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J.1

J.1.1

J.1.1.1

J.1.1.2

J.1.1.3

J.1.1.4

J.1.1.5

Introduction

Preface

The process which has been used to appraise reasonable alternative sites is sequenced
through two stages. Firstly, sites are assessed in terms of impacts on the baseline without
consideration of mitigation. Secondly, the appraisal findings are further assessed in light
of any relevant mitigation that is available through emerging South Warwickshire Local
Plan (SWLP) policies.

The pre-mitigation assessment provides a baseline assessment of each site and identifies
any local constraints. The pre-mitigation assessment does not consider mitigating factors
such as Local Plan policy. The purpose of this stage is to identify the impacts that will
need to be overcome for development to optimise sustainability performance.

The post-mitigation assessment considers how mitigating factors, including Local Plan
policy and other guidance, will help to avoid or reduce the impacts that were identified at
the pre-mitigation stage.

It is important to demonstrate the amount of mitigation that may be required to ensure a
site can optimise sustainability performance. The level of intervention that may be required
to facilitate effective mitigation varies and can help determine the eventual choice of
preferred option in the plan. Sites which require low levels of intervention are likely to be
preferable to sites that require complex and potentially unviable strategies.

Chapter J.2 summarises out the pre-mitigation impacts of all reasonable alternative sites
considered throughout the SA process alongside the SWLP preparation (see Appendix
F, G and H for the full pre-mitigation assessments set out per receptor within each SA
Objective for the new settlement, strategic growth location and non-strategic site
assessments), and Chapter J.3 provides detail on the mitigation within the SWLP.

© Lepus Consulting for Stratford-on-Avon and Warwick District Councils J1



R19 SA of the South Warwickshire Local Plan — Appendix J: Mitigation July 2026
LC-1421_SWLP_R19_SA_Appendix J_Mitigation_11_160726BT.docx

J.2

J.2.1

J.2.1.1

J.2.1.2

J.2.1.3

Pre-mitigation assessment

Introduction

A range of reasonable alternative sites have been identified and assessed as part of this
Regulation 19 SA, as follows:

o Five new settlement options;

e 22 strategic growth locations (SGLs); and

e 196 non-strategic sites (including residential, employment, Gypsy and Traveller)
and two Local Green Space (LGS).

All reasonable alternative sites have been evaluated pre-mitigation, and presented in full
within Appendix F, G and H with impacts discussed by receptor within each SA Objective.

Tables J.2.1-J.2.3 present the pre-mitigation impact matrix for all reasonable alternative
sites considered throughout the preparation of the SWLP, summarising the impacts per
SA Objective.

Table J.2.1: Impact matrix of all reasonable alternative New Settlement assessments pre-mitigation
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Table J.2.2: Impact matrix of all reasonable alternative Strategic Growth Location assessments pre-mitigation
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Table J.2.3: Impact matrix of all reasonable alternative Non-Strategic Site assessments pre-mitigation
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J.3

J.3.1

J.3.1.1

J.3.1.2

J.3.1.3

J.3.2

Mitigating effects of SWLP policies

Introduction

A total of 21 strategic and 67 development management (DM) policies are proposed within
the Regulation 19 version of the SWLP (see Appendix I for the full evaluation of the
policies). The SWLP policies are anticipated to improve the sustainability performance of
many of the reasonable alternative sites through the elimination or minimisation of adverse
effects and optimising positive effects.

Tables J.3.1 to J.3.12 below set out the potential adverse impacts that have been
identified through the assessment of sites pre-mitigation for each SA Objective (as
summarised in Tables J.2.1-J.2.3 and discussed in full within Appendix F, G and H) and
indicate which of the emerging SWLP policies will be likely to mitigate or reduce these
effects.

Site-specific allocation policies have not informed the post-mitigation assessments set out
in this appendix, as they do not relate to all reasonable alternative sites.

SA Objective 1: Climate Change

Table J.3.1: Identified adverse effects and policy mitigation for SA1: Climate Change

Identified
adverse
effect

Commentary: Will the
policies mitigate the
identified adverse
effects?

SWLP policy mitigation for climate change

Increased Policies NZ.1 (Operational Net Zero in New Residential The policies strongly
greenhouse Byijldings) and NZ.2 (Operational Net Zero in New Non- support reductions in
gas. (GfHG) Residential Buildings) will ensure all residential and non- GHG emissions from
emissions

residential development contributes to climate change mitigation,
with new build developments designed to achieve net zero
operational energy use through high energy efficiency standards
and renewable energy generation targets.

Policy NZ.3 (Embodied Carbon) seeks to minimise embodied
carbon in all development, while Policy NZ.4 (Energy
Performance Improvements in Existing Buildings) requires
improvements to energy efficiency and reductions in operational
carbon emissions in proposals affecting existing buildings.

Policy NZ.5 (Climate Resilient Design) will ensure major
development demonstrates appropriate overheating risk mitigation
measures in line with the cooling hierarchy.

Policies 1D.20 (Protecting Large Scale Existing Renewable
Infrastructure) and ID.22 (Large Scale Renewable Energy
Generation and Storage Requirements) safeguard existing and
support new renewable energy infrastructure, including solar, wind,

development through the
incorporation of
operational net zero
targets, promotion of
sustainable transport,
low-carbon technologies,
and enhanced Gl
provision that will
contribute to carbon
storage functions.
However, they are not
expected to fully mitigate
GHG emissions arising
from development
proposed through the
SWLP, including
emissions associated

© Lepus Consulting for Stratford-on-Avon and Warwick District Councils
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Identified
adverse
effect

SWLP policy mitigation for climate change

and battery storage, maintaining and enhancing operational
efficiency.

Policies NZ.7 (Decentralised Energy Systems — Major
Development) and NZ.8 (Decentralised Energy Systems —
Minor Development) promote net zero outcomes, improved
energy security, and low-carbon energy infrastructure to support
decarbonisation of heat and power networks, requiring both major
and minor development to incorporate decentralised energy and
heat measures.

Commentary: Will the
policies mitigate the
identified adverse
effects?

with construction,
operational energy use
(including transport), and
the potential loss of
existing carbon stores,
such as soils where
undeveloped land is
required for
development.

Policy NZ.6 (Carbon Sinks and Sequestration) will ensure
development protects, enhances, and supports long-term carbon
storage and sequestration in natural and semi-natural habitats.

Policy ID.13 (Green and Blue Infrastructure) supports the
protection and enhancement of GBI to deliver multi-functional
benefits, including for the promotion of climate resilience, urban
cooling, carbon sequestration and storage, and encouraging active
travel.

Various SWLP policies including DS.18 (Well-Designed Places),
ID.1 (Securing Infrastructure Provision) and ID.5 (Sustainable
Transport Accessibility) support improvements to the provision

and improvement of transport infrastructure including active travel
and public transport across the Plan area, to improve sustainable
transport choice and maximise uptake, with consequent benefits

likely for transport-associated GHG emissions.

J.3.3 SA Objective 2: Flood Risk

Table J.3.2: Identified adverse effects and policy mitigation for SA2: Flood Risk

Commentary: Will the
policies mitigate the
identified adverse
effects?

Identified
adverse
effect

SWLP policy mitigation for flood risk

Risk of Policy ID.9 (Reducing Flood Risk) requires development to manage The SWLP policies are

surface surface water flood risk (SWFR) through a drainage hierarchy and expected to mitigate

::latzr. site-specific drainage strategies, ensuring that surface water is adverse effects of
ooding

appropriately controlled within sites. It also seeks to prevent any development in areas at

increase in SWFR to surrounding or downstream areas, including risk of surface water
consideration of exceedance events and climate change. flooding through the
requirement for SuDS

and enhanced green
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Identified
adverse
effect

Risk of
fluvial
flooding

SWLP policy mitigation for flood risk

Policy ID.1 (Securing Infrastructure Provision) will ensure
development proposals provide or contribute towards flood risk
management infrastructure.

Policy ID.12 (Multifunctional Sustainable Urban Drainage
Systems) makes a strong contribution to reducing SWFR by
requiring sustainable drainage systems SuDS to be integrated into
site design, controlling runoff at source, and limiting discharge to
greenfield rates. It also promotes nature-based drainage solutions
and ensures development does not increase surface water flooding
on-site or in surrounding areas.

Policy ID.13 (Green and Blue Infrastructure) supports the
protection and enhancement of green and blue infrastructure (GBI) to
deliver improved ecosystem services, including incorporation with
sustainable drainage systems.

Policy ID.9 (Reducing Flood Risk) seeks to steer development
away from areas at risk of fluvial flooding through a sequential
approach and requires site-specific flood risk assessments to ensure
that development is safe for its lifetime, including the effects of
climate change. It also requires that development does not increase
flood risk elsewhere and incorporates appropriate mitigation where
residual risk remains.

Policy ID.12 (Multifunctional Sustainable Urban Drainage
Systems) requires consideration of flood risk from all sources in
drainage design and ensures development avoids areas of known
flood risk where possible. It also supports overall flood resilience
through requirements to manage exceedance events and overland
flow routes.

Policy ID.13 (Green and Blue Infrastructure) supports the
protection and enhancement of GBI to deliver improved ecosystem
services, including incorporation with SuDS and the protection and
enhancement of floodplains and riparian habitats.

Commentary: Will the
policies mitigate the
identified adverse
effects?

and blue infrastructure
provision, which will
contribute to reducing
flood risk and managing
surface water run-off
from development sites.

Assuming the Sequential
Test is passed, or the
Exception Test is
applied where required,
and recommendations of
the emerging Level 2
Strategic Flood Risk
Assessment (SFRA)
(2026) are adhered to,
the SWLP policies are
expected to mitigate
adverse effects of
development in areas at
risk of fluvial flooding
and ensure that climate
change impacts are
taken into account over
the lifetime of
development.
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J.3.4 SA Objective 3: Biodiversity and Geodiversity

Table J.3.3: Identified adverse effects and policy mitigation for SA3: Biodiversity and Geodiversity

Identified
adverse effect

SWLP policy mitigation for biodiversity and geodiversity

Threats or Policy BN.1 (Protection of Sites, Habitats and Species)
pressures to seeks to ensure the strict protection of internationally designated
international
or European
sites

European sites by preventing development that would lead to
their loss or deterioration. Development will only be permitted
where it can be demonstrated, through appropriate assessment
and the protection hierarchy, that there will be no adverse effects
on the integrity of Special Areas of Conservation (SACs), Special
Protection Areas (SPAs) or Ramsar sites.

Policies BN.2 (Local Nature Recovery Strategy), BN.3
(Biodiversity) and Policy BN.4 (Trees, Hedges and
Woodland) provide indirect support to European sites by
requiring biodiversity net gain (BNG), habitat enhancement and
long-term management, which can improve ecological resilience
and contribute to the wider network supporting designated sites.

Policy BN.13 (Waterways) contributes indirectly to the
protection of European sites by requiring development to avoid
adverse impacts on water quality and hydrological function, and
by promoting enhancement of rivers and canals as part of the
wider ecological network, helping to reduce potential
downstream effects on SAC, SPA and Ramsar sites.

Threats or Policy BN.1 (Protection of Sites, Habitats and Species)
pressures to provides strong protection for SSSIs by requiring that
nationally
designated
sites (SSSils)

development will be refused where it would result in their loss or
deterioration. It ensures that SSSIs are safeguarded from direct
and indirect impacts, including through the application of a
protection hierarchy and requirement for avoidance, and only
exceptionally allowing development where impacts can be fully
mitigated or compensated.

Policies BN.2 (Local Nature Recovery Strategy), BN.3
(Biodiversity) and BN.4 (Trees, Hedges and Woodland)
provide indirect support to SSSIs by strengthening habitat
connectivity, quality and resilience within the wider ecological
network. Together, they promote habitat restoration and
enhancement, BNG, and the protection and expansion of
woodland and hedgerow networks, which can help buffer SSSls
and support their ecological condition.

Commentary: Will the
policies mitigate the
identified adverse
effects?

The SWLP policies will
be expected to mitigate
potential adverse
impacts on the integrity
European sites either
alone or in-
combination, in
accordance with the
findings of the
Regulation 19 HRA.

Subject to consultation
with Natural England
regarding sites within
Impact Risk Zones, the
SWLP policies will be
expected to prevent
development that will
harm SSSis, and
through BNG
enhancement will be
likely to help improve
habitat connectivity and
support nature
recovery across the
Plan area, including for
supporting habitats to
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Identified
adverse effect

Threats or
pressures to
locally
designated /
non-statutory
biodiversity
sites (LNR,
LWS, LGS)

Fragmentation,
deterioration
or loss of
ancient
woodland and
priority
habitats

SWLP policy mitigation for biodiversity and geodiversity

Policy BN.1 (Protection of Sites, Habitats and Species)
provides strong protection for Local Nature Reserves, Local
Wildlife Sites and Local Geological Sites by safeguarding them
from loss or deterioration and requiring development to avoid
and minimise impacts through the application of a protection
hierarchy. It also supports enhancement of these sites and wider
ecological networks, helping to maintain and strengthen their
local biodiversity and geodiversity value.

Policies BN.2 (Local Nature Recovery Strategies), BN.3
(Biodiversity) and BN.4 (Trees, Hedges and Woodlands) all
provide positive support to locally designated sites by
strengthening habitat restoration, connectivity and ecological
resilience across the wider network. Together they promote
BNG, habitat creation and enhancement, and the retention and
expansion of woodland and hedgerow resources, which can help
improve the condition and connectivity of locally designated
sites.

Policy BN.1 (Protection of Sites, Habitats and Species)
provides strong protection for ancient woodland (and ancient or
veteran trees) by classifying them as irreplaceable habitats
where loss or deterioration will not be permitted and also
safeguards priority habitats from unacceptable harm through
requirements for avoidance, mitigation and enhancement.

Policies BN.2 (Local Nature Recovery Strategies) and Policy
BN.3 (Biodiversity) support the protection, enhancement and
expansion of priority habitats and ecological networks, including
improving connectivity between ancient woodland and other
habitat types.

Policy BN.4 (Trees, Hedges and Woodland) provides strong
protection for ancient woodland, ancient trees and veteran trees,
including the requirement for appropriate buffer zones to avoid
direct and indirect harm. It also supports the protection and
enhancement of priority woodland and hedgerow habitats
through retention, integration into development, and net gains in
canopy cover.

Policy ID.13 (Green and Blue Infrastructure) supports the
protection and enhancement of GBI to deliver improved

Commentary: Will the
policies mitigate the
identified adverse
effects?

nationally designated
sites.

The policies will help to
mitigate potential
adverse impacts
identified on LNRs,
LWSs and LGSs for
the majority of
proposed development
sites. However, the
policies will not be
anticipated to fully
mitigate adverse
effects on sites which
coincide with these
designations.

The policies will help to
mitigate potential
adverse impacts
identified on ancient
woodland and priority
habitats for the majority
of proposed
development sites.
However, the policies
will not be anticipated
to fully mitigate
adverse effects at
reasonable alternative
sites which coincide
with ancient

woodlands.
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Identified

adverse effect

J.3.5

SWLP policy mitigation for biodiversity and geodiversity

ecosystem services and reduce habitat fragmentation,

recognising trees, woodlands, hedgerows and priority habitats as

important components of this network.

SA Objective 4: Landscape

Table J.3.4: Identified adverse effects and policy mitigation for SA4: Landscape

Identified
adverse
effect

Adverse
effects on
the setting
or special
qualities of
the
Cotswolds
National
Landscape
(CNL)

Loss or
alteration of
landscape
character
and
sensitive or
locally
designated
landscapes
(Special

SWLP policy mitigation for landscape

Policy DS.14 (Protecting the Cotswolds National Landscape)
seeks to conserve and enhance the natural beauty, character and
special qualities of the CNL by strictly limiting development to that
which meets local needs and ensuring it is sensitively located and
designed. It also protects the setting of the CNL through a defined
3km buffer, within which development is subject to consultation
and must demonstrate that it does not adversely affect the CNL.

Policy DS.15 (Special Landscape Areas) seeks to protect the
high landscape quality and appearance of identified Special
Landscape Areas from harmful development, including the
Cotswold Fringe SLA which forms part of the setting to the CNL.

Policy DS.16 (Protecting, Enhancing and Restoring
Landscape Character) supports the protection of the CNL and its
setting by requiring development to be landscape-led and
informed by Landscape Character Assessments, ensuring
proposals respond to local distinctiveness and avoid harm to key
landscape features. It also requires Landscape and Visual Impact
Assessments (LVIA) for major and sensitive proposals, helping to
identify and minimise visual and character impacts on the CNL
and its setting.

Policy ID.13 (Green and Blue Infrastructure) supports the
protection and enhancement of GBI to deliver multi-functional
benefits, including for the protection and enhancement of the local
landscape character and supporting high-quality placemaking.

Policy DS.14 (Protecting the Cotswolds National Landscape)
seeks to conserve and enhance the natural beauty, special
qualities and landscape character of the CNL by restricting
development to local needs, requiring sensitive siting and design,
and avoiding or minimising harm. It also addresses cumulative

Commentary: Will the
policies mitigate the
identified adverse
effects?

Commentary: Will the
policies mitigate the
identified adverse
effects?

The policies would be
likely to help mitigate
adverse impacts on the
setting, character and
special qualities of the
Cotswolds National
Landscape arising from
the majority of
development within or in
close proximity to the
CNL. However, it is not
expected that they
would fully mitigate the
potential adverse effects
of strategic-scale
development, such as
New Settlement E1,
within the CNL'’s setting.

Across the reasonable
alternative sites, there is
potential for adverse
effects on landscape
character, including
within areas identified
as having ‘moderate-
high’ and ‘moderate’
sensitivity where

© Lepus Consulting for Stratford-on-Avon and Warwick District Councils

J13



R19 SA of the South Warwickshire Local Plan — Appendix J: Mitigation
LC-1421_SWLP_R19_SA_Appendix J_Mitigation_11_160726BT.docx

July 2026

Identified
adverse
effect

Landscape
Areas)

Change in
views
experienced
by users of
the Public
Rights of
Way (PRoW)
network

SWLP policy mitigation for landscape

effects to prevent incremental change, helping to avoid loss or
alteration of sensitive and nationally designated landscapes and
their settings.

Policy DS.15 (Special Landscape Areas) seeks to protect the
character and appearance of designated Special Landscape
Areas by resisting development that would harm their distinctive
landscape qualities, including historic and cultural features. It also
requires consideration of cumulative effects and the relationship
between settlements and their surrounding landscape, helping to
prevent loss or alteration of sensitive locally designated
landscapes and their character.

Policy DS.16 (Protecting, Enhancing and Restoring
Landscape Character) seeks to protect and enhance landscape
character by requiring development to be landscape-led,
responsive to local distinctiveness, and sensitive to capacity for
change. It also requires assessment and mitigation of cumulative
and visual impacts, helping to avoid harm to sensitive landscapes,
their character, and the settings of locally distinctive areas,
including potential coalescence between settlements.

Policy DS.17 (Maintaining Settlement Identity and Areas of
Restraint) seeks to protect settlement gaps and Areas of
Restraint by maintaining openness, rural character and visual and
perceptual separation between settlements, with particular regard
to views from PRoW, highways and settlement approaches, and
by preventing incremental erosion from development or
cumulative change.

Policy DS.18 (Well-Designed Places) seeks to ensure that
development is well-designed and context-responsive, including
by protecting and enhancing key views and sightlines through
layout, scale, massing and landscape design, and by ensuring
development integrates sensitively with its surroundings and
contributes positively to visual amenity.

Policies BN.4 (Trees, Hedges and Woodlands) and ID.13
(Green and Blue Infrastructure) will help reduce visual impacts
through the retention, enhancement and creation of trees,
hedgerows and wider green and blue infrastructure networks,
which can provide effective screening and assist in integrating
development into the landscape.

Commentary: Will the
policies mitigate the
identified adverse
effects?

development is unlikely
to be accommodated
within significant change
to landscape character.
In addition, many
alternative sites lie
within or in close
proximity to SLAs,
where landscape
character is more
susceptible to change.
While plan policies seek
to protect and enhance
landscape character
and designated
landscapes, these
effects are unlikely to be
fully mitigated across all
locations.

The SWLP policies will
help to avoid adverse
effects on views from
PRoWs and surrounding
countryside by requiring
landscape-led, well-
designed development
that responds to local
character and context.
In many cases, they will
also support the
retention and
enhancement of key
views through integrated
green and blue
infrastructure, tree
planting, and careful
siting and layout.
However, where larger-
scale or more visually
prominent development
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Identified
adverse
effect

Effects on
the setting
of a Country
Park

Increased
risk of
coalescence

SWLP policy mitigation for landscape

Policy DS.16 Protecting, Enhancing and Restoring
Landscape Character seeks to protect landscape character and
visual amenity by requiring development to be landscape-led,
avoid harm to valued landscapes, and assess cumulative and
visual impacts, helping to safeguard the rural setting, tranquillity
and wider landscape context of country parks.

Policy ID.13 Green and Blue Infrastructure protects and
enhances green and blue infrastructure networks, supporting
connectivity, recreational access and ecological function, which
helps maintain the integrity, accessibility and wider landscape role
of country parks.

Policy DS.18 Well-Designed Places promotes high-quality,
context-sensitive design that integrates development with its
surroundings, including landscape structure and visual
relationships, helping to reduce visual intrusion and maintain
amenity around country parks.

Policy BN.4 Trees, Hedges and Woodlands — Supports
retention and planting of trees and woodland to provide screening,
soften edges, and integrate development into the landscape,
helping to reduce visual impacts on country parks and their
settings.

Policy DS.13 (Green Belt) seeks to define and manage changes
to the Green Belt boundary, directing development to planned
release areas and inset settlements while maintaining Green Belt
policy protection elsewhere in line with national policy, thereby
helping to prevent urban sprawl and the merging of settlements.

Policy DS.16 (Protecting, Enhancing and Restoring
Landscape Character) seeks to prevent the merging of
settlements by requiring development to be landscape-led,
respect local landscape character and settlement pattern, and
maintain openness between settlements, including through
consideration of cumulative effects and avoidance of visually
intrusive or poorly sited development.

Policy DS.17 (Maintaining Settlement Identity and Areas of
Restraint) seeks to maintain settlement identity and prevent
coalescence by protecting settlement gaps and designated Areas
of Restraint from development that would erode their openness,
rural character and visual separation, while only permitting
development in exceptional circumstances where no suitable
alternatives exist and clear public benefits can be demonstrated.

Policy DS.18 (Well-Designed Places) seeks to ensure that new
development is well-designed and context-responsive, reinforcing

Commentary: Will the
policies mitigate the
identified adverse
effects?

occurs, some residual
effects on valued views
and visual amenity may

remain.

The SWLP policies are
expected to mitigate
potential adverse effects
associated with the
small number of
reasonable alternative
development sites
located in proximity to
country parks and their
settings through
landscape-led design,
integration of green and
blue infrastructure, and
careful siting and design
of development to
reduce visual,
recreational and setting
impacts.

These policies would be
expected to minimise
some adverse impacts
on the countryside,
however, would not be
expected to fully
mitigate the risk of
coalescence and
urbanisation of the
countryside due to the
large amount of
development within the
SWLP allocated outside
of settlement
boundaries on
previously undeveloped
land.
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Identified
adverse
effect

Impacts on
the Green
Belt

J.3.6

Table J.3.5: Identified adverse effects and policy mitigation for SA5: Cultural Heritage

Identified
adverse effect

Alteration of
character or
setting of
designated
heritage
assets

SWLP policy mitigation for landscape

local character and sense of place through high-quality design,
integration with surrounding settlements, and layouts that respect
and enhance existing settlement structure while supporting
distinctive and cohesive places.

Policy DS.13 (Green Belt) sets out changes to Green Belt
boundaries to accommodate planned development, identifying
specific areas for release while retaining the overall extent of the
Green Belt. The policy ensures that development proposals within
the remaining Green Belt are assessed in accordance with
national policy, maintaining its openness and function.

Policy DS.2 (Spatial Development Strategy) directs growth to
appropriate locations, helping to avoid unnecessary development
within the Green Belt.

Policy DS.3 (Meeting our Development Needs to 2050) sets
development requirements in a way that takes account of
constraints, including the need to protect the Green Belt.

Policy DS.17 (Maintaining Settlement Identity and Area of
Restraint) supports the role of open land in preventing settlement
coalescence, complementing Green Belt objectives.

SA Objective 5: Cultural Heritage

SWLP policy mitigation for cultural heritage

Policy BN.9 (Heritage Assets) seeks to conserve and, where
appropriate, enhance South Warwickshire’s heritage assets and
their settings by ensuring new development is sensitively
designed, preserves significance, and balances harm against
public benefits, while protecting the historic environment for its
cultural, environmental and economic value.

Policy BN.10 (Conservation Areas, Locally Listed Historic
Assets and Archaeology) seeks to conserve and enhance
conservation areas by resisting harmful development, requiring
sensitive design and materials, and ensuring appropriate

Commentary: Will the
policies mitigate the
identified adverse
effects?

These policies provide
for the protection of the
Green Belt in
accordance with
national policy;
however, they would not
be expected to fully
mitigate the loss of land
identified as making a
‘strong’ or ‘moderate’
contribution to Green
Belt purposes in the
Green Belt Review
(2026) at a number of
reasonable alternative
site locations if these
sites were pursued for
development.

Commentary: Will the
policies mitigate the
identified adverse
effects?

The policies provide a
framework for the
protection of designated
heritage assets and their
settings, requiring
development to
conserve significance
and balance harm
against public benefits.
However, the extent to
which adverse effects
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Identified
adverse effect

Alteration of
character or
setting of non-
designated
heritage
assets and
historic
landscapes

SWLP policy mitigation for cultural heritage

assessment, preservation and recording of heritage
significance.

Policy BN.11 (Historic Landscapes — Registered Parks and
Gardens and Registered Village Greens) seeks to protect
and enhance these designated heritage assets by requiring
development to conserve their historic landscape character,
biodiversity value, setting and public amenity, while promoting
restoration, improved green and blue infrastructure, and
sustainable management.

Policy BN.13 (Waterways) seeks to protect waterways as
heritage assets by requiring development to conserve and
enhance their historic, landscape and cultural value, including
their setting and associated features such as towpaths and
canal corridors, while supporting regeneration, improved access
and appropriate enhancement where consistent with their
significance.

Policy ID.13 (Green and Blue Infrastructure) supports the
protection and enhancement of GBI to deliver multi-functional
benefits, including for the protection and enhancement of
historic assets and their settings.

Policy DS.4 (Strategic Site Principles) seeks to ensure that
strategic-scale development is landscape-led and sensitive to
heritage assets and their settings, requiring masterplanned
development that respects historic character, key views and
constraints, while enabling appropriate mitigation and
enhancement where possible.

Policy BN.9 (Heritage Assets) supports the consideration of
non-designated heritage assets and archaeological remains,
requiring development to take account of their significance and
mitigate adverse effects where appropriate, balanced against
public benefits.

Policy BN.10 (Conservation Areas, Locally Listed Historic
Assets and Archaeology) seeks to conserve and enhance
locally listed historic assets and archaeological remains by
resisting harmful development, requiring sensitive design and
materials, and ensuring appropriate assessment, preservation
and recording of heritage significance.

Policy BN.11 (Historic Landscapes — Registered Parks and
Gardens and Registered Village Greens) supports the

Commentary: Will the
policies mitigate the
identified adverse
effects?

can be mitigated will
depend on site-specific
design, the effectiveness
of measures such as
buffer zones, and the
findings of further
archaeological
investigation. As such,
while effects may be
reduced in many cases,
residual adverse effects
are likely to remain in

some locations.

The policies provide
protection for non-
designated heritage
assets and historic
landscape character
through design-led and
landscape-based
approaches. While they
will help reduce and
manage potential
effects, they are unlikely
to fully mitigate impacts,
particularly in relation to
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Commentary: Will the
Identified policies mitigate the

SWLP policy mitigation for cultural heritage

adverse effect identified adverse

effects?
enhancement of wider historic landscape character through larger-scale or
green and blue infrastructure, and the restoration and cumulative development.

reinforcement of historic landscape features.

Policy BN.13 (Waterways) seeks to protect waterways as
heritage assets by requiring development to conserve and
enhance their historic, landscape and cultural value,
including their setting and associated features such as
towpaths and canal corridors, while supporting
regeneration, improved access and appropriate
enhancement where consistent with their significance.

Policy ID.13 (Green and Blue Infrastructure) supports the
enhancement of landscape structure and placemaking,
including historic landscape features and settings, through
multifunctional green and blue infrastructure.

Policy DS.4 (Strategic Site Principles) requires strategic
development to respond to historic landscape context through
landscape-led masterplanning, integrating development
sensitively and mitigating effects on historic landscape
character.

Policy DS.16 (Protecting, Enhancing and Restoring
Landscape Character) requires development to respond to
local landscape character and historic context, avoiding or
mitigating harm to historic landscape features and settlement
pattern.

J.3.7 SA Objective 6: Pollution

Table J.3.6: Identified adverse effects and policy mitigation for SA6: Pollution

Commentary: Will the

\dentified olicies mitigate the
- SWLP policy mitigation for pollution el itig

adverse effect identified adverse

effects?
Ei)l('pac:'lsdu:iiit:e Policy BN.8 (Pollution and Environmental Quality) will The policies will help to
pollution ensure that development does not cause unacceptable pollution  minimise adverse effects
(from main or harm to human health, amenity or the natural environment, associated with
roads, AQGMA . . L . . I .
and railway including via air pollution, noise, vibration and odour. It also exposure of site end
lines) ensures that sensitive developments are only permitted where it users to poor air quality
can be demonstrated that any adverse effects can be avoided, and noise pollution.
mitigated or compensated. However, they are

unlikely to fully mitigate
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Identified
adverse effect

Risk of
contamination
of
watercourses
and
groundwater
Source
Protection
Zones

SWLP policy mitigation for pollution

Various SWLP policies including DS.18 (Well-Designed
Places), ID.1 (Securing Infrastructure Provision) and ID.5
(Sustainable Transport Accessibility) support improvements
to the provision and improvement of transport infrastructure
including active travel and public transport across the Plan area,
to improve sustainable transport choice and maximise uptake,
with consequent benefits likely for transport-associated
emissions of air pollutants.

Policy ID.6 (Electric Vehicle Infrastructure) would help to
improve air quality over time by supporting a transition to electric
vehicles through the expanded provision of electric vehicle
infrastructure in residential, employment and public car parks,
thereby reducing reliance on petrol and diesel vehicles and
associated emissions.

Policy ID.13 (Green and Blue Infrastructure) supports the use
of green infrastructure to boost climate resilience and increase
canopy cover for multi-functional benefits, including for air
quality improvements.

Policy BN.8 (Pollution and Environmental Quality) will
ensure that development does not cause unacceptable pollution
or harm to human health, amenity or the natural environment,
including via water contamination.

Policy BN.13 (Waterways) seeks to protect and enhance
watercourses by requiring development to avoid adverse effects
on water quality, biodiversity and ecological function of rivers
and canals, while promoting improvements and better
integration with green and blue infrastructure.

Policy ID.11 (Water Supply and Wastewater Infrastructure)
seeks to ensure adequate water supply and wastewater
infrastructure is in place to serve new development, while
preventing deterioration of water quality in watercourses and
groundwater and requiring compliance with environmental
objectives such as the Water Framework Directive.

Policy ID.12 (Multifunctional Sustainable Urban Drainage
Systems), supported by Policy ID.13 (Green and Blue
Infrastructure) supports the use of SuDS and GBI to provide
multiple benefits, including for water quality improvements and
facilitating natural water management.

Commentary: Will the
policies mitigate the
identified adverse
effects?

adverse impacts in all
cases, particularly where
development is located
within or in proximity to
AQMAs, or within 200m
of major roads where
elevated levels of air
pollutants are likely to
occur.

The policies would help
to reduce the risk of
water pollution from new
development through
requirements for SuDS,
wastewater
infrastructure capacity
and protection of
watercourses; however,
they are unlikely to fully
mitigate potential
adverse effects,
particularly cumulative
and catchment-scale
impacts on water quality.
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J.3.8 SA Objective 7: Natural Resources

Table J.3.7: Identified adverse effects and policy mitigation for SA7: Natural Resources

Identified
adverse effect

SWLP policy mitigation for natural resources

Loss of Policy BN.6 (Agricultural Land and Soils) will ensure the
previously protection, management and efficient use of agricultural land,
undeveloped

including the avoidance of best and most versatile (BMV) land
land or BMV

. where possible.
soil

Policy DS.2 (Spatial Development Strategy) prioritises the
use of previously developed land, helping to reduce pressure on

greenfield and agricultural soils.

Policies ID.13 (Green and Blue Infrastructure), DS.1
(Environmental Mitigation and Compensation) and BN.4
(Trees, Hedges and Woodland) promote environmental
improvements through the protection, enhancement and
creation of Gl, providing benefits for soil resources including
improved stability and reduced erosion.

Policy ID.14 (Open Space, Play, Recreation and Community
Growing Spaces) supports the protection and provision of
green spaces, including allotments and community orchards,
helping to safeguard land for local food production.

Sterilisation Policies within the adopted Warwickshire Minerals Local Plan

of mineral (2018-2032) including DM9 (Prior Extraction) and DM10
resources (Mineral Safeguarding), seek to ensure that important mineral
within Mineral I

. resources are safeguarded from unnecessary sterilisation by
Safeguarding
Areas non-mineral development. This includes protecting identified

MSAs and encouraging the prior extraction of minerals, where
practicable, before development takes place. The policies also
seek to ensure that non-mineral development does not prejudice
the efficient operation of existing or planned mineral sites, and
promote the sustainable use of mineral resources in line with
national policy.

Commentary: Will the
policies mitigate the
identified adverse
effects?

The policies promote the
efficient use of land and
help reduce the loss of
undeveloped land and
associated soil
resources through
prioritising brownfield
redevelopment and
enhancing green
infrastructure. However,
they are unlikely to fully
mitigate impacts arising
from the scale of
development proposed
on previously
undeveloped land.

Policies in the Minerals
Local Plan are expected
to mitigate potential
impacts of allocated
development on MSAs
to some extent;
however, as their
implementation is
subject to feasibility and
is primarily considered at
the planning application
stage, the extent to
which mineral resources
will be safeguarded
remains uncertain at this
stage.
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J.3.9

SA Objective 8: Waste

Table J.3.8: Identified adverse effects and policy mitigation for SA8: Waste

Identified
adverse
effect

Increase

in waste
generation

J.3.10
J.3.10.1

J.3.11

SWLP policy mitigation for waste

Policy ID.1 (Securing Infrastructure Provision) will ensure
development proposals provide or contribute towards utilities,
including waste management.

Policy ID.22 (Large-scale Renewable Energy Generation and
Storage Requirements) supports anaerobic digestion and biomass
schemes that will generate energy from waste, and wider circular
economy principles.

Policies within the adopted Warwickshire Waste Core Strategy
(2013-2028) including CS1 (Waste Management Capacity), CS2
(The Spatial Waste Planning Strategy for Warwickshire) and
CS8 (Safeguarding of Waste Management Sites), seek to ensure
sufficient and appropriately located waste management capacity
across Warwickshire to support the waste hierarchy, increase
recycling and recovery, minimise reliance on landfill, protect existing
waste infrastructure, and promote the sustainable management of
household and commercial waste close to where it arises.

SA Objective 9: Housing

Commentary: Will the
policies mitigate the
identified adverse
effects?

The policies are
expected to encourage
recycling, recovery and
the sustainable
management of waste
within new development;
however, they are
unlikely to fully mitigate
the increase in
household waste arising
from the scale of growth
proposed through the
SWLP, particularly at
larger strategic
allocations. The effect
of proposed employment
development on waste
generation and
management
requirements remains

uncertain at this stage.

No adverse effects were identified against SA Objective 9 in the pre-mitigation

assessments.

SA Objective 10: Health

Table J.3.9: Identified adverse effects and policy mitigation for SA10: Health

Identified
adverse
effect

Limited
access to
healthcare
(NHS
hospital

SWLP policy mitigation for health

Policy ID.1 (Securing Infrastructure Provision) will ensure
development proposals provide or contribute towards emergency
services and healthcare infrastructure, including primary
healthcare, secondary healthcare and adult social care.

Commentary: Will the
policies mitigate the
identified adverse
effects?

The policies will help to
prevent the loss of
existing facilities and
support the provision of
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Identified
adverse
effect

and GP
surgery)
and leisure
facilities

Access to
public
greenspace,
PRoW
network
and cycle
paths

SWLP policy mitigation for health

Policy DS.4 (Strategic Site Principles) will ensure early delivery
of infrastructure including healthcare facilities to serve the new
development.

Policy BN.7 (Health Impact Assessment) sets out requirements
for developments to provide a Health Impact Assessment (HIA) as
part of the planning application to address and improve health and
wellbeing and reduce health inequalities.

Various SWLP policies including DS.18 (Well-Designed Places),
ID.1 (Securing Infrastructure Provision) and ID.5 (Sustainable
Transport Accessibility) support improvements to the provision
and improvement of transport infrastructure including active travel
and public transport across the Plan area, to improve sustainable
transport choice and maximise uptake, which is likely to help
improve access to healthcare and leisure facilities.

Policy ID.17 (Sport, Recreation and Leisure Facilities)
safeguards existing leisure facilities and will ensure new
development supports an increase in or enhancement to sport,
recreation and leisure facilities to meet the needs of residents.

Policy ID.1 (Securing Infrastructure Provision) will ensure
development proposals provide or contribute towards transport
infrastructure, including active travel, public rights of way and
green space.

Policy ID.13 (Green and Blue Infrastructure) promotes the
integration of multi-functional green infrastructure within new
development, including accessible open space and active travel
and recreational links.

Policy ID.14 (Open Space, Play, Recreation and Community
Growing Spaces) supports the protection and provision of a range
of public open spaces, including parks and gardens, natural and
semi-natural greenspace, outdoor sports facilities, youth provision
and allotments, to support health and wellbeing.

Policy BN.17 (Road Safety) requires development to provide safe
and integrated pedestrian and cycle routes, maintaining
connectivity and, where possible, linking to nearby services and
facilities, including in rural areas.

Policy DS.4 (Strategic Site Principles) ensures development
layouts prioritise pedestrian and cycle connectivity within sites and
to existing settlements and key destinations beyond the site
boundary.

Commentary: Will the
policies mitigate the
identified adverse
effects?

healthcare and leisure
infrastructure to meet
identified needs.
Improvements to public
transport and active
travel are also expected
to enhance accessibility.
However, these
measures may not fully
address existing
disparities in access,
particularly in more rural

areas.

Various SWLP policies
seek to improve access
via sustainable modes
of travel, including
walking and cycling.
Overall, the policies will
improve accessibility to
greenspace and
recreational
opportunities across
South Warwickshire and
are expected to mitigate
potential accessibility
constraints.
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J.3.12

SA Objective 11: Accessibility

Table J.3.10: Identified adverse effects and policy mitigation for SA11: Accessibility

Identified
adverse
effect

Limited
public
transport
access (bus
services and
railway
stations)

Limited
accessibility
and
connectivity
to local
services and
facilities

SWLP policy mitigation for accessibility

Policy ID.1 (Securing Infrastructure Provision) will ensure
development proposals provide or contribute towards transport
infrastructure, including active travel and public transport.

Policy ID.3 (infrastructure Protection) seeks to safeguard land
and infrastructure required to support future public transport
improvements, including the potential re-opening of the
Stratford—Honeybourne railway line, a possible new station at
Long Marston, rail capacity enhancements between Coventry
and Leamington, and the delivery of park and ride, multimodal
interchanges and bus priority measures to improve connectivity
and encourage modal shift towards more sustainable transport.

Policy ID.5 (Sustainable Transport Accessibility) seeks to
ensure development is located and designed to maximise access
by walking, cycling and public transport, through integrated
sustainable transport infrastructure, accessible active travel
connections, and high-quality links to key services and
employment areas, in order to reduce reliance on private cars.

Policy ID.7 (Park and Ride) supports the delivery and
enhancement of park and ride facilities at key locations across
South Warwickshire, alongside associated bus, rail and active
travel infrastructure, to improve public transport connectivity and
encourage modal shift away from private car use.

Policy DS.2 (Spatial Development Strategy) supports new
development across South Warwickshire whilst promoting active
travel and public transport enhancements for existing and future
residents.

Policy DS.18 (Well-Designed Places) seeks to ensure
development is designed to prioritise sustainable movement,
including public transport, through integrated, accessible and
well-connected layouts that support genuine travel choice and
reduce car dominance.

Policy ID.1 (Securing Infrastructure Provision) will ensure
development proposals provide or contribute towards community
infrastructure, including libraries and community centres, and to
transport infrastructure including active travel and public
transport.

Commentary: Will the
policies mitigate the
identified adverse
effects?

The policies would be
likely to help mitigate
adverse effects
associated with limited
access to public
transport by supporting
the delivery,
safeguarding and
integration of new
transport infrastructure,
improving connectivity,
and requiring
development to prioritise
sustainable transport
modes. However, it is
unlikely that these
measures would fully
address accessibility
constraints in more rural
communities, where
lower service frequency
and greater distances to
key destinations mean
some reliance on private

car travel would remain.

The policies would help
improve access to local
services and community
facilities through new
provision and support for
sustainable transport
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Commentary: Will the

Identified olicies mitigate the

adverse SWLP policy mitigation for accessibility p o 9

effect identified adverse

effects?

Policy ID.2 (Infrastructure Delivery) will ensure new and and active travel, but are
expanded community facilities are provided to serve new unlikely to fully address
developments. limited accessibility in
Policy ID.18 (Community Facilities) will protect existing rural areas where some

facilities and support the development of new or improved reliance on private cars

facilities alongside new residential development, which are will remain.

accessible via sustainable transport and active travel.

Policy EC.5 (Promoting our Town Centres) safeguards
Primary Shopping Areas within main service centres across
South Warwickshire for retail use in accessible locations.

Various SWLP policies including DS.18 (Well-Designed

Places), ID.1 (Securing Infrastructure Provision) and ID.5
(Sustainable Transport Accessibility) support improvements to
the provision and improvement of transport infrastructure
including active travel and public transport across the Plan area,
to improve sustainable transport choice and maximise uptake.

J.3.13 SA Objective 12: Education

Table J.3.11: Identified adverse effects and policy mitigation for SA12: Education

Commentary: Will the

Identified olicies mitigate the

adverse SWLP policy mitigation for education p o 9

effect identified adverse
effects?

Limited Policy DS.10 (Major Investment Sites) safeguards the existing The SWLP policies will

sustainable  ynjversity of Warwick Main Campus site for education and improve access to

access' = research and development related uses. public transport and

education . .

opportunities  Policy ID.1 (Securing Infrastructure Provision) will ensure facilitate active travel,

development proposals provide or contribute towards education alongside new and

infrastructure, including primary and secondary schools, post-16 expanded school

provision, early years provision and SEN provision. provision, but are
Policy DS.4 (Strategic Site Principles) will ensure early delivery unlikely to fully

. . . address limited access
of infrastructure including schools to serve the new development.

to education,

Various SWLP policies including DS.18 (Well-Designed Places), . .
particularly in rural

ID.1 (Securing Infrastructure Provision) and ID.5 (Sustainable
areas where some

Transport Accessibility) support improvements to the provision
3 y) supp £ P reliance on private

and improvement of transport infrastructure including active travel , .
cars will remain.

and public transport across the Plan area, to improve sustainable
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Commentary: Will the
policies mitigate the
identified adverse
effects?

Identified
adverse
effect

SWLP policy mitigation for education

J.3.14

transport choice and maximise uptake, which is likely to help
improve access to education.

SA Objective 13: Economy

Table J.3.12: Identified adverse effects and policy mitigation for SA13: Economy

Identified

adverse
effect

SWLP policy mitigation for economy

Commentary: Will
the policies mitigate
the identified
adverse effects?

Limited Policy DS.3 (Meeting our Development Needs to 2050) sets out  The policies will
sustainable o meet the identified strategic and non-strategic employment land increase employment
EEBR Y needs across the Plan period, which will be expected to provide a land provision and
employment

opportunities

range of employment floorspace and associated job opportunities.

Policy DS.11 (Rural Economy) supports employment
opportunities outside of the defined built-up areas, provided they
are appropriate to their location, which would be likely to increase
job opportunities in rural areas. The policy supports expansion of
rural businesses where they are readily accessible by means of
transport other than the private car.

Policy EC.7 (Employment and Road Freight) will ensure that new
employment development improves sustainable transport access to
the site.

Various SWLP policies including DS.18 (Well-Designed Places),
ID.1 (Securing Infrastructure Provision) and ID.5 (Sustainable
Transport Accessibility) support improvements to the provision
and improvement of transport infrastructure including active travel
and public transport across the Plan area, to improve sustainable
transport choice and maximise uptake.

improve sustainable
transport across the
Plan area, but are
unlikely to fully
address limited
access to employment
opportunities,
particularly in rural
areas where some
reliance on private

cars will remain.

Net loss of Policy DS.3 (Meeting our Development Needs to 2050) sets out  The policies will be
employment {5 meet the identified strategic and non-strategic employment land expected to mitigate
floorspace

needs across the Plan period, which will be expected to provide a
range of employment floorspace and associated job opportunities.

Policy EC.2 (Existing Employment Sites) seeks to safeguard
existing employment sites, resisting proposals for loss of
employment land or buildings or change of use, unless it can be
demonstrated that the employment use is unviable and the
alternative use would not undermine economic objectives.

the potential adverse
impacts associated
with the loss of
existing employment
land across the SWLP
area, ensuring that
current employment
land is only lost where
it is demonstrated to
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Identified
adverse
effect

Commentary: Will
the policies mitigate
the identified
adverse effects?

SWLP policy mitigation for economy

Policy EC.5 (Promoting our Town Centres) will ensure proposals  be a surplus to
for development or change of use in main town centres will support  requirements.
vitality and viability of the town centre, and change of use from

employment to non-employment uses will only be permitted if

demonstrated to be unviable.

Policy ID.18 (Community Facilities) will resist redevelopment or
change of use that would result in the loss of a community facility,
which may include local businesses, unless it can be demonstrated

it is no longer viable.
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