA7 Natural 
resources - While the site is partially developed, the proposal would result in the loss of a 

proportion of greenfield land, although of lower-quality soils. 

SA8 Waste +/- 
Construction and operational activities would generate waste, although 
opportunities for sustainable waste management and resource efficiency may 
arise. 

SA9 Housing 0 The allocation does not provide housing. 

SA10 Health 0 Increased traffic, noise and operational activity may adversely affect nearby 
amenity. GI and active travel measures may provide some mitigation. 
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SA Objective Site policy 
assessment Rationale 

SA11 
Accessibility - 

The development is likely to generate additional vehicular movements and 
increase demand on the transport network. Although the policy includes a 
comprehensive package of highway, public transport and active travel 
improvements, the scale of the development means that residual transport-related 
effects are likely to remain. 

SA12 
Education 0 The employment-led allocation is unlikely to generate substantial direct demand 

for education infrastructure. 

SA13 Economy +/- 
Positive economic effects are likely through employment generation, advanced 
manufacturing growth and investment opportunities. However, the overall scale 
and nature of employment delivered remain uncertain at this stage compared to 
the current employment activities on the site. 

Overall sustainability effects 

 Proposal COV.2 Coventry Airport (assessed in the SA as SG03) is a strategic employment 
allocation intended to support advanced manufacturing, engineering and innovation-
related growth associated with the West Midlands Investment Zone. 

 The overall effect in relation to climate change and waste is uncertain. The proposal would 
support employment growth and investment opportunities, which are likely to result in 
construction, operational and transport-related emissions and waste generation. However, 
the exact nature of future occupiers and associated emissions and waste streams are not 
yet known. 

 The site comprises the current Coventry Airport which is being closed. While the proposal 
sets out a range of new employment floorspace, it is uncertain whether there would be a 
net positive or negative effect on employment provision and economic activity compared 
to the current land use. 

 Overall neutral effects are identified in relation to biodiversity, landscape, housing, health 
and education, taking into account the employment growth proposals alongside the 
existing urban location of the site and enhancements set out in the proposal requirements.  

 Although mitigation measures are embedded within the policy framework, residual adverse 
effects are likely to remain in relation to several environmental objectives. Likely adverse 
effects are identified in relation to cultural heritage, pollution, natural resources and 
accessibility. The allocation would involve substantial development activity, increased 
traffic generation and environmental effects associated with strategic employment 
development. 



Regulation 19 SA of the SWLP – Appendix I: Policies   July 2026 
LC-1421_SWLP_R19_SA_Appendix I_Policies_24_140726BT.docx 

© Lepus Consulting for Stratford-on-Avon District and Warwick District Councils I100 

 Proposal COV.3 (SGCOV.3) – South of Coventry (Kings Hill) 

Pre-mitigation assessment (Appendix F) 
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Site allocation policy assessment for COV.3 

SA Objective Site policy 
assessment Rationale 

SA1 Climate 
change -- 

The proposal would deliver a minimum of 4,000 dwellings and associated 
infrastructure on greenfield land, generating substantial construction and 
transport-related emissions. Although development is required to maximise micro-
generation through the likes of solar roofs and air source heat pumps and 
sustainable transport and design measures are proposed, significant residual 
adverse effects are likely to remain. 

SA2 Flood risk + 

Most of the site lies within Flood Zone 1, although smaller areas are affected by 
Flood Zones 2 and 3 and surface water flood risk. SuDS, attenuation and drainage 
measures are required to manage runoff and flood risk. In addition, development 
is expected to align with recommendations set out in the Kings Hill Masterplan and 
Design Code. 

SA3 
Biodiversity & 
geodiversity 

-- 

Development has potential to affect the on-site ‘Wainbody Wood’ LWS and 
Ancient Woodland which may result in localised habitat loss and fragmentation in 
parts of the site. Retention and enhancement measures are proposed including 
the delivery of green corridors and GBI, although significant residual effects may 
remain. 

SA4 
Landscape - 

The allocation would extend development into the rural landscape of Kings Hill. 
Development is expected to align with the landscape and visual impact 
consideration addressed in the Kings hill Master Plan and Design Code, including 
landscape, visual and heritage considerations. While these measures are 
expected to reduce adverse effects, development would still alter the site's existing 
character, resulting in a residual minor negative effect. 

SA5 Cultural 
heritage -- 

Development may affect the heritage significance and setting of the three on-site 
Grade II listed buildings, the scheduled monument, the Stoneleigh Road 
Conservation Area and the King's Hill Lane heritage edge. The policy requires 
development to accord with the Masterplan and Design Code, which incorporates 
measures to protect and, where appropriate, enhance these heritage assets, 
including setbacks from the scheduled monument. However, despite these 
mitigation measures, significant residual effects are likely to remain. 

SA6 Pollution - 
Increased traffic, operational activity, lighting and noise may adversely affect 
nearby receptors and environmental quality. Mitigation measures are required 
through the policy framework. 

SA7 Natural 
resources -- The proposal would result in the irreversible loss of a substantial area of greenfield 

land associated with strategic-scale development. 

SA8 Waste -- Large-scale residential development would generate significant construction and 
operational waste over the lifetime of the development. 
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SA Objective Site policy 
assessment Rationale 

SA9 Housing ++ Significant positive effects are identified through delivery of a minimum of 4,000 
homes, including affordable housing. 

SA10 Health + 
Increased traffic and noise activity may affect nearby amenity. GI, public open 
space, sport provisions, active travel measures and the provisions of a GP surgery 
and community centre may provide some mitigation. 

SA11 
Accessibility +/- 

The development is likely to generate additional vehicular movements and 
increase demand on the transport network. Although the policy requires a 
multimodal transport network, including provision for walking, cycling, buses and 
very light rail, alongside highway improvements and enhanced bus services. 
These measures are expected to improve accessibility; however, the scale of the 
development means that residual transport-related effects are likely to remain. 

SA12 
Education ++ 

Significant positive effects are identified through provision of two primary schools, 
provision for a secondary school with post-16 and specialist provision, with 
sufficient land available for expansion.  

SA13 Economy + Significant positive effects are identified through delivery and construction of 
housing, schools, community infrastructure and associated economic growth. 

Overall sustainability effects 

 Proposal COV.3 Land South of Coventry - Kings Hill (assessed in the SA as COV.3) has 
been assessed as a large-scale strategic residential allocation intended to deliver a 
minimum of 4,000 homes, schools, community infrastructure and substantial areas of 
public open space. 

 Significant positive effects are identified in relation to housing and education through 
delivery of new homes, schools and associated supporting infrastructure. Positive effects 
are also identified for health through provision of a GP surgery, extensive GI, sports 
provision, community facilities and active travel connectivity. 

 However, significant adverse effects are identified in relation to climate change, natural 
resources, biodiversity and waste. The proposal would involve substantial greenfield land 
take and additional construction and transport-related emissions associated with strategic-
scale development, alongside potential effects on ecological assets associated with the 
on-site ‘Wainbody Wood’ LWS and Ancient Woodland. Similarly, adverse effects are likely 
for cultural heritage, as the site contains Grade II listed buildings and a Scheduled 
Monument, and development is likely to affect the historic setting.  

 Likely adverse effects are also identified in relation to landscape, accessibility and 
pollution. Embedded mitigation measures include following the adopted Kings Hill 
Masterplan and Design Code, sustainable drainage, GBI networks and active travel 
connectivity intended to support healthier lifestyles, connectivity and long-term 
environmental enhancement. 
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 Proposal SOU.1 (SG12) – Land to the East of Southam 

Pre-mitigation assessment (Appendix F) 
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SG12 -- 0 - - - - -- -- ++ - - - ++ 

Site allocation policy assessment for SOU.1 

SA Objective Site policy 
assessment Rationale 

SA1 Climate 
change -- 

The proposal would deliver a minimum of 3,122 dwellings, employment land and 
associated infrastructure on greenfield land, generating substantial construction 
and transport-related emissions. Although sustainable transport and landscape-
led measures are proposed, significant residual adverse effects are likely to 
remain. 

SA2 Flood risk 0 
Parts of the allocation are affected by fluvial and surface water flood risk. 
Development is directed towards lower risk areas and incorporates SuDS, 
attenuation and flood meadow creation to manage runoff and downstream 
effects. 

SA3 
Biodiversity & 
geodiversity 

- 
Development would result in habitat loss and fragmentation associated with 
strategic-scale greenfield development. However, the allocation includes 
opportunities for biodiversity enhancement, habitat creation and improved 
ecological connectivity. 

SA4 Landscape - 
The allocation would extend development into the rural landscape surrounding 
Southam. Landscape-led masterplanning, woodland planting, hedgerow 
enhancement and settlement separation measures would provide mitigation. 

SA5 Cultural 
heritage - 

Development may affect archaeological remains and the setting of heritage 
assets associated with Southam and the wider rural landscape. Investigation 
and mitigation measures would be required. 

SA6 Pollution - Construction activity, traffic growth and proximity to quarry operations may 
increase noise, air quality and amenity effects. 

SA7 Natural 
resources -- The proposal would result in the irreversible loss of a substantial area of 

greenfield land associated with strategic-scale development. 

SA8 Waste -- Large-scale residential and mixed-use development would generate significant 
construction and operational waste over the lifetime of the development. 

SA9 Housing ++ 
Significant positive effects are identified through delivery of a minimum of 3,080 
homes, including affordable housing and specialist accommodation provision, 
and 13 Gypsy and Traveller pitches. 

SA10 Health + 
The proposal incorporates extensive public open space, sports provision, 
community facilities, active travel infrastructure and GI networks which would 
support healthy lifestyles and wellbeing. 

SA11 
Accessibility +/- 

The proposal includes active travel improvements, local centres, schools and 
public transport enhancements. However, significant transport infrastructure 
improvements would also be required given the scale of development. 

SA12 
Education ++ Significant positive effects are identified through provision of three primary 

schools, a secondary school and expansion of Southam College. 
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SA Objective Site policy 
assessment Rationale 

SA13 Economy ++ 
Significant positive effects are identified through delivery and construction of 
housing, employment land, schools, community infrastructure and associated 
economic growth. 

Overall sustainability effects 

 Proposal SOU.1 Land to the East of Southam (assessed in the SA as SG12) has been 
assessed as a large-scale strategic mixed-use allocation intended to deliver a minimum of 
3,080 homes, employment land, schools, community infrastructure and substantial areas 
of public open space. 

 Significant positive effects are identified in relation to housing, education and economy 
through delivery of new homes, schools, employment land and associated supporting 
infrastructure. Positive effects are also identified for health through provision of extensive 
GI, sports provision, community facilities and active travel connectivity. 

 However, significant adverse effects are identified in relation to climate change, natural 
resources and waste. The proposal would involve substantial greenfield land take and 
additional construction and transport-related emissions associated with strategic-scale 
development. 

 Likely adverse effects are also identified in relation to biodiversity, landscape, cultural 
heritage and pollution. Embedded mitigation measures include landscape-led 
masterplanning, biodiversity enhancement, woodland planting, sustainable drainage, GI 
networks and active travel connectivity intended to support ecological connectivity, 
healthier lifestyles and long-term environmental enhancement. 

 Proposal STR.1 (SG18N) – Stratford-upon-Avon North 

Pre-mitigation assessment (Appendix F) 
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Site allocation policy assessment for STR.1 

SA objective Site policy 
assessment Rationale 

SA1 Climate 
change -- 

The proposal would result in substantial construction emissions, operational 
energy demand and increased transport movements associated with strategic-
scale residential development. Sustainable design measures, renewable energy 
and active travel provision would provide mitigation but are unlikely to avoid a 
significant adverse effect overall. 
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SA objective Site policy 
assessment Rationale 

SA2 Flood risk +/- 
Parts of the site are located within Flood Zones 2 and 3. Policy requirements 
relating to SuDS, flood risk avoidance and drainage design are expected to 
reduce effects, although residual risks associated with flood management and 
surface water remain. 

SA3 
Biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity 

- 
Development would result in the loss of greenfield land and may affect mature 
trees, hedgerows and habitat connectivity. However, dedicated BNG land, 
orchard creation and GI provision is expected to provide mitigation and 
opportunities for enhancement. 

SA4 
Landscape -- 

Development would extend Stratford-upon-Avon into a currently open landscape 
setting and alter the character of the Green Belt edge. Embedded mitigation 
including landscape buffers, orchard planting, retention of key landscape 
features and integration with Welcombe Hills Country Park is expected to reduce 
effects, although significant adverse residual effects are likely to remain. 

SA5 Cultural 
heritage - 

Potential effects may arise in relation to the setting of nearby listed buildings and 
the non-designated Clopton Park. Policy safeguards and heritage assessment 
requirements are expected to reduce the likelihood of substantial harm. 

SA6 Pollution - 
The site may experience adverse effects associated with noise and air pollution 
from the A46 together with increased traffic movements arising from 
development. Mitigation through setbacks, screening and sustainable transport 
measures is identified. 

SA7 Natural 
resources -- 

Development would result in the irreversible loss of Green Belt and undeveloped 
land together with increased demand for materials and resources associated 
with housing and infrastructure delivery. 

SA8 Waste - 
Construction and occupation of the development would generate additional 
waste arisings. Waste management measures may reduce effects, but adverse 
effects are likely overall. 

SA9 Housing ++ 
The proposal would deliver approximately 770 homes including affordable 
housing, making a substantial contribution towards identified housing needs 
within the plan area. 

SA10 Health + 
Provision of public open space, allotments, community orchards, active travel 
routes and access to Welcombe Hills Country Park is likely to support health and 
wellbeing outcomes. 

SA11 
Accessibility ++ 

Active travel connections, integration with the surrounding urban area and 
provision of local facilities would improve accessibility to services, recreation 
opportunities and sustainable transport networks. 

SA12 
Education ++ Delivery of a new primary school would generate significant positive effects in 

relation to education provision and accessibility. 

SA13 Economy + 
Construction activity, visitor-related uses associated with Welcombe Hills 
Country Park and increased local expenditure would provide positive economic 
effects. 

Overall sustainability effects 

 Proposal STR.1 Stratford-upon-Avon North (assessed in the SA as SG18N) has been 
identified as a strategic residential-led urban extension capable of delivering approximately 
770 homes together with a new education provision, public open space, active travel 
infrastructure and a gateway connection to Welcombe Hills Country Park. The proposal 
also includes substantial GI measures, BNG, community orchards and recreational 
facilities intended to create a distinctive landscape-led development. 
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 The allocation incorporates a broad framework of embedded mitigation and infrastructure 
provision, including active travel connections, landscape buffers, biodiversity 
enhancement measures, flood risk management and heritage safeguards. The proposal 
is therefore likely to generate positive effects in relation to housing, health, accessibility, 
education and the local economy. 

 However, the proposal would also result in the permanent loss of Green Belt and greenfield 
land and introduce substantial urban development into an open landscape setting at the 
edge of Stratford-upon-Avon. Residual adverse effects are identified in relation to climate 
change, flood risk, biodiversity, landscape, pollution and natural resources. While 
embedded mitigation and policy safeguards would reduce some effects, adverse residual 
effects are likely to remain overall. 

 Proposal STR.2 (SG19) – Southeast of Stratford-upon-Avon 

Pre-mitigation assessment (Appendix F) 
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Site allocation policy assessment for STR.2 

SA objective Site policy 
assessment Rationale 

SA1 Climate 
change -- 

The scale of residential development, associated infrastructure and transport 
requirements would generate substantial construction emissions, operational 
energy demand and increased traffic movements. Active travel provision, density 
requirements and the mobility hub would provide mitigation but are unlikely to 
avoid a significant adverse effect overall. 

SA2 Flood risk +/- 
Surface water drainage strategies and sewerage infrastructure requirements 
provide mitigation. However, the scale of development and extent of new 
hardstanding may still result in residual adverse effects associated with surface 
water runoff and drainage infrastructure capacity. 

SA3 
Biodiversity and 
geodiversity 

- 

Development would result in the loss of greenfield land and may affect 
hedgerows, tree belts and habitat connectivity. Policy safeguards relating to 
Bridgetown Woodland and Meadows, the disused railway corridor and BNG-
focused public parkland are expected to reduce effects and provide opportunities 
for enhancement. 

SA4 Landscape -- 

Development would introduce substantial urban expansion to the southeast of 
Stratford-upon-Avon and alter the character of the surrounding rural landscape. 
Mitigation relating to skyline protection, retention of green buffers and 
landscape-led masterplanning is expected to reduce effects, although significant 
adverse residual effects are likely to remain. 

SA5 Cultural 
heritage - 

Potential effects may arise in relation to the setting of nearby listed buildings and 
the surrounding historic rural landscape. Policy safeguards and masterplanning 
requirements are expected to reduce the likelihood of substantial harm. 
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SA objective Site policy 
assessment Rationale 

SA6 Pollution - 
Increased traffic movements and construction activity may result in adverse 
effects associated with air quality and noise pollution. Sustainable transport 
measures and strategic masterplanning provide mitigation. 

SA7 Natural 
resources -- 

Development would result in the irreversible loss of a substantial area of 
undeveloped and agricultural land together with increased demand for materials 
and resources associated with strategic-scale housing and infrastructure 
delivery. 

SA8 Waste - 
Construction and occupation of the development would generate additional 
waste arisings. Waste minimisation measures may reduce effects, but adverse 
effects are likely overall. 

SA9 Housing ++ 
The proposal would deliver approximately 2,800 homes together with Gypsy and 
Traveller pitches, making a substantial contribution towards identified housing 
needs within the plan area. 

SA10 Health + Provision of public open space, GI, active travel routes and an on-site health 
facility is likely to support health and wellbeing outcomes for future residents. 

SA11 
Accessibility ++ 

The proposal includes active travel infrastructure, a mobility hub, local facilities, 
education provision and improved connectivity, generating significant positive 
effects in relation to accessibility. 

SA12 
Education ++ Delivery of two new primary schools and a secondary school would generate 

significant positive effects in relation to education provision and accessibility. 

SA13 Economy ++ 
The proposal would support economic growth through construction activity, 
housing delivery and associated investment in infrastructure and community 
facilities. 

Overall sustainability effects 

 Proposal STR.2 Southeast of Stratford-upon-Avon (assessed in the SA as SG19) has 
been identified as a strategic residential-led mixed-use allocation capable of delivering 
approximately 2,800 homes together with substantial supporting infrastructure, including 
new schools, public open space, a mobility hub, active travel connections and community 
facilities. The proposal would also deliver Gypsy and Traveller pitches, strategic transport 
infrastructure and a significant area of biodiversity-focused parkland. 

 The allocation incorporates a broad framework of embedded mitigation and infrastructure 
provision, including landscape-led masterplanning, GI networks, biodiversity safeguards, 
active travel measures, enhanced vehicular access and surface water management 
requirements. The proposal is therefore likely to generate significant positive effects in 
relation to housing, accessibility, education and the economy together with positive effects 
for health and wellbeing. 

 However, the proposal would also result in substantial and permanent urban expansion 
into the rural landscape surrounding Stratford-upon-Avon. Residual adverse effects are 
identified in relation to climate change, biodiversity, landscape, pollution and natural 
resources due to extensive greenfield land take, increased transport movements and 
associated infrastructure requirements. While the policy framework includes substantial 
mitigation and design safeguards, adverse residual effects are likely to remain overall. 
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 Proposal STR.3 (SG18S) – Land to West of Stratford-upon-Avon 

Pre-mitigation assessment (Appendix F) 
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Site allocation policy assessment for STR.3 

SA objective Site policy 
assessment Rationale 

SA1 Climate 
change -- 

Residential development and associated infrastructure would generate substantial 
construction emissions, operational energy demand and increased traffic 
movements. Sustainable construction measures and active travel infrastructure 
provide mitigation but are unlikely to avoid a significant adverse effect overall. 

SA2 Flood risk +/- 
Surface water mitigation measures, including attenuation basins and drainage 
infrastructure, are expected to reduce flood risk effects. However, the scale of 
development and additional hardstanding may still generate residual adverse 
effects associated with surface water runoff and drainage capacity. 

SA3 
Biodiversity and 
geodiversity 

- 
Development would result in the loss of greenfield land and may affect mature 
trees, hedgerows and habitat connectivity. GI provision, community parkland and 
BNG measures are expected to reduce effects and provide opportunities for 
enhancement. 

SA4 Landscape -- 

Development would extend Stratford-upon-Avon into the surrounding rural 
landscape and alter the setting of the western edge of the town. Embedded 
mitigation including extensive open space, perimeter planting and landscape 
buffers is expected to reduce effects, although significant adverse residual effects 
are likely to remain. 

SA5 Cultural 
heritage - 

Potential effects may arise in relation to the setting of Shottery Conservation Area, 
Anne Hathaway’s Cottage and associated heritage assets. Policy safeguards and 
landscape-led masterplanning are expected to reduce the likelihood of substantial 
harm. 

SA6 Pollution - 
Increased traffic movements and construction activity may result in adverse effects 
associated with air quality and noise pollution. Sustainable transport measures 
and strategic masterplanning provide mitigation. 

SA7 Natural 
resources -- 

Development would result in the irreversible loss of undeveloped and agricultural 
land together with increased demand for materials and resources associated with 
housing and infrastructure delivery. 

SA8 Waste - 
Construction and occupation of the development would generate additional waste 
arisings. Waste management measures may reduce effects, but adverse effects 
are likely overall. 

SA9 Housing ++ The proposal would deliver approximately 580 homes, making a substantial 
contribution towards identified housing needs within the plan area. 

SA10 Health + Provision of extensive public open space, recreational routes, community orchards 
and active travel connections is likely to support health and wellbeing outcomes. 

SA11 
Accessibility + Active travel routes and integration with the surrounding urban area would improve 

access to services, facilities and sustainable transport networks. 
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SA objective Site policy 
assessment Rationale 

SA12 Education + The proposal would contribute towards education provision through infrastructure 
contributions aligned with local needs. 

SA13 Economy + Construction activity, housing delivery and associated investment in infrastructure 
and local services would support economic growth. 

Overall sustainability effects 

 Proposal STR.3 Land to West of Stratford-upon-Avon (assessed in the SA as SG18S) has 
been identified as a residential-led allocation intended to complement the wider planned 
growth of the western edge of Stratford-upon-Avon. The proposal would deliver 
approximately 580 homes together with substantial public open space, active travel 
infrastructure and an extension to the existing community park, creating a significant 
recreational and GI asset for the town. 

 The allocation incorporates a range of embedded mitigation measures including perimeter 
planting, green buffers, biodiversity enhancement, sustainable drainage infrastructure and 
landscape-led masterplanning. The proposal is therefore likely to generate positive effects 
in relation to housing, health, accessibility, education and the economy. 

 However, the proposal would also result in the permanent loss of undeveloped land and 
expansion of the urban edge into the surrounding rural landscape. Residual adverse 
effects are identified in relation to climate change, biodiversity, landscape, pollution and 
natural resources due to greenfield land take, increased transport movements and 
associated infrastructure requirements. Potential effects relating to the setting of nearby 
heritage assets, including Shottery Conservation Area and Anne Hathaway’s Cottage, 
have also been identified. While embedded mitigation and policy safeguards would reduce 
some effects, adverse residual effects are likely to remain overall. 

 Proposal WAR.1 (SG08) – Land to West of Warwick 

Pre-mitigation assessment (Appendix F) 
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SG08 - - -- - -- - -- - ++ - -- - + 

Site allocation policy assessment for WAR.1 

SA Objective Site policy 
assessment Rationale 

SA1 Climate 
change - 

The proposal would deliver a minimum of 493 dwellings on greenfield land and 
generate additional construction and transport-related emissions. Although 
sustainable design, active travel and public transport measures are proposed, 
residual adverse effects are likely to remain. 
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SA Objective Site policy 
assessment Rationale 

SA2 Flood risk +/- 
A significant proportion of the site is affected by flood risk associated with the 
Gog Brook corridor. Development is directed away from higher risk areas and 
incorporates SuDS and flood management measures to mitigate effects, but 
potential adverse effects may remain. 

SA3 
Biodiversity & 
geodiversity 

-- 

Development has potential to affect the Gog Brook Local Wildlife Site, adjacent 
and potential Local Wildlife Sites associated with Warwick Racecourse, and 
habitats supporting bats and ecological connectivity. Retention and 
enhancement measures are proposed, although significant residual effects may 
remain. 

SA4 Landscape - 
The allocation would extend development into an open landscape setting 
adjacent to Warwick Racecourse and the edge of Warwick. Structural 
landscaping and a country park would provide mitigation, although adverse 
effects on landscape character are likely. 

SA5 Cultural 
heritage - 

Development may affect the setting of the Warwick Conservation Area, Warwick 
Castle, St Mary’s Church and associated historic landscapes. Landscape buffers 
and sensitive design would be required to minimise effects. 

SA6 Pollution - 
The site is affected by noise and air pollution associated with the A46 and 
Hampton Road. Additional traffic and construction activity may increase pollution 
and amenity effects. 

SA7 Natural 
resources -- The proposal would result in the irreversible loss of a substantial area of 

greenfield land and permanent alteration of the existing land use. 

SA8 Waste - Residential development at this scale would generate significant construction 
and household waste over the lifetime of the development. 

SA9 Housing ++ Significant positive effects are identified through delivery of a minimum of 493 
homes and associated supporting infrastructure. 

SA10 Health + 
The proposal includes extensive public open space, a country park, active travel 
links, recreational provision and enhanced access to GI which would support 
healthy lifestyles and wellbeing. 

SA11 
Accessibility +/- 

The site benefits from proposed pedestrian and cycle links to Warwick Parkway 
Station and the wider urban area. However, the proposal would also generate 
additional traffic movements and require highway mitigation. 

SA12 Education - Additional demand for education provision is likely and financial contributions 
towards education infrastructure would be required. 

SA13 Economy + Positive effects are identified through construction activity, housing delivery and 
associated economic growth. 

Overall sustainability effects 

 Proposal WAR.1 Land to West of Warwick (assessed in the SA as SG08) has been 
assessed as a strategic residential allocation intended to deliver a minimum of 493 homes, 
supporting infrastructure and substantial areas of public open space. 

 Significant positive effects are identified in relation to housing through delivery of new 
homes and associated infrastructure. Positive effects are also identified for health through 
delivery of extensive public open space, recreational provision and active travel 
connectivity. 
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 However, significant adverse effects are identified in relation to climate change, 
biodiversity, natural resources and waste. The proposal would involve substantial 
greenfield land take and additional construction and transport-related emissions 
associated with strategic-scale residential growth, alongside potential effects on ecological 
assets associated with the Gog Brook corridor and nearby Local Wildlife Sites. 

 Likely adverse effects are also identified in relation to landscape, cultural heritage, pollution 
and education. Embedded mitigation measures include substantial public open space, a 
country park, biodiversity enhancement, flood management measures and active travel 
infrastructure intended to support landscape integration, ecological connectivity and 
healthier lifestyles. 

 Proposal WEL.1 (SG15) – Land to the North of Wellesbourne 

Pre-mitigation assessment (Appendix F) 
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Site allocation policy assessment for WEL.1 

SA objective Site policy 
assessment Rationale 

SA1 Climate 
change -- 

The scale of residential and employment development would generate 
substantial construction emissions, operational energy demand and increased 
transport movements. Active travel measures, public transport improvements 
and higher-density development provide mitigation but are not considered 
sufficient to avoid a likely significant adverse effect overall. 

SA2 Flood risk +/- 

The policy framework incorporates extensive flood risk mitigation, including 
avoidance of higher-risk areas, SuDS, attenuation features and flood meadow 
creation. However, the scale of development and extent of new hardstanding 
may still generate residual adverse effects associated with surface water 
management and drainage. 

SA3 
Biodiversity and 
geodiversity 

- 

Development would result in the loss of agricultural land and may affect 
hedgerows, mature trees and ecological connectivity. However, significant GI 
provision, woodland creation, habitat enhancement and BNG requirements are 
expected to reduce effects and provide opportunities for ecological 
enhancement. 

SA4 Landscape - 

Development would introduce substantial urban expansion to the north of 
Wellesbourne, resulting in landscape and visual change. Embedded mitigation 
relating to the River Dene corridor, woodland buffers, retention of public rights of 
way and protection of key landscape features is expected to reduce effects, 
although adverse residual effects are likely to remain. 

SA5 Cultural 
heritage - 

Potential effects may arise in relation to the setting of Charlecote Park 
Registered Park and Garden and the surrounding rural landscape. Policy 
safeguards and masterplanning requirements are expected to reduce the 
potential for significant harm. 
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SA objective Site policy 
assessment Rationale 

SA6 Pollution - 
Increased traffic movements and construction activity may result in adverse 
effects associated with air quality and noise pollution. Mitigation through 
sustainable transport infrastructure and masterplanning is identified. 

SA7 Natural 
resources -- 

Development would result in the irreversible loss of a substantial area of 
undeveloped and agricultural land together with increased demand for materials 
and resources associated with strategic-scale housing and infrastructure 
delivery. 

SA8 Waste - 
Construction and occupation of the development would generate additional 
waste arisings. Waste minimisation and modern construction practices may 
reduce effects but adverse effects are likely overall. 

SA9 Housing ++ 
The proposal would deliver a minimum of 1,331 homes together with Gypsy and 
Traveller pitches, making a substantial contribution towards identified housing 
needs within the plan area. 

SA10 Health + 
Provision of GI, sports facilities, active travel connections, public open space and 
potential health facilities is likely to support health and wellbeing outcomes for 
existing and future residents. 

SA11 
Accessibility ++ 

The proposal includes active travel connections, public transport improvements, 
a local centre, education provision and employment opportunities, improving 
access to services and facilities. 

SA12 
Education ++ Delivery of a new primary school with expansion capacity is likely to generate 

significant positive effects in relation to education provision and accessibility. 

SA13 Economy ++ 
The proposal would support economic growth through housing delivery, 
construction activity and the provision of employment land associated with the 
University of Warwick Wellesbourne Campus. 

Overall sustainability effects 

 Proposal WEL.1 Land North of Wellesbourne (assessed in the SA as SG15) has been 
identified as a strategic mixed-use allocation capable of delivering substantial housing, 
employment, education, community infrastructure and GI within the plan period. The 
proposal would deliver a minimum of 1,331 homes, Gypsy and Traveller pitches, a new 
primary school, employment land associated with the University of Warwick Wellesbourne 
Campus, public open space and supporting community facilities. 

 The allocation incorporates a comprehensive framework of embedded mitigation and 
infrastructure provision, including green and blue infrastructure corridors, active travel 
links, public transport enhancements, flood mitigation measures and protection of key 
landscape and ecological features. The proposal is therefore likely to generate positive 
effects in relation to housing, health, accessibility, education and the economy. 

 However, the proposal would also result in substantial and permanent changes to the rural 
landscape surrounding Wellesbourne. Residual adverse effects are identified in relation to 
climate change, biodiversity, landscape, pollution and natural resources due to extensive 
greenfield land take, increased traffic movements, urban expansion and associated 
infrastructure requirements. While the policy framework includes extensive mitigation and 
masterplanning requirements, adverse residual effects are likely to remain overall. 
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 Proposals STO.1, STO.2 & STO.3 (SG02) – Stoneleigh Employment 
Group 

Pre-mitigation assessment (Appendix F) 
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Site allocation policy assessment for STO.1, STO.2 & STO.3 

SA Objective Site policy 
assessment Rationale 

SA1 Climate 
change - 

Strategic-scale employment development would increase construction 
emissions, operational energy demand and transport-related emissions, 
including commuting and freight movements. Sustainable transport measures, 
active travel infrastructure and low-carbon energy opportunities provide 
mitigation but are unlikely to offset the adverse effects. 

SA2 Flood risk 0 
Parts of the wider site are affected by fluvial and surface water flood risk. Built 
development would be excluded from Flood Zones 2 and 3 and a 
comprehensive Flood Risk Assessment and drainage strategy required. 

SA3 
Biodiversity & 
geodiversity 

- 

The site lies close to sensitive ecological receptors including Kings Wood 
LWS/ancient woodland and the River Avon and Tributaries LWS. Although 
retention, enhancement, ecological management and BNG are required, 
adverse effects associated with habitat disturbance, fragmentation and 
urbanising influences are likely. 

SA4 
Landscape - 

The allocation would introduce substantial employment development into a 
sensitive rural and estate landscape associated with Stoneleigh village and 
Stoneleigh Abbey. Landscaping, vegetation retention and LVIA-led design would 
provide mitigation, although adverse effects on landscape character, views and 
settlement setting are likely. 

SA5 Cultural 
heritage -- 

The site lies within the setting of highly sensitive heritage assets, including 
Stoneleigh Abbey, its RPG, Stoneleigh Conservation Area, Stare Bridge 
Scheduled Monument and Pypes Mill House. Significant residual effects on 
heritage setting may remain despite mitigation. 

SA6 Pollution - 
Employment uses, traffic, lighting and operational activity may increase noise, air 
quality and amenity effects, including for nearby residents. Mitigation is required 
through the policy framework, but an adverse effect is likely to remain. 

SA7 Natural 
resources -- The proposal would result in the irreversible loss of a substantial area of 

greenfield land and permanent change to existing land use. 

SA8 Waste +/- 
Strategic-scale construction and employment activity would generate waste, 
although modern employment development may provide opportunities for more 
efficient waste management and resource use. 

SA9 Housing 0 The allocation does not provide housing. 

SA10 Health 0 
Increased traffic, noise, lighting and operational activity may adversely affect 
residential amenity. Open space, GI and active travel measures provide some 
mitigation, resulting in a neutral overall effect. 
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SA Objective Site policy 
assessment Rationale 

SA11 
Accessibility - 

The site would require substantial transport infrastructure and is likely to 
generate significant vehicular movements. Public transport and active travel 
improvements are proposed but are unlikely to remove accessibility constraints. 

SA12 
Education 0 The employment-led allocation is unlikely to generate direct demand for 

education infrastructure. 

SA13 Economy ++ 
Significant positive effects are identified through delivery of substantial 
employment land, intensification of Stoneleigh Park, infrastructure investment 
and job creation. 

Overall sustainability effects 

 Proposal STO.1, STO.2 and STO.3 Stoneleigh Employment Group (assessed in the SA 
as SG02) has been assessed as a strategic employment allocation intended to support 
long-term economic growth and infrastructure delivery. 

 Major positive effects are identified in relation to the economy through the delivery of 
substantial employment land, infrastructure investment and job creation. 

 However, likely adverse effects are identified in relation to climate change, biodiversity, 
landscape, pollution and accessibility. The allocation would involve substantial greenfield 
employment development within a sensitive rural and historic landscape and would 
generate increased traffic, operational activity and associated environmental effects. 

 Significant adverse effects are identified in relation to cultural heritage and natural 
resources. Although mitigation is embedded within the policy framework, including 
landscaping, ecological enhancement and sustainable transport measures, residual 
adverse effects are likely to remain due to the scale and permanence of the development. 

 Whilst the allocation is likely to generate construction and operational waste, the nature of 
future occupiers and associated waste streams is not yet known. The effect is identified 
for waste is uncertain. 


